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.>'* I DEDICATE this volume to you, in testimony of the 

respect and admiration with which I have marked 
your public course. — I dedicate it to you, because 
you were the steady, ardent, and generous friend of 
that very extraordinary man who occupies the chief 
station in this work — ^John Horne Tooee. A man 
who, Uke yourself, always stood before his country 
as the great constitutional expounder of its laws, and 
the zealous and powerful advocate of just principles 
of government; who, unawed by the threats of 
tyranny, continued through a long life the unyeilding 
enemy of oppression; and whose generous efforts 
and sufferings in the cause of freedom deserve to be 
held in the grateful remembrance of posterity. 

THE COMPILER. 
iVisi9.FoHk,Jtrfyl8, 1829. 



The propriety of the title of this volume, " The 
Posthumous Works of Junius,^' will appear evident 
to the reader from remarks relating to it in the course 
of the work. 

The obstacles thrown in the way by the writer of 
the letters of Junius, to screen himself from detec- 
tion, having hitherto proved insurmountable, has 
induced many persons to affect a total indifference to 
the subject It cannot however be disguised that, 
although a matter of mere curiosity, there is still a 
strong desire to ascertain the author of these far- 
famed letters. Curiosity, when once powerfully 
excited, remains a source of anxiety and uneasiness 
till gratified. Many of the subjects which have 
occupied the most intense application of the human 
mind will be found, on close examination, to amount 
to nothing more than the gratification of, it might be 
said, the ruling passion of man, curiosity. 

In regard to the mysterious and long-sought author 
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of Junius, the compiler of this work, like many before 
him, is confident that he has fixed upon the right 
man, and, whether his readers agree with him or not, 
as he has reduced the arguments and speculations 
upon the subject to a narrow compass, And added 
works of the author and others not generally known, 
he hopes the volume will not prove uninteresting. 

Stephens's Life of John Home Tooke, one of the 
most celebrated political characters of the last 
century, has never been republished in the United 
States. The sketch here given, therefore, it is pre- 
sumed, will be gratifying to every American who 
cherishes a love of civil liberty, and feels a partiality 
for its defenders in any quarter of the world. In fiEict, 
Americans ought to feel grateful to the memory of 
Tooke for the bold stand he assumed, in opposition to 
his government, at the commencement of our revolu* 
tionary war, to stay the approaching conflict. 

That the style in which the letters under the signa- 
ture of Junius were written, was not the natural, 
common style of the author, may easily be discovered 
by a comparison of them with his letters bearing 
other signatures; which for the most part, would not 
be supposed by any one, not acquainted with the fact, 
to be written by the same hand. In proof of this 
assertion, the reader is referred to letters signed 
Veteran, Lucius, Cleophas, &c. copied into this 
volume. There are, however, exceptions to this 
general remark. 



PRXFACE. VI) 

Dr. Good, in his Preliminary Essay to G. Woodfall's 
Junius, observes that, ^' From the extraordinary effect 
produced by his first letter imder the signature of 
Junius, he resolved to adhere to this signature exclu- 
sively, in all his subsequent letters, in which he took 
more than ordinary pains/' The style of this letter, 
therefore, different from that in which he had been in 
the habit of writing, seems to have been his guide 
in the composition of the letters which followed, and 
to which he attached the same signature. In fact, 
Junius acknowledges himself what is here intimated. 
In a letter signed Philo-Junius, Nov. 14, 1769, in 
remarking upon a previous letter under his usual 
signature, he fifays, ^' Without considering the oma- 
merited style he has ai2o/ife<{,I determined to look farther 
into the matter before I decided upon the merits of 
his letter." 

When the letters were printing in volumes, Junius 
thus writes to Mr. Woodfall : 

^ The inclosed completes all the materials that I 
can give you. I have done my part. Take care you 
do yours. I have no view but to serve you, and con- 
sequently have only to desire that the Dedication and 
Preface may be correct. Look to it. If you take it 
upon yourself, I will not forgive your suffering it to be 
spoiled. / weigh every word ; and every alteration^ in 
my eyes at leasts is a blemish.^ 

In another note to the same, he says ; 

^^ In page 25, it should be the instead of your, this 
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is a woful mistake ; — ^pray take care for the fotmr^^ 
keep a page for errata.'^ 

This remark had reference to the commencement 
of letter, No. 3, addressed to Sir WiUiam Draper, 
and related to the style only, and not to the sense or 
grammatical construction of the sentence. It is as 
follows : 

^^ Your defence of lord Granby does honor to the 
goodness of your heart'' The passage remains the 
same to this day, in all the copies examined by the 
compiler, except 6. Woodfall's. 

A cotemporary writer with Junius observes, that 
^^ though he advances with the largest strides, his 
&>ceps are measured. His expressions are selected 
with the most anxious care, and his periods termi- 
nated in harmonious cadence. Thus he captivates 
by his confidence, by the turn of his sentences, and 
by the force of his words. His readers are persuaded 
because they are agitated, and convinced because 
they are pleased. Their assent, therefore, is never 
withheld ; though they scarcely know why, or even 
to what it is yielded." 

There can be no doubt but that Junius was ex- 
tremely cautious, in his future writings, to avoid the 
precise, measured style of these letters fi-om fear of 
detection. A close imitation of them, therefore, in- 
stead of furnishing proof of authorship, ought to be 
viewed as affording pretty conclusive evidence to the 
(Contrary. The style of no writings subsequent to 



At pobtication, can by any means be relied upon 
as a guide to discover the author. The talents, 
character, avowed political sentiments, and the per- 
severance and boldness with which they were main- 
tained, are the only criterions upon which any c onfi- 
dence can be placed. The opinion here advanced is 
corroborated by the Edinburgh Review for June, 
1826 ; where it is asserted that, ^' almost every con- 
tributor to a newspaper, during the twenty years which 
followed the letters, was an imitator of Junius.'^ 

In the compilation of this volume, to save the labor 
of transcribing in referring to the various works from 
which extracts are taken, the marks distinguishing 
the quotations from the comments of the compileti, 
have in a few instances been neglected, particularly at 
the close of some of the extracts. The sense of the 
passages will however readily correct these omissions. 

In addition to the many excellent remarks taken 
from the Preliminary Essay prefixed to WoodfalPs 
Junius, a great part of the first hundred pages are 
employed in endeavors to remove any prepossessions 
that might exist in favor of rival candidates that stood 
in the way of the person to whom the letters are 
attributed in this work, and also to point out the 
deceptions made use of by Mr. Woodfall to screen 
the real author from suspicion. This course, although 
somewhat tedious in the detail, was deemed neces- 
sary to prepare the reader for a favorable reception 
of what followed. 

b • 



pitavAcii. 



Nothing but facts can be of essential use in a dis- 
cussion upon the authorship of Junius. Essays con- 
fiisting of conjectures and surmises drawn from pre* 
mises not substantially supported, in however elegant 
language they may be couched, can never avail. A 
Work upon the subject, to entitle it to any weight, 
must be a book of documents. 

In bringing together, in the first instance, such a 
mass of testimony as is produced in this volume, the 
indulgence of the reader will no doubt be granted for 
any trifling defects in the arrangement. The ground 
taken, and the inferences drawn from facts by refer- 
ence either to the letters of Junius or to other works, 
are the only topics upon which criticism can be of 
any importance ; and in this respect the book is with 
confidence submitted to the most rigid examination. 

J. F. 
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INTBODUCnON. 



The established reputation of the Letters of Junius, already 
familiar to the public, is a sufficient guarantee that his other 
works are not deficient in talents and interest. 

Ahhou^ many of his communications to the Printer of the 
Public Advertiser, under various signatures, were in their nature 
ephemeral, and not calculated to outlive a newspaper pub- 
lication, yet some of them were of a different description, 
and are very worthy to appear in connexion with the Letters 
fflgned Junius ; and which it was the original intention of the 
author to have selected and combined with them, in the first 
edition of the letters in the book form. This, however, was 
relinquished in consequence of his anxiety to get out the pub- 
lication before the meeting of parliament at that period. A' 
judicious choice of these Letters will, no doubt, prove satisfac- 
tory to the reader. 

The private notes to Woodfall, the printer, exhibit the cha- 
racter and views of the author, and consequently become, in a 
measure, necessary adjuncts to the Public Letters. 

The confidential correspondence ^th Wilkes, I will venture 
to say, exhibits the most finished duplicity and deception that 
were ever successfully prac^d upon the credulity of any man 
or society of men in any age or country. 

2 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The dispute and correspondence of Messrs* Wilkes and 
Horne, will be found to be an important link in the machinery 
of the works of Junius, and in fact, to contain the key, if the 
writer is not very much deceived, of the hitherto unexplained 
mystery attached to them. 

" The question respecting the author of Junius's Letters is 
thought, we believe, by philosophers, to be one of more curi- 
osity than importance. We are very far from pretending that 
the happiness of mankind is materially interested in its deter- 
mination ; or that it involves any great and scientific truths. 
But it must be viewed as a point of literary history ; and among 
discussions of this description, it ranks very high. After all, 
are there many points of civil or military Wstory really more 
interesting to persons living in the present times ? Is the guilt 
of Queen Maiy, or the character of Richard III. very nearly 
connected with the welfare of the existing generation ? In- 
deed, we would rather caution, even the most profound of phi- 
losophers, against making too nice an inquiry into the practical 
importance of scientific truths ; for assuredly there are number- 
less propositions, of which the curiosity is more easily descried 
than the utility, in all the branches of science, and especially in 
the severer ones — ^the professors of which are the most prone 
to deride an inquiry like that about Junius. That the commu- 
nity has long taken an extraordinary interest in this question,-— 
that a great and universal curiosity has been felt to know who 
wrote the Letters, seems quite sufficient to justify a good deal 
of pains in the research, and satisfaction in the discovery. He, 
.who should find out the longitude, would, no doubt, more sub- 
stantially benefit the world ; yet we dare to assert that for one, 
who really profited by the discovery, a thousand would derive 
nothing beyond the mere gratification of curiosity ; and the 
inventor's fame would depend chiefly on their voice. Is any 
man much the better for knowing how the alkalies are compos- 
ed ? In his circumstances, no one — ^but, in his scientific capa- 
city, every one, who regards the gratification of a learned curi- 
osity. Let us not be too curious in settling the relative impor- 
tance of literary labour, or even of scientific pursuits. It is a 
good thing to find out the truth, at all events ; and the pleasure 
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of knowing what was before unknown, forms, perhaps in all 
cases, the greater proportion of the value derived from the 
inquiry." — The Edinburgh Beview^ (of Mr. Taylor's book on 
Junius,) 57, 94. 

The following notice is taken of the works enumerated for 
the purpose of precluding the necessity of being more particu- 
lar in referring to them, which will occasionally be required : — 

I. ''The Letters of Junius, with notes and illustrations, his- 
torical, political, biographical, and critical ; by Robert Heron, 
Esq., in two volumes." — ^Philadelphia, 1804, from, the London 
edition of 180L 

IL '' The Letters of Junius complete, interspersed with the 
letters and articles to which he repUed, with notes biographical 
and explanatory ; also a prefatory inquiry respecting the real 
author, in two volumes. By John Almon. London, 1806." 

Mr. Ahnon was a bookseller and publisher in London at the 
time of Junius*s first appearance, and, in fact^ was prosecuted 
for reprinting his thirty-fifth letter, addressed to the king. 

IIL '' The Identity of Junius, with a distinguished living 
character established. By John Taylor." — New- York, 1818, 
copied from the second EngUsh edition of the same year. 

IV. ** Junius Unmasked ; or Lord Geoige Sackville proved 
to be Junius. Anonymous." Boston, 1828. 

This work purports to give additional testimony to a " Criti- 
cal Inquiry," by a Mr. Coventry, advocating the same side of 
the question, published at London, 1825. 

V. " The Claims of Sir Phihp Francis, K. B., to the au- 
thorship of Junius's Letters disproved ; also some Inquiry into 
the Claims of the late Charles Lloyd, Esq., to the authorship of 
them, &c. By E. H. Barker, Esq. London, 1828." 

This volume being intended as a supplement to the common 
editions of the Letters of Junius, such general remarks in the 
Preface and Preliminary Essay, prefixed to G. Woodfall's edi- 
tion of the complete political works of the author as may ap- 
pear essential in respect to the Letters themselves, the author- 
idiip, &c, will be extracted ; avoiding, at the same time, to 
overload the pages with minute, irrelevant, or trifling matter, 
tending to fatigue and confuse the reader. 
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CommeDtaton upon Junius have given themselves a vast 
deal of trouble and perplexity by assuming whatever be says 
of himself as indisputable focts, when, as a general rule, the 
direct ccmtrary might probably be more safely relied on. Mr. 
Barker remariu that ^Mr. Taylor and the other writers on the 
subject of Junius, refer to Junius's own declarations about him- 
self as unquestionable authority.'' Whereas, he observes, ** his 
object was profound concealment^ and this concealment v^ so 
necessary to his personal safety, that he would naturally take 
various means to mislead his readers in their inquiries after the 
mysterious writer.** 

Sp6culati(ms like the following have been published sufficient 
to compose a volume. The tall ^'stature of Junius," says Mr. 
Taylor, ^may be ascertained from a perusal of his Letters,'* 
because, ^ it is the custom only of tall men to attach, very com- 
monly, the epithet littk to those whom they are inclined to 
treat with disrespectful freedom." It has been contended that 
Junius was old, because he alleged his *' age and figure" as an 
excuse for declining to accept a ^ ball ticket for the lord mayor's 
day," from Mr. Wilkes, to dance a minuet with his daughter ; 
and moreover made use of the following expression : ^ after 
long experience of the world," in a letter to Woodfall. It is 
said also, that he must have been an old soldier, for he adopts 
^ VetereanT as asignature to some of his letters, and uses correct 
technical military phrases on several occasicms. But then, his 
letter to Junia is a puzzler, for that indicates jrouth. Thus has 
Junius been bandied about, and f<^wed into every nook and 
comer, wUle he, like a Will^wUhr^htmspf evades his pursuers at 
every turn. 

According to the ground that has been taken to ascertain the 
person of Junius, he must have belonged to that nation against 
which he appeared to entertain the most inveterate prejudices ; 
for, he says expressly, in one of his miscellaneous letters, signed 
** Scotus," and addressed to Lord Barrington : *^ My lord, I am 
a Scotchman." But in fact, Junius is most hapfHly described, 
in the peculiar manner of Shakspeare, in the declaraticm of 
lago respecting himself, ^lam not what I amy" and all search 
after him with a reliance on his own account of himself, wiD 
ever prove vain and fruitless. 
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The iMertion of Junius, in the Preface to his Letters, tfiat 
'' If I am a vain man, my gratification lies within a narrow cir- 
cle. I am the sde depository of my own secret, and it shall 
perish with me," is of the same character with his other declara- 
tions in cases relating personally to himself. On the above pas- 
sage, Dr. Good* remarics : ^ This must be understood only in 
general t^rms. From the following passage in Private Letters, 
No. 8, it is obvious that there were persons to whom the writer 
unbosomed himself; although there is still every reason for be- 
lieving that such persons formed, as be has expressed it above, 
only a narrow circle. * The last letter you printed, was idle and 
improper, and I assure you, printed against my own opinion. 
The truth is, there are people about me, whom I would wish 
not to contradict, and who had rather see Junius in the papers, 
ever 00 improperly, than not at all.' ** To the same effect is a pas- 
sage in Junius's Public Letters, No. 36. addressed to the duke of 
GraftuMi. 

^ But, in the relation you have borne to this country, you have 
no title to indulgence ; and if I had followed the dictates of my 
own opinion, I never should have allowed you the res|Hte of a 
moment In your public character, you have injured every 
subject of the empire ; and though an individual is not authorised 
to forgive the injuries done to society, he is called upon to assert 
his separate share in the public resentment I submitted, how- 
ever, to the judgment of men, more moderate, perhaps more 
candid, than myself. For my ovm part, I do not pretend to 
understand those prudent forms of decorum, those gentle rules 
of discretion, which some men endeavour to unite with the 
conduct of the greatest and most hazardous affairs. Engaged 
in the defence of an honourable cause, I would take a decisive 
part I should scorn to provide for a future retreat, or to keep 
terms with a man who preserves no measures with the public. 
Neither the abject submission of deserting his post in the hour 
of danger, nor even the sacred shield of cowardice should protect 
him. I would pursue him throu^ life, and try the last exertion 



* Dr. John Maaon Good, editor of O. WoodM'i JuniuB. 
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of my abilities to preserve the perishable infamy of his name, and 
make it immortal." 

In his private letter to WoodfiaJl, No. 51, he says, " the gen- 
deman who transacts the Conveyancing part of our correspond- 
ence, tells me there was mach difficulty last ni^t. For this 
reason, and because it could be no veay material for me to see 
a paper on Saturday which is to appear on Monday, I resolved 
not to send for it." The editor of G. WoodfalPs edition of 
Junius, who, it will appear throughout the work, was under the 
influence of two hostile principles, his conscience on the one 
hand ui^ng him to declare the truth, whilst his promise not to 
expose the author on the other, was stimulating him to deceive, 
notwithstanding what he had said respecting the narrow circle 
of Junius's confidants, here insinuates that the person alluded 
to was only the carrier of despatches, and ''was not intrusted 
with the full scope and object of his agency." Independently 
of the ridiculous affectation of styling a mere carrier or conveyer 
of packets, a gentleman who transacts any part of a corres- 
pondence, the term com^ancing will not admit of the con- 
struction here given. Although this gentleman did upon this 
occasion apply for papers for Junius, he is evidently. designated 
as the transcriber of the letters. Conveyancing is a technical, 
term in familiar use among lawyers, and Junius was too well 
read in the law to make use of it in the supposed ridiculous and 
inproper manner. Webster defines it, ** the act or business of 
drawing deeds, leases, &c" ; and as these are generally tran- 
scribed from printed copies, a lawyer would be very apt to 
apply the term analogically to the drafting of any other papers. 
Besides, from the care observable in the composition of the 
etters of Junius, it is evident that the first drafts of them must 
have been subjected to considerable correction before they were 
submitted to the press. 

We find that Junius was extremely anxious to obtain from 
Mr. Wilkes a correct copy of one of his letters to the Suppor- 
ters of the Bill of Rights, and in consequence of his request not 
having been complied vrith in time, he was under the necessity 
of fiimishing it '' from his own notes." And in respect to a 
letter he addressed to Mr. Garrick, he writes to Woodfall, "I 



INTRODVCTION. 15 

would send the above to Garrick directly, but that I would 
avoid having this hand too commonly seen. Oblige me then 
so much as to have it copied in any hand, and sent by the penny 
post" In this case, he could certainly not allude to his own 
hand-writing, but to that of the person usually employed to copy 
his letters. In short, it was not in the power of man to perform 
the labor required in carrying on the correspondences of Junius 
without assistance ; and it is probable that not a single public 
letter of his was sent to die printer in his own hand- writing. 
One assistant, at least, must have been constantly employed in 
transcribing. 

Besides the confidential agents required by Junius to procure 
information and prepare the letters for the press, I ^all, in the 
course of this worit, endeavour to ^ow, that Henry S. Wood- 
fall was made acquainted with the author before the publication 
of the letters in volumes, ancknot long after the receipt of Ju- 
luus's letter to him, dated Nov. 10. 1771, in which he says, ** I 
am persuaded you are too honest a man to contribute in any 
way to my destruction. Act honorably by me — and at 9l proper 
time you shall know me.** That his son, 6. Woodfall, at the time 
of publidung his complete edition of the pubUc and private letters 
of Junius, as well as Dr. Good, the editor of that edition, were 
also in possession of the name of the author : — ^And that Alexan- 
der Stephens, Esq. the biographerof John Home Tooke, and Sir 
Francis Burdett were, some time before the death of Junius, 
ranked among his.confidential friends. 

The evidence to establish these facts respecting all the above 
gentlemen, excepting the one last mentioned, arises from their 
contradictions, suppressions of facts, and incorrect statements, 
evidently done with a view of concealing the author of the 
letters ; but which consequently operate most powerfully to 
expose him. 

In making these remarks, I would by no means wish to be 
understood as impugning the character of those to whom they 
apply. They were, no doubt, under the most solemn engage- 
ments of secrecy ; and if their honorable endeavors to fulfil their 
obligations should produce a contrary effect from that intended, 
no blame can be charged to their account. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Eoctractsfrom the Anvertisement and PreHminary Essayprefixed 
to O. WoodfalTs Junius f with Remarks. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

^ The present edition contains, besides the letters published 
by authority of Junius himself, others written by the same au- 
thor, under various signatures, which appeared in the Public 
Advertiser from April 1767, to May 1772, together with his 
Private Letters, peculiarly curious and interesting, addressed 
to his printer, the late Mr. H. S. Woodfall, and his confidential 
correspondence with Mr. Wilkes. These latter papers only 
reached the proprietor's hands after a considerable part of the 
work had been printed off, and will account for the unavoidable 
omission of any notice of them in the Preliminary Essay. 

It is in perfect consistency with the plan at first proposed by 
the author, but which he was compelled in some degree to depart 
from, as remarked in the Preliminary Essay, that the edition 
now offered contains, independently of his more finished com- 
positions under the signature of Junius and Philo Junius, letters 
under other signatures, bearing nevertheless characteristic and 
unequivocal marks of proceeding from the same pen; and 
which, though written periiaps with more haste than the former, 
exhibit merit enough to accompany them ; while they possess 
no small portion of additional value as comments upon points 
that require elucidation. 

The editor, in thus deciding upon materials which lie scat- 
tered through what the author terms six ''solid folios," will be 
found seldom to have relied altogether upon his own judgment, 
but to have availed himself of a variety of minute clues result- 
ing from incidental references, or open acknowledgments in the 
Private Letters ; direct charges of contemporary laborers in the 
same political vineyard, which were not disavowed by Junius 
himself, as it was his custom whenever " other persons* sins," 
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iittmax>us Other casual hints both in the acknowledged and more 
(to adopt his own language,) were attributed to him ; or from 
payable Miscellaneous Letters, of which the reader, it is pre- 
sumed, will meet vnth instances enou^ to satisfy himself as he 
proceeds. 

To the author^s explanatory notes, the present editor has added 
such others through the entire progress of the woik, as the 
intervening lapse of time has seemed to render necessary, and 
though some of them are longer than he could have wished, yet 
from the circumstance of their having been written in amwer 
to letters from Junius^ he has thought it more desirable that they 
should appear in the form in which they are now offered, than 
be pressed into the text of the work, by which means its present 
size must have been very considerably extended ; and the plan, 
as devised by the author^ have been in some instances departed 
from* Many of these notes, moreover, selected from the Public 
Advertiser, will be found in themselves extremely curious and 
valuable, while at the same time they are no where else to be 
. met with.* The text has been carefully collated vnth the jour- 
nal in which the letters originally appeared, and v^ numerous 
errors which have creptr into all the editions, except the genuine 
one published by Mr. H. S. Woodfall himself, and which have 
been considerably multiplied in Uie later impresmons, have been 
carefully corrected or expunged.t 

"^ TlieflereniaikB, it may be presmned, are intended as ao apology for introduc- 
ing in the notes, letters and other writings which deserve no place among the Let- 
ters of Janius, otherwise, than as composing a part of his ptM&etd works ; which, 
it seems, was the wish of the author should be published entire. To say that 
these *' are no where else to be met with,** is incorrect I shall notice these pro. 
doctionB as they occasionally occur. 

A very small portion of the notes, by the way, were wrtften in annoer to UUer$ 
from Junius. The contrary assertion was no doubt made to divert the attention 
of the reader from the absurdity of admitting into the woH( matter irrelevant and 
disconnected with it, excepting for reasons above stated. 

Some of the notes signed * Editor,* indicate such minute knowledge of men 
and circumstances connected with the times in which the letters were written, 
as to render it probable that they were the productions of the author. — Am, Ed, 

t A gentleman, much attached to the writings of Junius, and who is a very 
accurate En^^h scholar, has favored me with his manuscript corrections of errors 
in these Letters. Most of them, however, are corrected in the copy before us ; yet 

3 
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The various faiosiiniles of the hand-writing of Juniiis, 
which are executed with peculiar fidelity, haye been selected 
from those parts of his manuscripts which present the greatest 
diversity of penmanisiiip, though the differences, except in that 
numbered eight,* are so trifling, that a hard or a soft, a good or 
a bad pen, is altogether sufficient to account for them. The 
papers which have been co{Hed for specimens of the writing of 
Junius, will be found in tlMsir due order, among the Private 
Letters. The other fac-similes, as well as the seals, have been 
delineated with equal accuracy. 

Hie proprietor feels it a duty incumbent upon him, before 
he closes this advertisemfent, to make his warmest acknow- 
leci^ments to several disdnguished characters who have in- 
spected the papers in his possession, and who have kindly 
afforded him much valuable assistance. 

To the gentl^nan to whom he stands so much indebted fcnr 
the very valuable addition of the private correspondence be- 
tween Junms and Mr. Wilkes, and which probably renders the 
whole of the poUtioal writings of the foimer complete, he begs 
most particularly to return his unfeigned gratitude. 

To his mcNre immediate personal friends for the warm interest 
they have evinced in the success of his undertaking, he feds 
far beycmd what he is able to express. And he now submits 
these voltunes to the judgment of the political and literary 
worid, with deference and respect, in the hope that his earnest 
endeavours to present them for the first time with a complete 
and perfect edition of the Letters, and, as far as may be, the 
Political Works^ of Junius, will not be wholly unsuccessful, 
and that he shall experience the further satisfaction of finding 
it acknowledged, that the task has been at least impartially exe- 
cuted. 

Patbrmostbr Row, April 15, 181S.** 



there are two in this edition that are not unworthy of notice, and which J will here 
point out for the benefit of future publishers. One occurs in the first letter, near 
the close of the nzth paragraph, viz : didanOionM^ instead of dedamtOiimM. The 
other is fofund in the twentieth letter, third line firom the beginning: modmO^, 
instead of fiuNlestfy. Thatme reading of this passage is given in Almon'a edition. 

* This is the number made use of in this volume. 
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The phraae ^'Polkicid Woi^" is printed in the same man- 
ner as aljove, in WoodfaH's edition ; which evidently indicates 
the editor's knowledge that Junius had written other works. If 
he had not known thus fact, he could not with any propriety have 
made use of the expression politiad; but would have said, 
^ all the works of Junius, of which he had any knowledge,'' or 
somedung to thateffect The inferenceis irresistible; and the 
woric, in the moid of the editor, written by the same author, 
was, I have no doubt, a <;elebrated philological work, entitled 
*' Epea Pteroenta," 

I shall omit no oj^rtunity of adducing proofs of this edi* 
tor's knowledge of Junius; because, that fact being established, 
his evasiims will, to an ahnost absolute certainty, p(unt out the 
author. 

PRELIMINARY ESSAY« 

** It was not (rom p6rs(Mial vanity, but a fair estimate of his 
own merit, and the importance of the subject on which he 
' wrote, that the author of these letters predicted their imnKM** 
tality. The matter and the manner, the times and the talents 
they disclose, the popularity which attended them at their outset, 
the impression they produced on the public mind, and the tri- 
umph of the doctrines they inculcate, all equaOy concur in 
stamping for them a passport to the most distant posterity. 

In their range, these letters comprise a period of about five 
years ; from the middle of 1767 to the middle of 1772 ; and 
never has the history of thb country, from its origin to the pre- 
sent hour, exhibited a period of equal extent that more peremp- 
torily demanded the severe, decisive, and overpowering pen of 
such a writer as Junius. 

It was at this period, that the letters successively made their 
appearance in the Public Advertiser. The classical chastity of 
their language, the exquisite force and perspicuity of their ar- 
gument, the keen severity of their reproach, the extensive in- 
formation they evinced, their fearless and decisive tone, and, 
above all, their stem and steady attachment to the purest prin- 
ciples of the constitution, acquired for them, with an almost 
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electric speed, a popularity which no series of letters have since 
possessed, nor perhaps ever wiU ; and what is of far greater 
consequence, diiiiised among the body of the people a dearer 
knowledge of their constituti<Hial rights than they had ever be- 
fore attained, and animated them with a more determined spirit 
to maintain them inviolate. Enveloped in the cloud of a ficti- 
tious name, the writer of these philippics, unseen himself, be- 
held with secret satisfacticm, the vast influence of his labours, 
and enjoyed, though, as we shall afterwards observe, not always 
without apprehension, the universal hunt that was made to de- 
tect him in his disguise. He beheld the people extolling him, 
the court execrating him, and ministers and more than ministers 
trembling beneath the lash of his invisible hand. 

But, after all, who or what was Junius? UbisshadawofaTiame^ 
who thus shot his unerring arrows from an impenetrable con- 
cealment, and punished without being perceived? The ques- 
tion is natural ; and it has been repeated almost without inter- 
mission,from the appearance ofhis first letter. It is not unnatural, 
moreover, from the pertinacity with which he has at all times 
eluded discovery, that the vanity of many political writers of 
inferior talents should have induced them to lay an indirect 
claim to his Letters, and especially after the danger of respon- 
sibiUly had considerably ceased. Yet while the editor of the 
present impression does not undertake to communicate the real 
name of Junius, he pledges himself to prove, from incontro- 
vertible evidence, afibrded by the private letters of Junius him- 
self daring the period in question, in connexion with other 
documents, that tM one of these pretenders has ever had the 
smaUestright to the distinction tohich some of them have ardentfy 
coveted. 

The private and confidential letters, addressed to the late 
Mr. Woodfall, are now for the first time made public by his sco, 
who is in possession of the author's autographs ; and from the 
various facts and anecdotes they disclose, not only in relation 
to this extraordinary character, but to other characters as well, 
they cannot fail of being highly interesting to the political world. 
To IxBcve published these letters at an earlier period, would have 
been a gross breach of trust and decorum : the term of trusty 
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however, seeois at length to haoe expired ; most of the parties 
have paid the debt of nature, and should any be yet living, the 
length of time which has since elapsed has so completely blunt- 
ed the asperity of the strictures they contain, that they could 
scarcely object to so remote a publication of them. Junius, in 
the career of his activity, was the man of the people; and when 
the former can receive no injury from the disclosure^ the latter 
have certainly a claim to every information that can be commu- 
nicated concerning him." 

Respecting the manuscr^ts of Junius, the editor makes the 
following remarks : 

^ There must have been some misunderstanding either of the 
extent of the question, or the nature of the answer in that part 
of a conversation which Mr. Campbell, in his life of Hu§^ 
Boyd, states to have occurred between Mr. H. S. Woodfall, 
(editor and one of the prc^rietors of the PubUc Advertiser,) and 
lumself^ in relation to the preservation of these, autographs. ' I 
{MTOceeded,' says Mr. CampbeU, 'to ask him if he had preserved 
any of the manuscripts of Junius? He said he had not.' p. 
164 The veracity of Mr. H. S. Woodfall is well known to 
have been unimpeachable ; and it is by no means the intention 
of Ifae ecKtor to suspect that of Mr. Campbell. It is probable 
that Mr. Woodfall understood the question to be, whether he 
had regularly preserved the manuscripts of Junius, or had pre- 
served any of the manuscripts of Junius which had pubUcly 
appeared under that s^nature ? No man, not even Mr. Camp- 
bell himself, could have suspected Mr. Woodfall to have been 
gmhy of a wiUul falsehood ; nor can any advantage be assigned 
or even conceived that could possibly have resulted firom such 
a falsehood, had it taken place.'' 

The foregoing passage contains a pretty broad insinuation 
to be sure, that the original letters of Junius had been destroy- 
ed, or at least, had not been preserved by Mr. H. S. Woodfall ; 
whiclH by the way, must have been weU known to his son, and 
his not openly declaring it here can only be accounted for on 
the supposition of his being obligated not to reveal or weaken 
any part of the mystery respecting every thing that bore the 
most distant relation to Junius. Mr. Woodfall however, has, 
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cnnce the publication of the above, with ai^Nirent reluctance, 
avowed the fact in this caae ; which is of some consequence, 
because it goes to corroborate the statement of a gentleman 
who, in my opinion, knew much more of this aflbir than Mr. 
WoodfalL 

Mr. Barker, p. 67 of his Preface, observes, that ** the only 
specimens of Junius's writing, whether in a real or feigned hand, 
whether in his own hand or in the hand of an amanuensis, on 
which reliance can be placed, are the private letters of Junius 
to Mr. H. S. Woodfall, in the possession of the present Mr. 
WoodfaO." IVhich he confirms by the testimony of the latter 
as follovrs : I. By a letter addressed to him from Mr. Coventiy, 
dated Jan. 5, 1828, who says, ^ Mr. Woodfall. declares that 
every year it was his father^s custom to destroy all the papers 
of the preceding year ; but with respect to Junius's correspon- 
dence, there is every reason to believe, that after such letters 
were printed, it was the invariable custom to retum them to 
Junius, through the medium of the coffee-houses. Without any 
private opinion, we have sufficient evidence from the correspcm- 
dence between him and Mr. WoodfieJl, that such packets were 
regularly sealed and delivered. What else could they contain V* 
% By a letter from Mr. Charles Butler, author of ^ Reminis- 
cences,'' who thus writes : ** I know from Mr. Woodfall himself, 
that he thinks the originals of Junius's Letters were destroyed 
by his father ; but, as Junius's letters had so much real, and so 
much possible importance, I cannot believe the fact Mr. 
Woodfiall, however, is persuaded of it ; and is convinced, that 
fK>mehow or other, I am mistaken in thinking I saw the onginal 
letters in the custody of Mr. Wilkes." 

Mr. John Home Tooke, long before the above disclosures 
were made, asserted that the original letters had been oB gur^ 
rendered^ as is stated by his biographer, Mr. Stephens, in vol. ii. 
p. 358, as foQows : 

^ Some oHiversation occurred that day, (June 21, 1807,) at 
dinner, relative to Junius. He lauded at the idea of Mr. 
Boyd's being the author, as affirmed by Almon. On being told 
that Mr. Henry Sampson Woodfall had intimated that he was 
in possession of several letters from him, in a fine Italian hand, 
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and seeiDiiigly written by means of a crow-quill, he observed, 
^ tbat Mr. Woodfall was a very honest man ; but he doubted the 
fiict ! They had been all mrrenderedr 

''One of the company now asked, 'if he knew the authwl' 
On the question being put, he immediately crossed his knife and 
fork on his plate, and, assuming a stem look, replied, ' I do f 
His manner, tone, and attitude were all too formidable to admit 
of any further interrogatories." 

Mr. Tooke evidently appeared to be conseious that be had 
committed himself too far, and was determined to put a stq) 
to any fiirther conversation on the subject* 

I diall here make some remarks on the preceding extracts. 
We find that the editor, previously to commencing this woriK» 
had received materiaU which lay scattered through what the au^ 
tkortenmd **$iac $olid folios ^ and the question may be asked» 
finom whence did they come ? Except we believe that they 
were handed to the publisher in the manner the Koran is said 
to have been dehvei^ed to Mahomet, we must suppose that diey 
were given to Urn by the writer, duly prepared for the press ; 
with notes to be inserted agreeably to ^tiiepUm as devised by 
theauihor;** that the author viras well known to the publisher; 
diat these six folios were six volumes of the Public Advertiser ; 
that every article they contained written by Junius, was so de- 
qigp»*H by him ; and that their publication was prohibited till 
after the death of the author. 

Tlie editor says, *^ To have published these letters at an ear^ 
lierperiodj wouM have been ^grossbreach of trust and deco> 
rum ; the term of trusty however, seems at length to have 
expired;^ and adds, ''Junius in the career of his activity, was 
the man of the people ; and when the/ormer can receive*7io in- 
jury from the disclosure^ the latter have certainly a daim to 
every information that can be communicated concerning him." 

These passages indicate the death of Junius in as plain terms 
as could be expected from a writer desirous of involving every 
thing respecting him in obscurity. The suppositioa that the 
publication might be justifiaUe on account of most of the parties 
havingpaidthe debtef nature^ can have no we^ht except Junius 
be inckided among them. Because the few sarcasms in the 
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private letters bear no comporison to the bitter invectives in the 
public letters ; and those, besides, were of such trifling con- 
sideiution that they might have been omitted. What object 
couM a writer effect by abusing public men in private letters to 
his printer, not to be publidied ? 

The conclusion, therefore, that Junius ceased to exist at the 
time of printing this complete edition of his political works, 
(July 15, 1812,) is inevitable. 

llie question then naturally occurs, what man of talents died 
at this period that could with propriety be suspected of writing 
these letters ? I answer, that the death of a gentleman about 
this time is recorded, whose abilities and principles eminently 
qualified him for this work. I allude to John Home Tooke, 
who died, according to the statement of his biographer, ^ on the 
night of Wednesday, March 18, 1812, in the seventy-seventh 
year of his age ; a man (says Mr. Stephens,) equaUy singular 
in his character, his opinions, and his fortunes." 

This hq>pened within three days of four months previously 
to the appearance of this publication ; which was as soon as a 
work of such magnitude could be prepared and printed. 

^It wason the 28th of ^ril, in the year 1767, that the late 
Mr* H. S. Woodfall, received, amidst other letters from a great 
number of correspondents, for the use of the PuUic Advertiser 
of which he was a proprietor, the first public address of this 
celebrated writer. He had not then assumed the name, or 
rather written under the signature of Junius ; nor did he always 
indeed assume a signature of any kind. When he did so, how- 
ever, his signatures were diversified, and the chief of them 
were Mnemon and Atticus, Lucius, Junius, and Brutus. 

There were also a variety of othfer names occasionally as- 
sumed by this fertile political writer, to answer particular pur- 
poses, or more completely to conceal himself, and carry forward 
his extensive design. That of Philo-Junius, he has avowed to 
the pubUc, in the authorised edition of the Letters of Junius : 
but besides this they have yet to recognise him under the mask 
of PopUcola, Domitian, Vindex, and a variety of others, as the 
subjoined pages will sufficiently testify. 
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Fkt>m the extraordinary effect produced by bis first letter 
under the signature of Junius, be resolved to adhere to this 
fflgnature exclusively, in all his subsequent letters, in which he 
took more than.ordinary pains, and which alone he was desir- 
ous of being attributed to himself; while to other letters, corn- 
posed vnth less care, and merely explanatory of passages in his 
more finished addresses, or introduced for some other collateral 
purpose, he subs^bed some random name vrhich occurred to 
him at the moment. The letters of Philo-Junius are alone an 
exoeption to this remark. These he always intended to acknow* 
leclge ; and in truth they are for the most part composed with 
so much of the peculiar style, and finished accuracy of the 
Letters of Junius, properly so called, that it would have requir- 
ed but little discernment to have regarded the two correspon- 
den||f as the same person under dififererit characters, — idem et 
atter* — if Junius himself had not at length admitted them to 
be his ovm productions. 

No man but he, vdio, t?ith athorough knowledge of our au- 
thor's style, undertakes to examine all the numbers of the Pub- 
lic Advertiser for the three years in question, can have any idea 
of the immense fatigue and trouble he submitted to by the 
composition of other letters, under other signatures, in orde;* to 
support the pre-eminent pretensions and character of Junhis, 
attacked as it was by a multipUcity of writers in favour of ad** 
ministration, to whom, as Junius, he did not choose to make any 
reply virhatever. Surely Junius himself, when he first under- 
took the office of public political censor, could by no means 
foresee the labor with which he was about toeneuihber him- 
self. And instead of wondering that he should have disappear* 
ed at the distance of about five years, we ought much rather to 
be surprised that he should have persevered through half of 
this period with a spirit at once so inde&tigable and invincible. 
Junius had n» time for remote excursicms, nor often for relaxa** 
tion, even in the vicinity of the metropoUs itself. 

Yet from his private letters we could almost collect* a jour- 
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nal of his absences, if not an itinerary of his little tours : for 
he does not appear to have left London at any tin^ ^thout 
some notice to the printer, either of his intention, or c^ the fact 
itself upon his return home ; independently of which «the fre- 
quency and regularity of his correspondence seldom allowed of 
distant travel. *^ I have been out of town,*^ says he, in his let- 
ter of Nov. 8, 1769, ^for three weeks; and though I got your 
last, could not conveniently answer it** — On another occasion, 
^ I have been some days in the country, and could not conve- 
niently send for your letter until this night ;" and again, ^ I ipust 
see proof-sheets of the Dedication and Preface ; and these, if 
at all, I must see before the end of next week.'' In like man- 
ner, ''I want rest most severely, and am going to find it in the 
country /or. a few daysP 

The editor, in his xemaiks above on the Itineraries of JiQiius, 
as deduced, from his private letters, either meant to dupe Kis 
readers, or was egregiously duped himself. To suppose that 
Junius would detail all his movements to his printer, whom he 
wished to keep in utter isnorance of his person, and who un- 
doubtedly was so at this tmie, is to deny him the common pru- 
dence which guides men of ordinary capacity. In the very 
letter alluded to, of Nov. 8, 1769, Junius intimates the want of a 
proper topic for discussion, anci says, ^ but as soon as a good 
subject offers," giving it to be understood that on such occur- 
rence he should be heard from. But the fact however, was, in 
my opinion, that Junius iqx>n this occasion came- frcHn the 
country to the city to obtain information respecting the case of 
General Gansel. No letter speared from Junius, under that sig- 
nature or any other, from Oct. 17 to Nov. 14; when he addressed 
the printer, under the signature of Philo-Junius, as follows : 

*' The variety of remarks which have been made upon the 
last letter of Junius, and my own opinion of the writer, \dio, 
whatever may be his faults, is certainly not a weak man, have 
induced me to examine, with some attention, the subject of that 
letter. . Without considering the ornamented style he has adopt- 
ed, I determined to look fiurther into the matter, before I decid- 
ed upon the merits of his letter. The first step I took was to 
inquire into the truth of the facts ; for, if these \7ere either false 
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or misreiNreseiited, the most artful exertion of his understand- 
ingf in reasoning upon them, would only be a disgrace to him. 
Nowy sir, I hove found eveiy circumstance stated by Junius to 
be^teraUy true. — ^General Gransel persuaded the baiUffs to con- 
duct ham to the parade, and certainly solicited a corporal, and 
other soldiers, to assist him. in making his escape. Captain 
Dodd did certainly apply to Captain Garth for the asastance of 
his guard. Captain Cktrth declined appearing himself, but stood 
aloof, while the other took upon himself to order out the king's 
guard, and by main force rescued the general It is also strictly 
true, that the general was escorted by a file of musqueteers to 
aplacO'Of security. These are facts, Mr. WoodfaU, which I 
promise you no gentleman in the guards will deny. If all or 
any of them are false, why are they not contradicted by the 
parties themselves V , 

TluB inquiry took up the time which Junius pretended was 
passed in recreation in the country. 

The second excursion noticed above, is mentioned by Junius 
in a letter to Woodfall, dated Aug. 16, 1769. 

By turning to the notes accompanying the private letters of 
the above period, inserted in accordance with " the plan as de* 
vised by the author," we shall ascertain how Junius was em- 
ployed at this time, and which will account for his neglecting 
the correspondence under his usual signature. We there find 
that on the 5th of July, Junius was engaged in bringing forward 
a petition to the king from the livery of London. 

Subsequently, in the same month, the dispute between Home 
and Onslow occurred; in whidi, it, vrill hereafter be shown, 
Junius took no inconsiderable part. In fact, '^ the same person 
under difierent characters — idem ti alter'* — is very conspicuous 
in this transaction. 

'^ The last political letter that ever issued under the signature 
of Junius was addressed to lord Camden. It appeared in the 
Public Advertiser for Jan. 21, 1772, and followed the. pubhca- 
tion of his long and elaborate address to lord Mansfield upon 
the illegal bailmg of Eyre ; and was designed to stimulate the 
earl to a renewal of the c<mte8t which he had commenced with 
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the chief justice towards the close of the preceding sessioii of 
parliament. It possesses the peculiarity of being.the only en- 
comiastic letter that ever fell from his pen imder the signatur^of 
Junius. 

With his public address to the people, in letter 58, he seema 
in the first instance to have resolved upon closing his labors at 
least under the eharacter of Junius, provided no beneficial 
effect were likely to result from it, and as the printer had ex- 
pressed to him an earnest desire of publishing a genuine edition 
of his letters in a collective form, in consequence of a variety of 
incorrect and spurious editions at that time circulating through 
the nation, he seems to have thought that a consent to such a 
plan would afford him a good ostensible motive for putting a 
finish to his public career ; and on this account he not only ac- 
ceded to the proposal, but undertook to superintend it as far as 
his invisibility might allow him ; as also to add a few notes, as 
well as a dedication and preface. 

The plan for publication, however, v^as not matured 
till October, 1771 ; when it was determined that the woric 
should comprise all the letters which had passed under the sig- 
natures of Junius and Philo-Junius to this period inclusively, 
and be occasionally enriched by a selection of other letters un- 
der a variety of other signatures, which independently of that 
of niilo-Junius, our author, as has been observed already, not 
unfrequently employed to explain what required explanation, or 
defend what demanded vindication,- and which l)e himself 
thought sufficiently corriect to associate with his more labored 
productions. In the prosecution of this intention however, he . 
still made the two following alterations. Instead of closing the 
regular series of letters possessing the signature of Junius with 
that dated Oct. 5, 1771, upon the subject of ^ the unhappy dif- 
ferences," as he there calls them, ^' which had arisen among the 
friends of the people, and divided them firom each other^ — he 
added five others which the events of the day had impelled him 
to write during the reprinting of the letters, notwithstanding 
the intention he had expressed of offering nothing further under 
this signature. And instead of introducing the explanatmy 
letters written under other ^signatures, he omfined hunaelf, in 
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order tbat the work might be publidied before the ensuing ses- 
son of parliament, to three ju9tificat9ry papers alone : the .first 
i^er the title of ''A Friend of Junius,^ containing an answer 
to ^* A Barrister at Law;'' the secondhon anonyftious declara- 
tion upon certain points on which his opinion had been mistaken 
or misre(M«sented ; and the third an extract from a letter to Mr. 
HVilkes, drawn up for the purpose of being laid before the Bill 
of Rq^ts Society, and vindicating himself from the chai^ of 
having written in favor of long parliaments and rotten bo- 
roughs. This last however, was furnished, not by Mr. IVllkes, 
but from bis own notes. 

To judge of the moral and political character of Junius from 
his writings, as well private as public, he appears to have been 
a man of a bold and ardent spirit, tenaciously honorable in his 
personal connexions, but vehement and inveterate in his enmi- 
ties, and quick and irritable in conceiving them. In his state 
principles he was strictly constitutional, excepting, periuqps, 
upon the single point of denying the impeccability of the crown ; 
in those of religion, he at least ostensibly professed an attach- 
menf to the established church. 

Of his personal and private honor however, we can only 
judge from his connexion vrith Mr. Woodfall. Yet this c<m- 
nexion is perhaps sufficient ; throughout the whole of it he 
appears in a li^t truly ingenuous and liberal. 

lliat Junius was quick and irritable in conceiving disgust, and 
vehement and even at times malignant in hi? enmities, we may 
equally ascertain from his private and his public conununica- 
tions. In the violence of his hatreds almost every one whom 
he attacks is guilty in the extreme ; there are no degrees of com- 
parison either in their criminality or his own detestation : the 
whole is equally supcriatire. 

Yet it is not difficult to account for the more violent of his 
political abhorrences ; and which seem, indeed, to have been 
almost exclusively directed against the duke of Grafttm and 
lonb Mansfield and Banrington, in conjunction with the eari of 
Bute : for his attacks upon the duke of Bedford and Sir Wil* 
liam Bkckstone, are but light and casual when compared vrith 
his incessant and unmitigated tirades against these noblemen. 
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FinBly footed in the best whig principles of the day, he had 
an invincible hatred of lord Bute as the grand prop and founda- 
tion-stone of toryism in its worst and most arbitrary tendencies: 
as introduced into Caiiton-house against the consent of his 
present Majesty's royal grandfiither, through the overweening 
favoritism of the princess dowager of Wales ; as having obtained 
an entire ascendency over this princess, and through this prin- 
cess over the king, whose non-age had been entirely entrusted 
to him, and through the king over the cabinet and the parBa- 
i^ent itself. The introduction of lord Bute into the post of chief 
preceptor to his Majesty was in our author's opinion an inex- 
piable evil. ^ That" says he, *^ was the salient point from which 
all the mischiefs and disgraces of the present reign took life and 
motion." Thus despising the tutor, he could have no great 
reverence for the pupil : and hence the personal dislike he too 
frequently betrays, aiid occasionally in language altogether in- 
temperate and unjustifiable, for the Sovereign. Hence, too, 
his unconquerable prejudice against Scotchmen of every rank. 

The same cause excited his antipathy against lord Mansfield, 
even before his lordship's arbitrary line of conduct had prftved 
that our author^s suspicions concerning him were well-founded. 
Lord •Mansfield, under the patronage of lord Stormont, had 
been educated with the highest veneration for the whole Stuart 
family, and especially for the Pretender ; whose health, when 
a young man, had been his favorite toast, and to whom his 
brother was private and confidential secretary. It was for these 
sentiments, and for the politics whiah intruded themselves in 
his judicial proceedings, where the crovm was concerned, that 
our author expressed himself in audi bitter terms against the 
chief justice. 

His detestation of the duke of Grttflon proceeded from his 
grace's having abandoned his patron lord Chatham, and the 
whig principles into which h& had been initiated under him, to 
gratify his own ambition on the first offer that occurred : from 
his having afterwards united sometimes with the Bedford party, 
sometimes with lord Bute, and sometimes with other connex- 
ions of whatever principles or professions. Whenever the union 
appeared favorable to his personal views ; and from his having 
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hereby prevented tha^ general coalition of the different divigions 
of whig statesmen, which must in all probability have proved 
permanently triumphant over the power of the king himself. 
^ My abhorrence of the duke," says Junius, *' arises from an 
intimate knowledge of his character, and from a thorough con- 
viction that his baseness has been the cause of greater mischief 
to England than even the unfortunate ambitioA of lord Bute." 

Lord Barrington he might justly despise and even hate for 
his political versatilities and want of all principle ; for atroci- 
ties indeed, which no man can yet have forgotten, and which 
never can be buried in forgetfulness but with the total oblivi<m 
of his name. 

These were the prime objects of our author's abhorrence ; 
and in {NX>portion as other politicians were connected with them 
by principles or want of principles, confederacy, nation or ev6n 
fiumly, he abhorred them also.* 



* The chamcter here drawn of Juniue accords so exactly with that of John 
Home Tooke, as represented by Mr. Stephens, his biographer, that I am induced 
to insert tho Utter in this place, as showing a singular coincidence. It is as 
ftUows: 

*'It most be acknowledged, that he carried his personal enmities too fitf. I 
am weU aware, however, it may be suggested by his admirers, that his animosities 
were chiefly of a poUfical nature, and that his wrongs and sufferings had been 
great, uniform, and durable. There was at times, howcTer, a certain degree of 
faittemeas in his animoaitiea, that it would have been ftc more philooophical, 
either to have mitigated or avoided. 

He hinvelf appears to have been sensible of this; for he allows "that he 
speaks too sharply for philosophy ;" but it is added, that he disdained " to handle 
any usefol truth daintily, as if he feared it should sting him.** 

On the ether hand, the warmth of his temperament, perhaps, rendered him 
pecnliariy susceptible of gratitude ; for a sense of benefits is exhibited in general 
in the same proportion as a sense of wrongs. The fervor and uniformity of his 
friendships were also conspicuous ; and thus, like most men of strong passions, 
he both loved an<f hated in extremes. 

In political aflSurs, Mr. Tooke was prone to suspicion ; and always seemed to 
think himself justified, on such occasions, to attribute the springs of human ac- 
tion to the worst motives. 

When he found his jealousy realised, he would then freely indulge in his attacks, 
both personaTand political ; and on such occasions, no one was ever better cal- 
eidated *' t^ give the bastinado with his toogue.t'' Wit, ridicule, sarcasm, were 

1 fing John, act 3, scene S. * 
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His view of the principles and powers- of the constitatioiiy 
appears to be equally correct and perspicuous. Upon the ques- 
tion of general warrants ; of the rights of juries to return general 
verdicts, or in other words, to determine ^upon the law as well 
as upon the fact ; of the unlimited powisr of lords chief justices 
to admit to bail ; of the iU^ality of suspending acts of parlia- 
ment by proclamation, we owe him much ; he was a wahn and 
rigid supporter of the co-extent, as well as co-existence of the 
three estates of the government, and it was from this principle 
alone he argued against the system of indefinite privilege as 
appertaining to either house individually ; and as allowing it a 
power of arbitrary piunishment, for what iftay occasionally be 
regarded as a contempt of suc^ house, or a breach of such pri- 
vilege. 

Hie severity with which our author uniformly satirized every 
violation of public decorum, at least entitles him to public grati- 



each employed in its turn, and he would then address himself to (he company, 
and aiiect to condemn his own suspicions in the language of his faTourite bard : 



•" I do beseech you. 



Though I— perchance, am vicious in my guess, 
(As I confess, it is my nature's plague, 
To spy into idmset ; and ofl, my jealousy 
Shapes faults that are not) that your wisdom yet, 
Prom one that so imperfectly conceits, 
Would take no notice.^" 

Gay, lively, and full of pleasantry in general conversation ; on politics alone, 
he was bitter, vituperative, and inflexible. On those occasions, however,, he 
seemed to be actuated solely by conviction ; and it is no small praise that, with- 
out regarding populairity, he was constantly on the side of liberty. 

That he who quarrelled with Mr. Wilkes for his bad faith ; who attacked lord 
Mansfield for his iUegal decisions ; who opposed Mr. Fox on account of liis coali- 
tion ; and boldly, but fruitlessly urged the charge of apostacy against Mr. Pitt, 
should have created a multitude of enemies, cannot excite much sniprise. This, 
perhaps, will assist in solving the paradox, by enabling us to discover why he whe 
was uniform in his politics, should be detested for double dealing ; why one, 
constantly actuated by principle,, should be termed a hypocrite ; and why a man 
attached to the constitution in' all its forms, should be branded with the naine of 
arepubli€an.''-nt/9]ii. Edit. 

"^ Othello, act 3, scene 3. 
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tilde, and does credit to the purity of his heart : and if his 
morality may be judged of by various occanonal observati<Mi8 
and advices scattered throughout his private intercourse with 
Mr. Woodfall, it is impossible to do otherwise than approve 
both his principles and his conduct 

Whether the writer of these letters had any other and less 
worthy object in view than that he uniformly avowed, namely, a 
desire to subserve the best political interests of his country, it is 
impossible to ascertain with precision. It is unquestionably no 
common occurrence in history, to behold a man thus steadily, 
and almost incessantly, for five years, vdunteeruig Us services 
in the cause of the people, amidst abuse and slander firom every 
party, exposed to universal resentment, unknown, and not 
daring to be known, without having any personal object to 
acquire, any sinister motive of individual aggrandisement or 
reward. Yet nothing either in his public or private letters 
affords us the remotest hint that he was thus actuated. Through- 
out the whole, from first to last, in the midst of all his warmth, 
and rancour, his aigument and declamation, his appeal to the 
public, and his notes to his confidential friend, he seems to have 
been influenced by the stimulus of sound and genuine patriotism 
alone. With this he commenced his career, and vrith this he 
retired from the field of action, retaining, at least a twelvemonth 
afterwards, the latest period in which we are able to catch a 
g^pse of him, the same poUtical sentiments he had professed 
on Us first appearance before the world, and still ready to renew 
his efforts tt^ very moment he could perceive they had a chance 
of being attended with benefit. Under these circumstances, 
therefore, however difficult it may be to acquit Um altogether 
of personal considerations, it is still more difficult, and must be 
altogether unjust, ungenerous, and illogical to suspect Us 
integrity. 

It has often been said, from the general knowledge he has 
evinced of English jurisprudence, that he must have studied the 
law professionally : and in one of lis private letters already 
quoted, he ^ves Us personal opinion upon the mode in wUch 
the information of the king against Woodfall was drawn up, in 
a manner that may serve to countenance such an opinioik 

5 
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To pursue this critique furtfier would be to disparage the 
judgment of the reader. Upon the whole these letters, whether 
considered as classical and correct compositions, or as addresaes 
of popular and impressive eloquence, are well entitled to the 
distinction they have acquired ; and quoted as they have been, 
with admiration, in the senate by such nice judges and accom* 
plished scholars as Mr. Burke and lord Eldon, eulogized by Dr. 
Johnson, and admitted by the author of the Pursuits of litera- 
ture, to the same rank among EngUsh clasacs as Livy or Tacitus 
among Roman, there can be no doubt that they will live com- 
mensurately with the language in which they are composed. 

These few desultory and imperfect hints are the whole that 
the writer of this essay has been able to collect concerning the 
author of the letters of Junius. Yet desultory and imperfect 
«s they are, he still hopes that they may not be utterly destitute 
both of interest and utility. Although they do not undertake 
positivdy to ascertain who the author was, they offer a fau* test 
to point out negatively who he was not ; and to enable ua to 
reject ibe pretensions, of a host of persons, whose friends have 
claimed for them so distinguished an honor. 

From the observations contained in this essay it would aeem 
to follow unquestionably that the author of the letters of Junius 
was an Englishman of hi^ cultivated education, deeply versed 
in the language, the laws, the constitution and history of his 
native country : that he was a man of easy if not of afiluent cir- 
cumstances, of unsulliedhonorand generosity, who had it equally 
in his heart and in his power to contribute to the necessities of 
other persons, and especially of those who were exposed to 
troubles of any kind on his own account : that he was in habits 
of confidential intercourse, if not with different members of the 
cabinet, vrith politicians who were most intimately fimoiliar with 
the court, and entrusted with all its secrets ; that he had attained 
an age which would allow him,without vanity, toboastof an ample 
knowledge and experience of the world : that during the years 
1767, 68, 69, 70, 71, and part of 1772, he resided almost con- 
stantly in London or its inctntty, devot;Mig a very large portion 
<^ his time to political concerns, and publishing his poUtical lucu- 
brationsyunder differaat signatures, in the Public Advertiser : that 
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ill his natural temper, he was quick, irritable and impetuous ; 
subject to political prejudices and strong personal animosities ; 
but possessed of a high independent spirit ; honestly attached 
to the principles of the constitution, and fearless and inde- 
fatigable in maintaining them ; that he was strict in his moral 
conduct, and in his attention to public decorum ; an avowed 
member of the established church, and, thou^ acquainted with 
EngKsh judicature, not a lawyer by profession. 

What other characteristics he may have possessed we know 
not ; but these are su^cient ; and the claimant who cannot pro- 
duce them conjointly is in vain brou^t forward as the author 
of the letters of Junius." 

The foregoing appears to be a pretty fair description of 
Junius. There can, however, be no authority for saying that 
^* he had it in his povrer to contribute to the necessities of 
others.'' Junius, to be sure, repeatedly gave out the idea of 
his being a man of wealth and rank, with a view, no doubt, of 
deceiving those who were anxious to ascertain his person ; and 
the editor, in different ' parts of his Preliminary Essay, seems 
inclined to give currency to the assumption, as one means per* 
haps, of screening the triie Junius from suspicion. For in8tance,in 
page 54» he says, ^ that he (Junius) was of some rank and con- 
sequence, must necessarily follow from the facility with whsdi 
he acquhned political information, and a knowledge of ministe- 
rial intrigues. In one place he expressly afiirms that his ' raidL 
and fortune place him above a common bribe ;' in another, *I 
should have hoped that even my name might carry some au- 
thority with it.** Junius also writes to Woodfall, **in point of 
money, be assured you shall never suffer.** But when Mr. 
Woodfall was prosecuted for printing the letter addressed to 
the king, what v^as the language of Junius? — ^^If your affior 
should come to a trial, and you should be found guilty, you will 
then let me know what expense faDs particularly on yourBdf; 
for I understand you are engaged with other proprietors. 
Some way or other you shall be reimbursed. But seriously and 
bona fide J I think it is impossible." 

This does not appear to be the language of a man who had 
much money at command. Although Junius mi^t be a man 
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of the strictest honour, and although his talents as a party wri- 
ter must have entitled him to considerable influence among 
monied men, yet his peculiar situation, as Junius, threw impe- 
diments in the way of exerting that influence. ^ 

The boastful language of Junius, by the way, accords exactly 
vnth that of Mr. Home upon a similar occasion ; that is, an 
occasion requiring deception in respect to the condition of the 
author to prevent detection. The work alluded to was entitled 
** The Petition of an Englishman," An anon3nDious pamphlet, pub- 
lished in 1765, and afterwards known to have been written by 
John Home, as we are informed by his biographer. In this work 
the author says, *^ Even I, my countrymen, who now address 
myself to you — ^I, who am at present blessed with peace, with 
happiness, and independence^ a fair character, and an easy far- 
tune, am at this moment forfeiting them all. — Soon must I be 
beggared, vilified, imprisoned. The hounds of power will be 
unkennelled and laid upon the scent," &c. 

It appears, by Stephens's Life of Home, that his income 
amounted, at this time, to only '* between two and three hun- 
dred pounds per annum." 

Making it requisite for Junius to have resided during the year 
J767, in London or its vicinity, is such a departure from fact, 
that I am surprised the editor should have relied so far upon the 
credulity of his readers, as to hazard the assertion. The woric 
itself, which contains this unqualified declaration, gives the date 
of the first letter in the collection April 28th of that year ; allow- 
ing four months wanting two days, for the absence of Junius 
during the specified time. The error appears to be too gross 
to have been committed without design. There is good reason 
to believe that the purpose intended by it was to exclude, from 
the number of candidates for the authorship of Junius's letters, 
a gentleman whom, I suspect, as before intimated, both the 
editor and proprietor of this publication knew to be the author, 
and who, it was well known, was iii Italy during the fore part of 
that year, and till near the date of the first letter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Examinaiian of the Claims of persons whp have been named as 

the Author of these Letters, ' 

^ The persons to whom this honor has at difTerent times, 
and on difierent grounds been attributed, are the following : 
Charles Lloyd, a clerk of the Treasury, and afterwards a de- 
puty teller of the Exchequer ; John Roberts, also a clerk in the 
Treasury at the conmiencement of his political life, but after- 
wards private secretary to Mr. Pelham ; Samuel Dyer ; Wil- 
liam Gerard Hamilton ; Edmund Buriie ; Dr. Butler, late bishop 
of Hereford ; the Rev. Philip Rosenhagen ; major-general 
Charles Lee ; John Wilkes ; Hugh Macauley Boyd ; John 
Dunning, lord Ashburton; Henry Flood; and lord Geoige 
SackviUe." 

In a woik entitled ^ Literaiy Anecdotes of the Ei^teenth 
century, by John Nicols — London, 1815," the author, speaking 
of the writings of Mr. Philip Thicknesse, vol. ix. p. 274, says : 
^ In 1789, he also published Junius Discovered in the person of 
John Home Tooke." 

It may not be amiss here to notify the reader that ^ in 1782, 
Mr. John Home assumed the additional name of Tooke." 

# 

Was there no motive for excluding this name from the above 
list? was not the editor aware that any attempt to refute the 
claims of Mr. Tooke would be attended with great embarrass- 
ment on his part? To write voluminously to invalidate the 
pretensions of those whom mere rumor had brought forward as 
candidates in this case, and to be silent in respect to one in 
whose favor a volume had been written, must be regarded with 
the strongest suspicion that all was not fair in this discussion ; 
that something was concealed behind the curtain ; in short, that 
the editor knew more of this afiair than he was permitted to 
disclose. 

What renders this omission of the name of Home Tooke 
doubly SttSfHcious is, that a/oc Wmt/e of his hand-writing is in- 
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eluded among those adduced by Mr. Woodfall, of '^gentlemen 
whose names have been mentioned as the author of the letters/' 
That list contains fac similes of the hand-writing of Edmund 
Buriie, Charles Lee, J. Dunning, Hbme Tooke, W. G. Hamil- 
ton, John Wilkes, and Hugh M. Boyd. The pretensions of the 
whole of whom, excepting Mr. Tooke, are taken notice of in 
the Preliminary Essay. Why, it may be emphatically asked, 
was he passed by in silence ? The reason, to my mind, is ob- 
vious. It was in accordance with the terms of the contract of 
Mr. Woodfall when he received from Junius the complete col- 
lection of his political works, prepared for the press. 

Alexander Stephens, Esq., the biographer of Mr. Tooke, 
notices several distinguished writers cotemporary with him in the 
following manner : 

*^ Periiaps this is the proper place for a short account of some 
of the men of letters of that day, who engaged in political 
controversy, and employed their pens either for or against the 
administration." Among those whom he mentions as being 
on the side of the opposition, was *' Philip Thicknesse, so famous 
(he says) afterwards for his travels and his eccentricities. He 
had been an officer in his youth, and afterwards obtained the 
appointment of heutenant-govemor of Landguard Fort. He 
wrote on the same side, under the patronage of that great and 
good man, the first lord Camden, and, vrith several others, be- 
came proprietors of the Middlesex Journal, for the express pur- 
pose of using it as a vehicle of attack against the administration 
of that day." 

Is it not astonishing that Mr. Stephens, in thus noticing this 
writer, should say nothing joro or con of the work intended to 
prove the subject of his memoirs to be the author of Junius's 
letters? But Mr. Stephens has not been entirely silent in 
regard to this subject. ' He has said, in different parts of his 
work, more than he intended should be understood ; and by 
falsifying facts, even according to his own statements, for the 
purpose of screening his friend from suspicion, has fully estab- 
lished the point in my mind, that, in the memoirs of Mr. Tooke, 
he knew he was giving the life of Junius. 

I have not yet been able to obtain the work alluded to, writ- 
ten bv Mr. Thicknesse. 



am 
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Sometime after the publication of the edition of Junius before 
usy which announces^ in the clearest manner, the death> of 
the author ; when all was silent as the grave respecting the de- 
ceased as the real Junius ; when the danger to be apprehended 
from a disclosure had passed away, a living candidate is intro- 
duced, who had been preparing himself for at least twenty 
years, by copying in his writings, passages from the letters of 
Junius, in order to be suspected to possess sufficient talents, and 
actually to have written those letters. Doctor Graham, in his 
Memoirs of John Home Tooke, has rebutted his pretensions in 
an able manner, and, in the opinion of many, conclusively ; I 
will, however, hereafter make some additional remarks on this 
claimant. 

I shall now extract a few of the remarks of the editor respect- 
ing some of the persons mentioned above, particularly those 
whom Henry 8. Woodfall declared positively had no claims 
to the authorship of these letters ; as that goes far, in my 
opinion, to establish the fact of his knowledge of the author ; 
and then the evasions and contradictions to be found in this 
edition may be reasonably accounted for. — ^Most of the above 
dainuuits are now entiiely out of the question, and all ai^- 
ments to reftite their pretensions are sheer loss of time. 

'^ Of the three first of these reputed authors of the letters of 
Junius, it vnll be suflfeient to observe, vnthout entering into any 
other fact whatever, that Lloyd was on his death-bed at the date 
of the last of Junius's private letters ; an essay which has suffi- 
cient proof of having been vmtten in the possession of ftill 
health and qurits; and which, together with the rest of our au- 
thor^s private letters to the Printer of the Public Advertiser, is 
in the possessioa of the proprietor of this edition, and bears 
date January 19, 1773. While as to Roberts and Dyer, they 
had both been dead for many months anterior to this period : 
Uoyd died, after a UngeringiUness, January 33, 1773 ; Roberts 
July 13» and Dyer on September 15, both in the preceding 
year.** 

Mr. Almon, in his edition of Junius, gives the follovnng testi- 
mony respectiDg Uoyd, which appears to be conclusive against 
lum:— * 
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'< CHARLES LLOYD, 

secretary to Mr. GrenviUe, has been suspected, but his talents 
w^?e inadequate to the composition of Junius. He wrote, in- 
deed, some short letters and paragraphs in the newspapers, 
against the Rockingham administration; and some political 
pamphlets in the year 1765 and 1766, published by me. These 
last possessed a very small degree of literary merit, and conse- 
quently their circulation was very limited ; but a few persons, 
knowing that he sometimes amused himself in that manner, 
upon no other foundation, raised this hypothesis. When Junius's 
letters first appeared, he was in a very bad state of health, and 
obliged to reside abroad ; and he died a few months after their 
completion." 
" The pretensions of the 

REV. PHILIP ROSENHAGEN, 

though sUlverted to in a preceding edition of these letters, are 
hardly worth noticing. It is sufficient to observe, that Mr. 
Rosenhagen, who was a school-fellow of Mr. H. S. WoodfaU, 
continued on terms of acquaintance with him in subsequent life, 
and occasionally wrote for the Public Advertiser : but was re- 
peatedly declared by Mr. Woodfall, who must have been a com- 
petent evidence as to the fact, not to be the author of Junius's 
lettei^. 

Of all the pretenders however to the honor of having written 
the letters of Junius, 

HUGH MACAULEY BOYD, 

has been brought forward with the most confidence : yet of all 
of them, there is not one whose claims are so easily and com- 
pletely refitted. It is nevertheless necessary, from the assu- 
rance with which they have been uiged, to examine them vrith 
some degree of detail. 

Hugh Macauley Boyd v^as an Irishman of a respectable fa- 
mily, who was educated for the bar, which he deserted, at an 
early age, for politics, and an unsettled life, that perpetually 
involved him in pecuniary distresses. In his public conversa- 
tion he was an enthusiastic admirer of the style and principles 
of Junius ; and in his political efiiisions he perpetually strove 
to imitate his maimer ; and, in many instances, copied his sen- 



PRBLIMINAmT BS8AT. 41 

tences verbally. On this last account the three advocates for 
his fame, Almon vfho has introduced him into his Biographical 
Anecdotes, Campbell, who has published a Life of him and 
prefixed it to a new edition of ' Boyd's Works,' and Geoi^ Chal- 
mers, who has entered largely into the subject in his ^ Appendix 
to the Supplemental Apology,' have strenuously contended that 
Boyd and Junius were the same person. 

It is admitted that Boyd occasionally wrote passages of con- 
siderable merit ; and it is admitted also, that he was an imitator 
of Junius's style, and a frequent copyist of his very words and 
images. But this last fact is against Boyd, instead of being in 
his favour ; for the style of Junius is original and strictly his 
own, he is nowhere a copyist, and much less a copyist of him- 
self. Boyd might characteristically write, as he has done in his 
Freeholder, ** long enough have our eyes ached over this barren 
protpectf ui/iere no verdure of virtue quickens^" because Junius 
before Mm had written, ^I turn with pleasure from that barren 
waste in which no salutary plant takes root,iu> verdure quickens;^ 
but Junius could not write so, because his genius was far too fer- 
tile for him to be driven to the dire necessity of copying from his 
own metaphors, and even had he done it in the present instance 
he vras too manly a writer to have introduced into the simile 
the affected and contemptible alliteration of ** verdure of virtue.' 

If Boyd, therefore, wrote Junius, he must have been possess- 
ed of powers of which he has never otherwise given any evidence 
indiatever, and must not only have disguised his handy but as was 
wen observed by the late Mr. W. Wood&U, have disguised his 
shfle at the same time ; and this*too ^ in that most extraordinary 
way of writing hbove his own reach of literary talent," judging 
of his abilities firom every existing and acknowledged document 
To conceive that a man of versatile genius might diiaguise his 
accustomed style of writing by adopting some other style an 
a level with his own, is not difficult ; but to conceive, under the 
circumstances of his authenticated talents, that Boyd could dis- 
guise his avowed style by assuming that of Junius, is to con- 
ceive, though the difference between them was not altogether 
so extreme, that a sign-post painter might disguise himself under 

6 
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the style of Sir Joshua Reynolds, or a atreet-iiddler under thai 
of Cramer. 

Thei« is, however, a note inserted in Junius's own edition of 
these letters, in relation to lord Imham, and his baseness to a 
young and confidential friend, that has been conceived by these 
same gentlemen as almost decisive in favor of Boyd's preten- 
sions ; the young man here alluded to, having been one of Mrs. 
Boyd's guardians ; the two families to which the fact relates, 
from the peculiar motives they possessed for keeping it a secret,' 
not being supposed to have divulged it to any one, and Mrs* 
Boyd herself having only communicated it in strict confidence 
to her husband. 

In point of fact, the anecdote here referred to, was publicly 
known and propagated not less than three years earlier than the 
first edition of the letters of Junius, in which it is introduced as 
a note. For it appears in a letter in the Public Achrertiser of 
April 7, 1769, with the signature of Recens^ written by this 
same Junius ; from which the note in question is but a mere 
transcript, and given without altering a word. And yet Mr. 
Almon, in the preface to his own editicm of Junius's letters, in 
which he has taken care to bestow abundant abuse on the 
Printer of the Public Advertiser and his brother, because they 
did not choose to unfold to him aU they were acquainted ttnih an 
this subject^ has not scrupled to assert with his usual confidence, 
that ^'this note certainly was not written till after Junius 
having finally ceased to write under that signature, collected 
his letters and published them together, with many additions ; 
which was in the course of 1773." This, however, is only one 
specimen of Mr. Almon's general accujcacy in the prosecution 
of his favorite topic : yet it is useless to add more : the death of 
the writer has put him beyond all power of reply ; nor should 
even this have been noticed, but to show how absurd were the 
pretensions of a man, so vain, so precipitate, and so incautious, 
to the character of an oracle upon this or any other subject ; 
and how insolent it was in him to chaige others with igno- 
rance, incapacity and falsehood, who were possessed of better 
sources of vnfomuxtwn, and evinced a more punctilious adherence 
to truth. 
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From these three slender facts, — Boyd'd imitation of tlie style 
of Junius, Almon'ssuspicion concerning his hand-writing, and the 
anecdote of lord Imham, in conjunction with a few others of a 
nature merely collateral, and which, when separated from them, 
prove nothing whatever, these gentlemen undertake to ^' regard 
it as a moral certainty that Macauley Boyd did write the letters 
of Junius." 

The late Mr. Woodfall, indeed, made ho scruple of denying 
the assertion peremptorily^ admitting at the same time, that he 
^wasnot absolutely certain who did write them. But this testi- 

■ 

mony it seems^ though from the printer of the letters them- 
selves, and who, moreover, through the whole period of their 
publication, was in habits of confidential correspondence with 
the author, is of no consequence. Let us see by what curious 
process of logic this testimony is iattempted to be invalidated ; the 
reader will meet with it in Mr. Chalmers's pamphlet, who thus 
observes and reasons : 

"A few weeks after the publication of Ahnon's Anecdotes, 
in 1797, H. S. Woodfall, meeting the anecdote writer at Long- 
man's shop, compKmented him on his entertaining book ; *• but 
said that he was mistaken, in supposing Boyd to have been the 
author of Junius's letters ; and then added, with an emphasisy 
that Mr. Boyd was not the author of them.' To these em- 
phatical observations, Mr. Almon replied, ' that he had no doubt 
of Boyd's being the author of those letters ; that as you, Mr. 
Woodfall, never knew who was the author, you cannot under- 
tajie to say who was twt the author of tliose letters.' Mr. 
Woodfall departed without makmg any reply. What reply 
could he make ? It is absurd in any man, who does not know 
the true author of Junius's letters to say, that Macauley Boyd 
was not the writer of them, in opposition to affirmative proofs. 
Yet, Mr. Woodfall afterwards toW Mr. Campbell,* that * Mr. 
Boyd was not the writer of Junius's letters,' without pretending, 
however, that he knew the true author." 

"Now every one who knew Mr. H. S. Woodfall, knew him 
also to be a man of strict unimpeachable veracity ; a man who 
would not have ventured to have spoken decisively upon this or 
any other point, if he had not had very sufficient grounds. We 
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are asked what reply he could have made ? and are told that 
his negative assertion was absurd against the affirmative proofs 
offered. These affirmative proofs have been already sufficiently 
noticed ; our next business then is to state what reply Mr. 
Woodfall could have made if he had chosen, and perhaps would 
have made if he had been differently addressed." 

Mr. Woodfall had, no doubt, sufficient reasons for speaking 
decisively upon this point ; but, being conscious of having spok- 
en too unguardedly, departed '^ without making any reply" to 
Mr. Almon. The editor here states at large what answer Mr. 
Woodfall could have made ; among the rest, that ''he knew 
Boyd to be an imitator and copyist of Junius ; Junius to be no 
imitator or copyist of any man, and least of all of himself ^^ dec. 
Giving indeed, arguments sufficiently cogent against Boyd ; but 
stiU the embarrassment of Mr. Woodfall upon the occasion 
shows that his convictions rested upon other and stronger 
grounds than here taken, and which he could not declare. 

Mr. Almon thus concludes his remarks in favor of Boyd, in 
his Preface to Junius : 

''I cannot close this subject without saying a word respect- 
ing the Woodfalls, who have assumed a world of unreal conse- 
quence in the question. The fact is, that neither of them knew 
more di>out the person of Junius, than any body else did. The 
original manuscript may have been preserved ; but their mys- 
terious declaration that 't^ toitt one day beknownthBi Mr. Boyd 
was 910^ Junius,' is entirely empty and unmeaning. I believe 
they felt sufficiently exposed in the controversy on this subject 
which they carried on with me through the newspapers, in the 
month of August, 1799. I am confident that when the decease 
of the survivor of them,* or any other accident shall put their 
papers and their secrets into the power of others, if a ray of 
additional light is by such means thrown upon the question, it 
will but more fully, and perhaps conclusively, establish the 
opinion which I have now for six-and-thirty years entertained." 



* **H6D17 Sampson, who.(8iiice Mr. Almon wrote this Preface) is also dead; 
and it is remaikable that he and Mr. Ahnon died on the same day.'* . 
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Mr. Almon was, in my opinion, very much mistaken in this 
matter. Whenever any accident shall permit the present Mr. 
Woodfall to expose the secrets intrusted to his father as well as 
to himself, it will then be shown that the Woodfalls knew much 
more of this affair than Almon imagined. The declaration 
made by the Woodfalls, as reported by Almon, conveys the idea 
fully that they not only knew that Boyd was not Junius, but whd 
was. It is the language of one having positive knowledge of a 
fact which he is not at hberty to divulge. I am the more anxious 
to establish this point, as it goes directly to prove who was the 
author of Junius's letters, as will more fully appear hereafter. 

JOHN DUNNING, LORD ASHBURTON. 

The following facts are extracted from the remaiks of the 
editor, regpecting Mr. Dunning : '*He was soUcitor-general at 
the time tfiese letters first appeared, and for more than a twelve- 
month afterwards. He was a man of high, .unblemished honor, 
as weU as hi^ independent principles ; it cannot therefore be 
supposed that he would have vilified the king, while one of his 
confidential servants and counsellors." 

LORD GEORGE SACKVILLE. 

The editor having overthrown all that opposed his progress 
tin he met with lord George Sackville, and, not unwilling to pro- 
tract the war, after giving him a single thrust, he permits him to 
escape to renewthe contest at a future period. In fiict,lord Sack- 
ville has been used by him as a stool-pigeon to betray the unwary, 
and many have thereby been cheated into a behef that he was 
the ^ real Jumus." The conduct of the editor in this case tends 
to show (what I have before asserted) that he knew the author 
of Junhis, and was consequently induced to practise the most 
deceptive arts to conceal that knowledge, and draw off the 
attention of the public from the person whom he was bound to 
protect from suspicion. 

I diaD now undertake to dissect and expose the following 
Jesuitical remaiks; which are the more inexcusable as the 
editor had previously declared, ''that not one of these pre- 
tenders ^eluding lord Sackville) ever had the smallest preten- 

skms to the distinction which some of them had ardentlv 

* 

coveted.** 
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^'Let us proceed to the pretensions that have been offered on 
the part of lord George Sackville as the real Junius. The 
evidence is somewhat indecisive even to the present hour. Sir 
William Draper divided his suspicions between this nobleman 
and Mr. Burke, and upon the personal and unequivocal denial 
of the latter, he transferred them entirely to the former : and 
that Sir William was not the only person who suspected 
his lordship even from the first, is evident from the private 
letter of Junius, which asserts that Swinney had actually called 
upon lord Sackville and tetoced him with being Junius to his f ace/* 

This was not the fact. The clause in the letter alluded to is 
as follows : '* That Swinney is a wretched but dangerous fool. 
He had the impudence to go to lord 6. Sackville, whom he had 
never spoken to, and to ask him whether orno he was the author 
of Junius — take care of him" 

In regard to lord Sackville and Mr. Draper, I will qtiote the 
remarks of Mr. Almon, who was a writer and publisher at the 
time in which Junius appeared, and therefore his testimony is en- 
titled to great credit. In his edition of Junius, published in 1806, 
six years before that of G. WoodfalPs, under consideration, 
after discussing the pretensions of sundry persons who had been 
suspected of writing the letters of Junius, he says, *^ The next 
person fixed upon was lord viscount SackviUe/' 

It is difficult to say how such an opinion could have arisen, 
or have been entertained for a moment Lord Sackville wad 
graciously received by his present majesty, from the day of his 
accession ; and even appeared at the levee before the royal 
funeral had taken place, and while the late king lay dead in his 
chamber. 

He was some years afterwards appointed secretary of state, 
and created an English peer. Such a person, so favoured, and 
so honored, was not likely to attack his royal master. Yet Sir 
William Draper, for some weeks^ gave faith to this idle report^ 
though he afterwards confessed \xansAf ashamed of ever having 
been duped by it" 

The editor proceeds, " This letter is, in fact, one of the most 
curious of the whole collection : if written by lord George 
Sachnlle^ it settles the point at once ; and if not written by him. 
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presiqppoaes an acquaintance with liis Im'dskqfs family f his sen- 
timents^ and connexiant^ w intimate as to excite no small degree 
of asUnmhment !" What could be more natural than for Sack- 
ville hunaelf to menti<m this circumstance, by which means it 
would probably soon come to the ears of Junius ? or, for Swin- 
ney, who seems to have been a busy-body^ to have boasted of 
havii^ put this question hiune to lus lordship ? But, the editor, 
say8» if this letter was ^written by lord George Sackville, it 
settles the point at once." Certainly 1 the letter was known to 
be written by Junius from its contents, and moreover contained 
his private signature, C! And therefore, if Sackville wrote it, 
he must undoubtedly be Junius! The cause which he had 
undertake^ to promote, can alone excuse the learned Dr. Good 
for makipg use of this tnusm. 

^ Junius was itiformed of S winney's having called upon lord 
Geoi^ Sackville, a/6u? hours after his call, and he knew that 
before this time he had never spoken to him in his life." 

This is the reverse of Falstaff 's men in buckram ; here is a 
diminution. If Dr. Good had turned back to page 23 of the 
same volume in which the above appears,. he would have found 
that he there stated the occurrence as follows : *' This anecdote 
is not a httle ctfrmi^ ; the ftict was true, and occurred but a day 
or two before the letter was written ; but how Junius, unless he 
had been lord Sackville himself, should have been so soon 
acquainted with it, baffles att conjecture I r 

A day or two is an indefinite mode of expression, and is com- 
monly used to denote several days, more or less. Thus by 
extending the few hours here mentioned between Swinney's 
call and the letter of Junius to the actual time, they would pro- 
bably amount to six or seven days, and this pretended astonish- 
ment vanishes at once. 

How did the editor ascertain that Swinney, before this time, 
had never spoken to lord Sackville in his life ? Junius said so ; 
but that is no proof. Mr. Charles Butler informed Mr. Barker, 
(see Baiker's '' Claims," Preface, p. 63, and Text, p. 294,) '' that 
tfie Mr. Swinney, who is mentioned in Junius's letters, was a 
clergyman, who had been attached as chaplain to one of the regi- 
ments serving in Germany, at the time lord Geoi^ Sackville was 
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commander-in-chief;' and that upon his return to Ei^aad, he 
was fi^quently in the treasury and its environs ; and thai he 
was a carrier of intelligence to and from different persons.'' 
This, at any rate, presupposes an acquaintance with Sackville 
before the occurrence mentioned above. 

^' It is certain then, that lord George Sackville was early and 
generally suspected, that Junius knew him to bejsuspected with- 
out denying, as in the case of the author of the ' Whig, &c/ that 
he was suspected wrongfully ; and that tlus nobleman, if not 
Junius himself, must have been in habits of -close and intimate 
firiendship with him. The talents of lord George Sackville 
were well known and admitted, and his political principles led 
him to the same side of the question that was so vmrmly espous- 
ed by Junius. It is said, however, that on one occasion his 
lordship privately observed to a friend of his, ' I should he proud 
to be capable of writing as Junius has d<me ; but tfiere are 
many passages in his letters I should be very sorry to have 
written.' Such a declaration, however, is too general to be in 
any way conclusive : even Junius himself mi^t, in a subsequent 
period, have regretted that he had written some of the passages 
that occur in his letters. In the case of his letter to Junia, we 
know he did from his own avowal. It is nevertheless peculiarly 
hostile to the opinion in favor of lord Geoige Sackville, that 
Junius should roundly have accused him of want of courage, as 
he has done in Vol. II. p. 180. The facts, however, are fairly 
before the reader, and he shall be left to the exercise of his own 
judgment." 

The artifice and dissimulation exhibited in the foregoing 
observations on lord Sackville are too apparent to escape the 
notice of the most inattentive reader, and can only be accounted 
for on the supposition of secret views before alluded to. 

That Sackville " veas early and generally suspected," is an 
assertion unsupported by the least testimony ; and if any faith 
can be placed in Mr. Almon's statement, was not true. As a 
further proof of its improbability, the testimony of Sackville's 
private secretary, as cited by Mr. Coventry, may be produced. 
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See 'Junius Umnaaked, p. 63, where it is stated that ^* Charles 
Cumberiand, lus secretary, says, ' I never heard that my friendt 
lord George Germain* was amongst the suspected authors till 
by %D€(y of jest he told me so not many days befote his death : I 
|}id' not want him to disavow it, for there could be no occasion 
to disprove an absolute impossibility." 

If this su^icion was general, is it likely that the private secre- 
tary of lord Sackville would be ignorant of it ? 

As to the tadents of Sackville, Mr. Barker, in commenting 
upon an article on Junius in the Edinbuigh Review, for June, 
1826, (see Barker^s *« Claims," p. 247,) says <' The remark, ' that 
the general vigor of a man's mental powers affords little more 
proof that he would be a good writer, than that he could be a 
good painter,' aims a decisive blow against the claims made for 
lord George Sackville, whose very defence on his trial is stated 
by Cumberland to have been the composition of Dr. Sheb- 
beare, who was rewarded for it with 1000/. 

Mr. Taylor (see " Junius Identified," p. 64,) says, " This noble- 
man has been suspected by many to be the author of Junius ;" 
(that is after the publication of the remarks in this Essay) ^ but 
exclusive of other cogent reasons to the contrary, he was so 
defective in literary attainments, as to be even incapable of 
writing good En^sh. See a letter of his inserted in the second 
edition of Woodfall's Junius. See also Sir N. Wraxall's cha- 
racter of his lordship, and Cumberland's eulogy on viscount 
Sackville, inserted in Collins's Peerage, last edition, where this 
description is confirmed beyond all dispute." 

Mr. Coventry, (see '' Junius Unmasked," p. 47,) says, '^ I am 
aware, that Richard Cumberland, who was secretary under 
SackviUe, has expressed his belief that his lordship was defi- 
cient in classical attainments, and was incapable of writing the 
letters of Junius." 

To suppose that Junius, if he had been questioned as Sack- 



* Sackville, "in 1769, took the name of Germain in consequence of the will 
of lady Betty Gennain, who bequeathed to him 20,000 pounds in personal pro- 
perty besides valuable estates at Drayton in Northamptonshire.** 
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▼iOe was, "wcnid have written to his printer, whom he ^Mlea- 
vored to keep in ignorance of his person, in the manner he did, 
is to attribute to him a want of common understanding. It 
would have been ahnost pointing himself oiit in direct terms. 

Lord Sackville was early initiated into military life. In 1737, 
^' at the age of twenty-one (says Mr. Coventry in his memoirs) 
he obtained a commission in the army ; and in 1758 was ap- 
pointed a lieuteniant-general. August 1, 1759, was fought the 
battle of Minden, at which he was accused of disobeying the 
orders of prince Ferdinand. He was degraded from office by 
a court-martial, and adjudged unfit to serve his majesty in any 
military capacity whatever." 

To this passage Junius alludes in the passage referred to by 
the editor as accusing him of loant of courage. The allusion 
is made in one of the miscellaneous letters, dated Oct. 22, 1767. 
It is composed in satirical dialogue ; in which one of the speak- 
ers is made to say, "1 believe the best thing I can do will be to 
consult with my lord Geoi^ Sackville. His character is 
known and respected in Ireland as much as it is here ; and I 
know he loves to be stationed in the rear as well as myself." 
It is not very probable that general Sackville would allude to 
his own disgrace in this manner. 

It is remarked in Mr. Barker's work, and I should suppose 
very justly, that any one the least acquainted with the habits 
and mode of life of an English nobleman of fortune, would be 
convinced that none of that class would submit to the drudgery 
to wUch Junius must have subjected himself. 

I had prepared extracts from the speeches of lord Sackville 
in parliament, as well as traits of character taken from his me- 
moirs, to show that neither his talents nor character justified the 
least suspicion that he was Junius ; but, upon reflection, con- 
cluded that any further notice of him in relation to this subject 
would be deemed superfluous. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Claims of Sir Philip Francis to the Authorsldp of Junius's 

Letters J examined. 

I shall DOW take notice of the claims of a gentleman who has 
gained, probably^ more proselytes than any competitor that has 
entered the lists of fame in the long and arduous contest for the 
authorship of Junius's letters. This he has effected by the easi- 
est possible means ; not, like Boyd, by fruitless attempts to imi- 
tate the style of Junius, but by fairly copying his expressions 
verbatim, with a few transpositions of words in some cases. 
The experiment was bold and hazardous, and therefore entitles 
the writer to the greater credit for the success attending it. 
The gentleman to whom I allude is Sir Philip Francis. 

The author of the foregoing Essay said, that ' Junius was no 
imitator or copyist of any man, and least of all of himself J* 
But if Mr. Francis was Junius, Junius has copied, on different 
occasions, nearly all the forcible expressions contained in his 
celebrated letters. 

The Edinburgh Review for June, 1826, (see Barker's 
"Claims," p. 246,) observes, that "Some resemblance of style 
in Francis, is a very inconsiderable argument ; for almost every 
contributor to a newspaper, during the twenty years, which fol- 
lowed the letters, was an imitator of Junius." — ^"The article 
whence this extract is taken, is understood (says Mr. Barker) to 
have been the composition of Sir James Mackintosh." 

It does not, however, appear that Mr. Francis had recourse 
to this expedient. He seems to have staked his reputation of 
authorship upon liberal drafls from the letters themselves,instead 
of endeavoring to imitate their style. 

The writer who has brou^t forward this candidate, is Mr. 
John Taylor, in a work entitled, " Identity of Junius," &c., as 
mentioned at the commencement of this volume. From this 
work I shall make considerable extracts. 
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" No person, at the present day,** says Mr. Taylor, ** could 
expect to find in the avowed productions of Junius any clue, 
that would directly lead to a discovery of the author. Had this 
knowledge been attainable from the letters which have hitherto 
appeared under his name, the curiosity of the public would long 
since have received its gratification : but, qui nesck dissimtdctre 
ne3cit vivere^ was a maxim too well understood by the writer, 
to admit of his forgetting it on such important occasions. The 
only prospect of obtaining light on the subject consisted, there- 
fore, in those private and miscellaneous letters which have re- 
cently made their appearance. To these my attention was 
more particularly directed by common curiosity, without any 
expectation of finding out the writer. In this quarter, however, 
those passages were observed, which gave rise to the present 
investigation. 

Nearly at the end of the third volume, I was struck with the 
unparalleled zeal which the writer displayed in the cause of two 
individuals belonging to the War-oflice. It appeared that Mr. 
lyOyley, a clerk in that establishment, had a short time before 
been deprived of his situation, through the interference of lord 
Barrington : and the writer of the letter to which I allude, de- 
sires Mr. Woodfall to inform the public, ' that the worthy lord 
Barrington, not contented with having driven Mr. D'Oyley out 
of the War-ofllice, had at last contrived to expel Mr. Francis.' 
The editor states in a note, that this was the present Sir Philip 
Francis. Surprised at the occurrence of this name, and at an 
interference so extraordinary, I began to consider whether Sir 
Philip might not have been the writer. His general character 
for poUUcs and literature proved him to possess the requisite 
qualifications ; and on reference to his Life in the Public Charac- 
ters, I saw sufiicient evidence, as I thought, to confirm my con- 
jecture. The impression made by the facts there related, was 
strengthened by a comparison of style. From these materials 
a statement was drawn up, entitled a Discovery of the Author 
of the Letters. 

Before it went to press, I requested a friend to call on Sir 
Philip Francis, and mform him, that if he had the slightest objec- 
tion to have his name connected with the investigation, he might 
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rely on the total suppresfsion of the work. I am satisfied this 
communication was made in a way which must have convinced 
Sir Philip that it proceeded solely from a respect for his feelings, 
and that what was proposed would be performed. It was 
peihaps due to him that not a step should be taken without his 
permission; nor could his refusal betray him into an implied 
admission of the truth of the chai^. A simple negative would 
leave it still undetermined, whether his aversion proceeded from 
a dre^ of the disclosure,— or from a tender respect for his 
father^s memory, — (mt from a reasonable dislike to that free dis« 
cussion of his own character and qualifications, which the ques* 
tion of necessdty required. Hid reply was Uberal enough. 'You 
are quite at Uberty to print whatever you think proper, pro- 
vided nothing accmddUms be said respecting my private charac" 
ter."* 

Yery liberal indeed I Mr. Francis has no objection to be con- 
sidered the author of Junius's letters, provided no reflections be 
cast upon Junius, calculated to injure his private character. 
After this unequivocal permission to use his name in the manner 
proposed, no mawkish, half-way denial can have the least 
weight. The book was out ; the die was cast ; and whether 
Mr. Philips commented upon the work or not, was probably 
indifferent to Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Taylor must excuse me, but I do seriously suspect that 
the materials for his statement, were in great part furnished 
by Mr. Francis himself, through the mutual friend above men- 
ticmed, thou^ without the knowledge of the former. The labor 
of searchii^ out the parallels here exhibited, would have been 
immense to any other man than Mr. Francis ; who probably 
knew where to put his hand upon* each simiUtude, and it does 
seem, would not have been undertaken by a disinterested 
person. 

^ Soon after the appearance of the pamphlet, the editor of 
the Monthly Magazine, intending to notice it in that woric, wrote 
to Sir Philip Franois, to ask him whether the conjecture was 
correct The editor did not recollect the distinction drawn by 
that strict moralist. Dr. Johnson, between spontaneous and ex* 
torted acknowledgments; or, probably, he would not have 
taken the trouble to make this application. 
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It suits neither my purpose nor my inclination to give a false 
coloring to this singular affair. The following extract from the 
Monthly Magazine, will show the reader the exact nature of the 
question put to Sir PhiUp Francis, and in what guarded terms 
he couched his reply. 

Speaking of the pamphlet which contains the charge, 'We 
confess, (says the editor of the Magazine,) ' we were at first 
startled by this hypothesis, from its tegierity ; because, if not 
true. Sir Philip FVancis would be able by a word to disprove it ; 
and it could not be supposed that so much labour and expense 
would be hazarded except on indubitable grounds. To be able 
therefore to render this article as conclusive as possible, we 
addressed Sir Philip Francis on the subject, in the way the least 
likely to render the inquiry offensive ; and in reply received the 
following epistle, which we insert at length, in justice to Sir 
Philip and the public." 

* Sir, — ^The great civility of your letter induces me to answer 
it, which, with reference merely to its subject matter, I should 
have declined. Whether you vdll assist in giving currency to 
a silly, malignant falsehood, is a question for your own discre- 
tion. To me it is a matter of perfect indifference. 

' I am, Sir, yours &c. 

* P. Francis. 

' To the Editor of The Monthly Magazine.' 

I need not ask the reader whether this letter is evasive or not. 

He will periiaps wonder how any one could have been mis- 
led by it for a moment. Sir Richard PhiUps, however, vnth a 
simplicity that does him honor, did not perceive the futility of 
this pretended disavowal, though he had just stated, properly 
enough, that if the hypothesis were ^ not true, Sir Philip Fran- 
cis would be able, by a word^ to disprove it.'' It certainly is not 
so disproved, and we are therefore authorised to conclude that 
it could not fairly be disputed. No man, who had it in his 
power to give a simple negative to such a question, would 
have had recourse to an inuendo. The only surprising part of 
the transaction is, that any answer should have been returned 
by one who knew that he could not send a better ; but perhaps 
Sir Philip had no suspicion that it would be printed vetinxtim in 
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the Monthly Magazine. He must have thou^t the editor of 
that publication would state the denial in his own way, and that 
if an imprescnon were made on his mind in the first instance, 
the pubUc would be convinced at second hand. 

Without supposing this, we are involved in a difficulty of a 
very peculiar kind : the abundance of the evidence being actu- 
ally in danger of stifling the ct^rge. For it would appear, that 
if Sir Philip calculated upon hisNdwn reply being given to the 
pubUc, he could scarcely have taken a more effectual step to 
make the world believe he was Junius. His unequivocal afiirma- 
tion of the fact would not have been so directly convincing, 
since there exists no reason why the author whoever he be, 
should now make that disclosure which he had resolved to with- 
hdd for ever ; and unless some sufficient motive apparently 
urged him to a public acknowledgment, his claiming it would 
but subject him to the imputation of unfounded pretensions. 

On the other hand, to deem the evasion unintentional, is not 
only affironting to the understanding of Sir Philip, but at vari- 
ance with eveiy trait in his character.'' 

I shaU here give the letter entire that first excited in the 
mind of Mr. Taylor a suspicion that Philip Francis was the 
author of Junius's letters. It was dated two months after 
Junius ceased to write under that signature. If, therefore, 
Francis was angry at being dismissed from the war-office, its 
occurrence happened too late to have caused him to compose 
these letters, as they were all written while he was busily em- 
ployed in the service of government, and had not then, proba- 
bly, time at his command to read, much less to write them. It 
was not requisite for lord Barrington to dismiss one or two 
clerks fit>m his office to excite the ire of Junius, although he 
made it a sham pretext for abusing him. D'Oyley and Francis 
were, perhaps, not even known to Junius. That he was a stran- 
ger to D'Oyley, is evident from his not mentioning his name in 
the first letter in which he takes notice of the appointment of 
Chamier, who succeeded to his place. He abuses Barrington 
for appointing this man, but says nothing of his predecessor, 
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whom he pretends afterwards to have* found to be a most excel- 
\ lent character. 



Junius, long before he wrote the letter in question, had made 
reiterated attacks upon lord Barrington. He had addressed 
four letters directly to him, under the same signature of Vete- 
ran ; in one of which he accuses him of having ^ urged and 
exhorted the guards to embrue their hands in the blood of their 
fellow-subjects in St George's Fields." In another he sajrst 
^ When the bloody Barrington, that silken, fawning courtier at 
St. James's — that stem and insolent minister at the war-office, 
is pointed out to universal contempt and detestation, you smile, 
indeed, but the last agonies of the hysteric passion are painted 
in your countenance. Your cheek betrays what passes within 
you, and your whole frame is in convulsions." And afterwards 
in a letter signed Nemesis, he says, " For this man (lord Bar- 
rington) it was reserved, to give it under his hand, that he 
rejoiced and exulted in the blood of his fellow-subjects. This 
stroke alone would be sufficient to determine his character." 

Junius accompanied the first letter to lord Barrington, in the 
series under the signature of Veteran, with a private note to 
Woodfall, dated Jan. 35, 1773, in which he says, ^ Having 
nothing better to do, I propose to entertain myself and the pub- 
lic with torturing that ************ Barrington. He has just 
appointed a French broker his deputy, for no reason but hia 
relation to Bradshaw. I hear firom all quarters that it is looked 
upon as a most impudent insult to the army. — ^Be careful not to 
have it known to come from me. Such an insignificant crea- 
ture is not worth the generous rage of Junius." 

This letter is dated just four days after the date of the last 
letter signed Junius ; and it seems the author wanted something 
to do. But Mr. Francis, who was then snug in the war-office, 
where he had, no douot, full employment, could not, with any 
propriety, have expressed himself in the manner Junius did. 
Nor would he probably have had the consummate vanity to 
show such contempt for the deputy secretary at war, when he 
held a place in the same department of inferior grade. 

In a private letter to Woodfall, dated Feb. 22, Junius says, 
"The appointment of this broker, I am told, gives universal 
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diflgust. That would never have taken a step appa- 

ready so absurd, if there were not som^ wicked design in it 
more than we are aware of. At any rate the broker should be 
run down. That, at least, is due to his master." 

Here the views of Junius are fiilly devek>ped. It was not 
to benefit the servants, but to injure the master, that he took 
notice of these displacements. The case of poor Francis is 
not even alluded to in these private communications. 

But it is time to give the letter that has caused so much trou- 
ble to Mr. Taylor. ^ - ' 

"TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 

Much 23, 177!i. 

" Sir^ — ^I desire you will inform the pubUc, that the worthy 
Lord Barrington, not contented with having driven Mr. D'Oyley 
out of the war-office, has at last contrived to expel Mr. FVan- 
cis. His lordship will never rest till he has cleared his office of 
every gentleman who can either be serviceable to the public, or 
whose honor and integrity are acheck upon his own dark pro- 
ceedings. Men, who do then* duty with credit and ability, are 
not pn^r instruments for lord Barrington to woik with. He 
must have a broker from 'Change Alley for his deputy, and 
some raw, ignorant boy for his first clerk. I think the public 
have a right to call upon Mr. I^Oyley and Mr. Francis to declare 
tb^ reasons for quitting the war-office. Men of their unblem- 
ished character do not resign lucrative employments without 
some sufficient reasons. The conduct of these gentlemen has 
always been approved of, and I know that they stand as well 
in the esteem of the army, as any persons in their station ever 
did. What then can be the cause that the public and the army 
shouldbe deprived of their service? Theremustcertainlybesome- 
thing about lord Barrington which every honest man dreads and 
detests. Or is it that they cannot be brought to connive at his 
jobs and underhand dealings? They have too much honor, I 
suppose, to do some certain business by commission. They 
have not been educated in the< conversation of Jews and gam- 
blers; — ^they have had no experience at Jonathan's; — they 
know nothing of the stocks ; and therefore lord Barrington 
drives them out of the war-office. The army indeed is come 

8 



5B CLAIMS or 

to a fine pass, witli a gambling broker at the head of it ! — ^What 
signifies ability, or integrity, or practice, or experience in busi- 
ness. Lord Barrington feels himself uneasy while men with 
such qualifications are about him. He wants nothing in his 
ofiice but ignorance, impudence, pertness, and servility. Of 
these commodities he has laid in a plentifiil stock, that ought to 
last him as long as he is Secretary at war. Again, I wish that 
Mr. Francis and Mr. IVOyley would give the public some ac- 
count of what is going forward in the war-office. I think these 
events to remarkable, that some notice ought to be taken o( 
them in the House of Conmions. When the public loses the 
service of two able and honest servants, it is but reasonable 
that the vn^etch, who drives such men out of a pubHc office, 
should be compelled to give some account of himself and his 
proceedings. Vbtekaw.** 

AN ABSTRACT OF MEMOIRS OF SIR PHILIP FRANCIS, K. B. 

" These memoirs, (says Mr. Barker, p. 158) of which Mr. 
Taylor observes that the author evidently had good ^ authority 
for all he says,' were inserted in the Monthly Mirror for May and 
June, 1810 ; and I do not scruple to declare my full conviction 
that they bear internal and unequivocal traces of Sir Philip's 
ovni pen." — ^It is hardly possible that any man would speak of 
another in the ridiculous and fiilsome manner in which these 
memoirs are written. I am therefore fiilly of opinion with Mr. 
B., that Mr. Francis was his own trumpeter. The triffing and 
minute circumstances here detailed, could not have been known 
to any other person. The vanity, therefore, of Sir Philip, 
which is said to have been unbounded, can alone account for 
this inflated production. 

'^The origin of this gentleman is not, like that of some of the 
greatest names of antiquity, buried in the impenetrable obscurity 
of unrecorded ages. He was bom in Dublin on the 23nd of 
October, 1740, old style. His father, Philip Francis, D. D. is 
sufficiently known in the learned world. His grandfather, 
John Francis, was dean of the cathedral of Lismore in Ireland, 
to which he was appointed on the 30th of July, 1733, and his 
great-grandfather, John Francis, became dean of Leighlin, by 
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patent, dated 2l8t of August, 1696, and appears, by Ware's 
History of Ireland, to have sat in convocation in Dublin, in 1704. 
This old gentleman is also supposed to have had a father, 
whose name and memory are unfortunately lost in the abyss of 
time. These particulars have been carefully collected from the 
herald's offices in Doctor^s Commons, and in Dublin. In the 
former, it was discovered by a great antiquary, whose business 
it was to find materials for the pedigree of Sir Philip, on his 
admission to the order of the Bath, that previous to the corona- 
tion of Richard II., Richard Francis, who bore exactly the same 
arms as the present knight, was created a knight of the Bath, 
and if Sir Philip does not descend lineally from that person, it 
was entirely his own fault. The heralds offered to prove it by 
an exact genealogy, provided always that Sir Philip would pay 
down two hundred pounds for such advantage. After maturely 
wei^ng the honor against the price, he is believed to have de- 
clined that liberal offer. His mother^s name appears to have 
been Elizabeth Roe, whose father thought himself descended 
from the famous Sir Thomas Roe, who lived in the reign of 
James the First, and was sent ambassador to the Great Moguls 
by that learned monarch. But here again the links are wanting, 
or the heralds ran mute for want of encouragement. 

Sir PhiUp received the first elements of his education under 
Thomas Ball, who succeeded Dr. Dunkin, (names well knovm 
in Ireland) and who kept a school in a church in Ship-street* 
In the beginning of 1750 he came to England. In 1753 he 
was placed at St. Paul's-school, under the care of Mr. Geoige 
Thicknesse, of whose virtues and learning we have often heard 
him make honorable mention, and always with an efiiision of 
gratitude for the care he took of him. In 1756, Mr. Henry 
Fox, afterwards lord Holland, gave him a little place in the 
Secretary of State's oflice. Mr. Pitt, who succeeded Mr. Fox, 
patronised and encouraged him, in consequence of the recom- 
mendation of his secretary, Robert Wood. Through that 
patronage he was appointed secretary to General Bligh, in 1758, 
was present at the capture and demolition of Cherburgb, and 
at the attack on the rear guard of our army at St Cas. From 
mere curiosity, and without arms, he was found standing in the 
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tmks wh^n the French approached very nearj and the firing 
b^an. In 1760, by the same recommendation, he was s^ipoint- 
ed secretary to the earl of Kinnoul, ambassador to Lisbon, when 
the present queen of Portugal was mairried to her uncle. The 
uncle and the niece had a son, the present prince of the Brazils^ 
who married his mother^s sister. Such is the constitution of 
the house of Braganza. In 1763 he was appointed by the late 
lord Mendip, then Welbore Ellis, Esq. and Secretary at War, 
to a c<Hisiderable post in the War-office, which he resigned in 
1772, in consequence of a difference with viscount BarringtOD, 
by whom he thought himself injured. Possibly lord Barrington 
thou|^t so too, or that something was due to Mr. Francis, as 
will appeal; hereafter. The greatest part of the year 1773 he 
spent In travelling thfough Flanders, part of Germany, the 
Tyrdl^ Italy, and France, with his intimate friend, the late David 
Godfrey. During his residence at Rome he went to Castel 
GonddUTo, where he was introduced to Pope Ganganelli, and 
had a curious conference with his hoUness, of near two hours, 
the particulars of which are, it is said, preserved in a letter from 
Um to the late Dr. Campbell,"^ with whom he was very intimate. 
In about half a year after his return to England, lord Barrii^- 
ton most honorably and generoudy recommended him to l(nti 
North, by whom his name was inserted in an act of parliament, 
passed in June, 1773, to be a member of the council appointed 
for the government of Bengal, in conjunction with Warren 
Hastings, governor-general; John Clavering, commander-in- 
chief; Geoig^ Monson ; and Richard Barwell. 

The records of his long contest with Mr. Hastings ajne pre- 
served in the books of the council, the reports of the committee, 
and in the journals of the House of Commons. 

On the dissolution of parliament in 1784, he was elected for 
Yarmouth, in the Isle of Wight 



* "I recommend to Mr. Taylor, to endeavor to obtain a sight of this letter ; I 
have made the endeavor without sueceae. A sight of this letter written in the 
same year, in which Joniua ceased to write, would afiord to us some little critm>ii 
for judging of the style and the abilities of Sir Philip ; and a much safer criterion 
than any of those published writings of his, the earliest of which appeared several 
yean after Junius ceased to write." — Barker, p. 157. 
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On die 19th of April, ITS?, he moved -the revenue charge 
against Mr. Hastings, and carried it against Mr. Pitt, the whole 
strength of government, and the Indian interest, by a majority 
of seventy-one to fifty-five. Mr. Pitt was determined to be 
even with him, and on the 11th (^ December, 1787, employed 
two of his dependants to move that his name should be omitted, 
when the managers to conduct the impeachment were appointed, 
and he himself had nothing better to say than 'that it was a 
question not of argument but of feeling.' 

On this occasion, the managers of the impeachment thought 
it an act of justice and gratitude due to Mr. Francis, to address 
the following letter to him. 

CominiUee-room, Hofuseof Commoofl, Dec 18. 1787. 

* Sir, — ^There is nothing in the orders of the house which pre- 
ventsus from resortmg to your assistance ; and we should riiow 
very little regsod to our honor, to our duty, or to the effectual 
execuition of our trust, if we omitted any means that are toft 
in our power, to obtain the most beneficial use of it 
~ An exact local knowledge of the afiairs of Bengal is requisite 
in every step^of our proceedings ; and it is necessary that our 
information should come from sources not only competent but 
unsuspected.' " 

Here follow sentiments very flattering to the vanity of Sir 
Philipf evidently intended to soothe his mortification at being 
rejected irom the committee, and to induce him to give to the 
managers of the impeachment all the information in his posses- 
sion. The letter concludes as follows : 

<< Ekitreating you to favor us, as frequently as you can, with 
your assistance in the committee ; and you shall have due notice 
of the days on which your advice and instructions may be m(Mre 
particularly necessary. 

* Having given the evidences in favor of Mr. Francis, we 
should act partially and unfairly, though without a personal 
motive of any kind, if we did not state />er contra^ what has been 
said of him by a person, who, after making a great noise in the 
world, seems now to be lost and forgotten, and who certainly 
must have known whether what he said of him was true or false. 
In the Appendix, No. XI. to the fiflh Report of the select com- 



mitteeyin 1782, there is a minute of Mr. Hastings, communicated 
to Mr. Francis, on the night of the 14th of August, 1780, in 
which he says — 

* My authority for the opinions which I have declared con- 
cerning Mr. Francis, depends on facts which have passed vfithin 
my own certain knowledge. I judge of his public conduct by 
my experience of his private, which I have found to be void rf 
truth and honor. This is a severe chaige, but temperately aikl 
deliberately made, from the firm persuasion that I owe this 
justice to the public and to myself, as the only redress to both 
for artifices, of which I have been a victim, and which threaten 
to involve their interests with disgrace and ruin. The only, re- 
dress for a firaud, for which the law has made no provision, is 
the exposure of it.' 

These inuendog were immediately followed by a challenge 
from Mr. Francis. They met on the 17th of August, and he 
w^ shot through the body for his trouble. Whatever mi^t be 
the artifices employed by the cold, pbtting treachery of Mr. 
Francis, to circumvent a man so artless and free from guile as 
Mr. Hastings, homo simplex et incautus^ it is plain from the event, 
diat Mr. Hastings was not the victim of them." 

Mr. Hastings, although he was not shot, may have been the 
victim of the treachery oS Mr. Francis. — ^There is a show of im- 
partiality, to be sure, in introducing the ^Jlegations of Mr. 
Hastings upon this occasion. It was also calculated to prevent 
suspicion falling u^n Mr. Francis as the writer of this piemoir; 
and besides, reminded the public at the same time of his un- 
doubted courage. A fact that he seemed anxious should be 
understood. 

« On the 29th of October, 1806, his Majesty, at the recom- 
mendation of lord Grenville, was pleased to invest Mr. Francis 
with the expensive honor of the order of the Bath. A vriser 
man would have preferred some profit to so much honor, or have 
ccHitrived, by the usual courses, to have united them ; and espe- 
cially as he professes, and has publicly declared that, since 1770, 
he has never received a shilling of the public money of England, 
in any diape, or on any account. 
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This is but a slight sketch of the subject, and a veiy hasty 
view of the person. The public life of such a man, so weK j 

acquainted with the principal persons of his time, and intimate 
with many of them, conversant in all the transactions of his 
country, and mixed in some of them, though barren of events for ^ 

the Grazette, would be interesting and instructive, if it were 
undertaken and eocecuted by Mmself. The history of an ardent 
mind in perpetual action or pursuit, never succeeding, but never 
courting repose or yielding to despondence, could not fail to 
communicate a projectile motion to other minds in parallel 
directions, and to similar objects. They would see that success 
is not necessary to happiness, much less to honors and that he, 
vrtio contends against adversity and persists without hope, 
cannot be wholly disappointed. 

''Human virtue should be encouraged to believe, what this 
man's life has proved to be true, that, in some shape or other, 
though not in prosperity, there is a reward for perseverance in 
doing right. 

'Thou^ still by folly, vice, and faction crost, 
Ha finds the generous labour was not lost.* 

''The apprcbatUm of posterity would be no reoompeMe if it 
could not be anticipated. The posthumous praise, the statue, 
and the monument, are incentives to others, but are lost upon the 
dead. He virtually and immediately receives the tribute, who 
iff sure it will be paid to his memory ; 

' Enjoys the honours destin'd to his name. 
And lives tiutanler with his future fame.' " 

The remark in the last paragraph, that the , approbation of 
posterity wculd be no recompense " if it could not be antici- 
pated,'' seems to indicate that Mr. Francis was determined not 
to quit this mortal scene without the enjoyment of this luxury. 
He was now seventy years of age, and probably thought no 
time was to be lost if he calculated on leaving a great name for 
the admiration of posterity ; and aware of the old adage, that 
"nobody speaks well of a person who does not speak well of 
himself,- he resolved not to sufier through his own neglect. 
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* '' Thus far proceeds the mithor of the Memoirs, evidently with 

good authority for all he says: so that if any thing adverse to 
our view appears on the face of this record, there can be no 
contending with it. Of equal validity is what fell from Sir 
Philip in the course of a speech on India affairs, when he gave 
a short account of ^ such particular circumstances of his public 
life as bore any relation to his going to India, his conduct there, 
and his conduct since his return to*E!ngland." As this account 
wiU throw additional li^t upon the information derived from 

^ his biographer, it is useful to our present inquiry. Mr. Francis 

observed, ''That he had been bred up in the secretary of 
state's office, where he had the happiness to possess the favour 
of the late Earl of Egremont, then secretary of state. That in 
1763, Mr. Ellis had appointed him to fill a station of great trust 
in the war-office ; that lord Barrington, who succeeded Mr. 
Ellis, had recommended him to a noble lord (whose absence, 
and more particularly the cause of it, he very sincerely lament- 
ed) as a fit person to be sent out to India as a member of the 
government of Bengal : till that recommendation, he had not 
the honor of being known to lord North. He had, therefore, 
obtained a seat in the council of Calcutta, not throu^ any pri- 
vote inierestOT intrigue^ but he was taken up upon reconunenda- 
tianj and that the recommendation of persons of Jdgh rank^ 
those who best knew Ms charader and qualificatwnSf and wh# 
certainly would UQt have so far disgraced themselves as to have 
recommetided an improper person, knowing him to be such, to 
go out to India in a station of so muchpotoer and impotUmee. 
He had, accordingly, been nominated with general Clavering 
and colonel Monson, in the bill of VTlZr 

Mr. Francis /nust have possessed unbounded merit according 
to his own account ; but certainly his pretensions would be 
entitled to more respect if set forth by any other person than 
himself. ^ This statemeiU, however, (Mr. Barker observes, p. 
162,) is directly opposed to the hypothesis of Mr.|Taylor, who in 
that appointment unwarrantably traces the silenced and bribed 
Junius. Mr. Butler, in his reminiscences, vmtes thus : *• The re- 
mioiscent has been informed by die present (late) bishop of Dur- 
ham, that Sir Philip owed the continuance of his seat in the war- 
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office to the kindness of lord Barrington, the prelate's brother; 
and his appointment in India was chiefly, if not wholly, due to his 
lordship's recommendation of him to lord North. After thisi 
if we consider how Junius wrote of lord Barrington, we cannot 
be surprised that, if. Sir Plulip were the author of Junius's let* 
ters, he should wish to be unknown.' But, on the contrary^ Mr. 
Francis seems to wish it to be beheved that he was the author. 
The long sacerdotal race throu^ which Sir Philip traces his 
pedigree, in a country where church and state are united, in 
my opinion, forms the only rational clue to this extraordinary 
appointment. 

*^ The same work to which we are indebted for the authentic 
biography of Sir PhiUp Francis, contains a critique on his cha- 
racter as an author, which in every respect may be cmisidered 
as a fit companion for the preceding. If our conjecture be well 
founded, the two portraits should be strikingly alike, thou^ 
they vary in the time of life, and are sketched by different hands : 
let the reader compare them, and see whether they do not fidfil 
this expectation. 

' The works of Sir Philip Francia resemble in a great mea- 
sure, those of Lord Bacon, of whom it was said, that n» man 
crammed so much meaning into so few words^ or, as Edmund 
Burke, said of his style, there is no gwrnny flesh, m it. His 
language is figurative and expressive in perfection. You never 
doubt about his meaning. In argument^ he lightens rather than 
reasons on his subject. Vnnd flashes from his mindy in rapid 
successionj illuminate the question^ not by formal indudionf but 
by uniform splendour and irresistible oorruscation.^ 

'ffis style is so perfectly musical^ and moves to such a 
qnri^tly, ammated, and interesting measure, that, as it has been 
observed of Greek, there woukl be a delight in hearing it read, 
even if oiiedid not understand it The sentences are so con* 
fltructed that they roll down <tf themselves, and, like Sisyphus's 
sUme, the moment they reach the bottom, reboundf and mount 
again on the other side. 

' Hus excellence is not, however, produced by a sacrifice to 
pedantic or affected phrases. The essence of language is to be 
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intelligible. New-fangled tenns, and sesquipedalian words, may 
please fools, and deceive them into a belief that they cover 
sense; but sense, were it ever so accompanied, would be disgraced 
bysuch ornaments. As Sir Philip has a fine ear for the colloccOion 
of iwrds^ so has he a true taste in their selection. The first of 
Latin critics has said : ^^Utinamtit verba in usuquotidianoposiia 
mimis timeremusr* Our author has felt the weight of that 
remark, and by it acquired a noble simplicity of expression, 
woriky of his thoughts. Every thing in his writings, whether 
profound or otherwise, is plain and dear. He that runs may 
read, and dulness itself may comprehend.'f " 

^ Even this critique on his writings (Mr. Barker observes) is 
manifestly drawn from Sir Philip's own .well ;" and adds, " In 
confirmation of our opinion that the Memoirs emanated from 
Sir PhiUp, we may remark that the same periodical, which had 
in 1810 inserted them, contains, in the number for Jan. 1811, 
Sir PhiUp's paper on the Regency Question, evidently commu- 
nicated by himself." 

After making several extracts from Junius respecting lord 
Chatham, Mr. Taylor proceeds : 

'< Let us turn now to Sir Philip Francis, and see what was his 
opinion of lord Chatham. We need not look far, nor trouble 
ourselves with a long inference. It is recorded on more than 
one occasion, and in terms so express as to leave no doubt of 
its exact agreement with that of Junius. 

^ In the early part of my life," (says Sir Philip,) ' I had the 
good fortune to hold a place very inconsiderable in itself, but 
immediately under the late earl of Chatham. He descended 
from his station to take notice of mine ; and he honored me with 
repeated maiks of his favor and protection. How warmly, in 
return, I was attached to his person, and how I have been 
grateful to his memory, they, who know me, know. / adrrdred 
him, as a great, illustrious, faulty, human being, xdhose charac' 
ter, like all the noblest works of human amiposition, should be 



* Would to God that we feared lees to adopt words in ooiomon we. — tSm. EdU, 
t Monthly Mnior, March 1810. 
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determined by its excellences, not by its defects. I should not 
have mentioned these circiunstainces, though I confess I am 
proud of them, if they did not lead me naturally to the subject 
immediately in question. In the year 1760, Mr. secretary Pitt 
recommended it to the late king to send the present earl of 
Kinnoul ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the 
court of Lisbon. The same recommendation engaged the noble 
lord to appoint me his secretary.' 

In a subsequent speech. Sir Philip again mentions lord Chat- 
ham as ' a person whose name he should never recollect without 
admiration and reverence.^ 

When the late Mr. Pitt, by his India Bill, proposed to take 
the trial by jury out of the Indian system of judicature, Mr. 
Francis spoke as follows : — 

' If a British House of Commons can on any terms consent, 
in any instance, to abolish a trial by jury, and if the people at 
large are insensible of the danger of such a precedent, individu* 
als who have done their duty must submit to their share in the 
mischief which they could not prevent. I fear the temper 
and character of the nation are changed. Though I am not 
an old 9ian, I can remember the time when an attempt of this 
nature would have thrown the whole kingdom into aflame. Had 
it been made when a great man [the late earl of Chatham,] who 
is now no more, had a seat in this House, lie would have started 
from the bed of sickness, he would have solicited some friendly 
hand to deposit him on this floor, and from this station xmth a 
monarcKs voice would have called tfie kingdom to arms to oppose 
it. But he is dead^ and has left nothing in this world that re- 
sembles him. He is dead; and the sense, andhonoi% and char- 
acter^ €md understanding of the nation are dead vnth him.*** 

The remariis in the extract from the first speech inserted 
above, appear to have been introduced by Mr. Francis for no 
other purpose than to remind the House of Commons, that he 
had been secretary to the earl of Kinnoul in an embassy to 
Lisbon, through the recommendation of Mr. Pitt. The fulsome 
praises bestowed upon the eari of Chatham throughout the whole, 
agree neither with the style of Junius, nor vrith his sentiments 
respecting the man often repeated in his letters. The few com- 
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pliments passed upon lord Chatham by Junius, in a letter to 
Mr. Home, are evidently ironical or insincere ; which he fully 
explained at the time in a letter to Wilkes that will hereafter 
appear. In the very letter containing the feint praises of 
Chatham, which has been so much dwelt upon, Junius says, 
^' I am not conversant in the language of panegyric. — ^These 
praises are extorted from me.'' 

Junius had too much just pride and self-respect, and was too 
conscious of his own abilities to eulogize any man in the ex- 
travagant manner of Francis. And in regard to lord Chatham, 
he frequently expressed the most decided contempt. Mr. 
Francis, to be sure, possessed no small share of vanity ; but in 
this case, he flatters himself by exalting lord Chatham, and at 
the same time representing him as his particular and intimate 
friend. 



CHAPTER V. 

Remarks of Mr. Francis on the Regency Question — Passages 
in the Writings and Speeches of Mr. Frmicis compared with 
Passages m the Letters of Junius — Remarks. 

I PABS on to the consideration of a "Paper drawn up by Sir 
Philip, in reference to the late Regency Qu^estian^ signed Philip 
Francis, and dated Dec. 24, 1810. 

This production is chai^cterised by the same disgusting ego- 
tism and self-commendation so conspicuous in his Memoirs, and, 
it will be observed, followed soon after their publication* It 
q>pear8 to be intended as the last political WiU and Testament 
of Sir Philip Francis ; and to render it appUcable and suitable 
to be written by Junius, the style and sentiments contained in 
the Dedication of his letters to the English nation are kept con- 
stantly in view. It commences as follows : 

" REGENCY. 

There is an ambitian at leasts which I wUl not renounce hut 
unA my life. R is the ambition of delivering to my posterity 
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those rights of freedcnnjUjkich I have received 
— ^Earl of Chathqp, Jan. 9, 1770. 

After the noble speaker of these words, no man has so good 
a right to make use of them as I have. They express a princi- 
ple on which I have acted, and I resort to them as my oum. In 
my jndgment, every rational man in these kingdoms has as good 
a right to deUver his opinion on the fundamental principles of 
the constitution, now brou^t into question, as any peer or com- 
moner who takes a seat in either of the chambers of Pariia* 
ment For myself, I might, perhaps, claim something more 
fixMn age, from experience, and long unblemished public service ; 
but still more from the school I was bred intend bom ihesociety 
of many eminent men whom I have had the honor to live with, 
and the misfortune to survive. This is all I contend for. I 
speak to the nation, and not for any interest of my own« My 
concern in any thing that may happen now, is very unlikely to 
last long. If they will not listen to the voice of truth and rea- 
son, they shall hear it. No man who now assists or concurs in 
doing wrong, shall have it to plead that he was left without 
information and knew no better. My conclusions will be 
stated in their place. They are founded on principles which 
want no proof, and cannot be disputed* 

1. I assert that the crown of these kingdoms is hereditary, 
and tt not, or ever was, elective. 

2. That the crown is not a bare inheritance, but an inherit- 
ance accompanying an office of trust, and to be executed, not 
for the personal exclusive benefit of the king, but of that body 
politic of which the king is the head. 

3. That nothing less than an act of the legislature can trans- 
fer the crown, or alter the succession to it 

4. That the government of this kingdom is by king, lords, 
and commons. 

5. That the lords and commcms, without the king, are not, 
and cannot be a parliament. 

6. That no two of the component parts of the legislature are 
competent to perform any legislative act whatsoever. Were it 
otiberwise, the two acting powers might abolish the tiiird ; or 
without abolishii^ the name, might annihilate the functions. 
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7. That, on the natural death of the king, the succession of 
the next heir is instant, without a vacancy. The crown devolves 
on his head by demise, without any act of his own, and with- 
out the consent of any other power, party, or person whatso- 
ever." 

Here Mr. Francis proceeds to prove his propositions ;~ which 
I believe no man in England ever disputed. It would be 
«qaally apposite for an American seriously to state, that in an 
election for president of the United States, he who obtained a 
majority of the votes of the electors, was yMo facto president ; 
and the same of vice-president, &c. &c. and then advance a 
string of ailments in support of his declarations. 

After concluding Sir Philip's remarks, Mr. Taylor proceeds : 

" To produce a few citations from Junius, in which the pre- 
ceding doctrines are maintained, in nearly the same words, will 
contribute more to certify his identity with Sir Philip Francis 
than any remarks which might be made upon them. 

Sir Philip begins vdth af&rming, that ' every rational man in 
these kingdoms has as good^ a right to deliver his opinion on the 
fundamental principles of the constitution, as any peer or com- 
moner who takes a seat in either of the chambers of parlia- 
ment.' 

Junius was of the same opinion. ' At such a moment no 
honest man tviU remain silent or inactive. However distin- 
guished by rank or property, in the rights of freedom we are all 
equal. As we are all Englishmen, the least considerable man 
among us has an interest equal to the proudest nobleman, in the 
laws and constitution of his country, and is equally called upon 
to make a generous contribution in support of them ; whe^er 
it be the heart to conceive, the understanding to direct, or the 
hand to execute. It is a common cause, in which, we are all 
interested, in which toe should cdl be engaged.' 

Sir Philip says, ' / speak to the nation, and not for any inte- 
rest of my own.' In like manner Junius dedicates his labors 
to the English nation, and declares, ' / speak to the plain under- 
standing of the people* Sir Philip adds, ' my concern in any 
thing that may happen now is very unlikely to last long. If 
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they D?ill not listen to the voice of truth and reason, they shall 
hear it No man who now assists or concurs in doing wrong,^Aafl 
have it to plead that he was left without information^ and knew 
no better.'' Junius employs the same remarkable phraseology. 
* The voice of one man will hardly be heard, when the voice of 
truth and reason is neglected.' — ^ Your voice was heard until 
the voice of truth and reason was drowned in the din of arms.' 
And he concludes his dedication in a strain very similar to the 
rest of the paragraph : — * You are roused at last to a sense of 
your danger. The remedy will soon be in your power. If 
Junius lives, you shall often be reminded of it. If, when the 
opportunity presents itself, you neglect to do your duty to your- 
selves and to posterity, — to God and to your country, — ^I shall 
have one consolation left, in common with the meanest and 
basest of mankind. — Civil liberty may still last the life of 
Junius.' 

The first, second, third, fourth, and seventh propositions of 
the Essay, are too obvious to allow of a difference of opinion. 
The fiflh and sixth admit of comparisons with Junius. Sir 
Philip says, ' That the lords and commons, vrithout the king, are 
not, and cannot be a parliament. That no two of the compo- 
nent parts of the legislature are competent to perform any legis- 
lative act whatsoever. Were it otherwise, the two acting pow- 
ers might abolish the third ; or without abolishing the name, 
might annihilate the functions.' 

The language held by Junius, on these points, is equaUy clear 
and decisive : 

* To do justice to the ministry, they have not pretended that 
any one or any two of the three estates have power to make a 
new law, without the concurrence of a third. They know th&t 
a man who maintains such a doctrine, is liable by statute to the 
heaviest penalties J " 

Mr. Taylor candidly acknowledges that, "the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
and 7th, propositions of the Essay, are too obvious to allow of 
a difierence of opinion. The 5th and 6th, admit of compari- 
sons with Junius." Were they not intended for that purpose ? 

Is there not a vast difference in the manner and mode of 
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thinking of these two writers 7 To call upon eveiy man to do 
his duty in the exercise of his inalienable rights^as Junius does^ 
is very different from the pompous declaration of Mr. Francis, 
that every man has a right to dehver his opinion, which nobody 
in his senses ever doubted. 

Mr. Francis says, ^ If they will not Usten to the voice of truth 
and reason, they shall hear it." This appears to be intended to 
accord with an expression of Junius afterwards quoted : but it 
is entirely autre and out of place. For it cannot be contended, 
that Mr. Francis gave forth any important truths in this Essay 
about the regency. The subject did not admit of it ; and, I 
dare say, excited no attention whatever. 

I will now give an abstract of Mr. Taylor's coUecticua of 
parallel passages extracted from Junius, and the promiscuous 
writings and speeches of Mr. Francis ; which* in my opinion, 
exhibit specimens of as palpable plagiarisms on the part of 
Sir Plulip, as have ever disgraced the annals of literature. 
The dates of the extracts from Mr. Francis, as far as given, vary 
firom 1775 to 1796 ; which allows fiill time for him to become 
perfecdy familiar with the writings of Junius. 

Junius. — ** It is true he professes doctrines which would be 
treason in America, but in England, at least, he has the laws of 
kisside/* 

Francis.— << But he who knows that he has the law of his side^ 
will never think of appealing to necessity for a defence of the 
legality of his measures." 

Junius. — *^ So far forth as it operates, it constitutes a House 
of Commons which does not represent the people." 

Francis. — ^ So far forth I also meet the opinion of the 
Governor-General and Mr. BarwelL" 

The following expression is a solecism : — 

Junius.—** I am sony to tell you, Sir William, that in this 
article, your first fact isfalseJ^ 

Francis. — ^ This part of the motion, I say, implies a false 
factr 

This word " exafftina&2e," occurs in no dictionaiy. 

Junius. — '* The cases to prove that the assumed privileges of 
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"I 

either House of Pariiament are not examinable elsewhere than 
in their own houses, are lord Shaftesbur/s case, &c.'' 

Francis. — *^ He has added some specific evidence, which I 
shall take the liberty to examine, because it is of an exammable 
nature in itself, and happens to be familiar to me." 

In favorite metaphorical eapressionsy an excellent clue is ob- 
tained £»r tracitig an anonymous author. Of this class, the fol- 
lowing a]« among the most singular :— 

Junius. — ** Cro to little 3 per cents reduced; youll find him a 
m^re scr^ of a secretary ; an omnium of all that's genteel.'* 

Francis. — ^ I say we are a nation of 3 per cents, and nothing 
else.* 

Junius. — ** TeU us in what instance he has discovered a single 
ray oftaisdomj solidity, or judgment." 

** To what an enormous excess it has safely conducted 

your grace, vdthout a ray of real understanding^* 

Francis. — ^^'If Moodajee Boosla has a ray of understanding, 
and reflects, &c/* 

** Power alone, without a particle of skill, or a rtof 

cf genius, can do more mischief in a day, than wisdom and 
industry can repair in a century." 

Junius. — ^^He precludes himself from soliciting, with any 
color of decency, a real and solid reward from the city." 

"* Wiih what coior of truth can he pretend that I am 

no where to be encountered but in a newspaper T 

Francis. — ^ Our superiors will judge wiiether the doctrine 
eanujiihihe least color of truAhe applied to any acts of mine." 

** I admit the principle, as far as it can be urged by 

Mr. Hastings with emy color of reason or justice/* 

Junius. — ** The first act of his own administration was to im- 

■ 

pose that tax upon America, which has since throum the uhde 
continent thto ajUxmcr 

FVancis. — ** I can remember the time, when an attempt of 
this nature would have throum the whole kingdom intoajUtmer 

Junius. — *^ But perseverance, management, and determined 
good humour, will set every thing right, and, in the end, break 
the heart of Mr. Home." 

10 
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Francis. — ^ They will all make common cause against 
and sooner or later overcome his resolution, or break Mi heart!* 

Junius. — ^'^ A sick man might as well expect to be cured by a 
consultation of doctors. They talk, and debate, and wran^e, and 
the patient expires.** 

Francis. — ^^The case is pressing. — ^Men of distinguished 
abilities and long experience reconunend different coursesu 
Therefore follow none of them. Doctors differ : let the paiiemi 
perish.** 

^ Junius.-^^ Will you not endeavor to remove or alleviate the 
most dangerous symptoms, because you cannot eradicate the 
diseaser* 

Francis. — ^* The actual choice lies between a disease^ which 
threatens immediate dissolution, and a remedy which at least 
gives time for deUberation.** 

Junius. — '^ If the Treasury, withouthearing, is suffered to haUoo 
an informer at your estate.** 

Francis. — " Even judges themselves came down to suppcHl 
him, to greet him with early cheers, and encourage him with 
the smiles and the haUoo of government.** 

Junius. — *^ Charles Fox is yet in btossomT 

Francis. — ^ His (Mr. Pitt's) promises blossom like himself; 
we know not what bitter fruits they may produce.*^ 

Junhis. — ^ We may retire to our prayers,^ the gcane is up^ 

Francis. — " Whether you lau^ or cry, the game is up/* 

Junius. — ^ It is 7wt that precedents have any weight toith me in 
opposition to principles ; but Iknow they weigh with the miAi* 
tude.** 

Francis. — ^^ He objected to the law as subversive of the priii- 
cq)les of the constitution, and not to be justified by any precedents 
opposed to principles!* 

Junius. — '^ One precedent creates another. They soon accu- 
mulate, and constitute law ; what yesterday was fact^ to-dag is 
doctrine.** 

—*—--^ When such a man stands forth, let the nation look 
to it** 

Francis.—^ What yesterday was prosperous, to day is des- 
perate.'* 
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Atneiid-— ^ From a cir3 to an^)ftaiy, fitMH a militaiy to an 
arbitraiygof«Hiineiit the gradations are eagy, and the tranat- 
tion wiU be rapi!3. The siAne facts which cotmteracts princi* 

plei ftMiiqf , wiU be />rec6d0iitf to-m0nx>w, and piinciples the d^ 
after. Let the nation look to UT 

Junius. — ** To vulgar minds it may appear unattainable, be- 
eaoie mi%w* imicb mofte iio ifuttrnttem 
jScifb and Ifte tM^MMtUe.'* 

FVancis. — ^" To distinguish and lesohre at a gtanoe, in a ques* 
tioD iofltuit of hfe and death, between extreme difictdt^ and 
poeiiwe trnposgAUityrin the surest indication of a $uperior mindJ'' 

Juniofl. — ^ You have no enemies, Sir, but those who persuade 
you to aim 9t power without rights 

iVands.— ** An aiUtrary succession of acts of power wiAout 
rights flowing from different sources, and excluding every idea 
of unity, regularity, or system.'' 

Jams. — ** The power of king, lords, and commons, is not an 
arbitrary power. They are the truHees^ not the oumers efihe 
ettaie. The fee simple is in us. They cannot alienate, they 
cannot waste. 

FVancis. — ^ The last appeal I shall make is to the prudence 
ofthehouse. We are trustees for the naiion^ and atxoimtable for 
ike trust reposed in usJ* 

» ^ As trustees to the Company, we have no discretion- 
ary power to give away their {nnoperty.'' 

Junins. — ^ Ifi a great business^ there is nothing so fatal as 
cunning manage ment." 

Francis.*-^ In the cmiduct of great affairs^ the advantages 
of cunning are very inconsiderable.** 

Junius. — ^"I wottkl engage your favorable attenti<Hi to vdiat 
lam going to sa^ to you; and /en^reof you nottobe tooAosty 
m eonduding, from die apparent tendency of this letter, to any 
poasible interests or connexicms of my own.*' 

Fnmcis. — ^^My second request is, that gentlem^i will have 
the goodness and the candour to hear me out; that they vnll not 
aoffisr Ifaeir minds to travel ftster dum I do ; that they will not 
Mlie^Mrfe my condmskmSf and much more, that they will tM 
oondude for me.** 
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».—^ Again / eMtfta the house most eanieatly on Ihiff 
point, not to anticipate^ my argament, nor to condude either 
hastily for me or against me." * 

The last and fhe foDowing sentiment coidd not have been 
seen by Sir I%ilip Francis, both being contained in one of the 
private letters to Wilkes. 

Junius. — ** There is a rule in business that would save much 
time if it were generally adc^ited. A question once decided^ is 
no longer a subject qfargumentr 

Francis* — ^luyitt not continue to argue a question on wkiA I 
'have already submitted to judgment. If the event of the present 
measures should ever force an inquiry into the origin and 
motives of them ; the merit of those persons who have promoted 
or opposed them, will not be tried by nice verbal distinctions, or 
by torturing particular expressions in debate, to a sense incon* 
sistent with the general principles, avowed opinions, and uniform 
conduct of those vdio use them. The inquiry wiH commence 
at the source of the measures in question." 

Mr. Taylor appears to exult at having found some passages 
in the speeches of Mr. Francis, that bear a resemblance to 
Junius, and which, he thinks, could not have been borrowed 
firom his letters. He would, indeed, have great reason to rejcHce 
if be could establish this p(Mnt. But, in my opinion, the examfdes 
adduced are very imperfect and unsatisfactory. The e^res* 
sions of Junius and Francis in the first parallel noticed, are 
similar to what most men under the like circumstances would 
naturally make use of. Junius wished to bring over the 
members of the supporters of the Bill of Rights Society to his 
views, and, meeting with strong opposition, was induced to 
couch his language in such terms, as would most likely tend to 
gain him a favorable hearing. Mr. Francis appears to have 
been similarly situated ; hence the remote resemblance in the 
two passages, which could not well be avoided. 

The second parallel, I apprehend, vras taken fix>m a letter of 
Junius, signed Poplicola, and dated May 28, 1767. " But he 
rested his defence upon the unavoidable necessity of the case, 
and submitted himself to the judgment of his country/" 
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IMt. FranciB seems to have been ^17 fond of this eq>re8don, 
having pat it into the mouth of lord Chatham in the report of a 
speech of his in liohtion o^fact, as will, by and by, be proved 
beyond all contradiction. 

Junius. — ** But I shall not descend to a dispute about words^ 
I speak to thingir 

Francis. — ^ If this were a contest about worda^ and iSihingB 
of the greatest moment were not at stake, iicr 

Junius. — ^ You have no enemies, Sir, but those who persuade 
you to aim at power without right, and who think it flattery to 
ten you that the character of king diMoA«9 the natural rdaUm 
hdween guUt aand pmAsikmentr 

Francis. — *^ In the present practice, the wholescMne rdatian 
between jtfift nfufjniftif Amen/ is inverted.'' 

" Nor will I leave it to the master to dissolve the re- 
lotion between, his slave and himself, just whenever he pleases." 

Junius. — ** Can any man mhis senses affirm^ that as things are 
now circumstanced in this country, it is possible to exterminate 
corruption 7" 

Francis. — ^ But does amy man m his senses believe the state- 
ment to be true T 

* Junius. — ^ Still you will find an insurmounttMe difficulty in 
the execution/' 

Francis. — ^"The difficulties in the execution would still be 
inMurmouniMer 

There is a manner in the following passage, which bebngs 
only to the present writers. 

Junius. — ^ Who attacks the liberty of the press? lord Mans- 
field — ^Wbo invades the constitutional power of juries 7 lord 
Bfansfield. — ^Wfaat judge ever challenged a juryman, but lord 
Mansfield, &c. V 

Fk'ancis. — ** But in the consideration of these ofiences, who is 
the offisnded party 7 The negro-driver. — ^Who is the judge of 
the feet 7 The driver. — ^Who awards the punishment 7 The 
driver. — ^Who inflicts it 7 The driver with his own hand." 

Junius. — ^^IntheiujaneofOodandihe lotof, are such men fit 
to govern a great kingdom 7" 
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L— '^/n the name iif common, sen$ei what ui^fid purpose 
will her subnuiaion answerT 

^Jn the name (^decency and common jeiue, what we 

your grace's merits 7" 

Francis. — In the name of Ood and common sense^ what have 
we gained by consulting these learned persons ?? 
* * In the name of God andjustieey Ac." 

But perhaps the most angular instance o[ agreement, in the 
peculiar use of WOTds, is to be found in the following quotaticHiB. 

Junius. — ^" As far as their history has been known, the aon 
has regularly improved upon tAe tnce* of his father, and has takes 
care to transmit them pure and undiminished into the bosomed 
his successor." 

FVancis. — ** After all, mere precedents seldom amount to a 
satisfactoiy proof of right, especially in matterd of goyemment. 
Political societies have existed too long to leave any abuse with- 
out an example. We may improve upon the errors of our {»«• 
decessors, but we cannot be original." 

" If I could personify the house of cmnmc^ it would 
be my interest as well as my duty to approach so great a person 
with the utmost respect. But respect does not exclude frmness, 
and diould not restrain me from saying, that is the function of 
your greatness, as well as of your oflice, to listen to truth!' 

Junius, in his celebrated letter to the king, intrcMluces his 
personal address to the monarch with the same remark. ** He 
would deliver his sentiments with dignity and^n9tiie«f,'but not 
without respect. * * * I would prepare your mind for a finvor- 
able reception of frtiA." 

The words m small capitals in the foUowing extracts, are in 
belies in the original : a circumstance which adds to their re- 
oiflikable similarity. 

Junius. — ^ To say that they will not make this extravagant 
use of their power, woidd be a language unfit for a man so 
learned in the laws as you are. — ^By your doctrine. Sir, they 
have the power ; and lau>s, you know, are intended to guard 
against nshaLmennAV do^notto trust to what they will do/* 

FVtncis. — ^* What they will do I know not, but this is what 
they HAT do under the present institution." 
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Fraiici&— ^ The lords and conunoMwbo compose the present 
ptnel are honorable men. So are we all. But let it be re- 
membered that kno8 are made to guard against what mm mat 
<fo, notto trust to yihat they wux da,^ 

JmiiuB.— ^^ I cannot express my opinion of the present min- 
istry more exactly, than in the words of Sir Richard Steele :— ^ 
that we are govemed by a set of drivellers, whose folly loiet 
away all dignity from distress^ and makes even calamity rutt- 
cmlaus/* 

FVancis.-^^ Such authors of such ruin Udse away aU digniiy 
ftijm distress^ and make calamiiy ridiculous.** 

Joniw. — ^^Both minister and magistrate is compelled» in 
almost every instance, to choose between his duty and his r^pii • 



Francis. — ^An open trial obliges the judge in every question 
thsd comes before him, to choose toioeen Au <fiity and tAe &«» ^ 
msrtputatum, 

^ The compiler of this investigation was accidentally turning 
oiver the pages of Almon's Anecdotes of lord Chatham, when 
his eye was cau^t by several passages so much in the style of 
Junius^ as to call forth this observation — that either lord Chat- 
ham was the author of the letters,''^ or Junius had reported lord 
Chatham's speeches. On closer inspection it appealed, that the 
pages which contained the spirit of Junius were principally occu- 



* " If it were a qaefllion w«rth debating, we have the beet of all proofi, that 
lofd Chatham's pecoliaxities of thinking and ezpreasion, did not, of necesnty, 
give a complexion to these speeches so much like that of Jmiius. It is well 
known that Hngfa Boyd was amhitioaB of being thought the writer of the letten, 
and that he imitated the style of Junius. He, by a singular coincidence, also 
reported two of Lord Chatham's speeches in 1776, and 1777 ; and here, if any 
wberei we might, expect to find Umt character exhibited which is seen in the 
lepoita by Sir PhSip Francis. But neither are they like the latter, nor like Junius. 
It Is astonishing how toUHy they differ fW>m both : something might be expected 
from lord Chathan^ imma^r, and something from Boyd's habitual imitation of 
Juains; but there is not a thou^t or expression in these speeches which savon 
ebhevof Jimias, or of lord Chatham as he is represented by Sir Philip Francis. 
ThecoBseqnence is, that not only most lord Chatham have no credit for the fite- 
rsiy heautiea in the repoits of Sir Philip Francis, under the plea that the words 
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pied by the reports of two debates, one on the 9th, the other on 
the 22d of January, 1770^ that the tatter was the composition 
of a gentleman who had furnished Ahnon with the previous 
report ; and that a paragraph was prefixed to this iBrst debate, 
containing aQusions to the Reporter,, applicable, as we have 
before noticed, only to Sir Philip Francis. The reasons which 
led to that opinion have been stated ; and they were cogent 
enough for the purpose they were then intended to serve : but 
to build any thing substantial and important upon this ground, it is 
obvious that a better title ought to be produced This has since 
been accidentally provided. — ^In the New Parliamentary History 
the above-mentioned speeches are inserted, and the following 
note by the editor accompanies the first of them : * This very 
imporiant ddxxte was takenbyagerUlemanfWJu>(rfteruxn'dsnuxde 
a distinguished figure in the house of commons^ and by him it 
has been Migingly revised for this work! When the publishers 
inquired of Mr. Wright, the editor of the debates, whether Sir 
Philip Francis was not the gentleman here alluded to. Us an- 
swer was as satifactory as could be wished. ^In reply to your 
note, I have no hesitation in informing you that Sir Hiilip 
Francis is the gentleman aUudedtoin p. 647, vol. 16, of the Par- 



were BO Btrongly impressed on the hearer's nund, that he unaYoidably adopted 
them in repeating the sentiments, for then Hugh Boyd would have presored 
some, at least, of these mem^jMete, hot also Boyd must be shorn of Mt preten- 
sions to be Junius, by (ailing on so remaifcabie an occasion to sustain any part of 
that character, which is so weD supported by Sir Philip. If the reader is deeirovs 
to obtain ocular demonstration of the truth of our representation, he will find 
Boyd's reports in the Tolume of Almon's Anecdotes which contains those of Sir 
Philip Francis, whereby a most &Tonrahle opportunity is presented for making a 
odmpaiiBon." 

In this case, it seems, that Sir Philip outwitted Mr. Boyd ; who nei^ected a 
most favorable opportunity to mearporaU the writings of Junius mto his rep&ris 
of the speeches of lord Chatham. His competitor imprdved a similar occasion, 
and bore off the palm. It will appear, however, in the sequel, that Sir Philif^s 
penckmU for copying Junius, has in this instance led him into an embanassment 
fiom which it will be difficult for his friends to extricate him ; and which Boyd 
fortnaatety escaped hymoieaOff using the Imguag^ of the speaker in his reports. — 
•Apia JBs. 
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fiamentary Histoiy/ It was fortunate for the author of this 
investigation that the allu^on here mentioned fell in his way ; 
he must otherwise have contented himself with the intemd 
evidence of the speeches, for Almon, the original publisher, 
was dead, and all his papers were dispersed or destroyed. But 
Sir Philip Francis being thus proved to be the reporter y we have 
now only \o inquire whether the speeches so reported were also 
the productions of Junius. To determine tlus question, atten- 
tion most be paid to their general character, to the remarkable 
expressions, and to the dates of each parallel passage. The 
better to assist the reader's judgment, such quotations will be 
incorporated with the text as particularly bear upon the passing 
subject 

^ The next session was opened on the ninth day of January, 
1770. The discontents which pervaded the whole nation, stimu- 
lated him (lord Chatham) to the most vigorous exertion of his ta- 
lents. He considered the conduct of the bouse of commons, on 
all the questions concerning the Middlesex election,as wholly un- 
constitutional. He attended on the first day. His speeches on 
that day have fortunately met with a better fate than many of 
his former speeches ; for they were accurately taken by a gen- 
tleman of strong memory, now a member of the house of com- 
mons, and from his notes they are here printed. 

THE EARL OF CHATHAM 

said, ' that he was satisfied there was a power in some degree 
arbitrary, with which the constitution trusted the crown, to be 
made use of under correction of the legislature^ and at the Aa- 
zard of the mimster^ upon any sudden emeigency, or unforeseen 
calamity, which might threaten the welfare of the people, or 
the safety of the state. That on this principle he had himself 
advised a measure, which he knew was 710^ strictly legal; but 
he recommended it as a measure of necessity^ to save a starving 
people from f amines and had submitted to the judgment of his 
country^ 

Junius. — " That pchrliament may review the acts cf a minister 
is unquestionable ; but there is a wide difference between say- 
ing that the crown has a legal power, and that ministers may 
act at their periir—^ Instead of asserting that the proclamation 

11 
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was legal, he (lord Camden) should have said, ' My Umis, I 
know the proclamation was illegal^ but I advised it because it 
was indispensably necessary to save the kingdom from f amines 
and I submit myself to the justice and mercy of my country.^ " — 
Oct. 15, 1771. 

This first parallel from the letters is nearly decisive of the 
fact that Junius was the reporter. Though written almost two 
years after the speech, it will be seen that not only the succes- 
sion of thought is the same, but even the expressions are pre- 
served sufficiently to show that the original was fresh in the 
memory of the writer. If he could have found the speech 
reported in other words, but the same in substance, the resem- 
blance might perhaps have been accounted for ; but in the ab- 
sence of all such aids, to approach so nearly to the language of 
a report not printed (though preserved in notes) till twenty 
years after, can only be satisfactorily explained on the suppo- 
sition that he who took those notes was himself the writer of 
the letters." 

Junius, according to this account, was attending in the house 
of commons when the speech, from which the above is an 
extract, vras made by lord Chatham ; and afterwards, in cen- 
suring lord Camcle,n for the part he took in the debate, gives, as 
his own, the very words of Chatham as proper for Camden to 
have made use of. At a subsequent period he reports the 
speech, and thus exposes his own plagiarism. This, to say the 
least of it, was not a very judicious step on the part of Junius. 
But, although the speech was not reported at the time, were 
there not many spectators in the house, besides the members 
of parliament, who heard the speech delivered ? and would not 
Junius not only have feared detection, but scorned to copy the 
wiHtls of lord Chatham in this manner ? Would it not have been 
more honorable for him to have said, that lord Camden ought 
to have followed the example set by lord Chatham in this case ? 
However, after all, it so happened that lord Chatham took a 
very different ground, upon the occasion alluded to, from that 
here stated ; although it occurred four years before the time 
fixed upon by Sir Philip. Particular notice of which vrill be 
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taken after making a few more extracts from these extraordi- 
nary parallel cases. 

Speech. — ^"rfe lamented the wihappy measure which had 
divided the colonies from the mother country, and which he 
feared had drawn them into excesses which he could not justify. 
He owned his natural partiafity to America, and was inclined 
to make allowance even for those excesses : that they ought 
to be treated with tenderness ; for in his sense they were Aul- 
litians of liberty which broke out upon the skin^ and were a sign, 
if not of perfect health, at least of a vigorous constitution^ and 
must not be driven in too suddenly, lest they should strike to the 
heartJ* 

Junius. — ^ No man regards an eruption upon the sutface, when 
the noble parts are invaded, and he feels a mortification ap- 
proaching to his heartr 

**' I shall only say, give me a healthy vigorous constitu- 

tumy and I shall hardly consult my looking-glass to discover a 
blemish upon my skinr 

Speech. — ^ That the Americans had purchased their liberty 
at a dear rate, since they had quitted their native country^ and 
gone in search of freedom to a desert J* 

Junius, speaking of the Americans, says : ^ They left their 
native land in search of freedom^ and found it in a desert/* — 
Dec. 19, 1769. 

** In this instance the speech copies the letters. To suppose 
that lord Chatham and Junius reciprocally borrowed from each 
other, is to encounter a greater difficulty for the sake of avoid- 
ing a less. But the resemblance is not surprising, if we ima- 
gme that Junius was the reporter ; and as we proceed, it will 
appear that no other solution can be given for this mutual appli- 
cation of each other's sentiments and language." 

Speech. — "JMy lords^ I am a plain man^ and have been 
brought up in a religious reverence for the original simplicity of 
the faws of England." 

Junius on the same subject : — ** Is this the law of parliament, 
or is it not ? lama plain man, £»tr, and cannot follow yoa 
through the phlegmatical forms of an oration." 
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The language here used may be excusable in an anonymoas 
author, although it appears affected in so elegant a writer a^r 
Junius ; but for lord Chatham to have so expressed himself 
before the British parliament, one would think, must have sub- 
jected him to the most pointed ridicule. 

Perhaps not more than half the parallel passages exhibited by 
Mr. Taylor,are here copied. The reader,however, will probably 
be satisfied with these samples. The marks of plagiarism are 
indelibly stamped upon almost every case produced ; and thus 
afford abundant proof that Mr. Francis was not the author of 
Junius's letters. His friends have destroyed his pretensions by 
their imfmidence in making these comparisons. A political 
party writer may have occasion frequently to reiterate the same 
sentiments ; but, if a man of talents, will not repeat the same 
phrase verbatim ; at least this could not often occur. A soli' 
tary instance or two might happen, and would be excusable ; 
but such a string of passages in the productions of Mr. Francis^ 
exactly similar to phrases in the letters of Junius, could not be 
the eflfect of chance. 

I shall now revert to the debate on the Com Bill, ^^hich is 
alluded to in a previous extract from Sir Philip's speech made 
for lord Chatham, and compared with parallel expressions of 
Junius as a test of authorship. The debate on this subject took 
place on the 11th of November, 1766: and at no other time. 
I defy the friends of Sir Philip to produce a single instance of 
any similar debate, either before or after that period. I shall 
hereafter show how Sir Philip was deluded in fixing upon 1770 
for this discussion, which will completely unveil the fraud com- 
mitted by him in giving tO'lord Chatham the language of Junius 
in this case. 

Mr. Miller, in his History of Great Britain, from the death 
of Geoj^ge II. to the coronation of George IV., gives the fol- 
lowing account of this transaction : " In consequence of the 
great scarcity of provisions, the privy council, in the recess of 
parliament, Sept. 26, 1766, issued a proclamation, * laying an 
embaigo on the exportation of wheat and flour, and prohibiting 
the use of that grain in the distilleries.' Wheat had not yet 
reached the price under \rhich it might be legally exported. No 
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authority^ therefore, but that of the whole legislature, could in 
this case lay a constitutional embai^ on it.** 

'* Therefore, on the meeting of parliament, on the 11th of 
November following, a bill was brought in ' to indemnify all 
persons who had acted in obedience to the order of council for 
laying oa the embargo. Nobody denied the expediency of such 
a restraint at the time : it was the mode of the transaction 
which deserved censure, as, by it the crown seemed to assume 
and exercise a power of dispensing with the laws — one of the 
grievances so expressly provided against at the revolution." 
I^Allusion is then made to the neglect of convening the parlia- 
ment sooner.] 

^ The first form of the biU was found to be defective : it pro> 
vided for the indemnity of the inferior officers who had acted 
under the proclamation, while it passed by the council who ad- 
vised it ; and it had not a preamble fully expressive of the ille- 
gality of the measure. In these respects the bill was amended, 
and made perfect But this produced much altercation : espe- 
cially in the house of lords, where to the astonishment of most 
people, the newly created earl of Chatham, and lord Camden, 
the chancellor, opposed the bill, and vindicated the late exertion 
of prerogative, not only from the peculiar circumstances that, 
seemed to influence it, but as a matter of right, asserting, that a 
dispensing power, in cases of state necessity, was one of the 
prerogatives inherent in the crown. This desertion from the 
side of liberty, to principles so directly opposite, gave a mortal 
stab to the popularity of those occasional patriots. The fal- 
lacy of their pretexts, as well as of their reasonings, was ex- 
posed, and the cause of freedom and of the constitution was 
ably supported by lords Mansfield, Temple, and Lyttleton. 
The real motives for the late exertion of power were first 
inquired into, and then the doctrine of a dispensing power in 
such cases was very forcibly attacked." 

If Sir Philip Francis was Junius, his treacherous memory 
has in this instance placed him in the most awkward and unplea- 
sant condition. In December, 1766, a writer in the PubUc Ad- 
vertiser, under the signature of W. D. — supposed by the editor 
to be William Draper — says, "What greater proof of wisdom 
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can he (lord Chatham) give, than in supporting that person who 
is the most capable of doing good to his cowitry, and has, upon 
all occasions, approved himself the most zealous protector of 
its liberties? But I beg pardon ; upon a late occasion indeed, 
lord Chatham showed himself to be no friend to liberty ; he 
was so very tyrannical, as well as lord Camden, that he denied 
some traders the right, liberty, and privilege of starving his fel- 
low-citizens, by exporting all the com out of the kingdom, for 
which he has met with his reward, and been as much abused 
as if he himself had been guilty of starving them. Is there no 
Tarpeian rock for such a tyrant T 

To which Junius replied, under the signature of Popiicola, as 
follows : 

**Mr. C. D. (W. D.) wilfully misrepresents the cause of that 
censure, which was very justly thrown upon lord Chatham, when 
the exportation of com was prohibited by proclamation. The 
measure itself was necessary, and the more necessary firom the 
scandalous delay of the ministry in calling the parliament toge- 
ther ; but to maintain that the proclamation was legal, and that 
there was a suspending power lodged in the crown, was such 
an outrage to the common sense of mankind, and such a daring 
attack upon the constitution, as a free people ought never to 
forgive. The man, who maintained those doctrines, ought to 
have had the Tarpeian rock, or a gibbet for his reward. Ano- 
ther gentleman, upon that occasion, had spirit and patriotism 
enough to declare, even in a respectable assembly, that when 
he advised the proclamation, he did it with the strongest con- 
viction of its being illegal ; but he rested his defence upon the 
unavoidable necessity of the case, and submitted himself to 
the judgment of his country. This noble conduct deserved the 
applause and gratitude of the nation, while that of the earl of 
Chatham, and his miserable understrappers, deserved nothing 
but detestation and contempt.^ 

Let the reader compare this language with the sycophantic 
eulogy of Mr. Francis on lord Chatham, and then say if he 
thmks Sir Philip could have been the author of the letters 
of Junius. 

Sir Philip's error on this subject, I presume, arose from the 
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remains of Junijus, in his letter of Oct. 5, 1771 ; Mrith whidi, 
it is said in Woodfall's Preliminary Essay, he intended to close 
** the regular series of letters possessing the signature of Junius." 
This letter treats upon " the unhappy divisions," as he calls 
them, *^ which had arisen among the friends of the people, and 
divided them from each other." In which he says, '' When 
lord Chatham affirms, that the authority of the British legisla- 
ture is not supreme over the colonies, in the same sense in which 
it is supreme over Great Britain ; when lord Camden supposes 
a necessity (which the king is to judge of,) and founded upon 
that necessity, attributes to the crovim a legal power (not given 
by the act itself,) to suspend the operation of an act of the 
legislature ; I listen to them both with diffidence and respect, 
but vritbout the smallest degree of conviction or assent Yet I 
doubt not they deUvered their real sentiments, nor ought they 
to be hastily condemned." 

And adds, '^ When I refer to signal instances of unpopular 
c^inions, delivered and maintained by men, who may well be 
supposed to have no view but the public'good, I do not mean 
to renew the discussion of such opinions. I should be sorry to 
revive the dormant questions of Stamp Acty Com BMy or Pre$» 
WcaratU, I mean only to illustrate one useful proposition, 
which it is the intention of this paper to inculcate, ' That we 
should not generally reject the friendship or services of any 
man, because he differs from us in a particular opinion.' This 
will not q>pear a superfluous caution, if we observe the ordi- 
nary conduct of mankind. In pubUc affairs, there is the least 
chance of a perfect concurrence of sentiment or inclination: 
yet every man is able to contribute something to the common 
stock, and no man's contribution should be rejected." 

This letter brought forward a vmter under the signature of 
Sccevola in vindication of the course taken by lord Camden ; 
which necessarily required a replication from Junius, in support 
of the doctrine he had advanced ; in which he gives his opinion 
of what lord Camden ought to have said upon the occasion, and 
in nearly the same language as he had stated '^another gentle- 
man" (a member of the council) had expressed himself. 
The style of this '^ gentleman," as reported by Junius, Mr. 
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Francis has borrowed to ornament the speech of lord Chatham. 
Which can be accounted for only upon the suppoation of his 
having taken notes of the expressions at the time of their pub- 
lication, and afterwards forgetting their context. For it appears 
evident from the numerous passages of Junius scattered throu^* 
out his writings, that Sir Philip kept an Albumy in which he 
entered favorite sentiments and expressions to be applied as 
occasions should offer. 

The incidental notice of the Com Bill by Junius in Oct 
1771, no doubt deluded Sir Philip into the opinion that the de- 
bate upon it occurred at the previous fall session of the pariia- 
ment ; and as the remarks were confined entirely to lord Cam- 
den, (he having before taken sufficient notice of lord Chatham 
in this respect,) Mr. Francis probably concluded that something 
like the declarations alluded to were made by Chatham, and 
consequently that a good opportunity now offered to comph- 
ment his lordship with one of his ^ Elegant Extracts" applicable 
to the case. 

This gentleman, according to Junius, said, ^ that when he 
advised ilie proclamation^he did it with the strongest anwiction 
of its being illegal; but he rested his defence upon the una- 
voidable necessity of the case, and submitted himself to the judg- 
ment of his country,'' 

Sir Philip makes lord Chatham s^y, '' That on this principle 
he had himself advised a measure which he knew was not strictly 
legal; buthe recommended it as a measure of necem^, to save 
a starving people from famine, emd had submitted to the judg- 
ment of his country /* 

After this exposure, what confidence can be placed in Sir 
Philip Francis's reports of lord Chatham's speeches, made 
twenty years after their delivery, and in such strict accordance 
vnth the language of Junius ? Had not Sir Philip his album or 
a copy of Junius before him when he made these reports, as 
well as when he prepared his own speeches and pamphlets for 
pubUcation ? 

I shall close the remarks on Sir Philip Francis by quoting the 
opinions of several gentlemen in regard to his claims to the 
authorship of Junius. 






SIA PBOUP VRAMCIS. 89 

Mr. Barker, (see p. 503) after mtroducing a qiiotatian finom 
Sir Philip's letter to lord Holland, sayi^ *' I consulted my intelli- 
gent and esteemed friend, the Rev. T. S. Hog^s, B. D., on the 
subject, and he favored me with the following observations in 
his reply : — 

* With respect to the work in Mo^ it appears to me very like 
the eSori of a man who did not write Junius, but wished it to 
be thought he did. It is clever, and has many pointed passages, 
but not the raciness of Junius's style.' " 

Dr. Parr, speaking of Sir Philip, (see Barker, p. 342,) says, 
^He was too vain to refuse celebrity, which he was conscious 

of deserving. It was not in his nature to keep a 8ecret<-r 

he would have told it frt>m his vcmity. 

His bitterness, his vivacity, his acuteness, are stamped in dia- 
racters very peculiar, upon many publications that bear his 
name; and very faint indeed is their resemblance to the spuit, 
and, in an extended sense of the word, to the ttyle of Junius.** 

Mr. Barker, in his Preface, p. 4^ introduces Dr. Good's opinicHi 
as foDpws : 

^' A few weeks before the decease of Dr. John Mason Good, 
who was the editor of Woodfall's edition of Junius's letters, and 
the writer of the Preliminary Essay, which is contained in it, 
the author received from the doctor the following note : 

* GK]ildfi>rd-8tx«et, Oct 13, 18S6. 

' Dear Sir, — ^Accept my thanks for your obliging copy of your 
iSrst letter on the subject of Junius and Sir PhiUp Francis. 

Many years ago, as perhaps you may be aware, I entered at 
fidl speed into this research, and beat the bush in every direc- 
tion. At that time, however, the claims of Sir Philip Francis 
had not been advanced, at least not before the public. But» 
had they been brought forward, the arguments, by which it is 
obvious they may be met, and many of which you have your- 
self ably handled, would, I think, have succeeded in putting him 
as completely out of the list as all the other competitors appear 
to be put, whose friends have undertaken to bring them for- 
ward. 

The question is, nevertheless, one of great interest, as v^ll 

12 



90 CJiAlMi OF 

on the score of national history, as of literary cunoaity. Yet, 

lake many other desiderata^ I am afraid it is likely to lie beyond 

the fathoming of any line and plumn^et, that will be applied to 

it in ow days. 

I shall always be happy to hear of your success, and am, 

dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

J. M. Good. 

* To E. H. Barker, Esq.' 

The reader will observe, in the above letter of Dr. J. M. 6., 
his indirect acknowledgment of the authorship of the Prelimi- 
nary Essay in Woodfall's edition of Junius, and therefore the 
contents of the letter merit preservation." 

Dr. Good, although he might be satisfied himself on the mib- 
ject, intended, probably, only to express his opinion that Junius 
would not be publicly known '^in our days.** 

Dr. Parr, in one of his letters respecting Junius, (see Barker, 
p. 343,) very justly observed, that ^it was the wuh if not the 
duty of Woodfall to keep us in the dark." 

This remark will apply with equal propriety to Dr. Grood ; 
who, being employed to write the Preliminary Essay, if the 
secret had been communicated to him, was in honor bound, as 
before observed, not to divulge it. 

Extract of a. Letter from Mr, Barker to the Rev. Dr. Martin 

Davy, 

*^ Sir Philip Francis pubtished, or there appeared from his 
pen without his name, a small pamphlet, entitled Historical 
QMestions, in Jan. 1818, and admitted to be his composition* 
The writer says : ' I mention it now for the purpose of doing 
justice to the German nation, knovnng them as I do, to be gene- 
rous, honorable, brave, and hardened people. I am sure that 
whenever they are mentioned by Sir Philip Francis, (m his let- 
ter to lord Holland, and elsewhere,) or any other man of com- 
mon sense or common honesty, in doubtful terms, such terms 
can only relate to Iheir military governments, and not at all to 
themselves.' 

I would have the reader consider whether the little, however 
pardonable, vanity of referring to himself by name, as Sir Philip 
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Fralicis do^ in the anonymous pamphlet, is not more charao 
teriistic of kimsdf than of the high-minded and proud Junius T' 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Coventry to Mr. Barker, dated 

June 14, 1828. 

** I wrote the other sheet a few days since, which I intended 
to complete and forward, but waited to see Mr. Woodfall, if 
possible, in which I have succeeded. I breakfasted with him 
yesterday-morning at Westminster. He presents his compli- 
ments, and requested me to forward the anecdote about Francisi 
if of any use. You are doubtless avrare that his father and 
Francis were schoolfeUows — educated at St. Paul's School. 
In after-years they generally attended the anniversary dinners. 
On one of those occasions, on Mr. Woodfall's returning home, 
he met an intimate friend, who said — ^ I met you and Junius, 
going to the Pauline Festival.' ' To whom do you allude V 
replied Mr. Wood&ll. ' Francis, to be sure, there is no other 
Junius.' ' To my. certain knowledge,' replied Mr. Woodfall, 
* Francis had no more to do with Junius than either you or I.' 
The gentleman was quite satisfied with Mr. Woodfall's positive 
denial, antl wished him good evening. Mr. Woodfall informed 
me that there were many reasons why Francis had no hand in the 
letters — ^his father knew him so well — his capabilities — his con- 
fined situation — the sphere which he moved in, as well as the 
riJL that he would run in being thrown upon the world neglected 
— all concurred, tp cause Mr. Woodfall to know that the motto, 
Stat nomiuis umbra^ would never be solved in th& son of Dr. 
Pranpis." 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Barker to U. Price, Esq. 

'* It may be affirmed beyond all contradiction, and I particu* 
larly invite the attention of the reader to the importance and 
the novelty of the observation, because it is decisive against the 
claims of Sir Philip Francis and of several other persons, that 
the author could not have had leisure for any other pursuit or 
any other business, while he was engaged in writting those 
letters — he must have lived in the retirement of his own presence, 
confining his society, when he could admit society, chiefly to 
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those few individuals, who fiirnidied him with facts, and inci- 
dents, and circumstances, or in any way favoured his views and 
fiicilitated his labours. In solitary majesty, in oriental seclu- 
sion, in the realm of silence, and in the land of oblivion, he 
was ' left at lar^ to his own dark designs/ " 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Barker to Charles Butler^ Esq. 

Thetford, Oct. 17, 1826. 

"It is quite contrsiry to all sound principles of reason- 
ing — ^to all just views of human nature — ^to all the repeated 
lessons of experience— and to all the fair limits of rational 
belief— to suppose that • Sir Philip Francis, when he was 
twenty-seven years of age, (i. e. * when the first of the miscel- 
laneous letters, being the earliest of the known productions of 
Junius, made its appearance,') should, though a mere clerk in 
the war-office, have ventured to enter into public political dis- 
cussion at all — ^that he should have either overlooked or despised 
the danger of the attempt — ^that he should have thrown so seri- 
ous an obstacle in the way of his advancement, should he be 
detected — that he, instead of promoting the wishes of his em- 
ployers, instead of aiding the views of the government; of which 
he formed a part however subordinate, instead of sympathising 
vrith all around him as bound by the common tie of interest, 
should have laboured with the most vigilant energy to effect 
such purposes as were inconsistent vnth his situation, opposed 
to his progress in Ufe, and calculated to subvert alike the influ- 
ence of his patrons and the power of the Ministry,— rthat he, a 
mere clerk in the war-office, should have commenced his lite- 
rary career by a series of papers perfect in their style of com- 
position, and his political career by professing those high public 
principles, which belong only to the tongues or the pens of men, 
who have been for a series of years running their course of 
usefuhiess and of fame,— tiiat he should have -denounced the 
conduct of the ministry in the severest terms with the apparent 
skill of an experienced rhetorician, the exact knowledge of an 
able statesman, die lofty tone of an independent spirit, die per- 
gevering zeal of a disinterested patriot, and a Demosthenic 
vehemence of diction unparalleled in the historv of human eto- 
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quenee. If Sir Philip Francb did in such circunvtances wr^ 
the letters of Junius, then the history of the woiM itself has 
exhibited no similar or second instance of this sort, the phe- 
nomenon cannot be explained by all the philosc^hy of the 
human mind, and nothing is too little or too great for human 
crednlity." 



CHAPTER VI. 

Claims of Charles Ucyd to the Authorship of Jtnmu^s Letters. 

• 

The pretensions of Charles Lloyd to the authorslup of Junius 
have been lately revived, and supported with considerable zeal 
by Mr. Barker, upon the principle, it would seem, of making a 
choice of evils from among the absurdities that lay before him. 
The inquirers after Junius, being diverted by the artifice qf the 
author from the direct path to the attainment of the object, have 
been, ab initio^ groping in darkness. 

Although Mr. Barker gives di^ decided preference to Lloyd, 
he candidly details the opinions of various literary characters 
with whom he corresponded, as well against as in favor of his 
candidate. I will give a very short abstract of the ground 

taken, principally in opposition to his views. 

« 

"London, Nov. 5,1887. 

** Mr. Moysey is very sorry he has it not in his power to satisfy 
Mr. Bark^^if inquiries. Mr, Charles Lloyd was his senior [at 
Westminster school] many years ; their acquaintance not one 
of intimacy or of long duration. Since 1766, or thereabouts, 
Mr. M. knows nothing of Mr. Lloyd, either alive or dead. He 
can only say that his temper was very cheerful, far removed from 
reserved or morose habits ; and as to faculties, he was a man 
of very lively parts, and a great deal of wit He was called 
by his school-fellows, Dolly Uoyd, for reasons which do not 
appear. He was younger brother of the dean of Norwich, an 
eminent character But Mr. M. cannot recollect anv of hiR 
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cotemporarie^ now surviving, and grieves he can be of no 
further use.'* 

From another Correspondent, 

^ You are, I think, right in ascribing the letters of Junius to 
Mr. Charles Lloyd, private secretary to Mr. George GrenviUe, 
and afterwards in the same capacity to lord North. I have 
more than once conversed with a gentleman, who was in the 
same office vnth Lloyd, and knew him personally, and well. 
He had a great predilection for chemistry, from which science 
Junius has borrowed expressions which enrich his style. He 
veas a great oddity in his vrardrobe ; — ^fond of vealking in the 
streets unveiled, aqd generally with a pen behind his ear ; — his 
gait vras usually hurried and rapid ;.-he was evidently a young 
man, when he addressed his first letter to lord H. under the 
name of Lucius. Now, my dear Sir, apply these traits to a 
gentleman, who stepped into old Woodfall's office early in the 
day, uid chucked up to the person sitting at a lofty desk a MS. 
vrritten in large characters, which he had brought squeezed in his 
fist into the shape of a ball, and the pursuit after him down the 
Strand, — and his disappearance in the neighborhood of Charing 
Cross — ^whichhave either been stated to meorlhave read in some 
pamphlet of the day, — and the person which you have selected, 
will, I think, easily be recognised. He made no reply to Dr. 
Johnson's pamphlet on the Falkland Islands ; he vras at that 
time setting out for Aix-la-Chapelle ; — after his death no more 
letters appeared." 

The last writer one would hardly think serious. At any rate, 
the character he describes appears more like the mere bearer 
of despatches, than the writer of Junius. 

From the Literary Memoirs of J. Cradocky Esq. 

'* Lloyd, the secretary of G. GrenviUe, fif we recollect rightly,) 
has been frequently mentioned by Parr, Home Tooke, &c. as 
the Junius ; but we are assured that Juniu^s last letter to Wood- 
fall vras dated only two days befcH^ Lloyd's death, under cir- 
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Gunuitanees which make it impossible that he couM have been 
the conespoiident.". 

From the Literary Gazette, Jan. 12, 1828. 

'' I do not recollect to have heard that Home Tooke was a 
beUever in the authorship, of Charles Lloyd ; from Mr. Blake- 
way's two pamphlets it appears that he encouraged the notion 
that the letters were written by himself. There is a mention 
of Home Tooke's opinions in Mr. Roche's Inquiry ; but at the 
present time I have not access to the book." 

Lloyd, agreeably to the old adage, could ^ tell no tales," there- 
fore he was a safe person for Tooke to fix upon as Junius ; but 
in conversation on this subject he might have discovered signs 
of guilt, which may have led Mr. Blakeway to form the opinion 
he did. 

Extradof a LBtier frcm Gearge Coveniryf jD^.39, 1837. 

^ Though I have already stated my belief and conviction that 
Lloyd was, though not the author, a party concerned either as 
amanuensis, or bearer of intelligence to Junius, or as ' the con- 
veyancer of the letters,' yet I am not prepared to contend that 
he was the sole person employed in these three capacities, and 
therefore his temporary absence on the continent during the 
reign of Junius, if the fact were established beyond doubt, 
would not affect the truth or the probability of my supposition ; 
but his entire residence in France during the whole period, 
would, certainly, if it could be proved, be decisive on the sub- 
ject." 

**' The five following letters, addressed to me (Mr. Barker) by 
a most eloquent, sagacious, and intelligent friend, will, I doubt 
not, be read with the liveliest interest." • 

These; letters were from a Dr. R. Fellowes, of which the fol- 
lowing are extracts : 

" Feb. 1, 1887. 

. My dear Sir, — ***** « i have often heard Dr. Pan- 
speak vrith great conlBdence of Charles Lloy4 as the author of 
the letters. Temerity was not usually a characteristic of the 
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Doctoi^g judgment in such matters ; but in adjudicating' the let- 
ters to Lloyd, he never appeared to me to have examined the 
subject with his usifid caution, or to have estimated its proba- 
bilities or different sides with his accustomed impartiality and 
discrimination. 1 never heard him adduce a more satisfactory 
reason for his opinion, that Charles Lloyd was the author of the 
letters, than the change which he remarked in the countenance 
of his brother, the dean of Norwich, when the doctor distincdy 
avowed his belief, that that brother had the ment of these con- 
tested compositions. There was a sudden transition in the 
dean's countenance, from that of much complacency in the 
supposition, to that of what the doctor supposed, very sensitiye 
alarm.about the consequences." 

*'Maich7, 1887. 

My dear Sir, — ^I think you do quite right to clear the ground 
from the pretensions of other candidates for the authorship of 
Junius's lettersybefore you endeavor to establish those of Charles 
Lloyd. 1 think that you have completely and satis&ctorily de- 
molished the claims of Sir Philip Francis. I saw Sir Philip 
Francis's library not long after his death. I looked very 
anxiously for a copy of Junius's letters, and at last found one 
of ihe most recent editions of that woik with a few annotations 
in pencil, but of a very common-place kind, and not very likely 
to have been written by the auto-Junius. Whatever may be 
the verity of Charles Lloyd's preUlnsions,you will not find many 
willing to allow them, unless you can produce specimens of 
equal ability in thought and diction in some of his undoubted 
compositions." 

*< May 6, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have been indisposed myself, and have had a 
great deal of sickness in my family, since I had the pleasure of 
receiving your favour of {he 25th of March. I think you will 
find your hypothesis that Lloyd was Junius, encumbered with 
many embarrassing considerations, if not some insurmountable 
obstacles. Almon mi^t be a very incompetent judge of Lloyd's 
Uterary abilities ; but, as he knew him perscMially, and was ac- 
quainted with several of his friends and companions, he could 
not well err in the account, which he has given of the state of 
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hiM iieahh. Now, if we may credit Almon, Lloyd's health was 
in a declining state at the first appearance of the letters wider 
the signature of Junius. But did not the letters of Junius, dur- 
ing the considerable interval, in which they followed each other 
in rapid successicm, require the constant exercise of a degree 
•f intellectual vigor and activity, which is seldom found in con- 
juncti<»i with a decay of the corporeal functions, and a depres- 
sion of the vital powers? Thou^ Junius wrote under a 
' c<Hicealed name, yet he must have felt in perpetual peril of 
detection. And no timid man would readily have exposed 
himself to so much scrutinizing malignity, or have endangered 
his personal security by provoking such bitter bate, and incur- 
ring such implacable hostility. If Uoyd was Junius, Junius 
was indeed la prodigy ; for he was not only brave and enter- 
priong, but laborious and indefatigable under the languors of dis- 
ease, and the approach of death. 

If the Grenvilles are really in possession of the secret, they 
had very strong reasons for not divulging it during the last 
reign ; or at least as long as the king possessed his consciousness, 
and retained his recollection. But these reasons no longer* 
enst. Wbat was once a question of internecine combat, is 
now one of pure curiosity. 

George Grenville himself could not have been the author of 
the letters. The sentiment and the diction were above his 
reach. He had little illumination of mind, and no command 
of style. But he had one or two very able men about him 
besides Lloyd. He mi^t have furnished the writer with some 
of his materials, or have infused a portion of his ovm rancor 
against adversaries and rivals, — against the king on the throne, 
and the duke of Grafton in the cabinet." 

"July 9, 1827. 

Dear Sir, — ^I have delayed longer than I ought, and much 
longer than I intended^ to notice tiie books which you were so 
obliging as to send, and to answer your two favours of the 25th 
of May and the 16th of June. But during my stay in the 
country, I have been a good deal occupied with other matters, 
and besides, the consideration of my health induces me to 
spend as much time as I can in the open air. 

13 
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I have glanced over all the pamphlets, and have read the two 
that were written by Lloyd. They appear to me to furnish 
very cogent proof that he was not the author of the letters 
under the name of Junius. 

In Lloyd's Anatomy of a late Negociationy printed in ITGSy 
there are no indications of a superior mind, either in the thoughts 
or diction. It is the mere common-place of an ordinaiy 
intellect. The pamphlet entitled An Examination^ &c., which 
was written three years after the former, does not exhibit any 
proofs of a mind in progress, gradually enlai^ng its powers, 
multiplying its stock of ideas, — ^invigorating its sentiments, and 
improving its style. If Lloyd had been a young man at the 
time these two pamphlets were written, the perusal could never 
have induced a critic to presage that he would ever attain to 
any of that force and brilliancy of style, that is so visible in the 
compositions of Junius. The pamphlets are flat and jejune 
sterile in sentiment, and feeble in diction. I cannot discern the 
workings of a strong, or the richness of a foil mind. There 
is no luxuriance, that might be pruned into beauty, — no expan* 
sion, that might be compressed into force. 

You must, moreover, reflect that at the period, when those 
pamphlets were written, Lloyd was no longer a young man, 
and he was, besides, ' in an infirm state of health,' as he himself 
tells us, p. 5, and which according to the testimony of Almon, 
continued till his death. 

There does not, therefore, appear to me a particle of proof 
or even the most minute probaJbility, in favor of the claim of 
Lloyd to the authorship of the letters under the signature of 
Junius. 

I had once hoped that a better case might be made out for 
T. Whately, another of George Grenville's Uterary auxiliaries. 
Whately was a man of superior abilities, was a better scho- 
lar, a more elegant as well as energetic writer, a more profound 
politician, in the most comprehensive sense of the word, than 
Lloyd. But Whately died in June 1772." 

^ " Aug. 16, 1827. 

My dear Sir, — I return the four volumes of tracts you so 
obligingly sent for my perusal." I am now more than ever per- 
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plexed about the authorship of Junius. I cannot even hazard 
a guess upon the subject I am indeed perplexed in what seems 
an inextricable labyrinth. I am convinced that neither Lloyd 
nor Whately were the authors of these far-fisuned compositions. 
If the letters were concocted in the cabinet of the GrenviQes, 
they mi^t have been, in a greater or less degree, auxiliaries ; 
but two or three subordinate understandings cannot make one 
master-mind. In intellectual operations, numbers do not con- 
stitute strength. There may be numerous forces in the field ; 
but it is one presiding mind that marshals the host, and gains 
thevictoiy. Junius might have subalterns to assist; but he wad 
alone and unrivalled in the execution. He is, however, still 
like the man in the Iron McLsk^ a problem that has employed the 
wits of more than half a century in the solution. If Lloyd 
alone, or Lloyd and Whately were in any degree accessories 
to the work, it must be remembered that they both died too 
early to make it prudent or safe for them to disclose what they 
knew. If the Grenvilles were in the secret, they had very mo- 
mentous reasons to prevent them from divulging it during the 
last reign. Even at present they may feel a repugnance in 
having it knovni, diat they, in the person of their ancestor, if I 
may so speak, were accomplices in laying bare to the vulgar 
scorn the hypocritical interior of sceptered Majesty, and in 
teaching the multitude to think and to speak contemptuously of 
kings.'^ 
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CIUPTER VU. 

SKETm OF THE LiFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE, 
' FROM rm TO 1785. 



(}f the Birth and Family of Mr, Home — His Education and 
early Vievos — He obtains the lAving of Brentford — First 
Journey to France. 

John Hornb, better known of late years by the i^pellation 
of John Horne Tookb, was the son of a poulterer in New 
MariLet He was bom in Westminster, on the 25th of June, 
1736. 

Mr. Home, the father, whose name also was John, had a 
lai^ family. Benjamin, the eldest son, settled at Brentford, in 
the county of Middlesex, where he acquired considerable 
wealth and emin^ice as a mariLet-gardener, in what is techni- 
cally temied the fruit ttne. It was he who first introduced the 
pine-strawberry, finom Saratoga, in North America, through the 
kind intervention of the earl of Shelbume, afterwards created 
marquis of Lansdowne. That nobleman, being greatly addicted 
to horticulture before he entered on the career of politics, and 
finding him an ingenious man, delighted in his conversation, and 
slept fi^uently at his house. 

Mary, the eldest daughter, married a wine-merchant in Ar- 
gyle-street, familiarly known among his acquaintance by the 
appellation of ^ honest Tom Wildman ;" he is frequently noticed 
m Mr. Wilkes's letters. 

Sarah, who is still alive, married the late Dr. Demainbray, 
who formerly occupied an honorable and confidential situation 
about the person of the present king ; assisted in his majesty's 
education, and was always treated with particular attention* 
He enjoyed a place in the custom-house, of 1,500/. per annum ; 
and his son, the Rev. Stephen Demainbray, has for many years 
superintended the Royal Observatory at Kew. 
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Notwithstanding the elder Mr. Home reared and educated a 
family of seven childrei^ he found means to acquire a consi- 
derable fortune, at the same time that he obtained a fair and 
honorable character for himself. 

The following anecdote ou^t not to be omitt^ in this place, 
as it is not refining too much, perhaps, to surest, that the 
spirited conduct of the father, in this particular mstance, might 
luEive made an early and lasting impression on iKe mind of the 
son. 

As Mr. Home lived in Newport-street, he was of coarse a 
near neighbor to his royal highness Frederick prince of Wales, 
iather to his present majesty, who then kept his court at Leices- 
ter house. Some of the officers of the household imagining 
that an outlet towards the market would be extremely conve- 
nient to them, as weU as the inferior domestics, orders were 
immediately issued for that purpose. Accordingly, an adjoin- 
ing wall was cut through, and a door placed in the opening, 
without any ceremony whatsoever, notwithstanding it was a pal- 
pable encroachment on, and violation of, the property of a private 
individual. In the midst of this operation Mr. Home appeared, 
and calmly remonstrated against so glaring an act of injustice, 
as the brick partition actually appertained to him, and the intend- 
ed thoroughfare would lead through, and consequently depre- 
ciate the value of his premises. 

It soon appeared, however, that the representations of a 
dealer in geese and turkies, although backed by law and reason, 
had but little eflfect on those, who acted in the name, and under 
the authority of a prince. 

On this, he appealed from *^the insolence of office" to the 
justice of his country, and triumphed over the heir-apparent of 
the English crown, and orders were soon after issued for the 
removal of the obnoxious door. 

On this, the plaintiff, who had been only anxious to vindicate 
his own insulted rights, immediately addressed a most respectfid 
letter to the defendant in the. late action, in which, after briefly 
recapitulating the facts, he stated that he had been actually 
forced into the suit by the improper conduct of his royal high- 
nesses servants, and tfiat, having now taught them to respect 
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pmate property, he was only solicitous, that no inconvenience 
might arise to the son of his sovereign ; and therefore granted 
his leave for re-opening the disputed passage. 

The prince was so much pleased with Mr. Home's conduct 
on this occasion, that a warrant was immediately issued, empo w* 
ering him to 4nipply his royal highness vnth poultry, and he 
according acted for many years as purveyor to the household. 
It is extremely painful to add, that this did not prove a profita- 
ble adventure ; for, by the sudden demise of the heir-apparent, 
and the disorder of his finances in consequence of that melan- 
choly event, a considerable arrear of debt accrued, which, at 
this day amounts, including the interest, to several thousand 
pounds. 

Meanwhile John, the youngest and darling son, became the 
chief object of attention in the fiunily. It appears from a pa- 
per originally vmritten by himself, and now in my possession, 
that in 1743, being then in the seventh year of his age, he was 
sent to an academy in Soho-square. 

In 1744 he was removed to Westminster school, but remained 
too short a time there to distinguish himself ; for after the lapse 
of two years he repaired to Eton. 

It was about this time that he lost the sight of his right eye,a 
defect which, although visible for some years after, yet became 
wholly imperceptible after he had attained the age of manhood. 
This accident occurred during a stru^le with some unlucky 
boy, who happened to have a knife in his hand, the point of 
which unhappily entered and lacerated that fine and delicate 
oigan. 

It was either during his convalescence, or in the interval of 
a vacation, that a little adventure, communicated to me by his 
nephew, occurred, which appeared to evince that the future 
Grammarian was developed at an early epoch. Having been 
sent, when no more than ten years of age, for a few weeks to 
school, at a village in Kent, the boy was so much displeased at 
his reception, entertainment, or pursuits, that he determined to 
return home as soon as possible, notwithstanding the dis- 
tance was at least twenty-five miles. To prevent suspicion, 
he left the house without his hat, and took the road leading to 

14 
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the capital. On finding himself closely pursued by the peda« 
gogue, and all his scholars, the truant took refuge in a summer* 
house belonging to some gentleman in the neighborhood, and, 
notwithstanding an early and unconquerable averaion to spi- 
ders, such was his resolution eren at this period of his hfe, thai 
he actually clambered up the chimney, where he concealed him- 
self for some time, notwithstanding the strictest search on the 
part of the master; for his companions, who knew where he 
lurked, were determined, from a point of honour, not to disco- 
ver him. 

Having thus bafHed his pursuer, the young adventurer once 
more reached the highway, and, without either covering to his 
head, or money in his pocket, made directly for London, amidst 
a severe shower of rain. 

Towards the evening, while crosang a common, he was over- 
taken by a peasant, who, compassionating his forlorn situation, 
immediately carried him home, and gave him shelter in Us cot- 
tage ; while his wife, perceiving his clothes drenched with wet, 
lent him a clean shirt belonging to one of her children, and 
placed his own to dry by the fire. 

After receiving some homely but wholesome fare, he was 
put to bed ; early next morning, this kind-hearted female pre- 
pared a breakfast for him ; and a neighboring gardener was 
easily prevailed upon by the joint entreaties of this worthy pair, 
tocarryhimon thetopof his waggon to town. While stof^nng 
16 refresh the horses at a little hedge-alehouse, he heard some 
passengers describing ^ a little wicked boy, with a cast of his 
eye, who had run away during the preceding day Gtom the 
boarding-school of the worthy Mr. ****." No sooner did this 
very accurate description of himself reach his ear, than he im- 
mediately slunk into his straw, and never once held up his head* 
until he found himself in Covent Grarden market ! 

Perceiving he was so near home, he immediately rqwured 
tJiither, and presented himself before his astonished parents, 
who had been given to understand, but a few days before, that 
he was making the most rapid improvement in his educatioD ; 
and of coune fancied that he was both content and comforta- 
ble. On being sternly interrogated by his offended father, as 
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to the cause of his elopement, he archly observed, " that his 
master was utterly unfit to instruct him ; for although he might 
perhaps know what a noun or a verb was, yet he understood 
nothing about a preposition or conjunction ; and so, finding him 
an ignorant fellow, he had contrived to leave him T 

It may not be unideasant for the reader here to learn, that^ a 
few years after, when this runaway had become a man, he 
unexpectedly received a visit from the poor woman who had 
administered to his comforts in his way to town, and, finding 
her situation far from being comfortable, he presented her with 
a sum of money, to relieve her immediate necessities, i»x>mising 
at the same time to make a more permanent provision. It vnll 
be seen, in the sequel, that he faithfully fulfilled this pledge, and 
that too at a period when his mind was distracted with care, 
and his finances not in the most flourishing condition. 

While at Westminster and Et<m, he was of course accus* 
tcmied to associate occaskmally with the sons of people of dis* 
tinction ; and being aware of the ridicule too generally attached to 
a humble origin, be found means to spare himself from all mor- 
tifications of this kind, by calting in either his wit or invention 
to his aid. Once, while a few idle boys, vdio had fonned them- 
selves into a circle, were interrogating each other about the 
rank and condition of their respective parents ; one said he was 
the son of Sir Robert A — ; the next, that his father was the 
earl of B — ; and the tlurd, that his grandmother was the 
duchess of C — ; when it came to yoang Home's turn, he ob- 
served, ''that he could not boast of any titles in his family ;'* 
and on being more closely pressed, added with a well-afiected 
reluctance, ^ that his father was an eminent Turkey merchant T 
This reply was both conclusive and satisfactory, for, at the 
period alluded to, England enjoyed a large share of the Levant 
trade, and a Turiiey merchant was but another name for credit 
and opulence. 

And here let me add the unequivocal testimony of a contem- 
ponry to his eariy promise. On interrogating an old lady, 
with a view of discovering if any thing remarkable had occurred 
during his childhood, I happened to ask, '' whether she remem- 
bered Mr. Home Tooke while a bov V 
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<<No P' was the reply, *^he never was aboy ; with him there 
was no interval between childhood anil age ; he became a man 
all at once upon us r 

Some little difficulties occur about this period, and materials 
are wanting to fill up the chasm of two or three years. In the 
brief manuscript memoir of his own life, alluded to before, 
under the date of 1753, is to be found, " Seven Oakes, Kent, 

a private tutor;" and in 1754 we discover the following 

entry, immediately subsequent, ^Ravenstone, Northampton- 
shire, do." which seems to imply, not only that great and 

unusual care was taken with his education, but that no expense 
was spared in rendering him duly qualified for any profession 
whatsoever. 

At the age of nineteen, it vras determined to send him to 
one of the universities, and accordingly, in 1755, he was entered 
of St John's college, Cambridge. It would appear that he 
now s^plied sedulously to business, for he commenced bachelor 
of arts three years after, and one of those who obtained the 
honors of the day ; his name being included among the Tri- 
poses of the year 1758. 

At length, Mr. John Home, who had hitherto been studying 
under the inspection of others, became a teacher himself; 
although it is difficult to conceive by what sudden caprice of 
fortune, a cantabf who had been placed under two private 
tutors in succession, and had distinguished himself among the 
worthies of his college, should all of a sudden have become an 
usher at a boarding-school. Certain it is, however, that he 
acted for some time in this humble capacity at Blackheath, first 
with a Mr. Jennings, and afterwards, on his retreat, vrith his 
son-in-law, Mr. Williams. 

Yet, on the other hand, finom eariy life, he appears to have 
been very fond of instructing others, and to have paid particu- 
lar attention to children, whom he always viewed with a species 
of paternal regard. In respect to his management of these, 
he either was gifted by nature, or had obtained from practice, 
a certain degree of authority not easily to be conceived. His 
influence in this respect has come to my knowledge on more 
than one occasion, and I have lately seen a gentleman who 
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assured me, that when a boy, he never stood so much in awe of 
any person in the world as the subject of these memoirs. He 
added, there was something inexpressibly significant in his voicei 
manner and gestures, that rendered it impossible to C4>proach 
him with the same ease as an ordinary mortal ! 

At the earnest request of his father, who was a zealous 
member of the church of England, he now entered into holy 
orders, and was accordingly ordained a deacon ; but it was not 
until a subsequent period that he qualified himself for holding 
preferment, by passing throu^ the usual ceremonies incident 
to the priesthood. 

The law had ever been the favorite profession of the subject 
of these memoirs and that on which he occasionally descanted 
with complacency, and even with rapture, until the latest hour 
of his existence. He eariy perceived that the career of the bar 
included the senate, the bench, the woolsack, and all the patri- 
cian honours. Even during the feudal times, when birth seemed 
indispensably necessary for the attainment of most other civil 
distinctions, it was never deemed a disqualification in respect 
to this, which was then usually connected with the clerical 
functions. 

A good education, a liberal share of the gifts of nature, a 
cmisciousness of his ovm powers, superadded to a bold and 
daring character, seemed at once to urge and to qualify Mr. 
Home for the profession of an advocate. In Edition to all this* 
he doubtless recollected that a degree at Cambridge would 
facilitate his claims and his labours. He had accordin^y entered 
himself a member of the society of the Inner Temple, in 1756, 
four years before he was admitted into ftdl orders ; little dream- 
ing that, in consequence of the latter event, a precedent should 
be hereafter made, in his case, for the express purpose of his 
exclusion ; and that this too should be founded on the identical 
reason, that, in all former times, had rendered those of his cloth 
peculiarly eligible. 

Our young lawyer, for so he may be now termed, partook of 
commons regularly, during term time ; or, in other words, sat 
down to his beef or mutton daily, in the hall of his inn of court, 
with a view of enabling him, in his own phrase, ' to eat his way 
to the bar.' 
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It would appear, however, that the partiality of Mr. Home 
for the bar was not destined to be gratified. His family, who 
had never sanctioned this attachment, deemed the church far 
more eligible as a profession, and he was at length obliged to 
yield, notwithstanding his reluctance, to the admonitions, the 
entreaties, and the persuasions of his parents. 

Accordingly, in 1760, Mr. Home was admitted a priest of 
the church of England, by Dr. John Thomas, bishop of Sarum ; 
and in the course of the same year he obtained the living of 
Brentford, in the county of Middlesex, which was purchased 
for him by his father, and is said to have produced the sum of 
between two and three hundred pounds per annum. This 
income was eiyoyed by the subject of this memoir during the 
term of eleven years, and in the course of that period he not 
only did duty at Brentford, but also preached in many of the 
churches of the metropolis. 

In 1763, it appears, that Mr. Home had been prevailed upon 
to become a travelling tutor to one of the sons of the eccentric 
Mr. Elwes, afterwards knight of the shire for the county of 
Berks. 

Young Elwes being now entmsted to his chaige, they 
repaired to France togedier, where they appear to have 
remained considerably more than a year, contemplating what- 
ever vras worthy of notice in that kingdom. This journey 
occurred immediately after the conclusion of the peace of Paris. 

Towards the end of the year 1764 the tutor, returned with 
his pupil to England ; and had he been heartily attached to his 
profession, there can be but little doubt that he might have 
enjoyed a fair share of its advantages. While a boy, he had 
been introduced at Leicester House, by means of Dr. de Main- 
bray, and was accustomed to play with his present majesty, who 
was exactly two years younger than himself, once or twice a 
week. He enjoyed the friendship of Mr. Elwes, who possessed 
considerable influence; and he was also patronised by Mr. 
Levintz, the receiver-genend of the customs. By the kind 
intervention of the latter, apparently exerted through the channel 
of a nobleman in high favor at court j he was promised to be 
appointed one of the king's chaplains : and had a pitMpect of 
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such Other preferment as was sufficient to satisfy his wishas. 
In fine, a man so gifted and so favored might have aspired to 
all the honors of his profession ; he might have enjoyed wealth 
and respect, and that learned ease so dear to a man of letters. 

But we shall soon discover that these flattering and seductive 
prospects did not prove sufficient to counteract certain impres- 
sions, which had been indeUbly engraved on a mind, at once 
bold and original ; avaricious of fame, and disdainfiil alike of 
riches and preferment, when these appeared to be in opposition 
to his principles. 

During his residence at Brentford, however, he seems to 
have labored to prove usefiil to his parishioners and all around 
him. His sermons were plain, perspicuous, and practical dis- 
courses, tending to remind his audience of their duties to God, 
their neighbours, and themselves. While he explained the 
tenets of Christianity, and insisted on their decisive superiority 
over those of all other religions, he is said to have carefully 
abstained from controversial points. 

No one, however, was ever more ready or more eager in 
private to oppugn and refiite the doctrines of the catholic 
diurch. These he eagerly opposed, both then and throughout 
the whole of a long and active life, from a variety of causes. 
First, he deemedmany of its observances superstitious ; secondly, 
he abhorred the idea of a connexion virith, and reUance on, a 
foreign jurisdiction, as this seemed to trench on the independence 
of his native country ; and thirdly, in consequence of auricular 
confession, and the powers assumed as weU as exercised by the 
priesthood of that persuasion, he considered this system as 
highly unfriendly to human fireedom. 

Mr. Home had no sooner obtained his living, than he deter- 
mined to administer every possible comfort tc the poor of the 
populous neighbourhood, by which he was surrounded. He 
was regular in his attention to the sick, a circumstance accom- 
panied with a double portion of consolation. Not content with 
praying with those that desired it, he actually studied the healing 
art, for the express purpose of reUeving the complaints of such 
as were unable to pay for the assistance of an apothecary. To 
attain this end, he carefiilly studied the works of Boerhaave, and 
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the best practiciU physicians of that day ; and having learned to 
compound a few medicines, he formed a little dispensary at 
the parsonage-house, whence he supplied the wants of his 
numerous and grateful patients.* He was accustomed at times, 
to plume himself on the cures he had performed, and often 
observed, 'that, although physic was said to be a proble- 
matical art, he believed that his medical, were far more effica- 
cious than his spiritual labors.' 

On the other hand, he mixed with genteel society, enjoyed 
all its pleasures and advantages, and indeed always entertained 
a high relish for company and conversation. As he was fond 
of associating with the fair sex, he endeavored to render himself 
agreeable, by complying with the fashion of the times ; and it 
is not to be denied, that he was, at one period, accused of bei^g 
too fond of cards, and of spending too much of his time at 
ombre, quadrille, and whist. But it does not appear thai he 
was thereby induced to neglect any of his duties ; and although 
he was sometimes attempted to be stigmatised with the appella- 
tion of 'the cardinal priest,^ yet he has never been accused of 
indulging in games of chance, or playing for any sum that might 
impair his fortune, or engender the remotest suspicion of 
avarice. 

As he advanced in years, pursuits of a far different kind 
engrossed his attention. He had ceased indeed to be a lawyer, 
but he had become a politician. His vicinity to town enabled 
him to be speedily acquainted with all the events of the times, 
and there is something in the very atmosphere of a great metro- 
polis, that communicated its influence to a wide circle around it 

Mr. Home appears, in early life, to have imbibed high and 
exalted notions of public Uberty ; and these, operating on a 



* As Mr. Horne was a well read lawyer, and actually gave advice to'his fiiends 
on that sabject also, it would seem that the character given by Pope to a Mr. 
Kyile, would equally apply to Home. 

*' Is any sick 7 the Man of Ross relieves, 

Prescribes, attends, the med'cine makes, and gives. 

Is there a variance ? enter but his door, 

Balk'd are the Courts, and contest is no more.**— 4fn, Edit, 
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flangoine temperament, produced a degree of zeaK which, before 
it waB corrected by experience, must at times have approxi- 
mated to political fanaticism. It would be truly curious to 
trace the origin of those ideas, and thus, connectipg cause with 
eflfect, make a liberal estimate of the result ; but, in the absence 
of facts, it is only permitted to guess at firist causes, by a recur- 
rence to contemporary history, 

When he was a boy, the inunediate efiects of the revolution 
had not yet ceased to operate : while the new dynasty intro- 
duced by it, was still alarmed by the claims of a pretender to 
the throne. All parties ultimately appealed to the nation, and 
they who hailed the name of "William III. as the * great deliv- 
erer,' or supported the legitimate claims of the house of Brans- 
wick to the crown, alike founded their pretensions on popular 
rights. It was thus decidedly the interest even of the court, 
to countenance those principles, whence it derived its strength 
and stability : and an unhappy breach, which at this period took 
place in the royal family, was at least accompanied with this 
advantage, that it contributed not a little to produce a competi- 
tion for public favor and approbation. 

Pitt and Lyttleton, fostered by the patronage of Frederick, 
prince of Wales, now thundered in the senate in behalf of free- 
dom; and exhibited specimens of eloquence worthy of the 
classical ages. Bolingbroke, too, under the same auspices, in 
his animated attacks on the administration of a great but odious 
statesman,* exhibited the first fine models of political contro- 
versy, which were afterwards copied and improved by Burke, 
and imitated, but not excelled, by Junius. The Bangorian con- 
troversy, too, during which a celebrated prelatef denied the 
pretensions of his own order to temporal jurisdiction, had 
enli^tened the minds and sharpened the wits of the nation : in 
short, liberal ipvestigation, as connected with the pretensions of 
the reigning sovereign, had become the genius of the age, and 
could not fail to have influenced both the mind and the conduct 
of the subject of this memoir. 



♦ Sir Bobeit Walpole, afterwards created carl of Orford. 
f Dr. Hoadly, bishop of Winchester. 
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A vHiiety of coDGurriDg caiiies oiigbt alao be adduced, and a 
radtilode of fluppositioBs suggested ; but Uiere are no binito to 
Gimiecture, and peiiiaps it might be carrying the flpiiit of 
q)eculation Up far, to suppose that young Home had been 
inoculated by approximation to royahy, and first cau^ the 
holy flame of fireedom, at Leicester House ; the altars of which 
then smoked continually with popular incense, ^diile strains 
were there chanted to liberty, by the best poets of the ap^e. 
worthy of the days of Harmodius and Aristogiton. 



CHAPTER Vm. 

FROM 1765 TO 1767. 

t 

The subject of this Memoir determines to take an active Part in 
the Disputes of that day. — Bevisits France ; where he meets 
with Mr. Wilkes. — Copy of a singular letter transmitted f rem 
MontpeBier. — He repairs to Italy, 

Such was the situation of public affairf, and so feverish and 
irritable the minds of the nation, when the subject of these 
memoirs first appeared on the scene. It has become the prudent 
practice of domestic life, during these latter times, to contem- 
plate the disputes of opposing parties, merely with a view to 
individual interest ; and either remain indifferent spectators, or 
to declare for the victors, who are alone able to reward their 
adherents. But it appears to have been otherwise, half a 
century ago ; and Mr. Home, whose mind was formed on the 
ancient models, alike despised a neutrality, which he deemed 
criminal, and an acquiescence, which would have been con- 
sidered by him as degrading. Accordingly, although the star 
of the house of Bute was now in the ascemlant, yet being con- 
sidered by him as a malignant planet, that portended no good 
to his native country, with all the generous impetuosity of youth, 
he instantly decided against his own immediate interest. Warmly 
attached to the constitution, both from education and reflection, 
he burned with impatience to support its tottering fabric. 
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fldd^ aideott eatfaiisiastic he Mvpeoted diat a regular plot waa 
actually formed for its destnictioD^aiid already anticijMtted the 
time, when, like Demnark abo«it a century before^* and Sweden 
at a sidraequent period,t the liberties of Great Britain were to 
be laid prostrate at the feet of a young, artful, and ambitious 
monarch ! 

This suspicion, however strange and unaccountable it may 
appear to some, he cheriBhed until the day of his death, and this 
oug^ to be considered, as one of the secret, but poweHul 
springs, by whidi all the actions of his Aiture life were actuated. 
Let it be recollected, however, that he had beep brought up in 
the principles so waitnly advocated by the whigs, at the time of 
the revolution, and which still continued to operate towards the 
middle of the last century. Those ideas, too, were fortified by 
an acquaintance with the history of the ancient commonwealths, 
and seconded by an ardent temperament, vdiich pointed out 
the present as a favorable opportunity to acquire renown and 
distinction. 

It ought also to be added, that he gloried in the name of 
EngliAnumj and justly considered the constitution of his native 
country as surpassing, in pmnt of real efficacy and practical 
excellence, not only all ccMitemporary, but all antecedent govern- 
ments, whether republican or monarchicaL His judgment lately 
refreshed^ as well as invigorated by foreign travel, had enabled 
him to make a comparative estimate between what he had seen 
at home and abroad ; and it was with pride he beheld the 
balance in favor of human lu^piness, to be on the side of the 
land which had given him birth. 

It will, therefore, appear less surprising, perhaps, that a man, 
who considered every infringement of the British constitution 
as a sacrilege, should, on such an occasion, be ready to dash the 
untested cup of preferment from his lips, and begin his career, 
by offering up the greatest of all sacrifices, at the altar of public 
freedom. From this moment, therefore, he devoted himself to 
what he considered the public cause ; and, laying aside all 



* In 1661, daring the reign of Frederick III. 
1 August 19, 1773, by GiiBtaVas III. 



116 SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 

thoughts of ecclesiastical preferment, he seemed to have detrar*' 
mined early in life, either to vindicate the liberties of his country 
or suffer as a mart}^* in their defence. 

It was in vain that his brother-in-law* remonstrated against 
his imprudent conduct, and that all his friends whispered in his 
ear, that he was about to put an-etemal bar to his future pie- 
ferment. The image of Mr. Pitt seemed to have haunted his 
dreams ; the wrongs <^ Mr. Wilkes to have broken his slundbera; 
the fame acquired by both, to have either awakened, or at least 
given a new direction to his youthful ambition. In short, he 
resembled Themistocles, when he declared, *^ that the trofdiies 
of Miltiades would not allow him to sleep." 

list^iing to nothing but the voice of pajbiotism, he now took 
the field against corruption, and boldly assailed aU those whom 
he. considered as enemies to his country. Of his first literary 
efforts, it is diflicult, at this period, to give any account A song 
to celebrate the Uberation of Wilkes from the Tower, has been 
preserved in the memory of a surviving friend ; but it appears 
evident, from a variety of circumstances, that his labors were 
chiefly directed against the favorite.f Squibs, puns, paragraphs, 
letters, and essays, were all employed in their turn, on this 
occasion. By degrees, he extended his plan, and on finding 
that the chief justice of the King^s Bench;]; had pronounced 
some severe and unpopular sentences against those who 
espoused the same cause with himself, he attacked him with an 
unexampled degree of severity : in respect to this nobleman, 
indeed, he appears, like Hannibal with the Romans, to have 
sworn an eternal enmity.§ The cabinet, too, was by turns 
assailed, with all the united efforts of sarcasm, ridicule, and 
aigument ; and his own, in conjunction with a thousand pens 



* Dr. Domainbray. f Lord Bute. | Lord Mansfield. 

§ Jiuiiiu, in letteri No. 68, addressed to lord Camden, says, " Considering the 
situation and abilities of lord Mansfield, I do not scruple to afiirm, with the most 
•olemn appeal to God, for my sinceTity, that in my .judgment, he is the rery woist 
and most dangerous man in the kingdom. Thus far I have done my duty in 
endoavoring to bring him to punishment. But mine is an inferior ministerial 
office in the temple of justice : I have bound the victim, and draped him to the 
altv."— ^1. Edit. 
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♦ V 

brandiahed on this occasion, in one common cause, soon rendered 
that ooe of the most unpopular adRiinistrations which England 
had witnessed for a century. 

But his diief effort, consisted of an anonymous pamphlet, 
which appears to have been so replete with zeal, (hat for a long 
while no one could be found who was daring enou^ to usher 
it into the world. At length, however, a bold putiither was 
discoyered, and the woi^ in question printed, and prepared for 
circulation, on the express condition, that the authoi's name 
should remain a secret until a prosecution was threatened. 

This puMication, which has now become extremely scarce, 
was chiefly directed against the earls of Bute and Mansfield ; 
and is entitled : 

^'The Petition of an Englishman ; with which are given a 
copperplate of the Croix de St Pillory, and a true and accu- 
rate plan of some part of Kew Crardens.'* The following 
motto is prefixed : ^ Honor is worth ambition in a Pillory f 
and Dryden's apology for this species of composition is quoted 
by way of preface : there are two reasons, (observes that great 
poet,) for which we may be permitted to vmte lampo(»is. The 
first is, when we have been notoriously abused^ and can make 
ourselves no other reparation. 

"^ The second reason which may justify an author, when he 
writes against a particular person, is, when that person is become 
a pMic nuisance. 'Tis an action of virtue to make examples of 
bed men. They may, and ought to be upbraided with their 
crimes and follies, both for their own amendment, if they are 
not incorrigible, and for th^ terror of others, to hinder them 
firom falling into those enormities, which they see are severely 
punished in the persons of others. The first reason is only an 
excuse for revenge ; but this second is absolutely of an author's 
oflice to perform." 

In the tract, which is addressed ^ to the right honorable, truly 
noble, and truly Scottish lords, Mortimer and Jeffiries," there 
are many offensive passages. These exhibit a complete speci- 
men of that personal and national satire so common during the 
early period of the present reign ; and which, in consequence 
of the lapse of half a century, and the change that has taken 
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place in our manners, would now be conad^^ as higfaly inde- 
corous. It may be permitted, however, to observe, that the 
two noblemen mentioned above, (Bute and Mansfield,) are toU 
that they have created a new institution in this kingdom, called 

" the order of merit or of the pillory. The boon I b^ of 

you, (continues the author,) is to be admitted a knight com- 
panion of this honorable order; and that you would, in conse* 
quence of this my request, speedily issue forth a Particular 
Warranty for me to be invested with this noble Croix de St 
PiUory. Some such institution as the above-mentioned has 
long been wanting in this kingdom. Give me leave to assure 
your k>rddiips, it is with no small mortification, that my coun- 
trymen appear in foreign courts and nations, where they find 
themselves surrounded by many acknowledged men of merit — 
the chevaliers of different orders — themselves undignified with 
any tide, but that of Englishman: their noble boscMns deco- 
rated with no jewel, but — ^precious liberty ! 

^ And since, by you, the English name is now melted down 
to BriUm ; and Liberty, wrested from our hands, is, with great 
propriety, trusted to the keeping of Scotch justices and comt 
borou^s : — ^leave us not naked of every honorable distinction. 
Give us this badge in lieu of what you have taken from us: 
that we may aflford a striking proof to some future Montes- 
quieu, how true it is, that the spirit of liberty may survive the 
constitution ; and that, though it is possible for an infamous 

Toynlfatxmritey by corruption of and with the assistance of 

an iniquitous prerogative judge, to harass and drive insidted 
Liberty from our arms, yet still she finds a refiige, firom wluch 
she can never be expelled — a freeman's breast" 

From this new order, the author digresses to a popular sub- 
ject, and exclaims : '^ No I Wilkes, thou art not alone— we are 
all atf^lawed. Sentence is passed on all. The only diflference 
is, that they hsve formally driven thee from tiie protection of 
the laws, and they have mrtuatty taken the protection of the 
laws from us." 

*' The afSur of imprisonment, (it is added,) he leaves entirely 
to your wisdom and discretion : though indeed he rather cmi- 
Biders that as a thing of course. For your lordship^, no doubt. 
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have aomewhere read, thai truth fif it is a virtue) ie a virtue like 
the plague — having too often the same quality of making ua 
generally diunned and avmded. 

^ Wiady, therefore, do your lordships, to prevent spreading 
the infection, send it to perform quarantine in the King's Bench. 
MuiUathn too, he has forborne to mention, though entirely of 
your sentiments — ^that from the natural body, as well as from 
the body politic, should be bpped, without mercy, the members 
that oflfend. 

** Squeeze out, therefore, the eyes that presume to pry into 
your mysteries and intrigues of staie or Itut. 

^ Slit the nose that dares to smell a rat 

** Wring off the ears and root out the tongues that listen to, 
or whisper the words — liberty and laws* 



* Juuiu, in the Fnfrce to hit lettera, says, "If any honest man ahould still 
be inclined toleaye the oonstraction of libeU to the court, I would entreat him to 
consider what a dreadful complication of hardships he imposes upon his fellow- 
BubjectsL In tiie first place, the prosecution commences by information of an ofii'* 
oar of the crown, not by the regular oonstitntional mode of indictment before a 
grand jniy. As the fact is usually admitted, or, in general can easily be pcovad, 
the office of the petty jury is nugatory : the court then judges of the nature and 
extent of the offence, and determines, ad arbitrium, the quantum of the punish- 
ment, from a small fine to a heavy one, to repeated whipping, to pillory, and 
unlimitfid imprisonmeat. Cutting off ears and noses might be inflicted by a reso- 
lute judge: Irat I will be candid enough to suppose that penalties, so apparently 
shocking to humanity, would not be hazarded in these times. In all other crimi- 
nal prosecutions the jury decides upon the fact and the crime in one word, and 
the court pronounces a certain sentence, which is the sentence of the law, not of 
the judge. If lord Mansfidd*s doctrine be received, the jury must either find a 
verdict of aoquittali contrary to evidence, which, I can conceive, might be done 
by very conscientious men, rather than trust a fellow-creature to lord Mansfield's 
meicy ; or they must leave to the court two offices, never but in this instance 
united, of finding guilty, and awarding punishment." 

And in letter. No. 41, addressed to lord Mansfield, he says, '* When you invade 
the province of the jury, in matter qf Ubd^ you, in eflfect, attack the liberty of the 
press, and, with a single stroke, wound two of your greatest enemies. In tome 
tRjtanees you have muetdedj because jurymen are too often ignorant of their 
own rights, and too apt to be awed by the authority of a chief justice. In other 
criminal prosecotions, the malice of the design is confessedly as much the 
subject of consideration te a juiy as the certainty of the fact. If a difl^- 
ent doctrine prevails in the case of libels, why should it not extend to aU 
4rriminal cases? Why not to capital ofiences 7 I see no reason (and I dare 
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^ And for th<e sake of congruity, for your own satifl&ctioo, 
and certainty of a punctual performance — ^be yourselves the 
executioners of the sentences you pass. — And let Fulvia, with 
her bodkin, pierce through again the tongue of Cicero. 

^ But you may go farther than this scheme of partial punish- 
ment — ^Nay, you must. For chopping off the hands of authons 
would be d<Hng worse than nothing. They spring up like Hydra's 
beads. And it is to be apprehended, lest the remaining stump 
of some poor, mangled carcass, instead of ink, should write 
his purposes in blood. 

*^ Hang up at once, then, all who can read or write. 

^ You have a precedent in Cade.*' And for the justificotioa 
of any infamous and dirty business, it is Ki present sufficient that 
there is a precedent.'* 

Afler this, the autfior returns to his favorite subject, the vio- 
lation of public justice, in the person of a popular commoner : 

^ Your lordships' firm and persevering conduct has effected 
what our laws never could. And an En^ishman is under a 
necessity of being either absolutely free from faults and indis- 
cretions — tiAich is difficult — or your friend — which is impossibk. 
For we have seen, by Mr. Wilkes's treatment, that no man who 
is not, and who has not always been, sbsolutely perfect himself, 
must dare to arraign the measures of a minister. 

The following passages are too singular to be omitted, as they 
seem to savour of prophecy, exhibit the same indications of 
spirit with which the author was animated ; and at the same 



say you will agree with me, that there is no good one) why the life of the sub- 
ject should be better protected against you, than his liberty or property. Why 
should you enjoy the full power of pillory, fine and imprisonment, and not be 
indolgwl with hanging or transportation? With your ioidship*s fertile genius 
and merdfttl dispodtton, I can conceiYe such an exercise of the power you have, 
aa could hardly be aggravated by that which you have not"— jfm. Edit. 



♦ (Enter a CUrk,) 

Weaver. The clerk of Chatham. He can write and read and cast accompts. 

Jock C«de. O, Monstrous ! 

Weaver. We took him setting copies. 

Cade. Here's a villain ! 
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time prove that he was ready to devote hiingelf to what he 
doubtleas^conflidered the cause of the nation : 

^ Even I9 my comitrymen, who now address myself to you— 
I, who am at present blessed with peace, with happiness, and 
independence, a fair character, and an^easy fortune, am at this 
moment forfeiting them all. 

^ Soon must I be beggared, vilified, imprisoned. The hounds 
of power will be unkennelled and laid upon the scent They 
will track out diligently my footsteps, from my very cradle* 
And if I should be found once to have set my foot awry — it is 
enough. — ^Instant they open on me. — ^My private faults shall 
justify their public infamy, and the follies of my youth be 
pleaded in defence of their riper viUany. 

** Spirit of Hampden, Russel, Sidney I animate my country- 
men I I invoke not your assistance for myself; for I was bom 
indeed a freeman. 

'^My heaitin its first pantings beat to liberty. She is twisted 
with my heart-strings, and cannot be torn from thence. They 
have formed together a gordian knot, which cannot be untwisted 
by the subtle fingers of comtption^ nor loosened by the touch 
of fear. Nothing can separate us. No I not the cruel and 
bloody sword of tyranny. Her union with me is lovely and 
honorable through life ; and even in death I will not be divided 
from her." 

Mr. Home was very fortunate to escape firom^that prosecu- 
tion, which he seemed to court For this impunity, he was 
perhaps indebted to his seeming indiscretion, as he had made 
some gross allusions to the honor of a great lady, which mig^t 
have rendered a trial in a court of justice bodi injudicious and 
indelicate ; while it would have added not a little to the public 
odium against this personage, relative to whom, too many pre« 
judices unhappily subsisted at that moment 

But it is not a little creditable to the subject of these memoirs 

that, whatever his political opinions might be, and however far 

his zeal might have carried him beycmd the customary bounds 

of discretion, his character and integrity were alike unimpeach* 

able. That he was respected not only by his own parishioners, 

but also by the families of the neighboring gentry, Uiere cannot 

16 
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be a better proof than the fact that he was repeatedly selected 
to superintend the morals, and regulate the conduct of young 
men of fortune. 

Of this, a new instance occurred in 1765, when he was ap^ 
plied to by Mr. Taylor, a gentleman residing within a few miles 
of Brentford, to accompany his son, during an excursion to 
Italy. Having been always fond of travelling, and particular^ 
delighted with the prospect that now occurred, of treading on 
classic ground, he readily accepted the offer ; and towards the 
autumn of the same year, set forward with his usual zeal and 
alacrity. 

Perhaps it may be here necessary to observe, that, at Dover, 
Mr. Home constantly changed his clerical dress ; and, on cross- 
ing that narrow strait, which, by separating us from " that pale, 
that white-faced shore""^ of France, has happily insured our 
independence, assumed the habit, appearance, and manners of 
a private gentleman. Nor ought it to be omitted, that, on both 
this and the former occasion, the yoimg gentleman entrusted to 
his care, never once dreamed, tliat he was under his inspection ; 
but deemed himself highly honored, as well as obliged, by the 
permission to accompany him in the capacity of a friend during 
this journey. 

Soon after his arrival at Calais, our traveller saw and con- 
versed with the father of the present Mr. Sheridan, then 
employed on a scheme of perfecting and extending the English 
language. 

On his arrival in the capital, he visited several of his coun- 
trymen, and, by means of a letter of introduction from Mr. 
Humphrey Cotes, he enjoyed an opportunity of being intro- 
duced to Mr. Wilkes, who was then in exile. Accordingly, he 
inunediately waited upon that gentleman, who received him 
with distinguished politeness. He was already known to the 
" patriot" by reputation, and the handsome manner in which he 
had mentioned tliis popular character, while laboring under the 
penalties of proscription, could not fail to excite his gratitude 
and esteem. 

That celebrated commoner who, with a correct and elegant 

* King John, act ii, scene 1. 
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taste, united all the vices of a fine gentleman, and all the dis* 
cemment of a man of the world, soon discovered that his new 
acquaintance was no ordinary man. He instantly perceived, 
that he was not only a scholar, but a person of conspicuous talents. 
One so richly gifted, and so replete with zeal and disinterested- 
ness, was likely to prove serviceable both to his present and 
iiiture views; he therefore solicited his friendship, and after 
much entreaty, exacted a promise of correspondence. This 
was acceded to in an evil hour, by our traveller, as will be seen 
hereafter ; while the gay colonel of the Buckingham miUtia, 
plunging into the dissipation of a luxurious metropolis, soon 
forgot to cuhivate that acquaintance, which he had been so 
desutms to form and to improve. 

Mr. Home, after a short residence there, proceeded to Ge- 
neva, in the vicinity of which he visited Voltaire ; and in the 
south of France associated with the author of the ^ Sentimen- 
tal Journey." He ^en crossed the Alps, and at Grenoa remained 
for some time in the same house with Mr. Rosenhagen, a man 
whose abilities were once considered of so high an order, as to 
entitle him to the suspicion of being '' Junius." After this, he 
viewed all the great cities of Italy, and spent the festive season 
of the Carnival at Venice. 

On his arrival at Montpelier, Mr. Home and his young friend 
visited all the genteel company in that place, both French and 
English. Among the latter was the late duke of Buccleugh 
accompanied by the celebrated Dr. Adam Smith, author of the 
" Wealth of Nations," as a travelling tutor ; and Mr., now Sir 
Thomas Hussey Apreece. 

It WBS during his residence in a city, which, by the caprice 
of fajshion, was then deemed eminently salubrious, and is now 
carefully avoided during a large portion of the year, on account 
of the deleterious effluvia of the neighboring marshes, that Mr. 
Home seems to have first recollected his pledge to the famous 
patriot whom he had left in exile at Paris. He now commenced 
an epistcdatory correspondence, by means of a letter equally 
singular and indiscreet. The following is the only correc^ and 
authentic copy which has ever appeared ; and no attempt shall 
be here made to palliate, far less to justify certain passages 
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^riuch cannot be excused in any point of view, or under any 
eut^umstances whatever. 

" To John wakes, Esq.— Paris. 

^ Montpelier, Jan. 3, 1766. 

^ Dear Sir, — ^I well recollect our mutual engagement at part- 
ing, and mo8| willingly proceed to fulfil my part c^ the agree- 
ment. 

*^ You are now entering into a correspondence with a parson, 
and I am greatly apprehensive lest that title should disgust ; but 
fpve me leave to assure you, I am not ordained a hjrpocrite. It 
is true I have suffered the infectious hand of a bishop to be 
waved over me ; whose imposition like the sop given to Judaa, 
18 <Mily a signal for the devil to enter. 

^I allow, that usually at that touch — ^'fugiunt pudor venun- 
que, fidesque. In quorum subeunt locum fraudes, dolique, 
insidiiBque,' &c. &c. but I hope I have escaped the contagion • 
and if I have not, if you should at any time discover the Uadk 
q)Ot under the tongue, pray kindly assist me to conquer the 
prejudices of education and profession. 

** Ihave not received as yet any letters from England. I believe 
there are a few left for me at the Post-house, at MarseiUes ; 
but I do not etpect any intelligence in them : I hope for some 
from you relative to yourself that may give me pleasure, though 
I am half afraid the hopes of the present ministry have mis- 
carried ; for lord St. John of Blesto, not long since showed me 
a letter from the duke of Graflon, excusing himself for not 
appointing his lordship to the embassy of Constantinople, and 
mentioning the nomination of Mr. Murray ; at the same time 
his lordship told me, that he too had long been soliciting that 
employment : I wish there had been no greater obstacle in 
your way than his lordship's interest and merit. 

** I passed a week with Sterne, at Lyons, and am to meet him 
again at Sienna in the summer. — ^Forgive my question, and do 
not answer it, if it is impertinent. Is there any cause of cold- 
nessJbetween you and Sterne 7 

^ He speaks very handsomely of you,^ when it is absolutely 
necessary to speak at all ; but not with that warmth andenthu- 
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siann that I expect from every one that knows you. Do not 
let me cause a coldness between you, if there is none. I am 
sensible my question is at least imprudent, and my jealousy 
blameable. 

** Sheridan is at Blois, by order of his majesty, and with a 
pension ; inventing the method to give a proper pronunciation 
of the English language to strangers, by means of sounds 
borrowed from their own. And he begins with the French. 

''I remember, a few years ago, when an attempt was made 
to prove lord Harborough an idioii the council on both sides 
produced the same instance ; one of his wit, the other of his 
folly. His servants were puzzled once to unpack a laige box, 
and his lordship advised them to do with it, as they did with an 
oyster, put it on the fire, and it would gape ! 

** This commission of Sheridan appears to me equally equivo- 
eal. And should a similar statute be at any time attempted 
against his majesty, they \^ Ik> do not know him may be apt to 
suspect that he employed Sheridan in this manner, not so much 
for the sake of foreigners as his own subjects; and had per- 
mitted him to amuse himself abroad, to prevent his spoiling our 
pronunciation at home. 

^ I have this moment seen a letter from En^and, that tells 
me that Fitzherbert has sent you a power to draw on him to tHe 
amount of 1000/. a year : 

** Etttrftpeliu, cuicunque nocere volebat 
Vestimenta dabat pretiosa:'*' 



* Am tlufl weU qaotod passage afterwards became a subject of contention, the 
wbole of it is here subjoined : 

Eutrapelus, cuicumqne nocere volebat, 
Vestimenta dabat pretiosa. Beatus enim jam 
Cum pulcris tonicis sumet nova consilia et spes : 
Dormiet in lucem j scorto postponet honestimi 
Officium; nummosalienospascet: adimum 
Thrax erit, aut olitoiis aget mercede caballum.** 

£^t, ad LoUnmj 812, Hor. Lib. 1. 

Translation, — hy Philip Francis, D. D. 

Eutrapelus in meny mood, 
The objects of his wrath pursued, 
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^< I am afraid this is Eutrapelian generosity ; and that, by 
furnishing you with the means of pleasure, they intend to 
consign you over to dissipation, and the grand points of national 
liberty and your glory to oblivion. I am sure they will be mis- 
taken ; nothing little or common is for the future to be pardoned 
you. 

^ The public have done you the justice to form extravagant 
notions of you ; and though they would be very sorry to see 
you neglect any opportunity of serving your private interest : 
yet they hope never to have cause to reproach you as Brutus 
did Cicero. — * That it was not so much a master that he feared, 
as Anthony for that master.' 

^' You perceive how freely I deliver my sentiments ; but all 
this is uttered in the openness of my heart, and ought not to 
offend you, as it proceeds from a man who has always both felt 
for your sufferings and spoken highly of your conduct in 
the public cause. In the meantime, I am, dear sir, your most 
obedient and very humble servant, John Horxe." 

Of the first portion of this letter, enough has been already 
said, and it is to be hoped, that the writer, on this occasion, 
rather flattered the supposed opinions of his new acquaintance, 
than exhibited his own. The remainder is equally curious and 
interestmg ; for it proves that Mr. Home had already detected 
the secret views of Mr. Wilkes, who had long wished to repair 
to a distant part of the world, in some honorable and lucrative 



And where ho deepest vengeance meant. 
Fine clothes, with cniel bounty, sent ; 
For, when the happy coxcomb's drest, 
Stnnge hopes and projects fill his breast ; 
He sleeps till noon, nor will the varlet, 
For fame or fortune, leave his harlot. 
Lavish he feeds the usurer's store. 
And when the miser lends no more, 
He leajTis the gladiator's art, 
Or humbly drives a gardener's cart — wJm. Edit, 
Volumnius Entmpclns was a companion of the profligate Anthony, and i!« 
mentioned by Cicero, both in his Epislcs and Philippicis. 
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employment, and that of minister to the Ottoman Porte had 
been actually selected by himself. It appears evident, too, that 
his intelligence was so excellent, that he had become acquainted 
with the negociation with the Rockingham administration, in 
consequence of which, a considerable annuity was to be paid 
this gentleman, while he remained in exile, with a view of keep- 
ing him quiet. The sum in question, however, was not to be 
taken out of the public money, but levied by a voluntary sub- 
scription from the salaries of those m place. 

Whether it was, that Mr. Wilkes was piqued at the discovery, 
or mortified at the disclosure of this transaction, is uncertain ; 
but true it is, that no answer was ever returned to this singular 
epistle. Whatever may be its faults, no one can deny that the 
sentiments disclosed in the latter part of it, are as just and com- 
mendable, as those in the former are offensive and indiscreet ; 
and it will readily occur, that therein is developed, even at 
this early period, not only that warmth of sentiment, but the 
same noble scorn of corruption, which the writer steadily 
evinced through life. 

Meanwhile, the neglect with which he was treated, could not 
but prove trying in the extreme, to a man eager to cultivate an 
intimacy with Mr. Wilkes ; who had been prevailed upon to 
accept an invitation to a literary intercourse, and had committed 
hinaself,in amanner,andto anextent, whence it was impossible to 
recede. Notwithstanding all this, on his return to Paris, in the 
course of the ensuing spring, Mr. Home found means to see the 
exiled patriot, without undergoing either the formality or humi- 
liation of a visit. This opportunity of demanding an explana- 
tion was not suffered to escape ; but every attempt to gratify 
his curiosity was skilfully parried for a time by Mr. Wilkes, 
who, over a bottle of Burgundy, in a jocular manner, and with 
his usual flow of wit and vivacity, endeavored to convert the 
whole into a joke. Finding, however, that his correspondent 
was too serious to participate in his witticisms, he concluded by 
denying the receipt of the fatal epistle ! 

But notwithstanding our traveller had reason to suspect his 
veracity, even at that period, yet a reconciliation actually took 
place. 
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Being now about to repair to England, where it was neces- 
sary that he should resume his clerical dress and functions, Mr. 
Home determined to leave his fashionable clothes at Puis, 
whither he had determined to return in the course of a few 
months. He accordingly confided his wardrobe to the care of 
Mr. Wilkes, as may be seen from the following curious note, 
transmitted to that gentleman on the morning of hiii departure. 

<< Paris, May 95, 17B7. 

'* Dear Sir, — ^According to your permission, I leave with you : 
one suit of scarlet and gold cloth, one suit of white and rilver 
cloth, otie suit of blue and silver camblet, one suit of flowered 
silk, one suit of black silk, one black velvet surtout 

^ If you have any fellow-feeling, you cannot but be kind to 
them ; since they too, as well as yourself, are outlawed in Eng- 
land, and on the same account — their superior worth. 

^ I am, dear Sir, your very affectionate humble servant, 

** John HonifB." 

Here the reader will naturally reflect upon the foriom condi- 
tion in which Mr. Home found his friend Wilkes : — banished 
from his country, and an outlaw; brooding over his misfor- 
tunes, and imprecating vengeance upon his persecutors. The 
conduct of his former friend, lord Chatham, who, it seems, had 
become a very different man when earl of Chatham, from what 
he was when plain Mr. Pitt, must have excited his utmost indig- 
nation. He shows to Mr. Home a copy of his letter to the 
duke of Grafton on the subject, and a reply to it by W. D. ; 
which, in consequence of his absence from England, Mr. Home 
had not before seen. It may be easily imagined that the warm, 
the patriotic, the generous feelings of Mr. Home were raised 
to the highest pitch of enthusiasm in behalf of Mr. Wilkes, as 
a patriotic sufferer in the cause of liberty ; and a bitter philippic, 
directed chiefly against lord Chatham, soon appears in the Pub- 
lic Advertiser of London, under the signature of Poplicola. 

At Paris, and not in London or its vicinity ^ in my opinion, the 
two first letters of Junius were written. They bear eveiy 
mark of a writer who had been absent from his country, and 
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was ignorant of what had passed How otherwise can it be 
accounted for that Poplicola answers, on the 28th of May, 1767, 
an a^cle that appeared in the Public Advertiser in Dec. 1766, 
as though it had been published the day preceding? commenc- 
nag thus : ** Your correspondent C. D. professes to undeceive,** 
&c. mistaking even the initials of the writer ; which had pro* 
bably become obliterated in the possession of Mr. Wilkes, or, 
perimps from a slight inspection, Uiey were not fiilly impressed 
upon the mind of the writer. 

It may be presumed that Mr. Home, as he made no stay in 
F^s on his journey to Italy, remained five or six weeks in that 
metropolis on his return. And while there, his time must have 
been very much occupied in paying his respects to the acquaint- 
ances he had madron his former visit, and in pointing out to his 
pupil the curiosities of the place. This alone can apologize 
for the awkward blunder committed in the beginning of the 
second letter of Poplicola. 

Mr. Home left Paris for England on the 25th of May, as 
appears by the date of his note to Mr. Wilkes, ** transmitted to 
him on the morning of his departure ;'' but he probably for- 
warded previously the letter which bears date the 28th ; for 
that is the date of its publication. Junius did not date his com- 
municati(ms to the Public Advertiser, nor generally, his letters 
to Wilkes and Woodfall, as I shall hereafter prove. 

Nothing can Justify the supposition that any person in Eng- 
land, conversant veith passing events, should have broken out, 
in the manner of these letters, more than five months after the 
existence of the exciting cause. The writer must have been 
absent from En^and in Dec. 1766, and must, at the time of 
writing, have taken his impulse from Mr. Wilkes. There can 
be no other solution to this enigma. 

The style of the first letter applies exactly to the condition of 
Mr. Home, who had just trod classic ground, and had, no doubt, 
lately read with his pupil the works of Livy, Tacitus, and 
other Roman classics. 

Mr. Heron, in his edition of Junius, remarks on a passage 
respecting the Praetorian Bands, in letter No. 35, addressed to 
the king, that ^ This is one among many passages which show 

17 
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that the writer of these letters wta fieah.from the pennal of 
Tacitus. The period of Roman History to which he allodea, 
is that which ensued when Vitellius and the army from Ger- 
many, defeated the Praetorian guards that ravished the imperial 
power from Otho." 

I will now lay before the reader, for his consideration, the 
two letters before mentioned, as well as the two succeeding^ 
ones, published after Mr. Home's arrival in England. And, for 
their better understanding, I shall first give the letters of Wilkes 
and W. D. which Mr. Woodfall introduces in a note subjoined 
to the second letter of Poplicola. 

Letter ffxnn John WHkes to the duke of Orqfton. 

Paris, Dec IS, 1768w^ 

1 believe that the flinty heart of lord Chatham has knovni 
the sweets of private friendship, and the fine feelings of hn* 
manity, as little as even lord Mansfield. They are both formed 
to be admired not beloved. A proud, insolent, overbearing, 
ambitious man is always full of the ideas of his own importance, 
and vainly imagines himself superior to the equality necessary 
among real friends, in all the moments of true enjoyment* 
Friendship is too pure apleasure for a mind cankered wHh am- 
bition, or the lust of power and grandeur. Lord Chatham 
declared in pariiament the strongest attachm^fit to lord Temple^ 
one of the greatest characters our country could ever boast, 
and said he toould live and die with his noble brother. He has 
received obligati<Mis of the first magnitude from that noble bro* 
iher^ yet what trace of gratitude or of friendship was ever found 
in any part of his conduct? and has he not now declared the 
most open variance, and even hostility ? . I have had as warm 
and as express declarations of regard as could be made by this 
marble-hearted fiiend, and Mr. Pitt had no doubt his views in 
even feeding me with flattery from time to time ; on occasions 
too where candour and indulgence were all I could daim. He 



^ The Philadelphia copy of Woodfall's Junius erroneously gives the date of 
this letter, 1763. I have not had an opportunity to ezamihe the London edition. 
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may i^nember the complimentB he paid me on two certain 
poems in the year 1754. If I were to take the declarations 
made by himaelf and the late Mr. Potter d la lettre, they were 
more charmed with those verses after the ninety-ninth reading, 
tbaa after the first ; so that from this circumstance^ as well as 
a few of his flpeeches in parliament, it seems to be likewise true 
of the first orator, or rather Uie first comedian, of our age, non 
duplicuiue ilUjoco8,9ednoncontigU8e. 

1 will now submit to your grace, if there was not something 
pecuUaiiy base and perfidious in Mr. Pitt's calling me a blakphe" 
mer of my Ood for those very verses, at a time when I was 
absent, and dangerously ill from an afiair of honor. The charge 
too he knew was false, for the whole ridicule of those two 
pieces was confined to certain mysteries, which formerly the 
tfi^piooed and unpenrioined Mr. Pitt did not think himself obliged 
even to affect to believe. He added another chaige equally 
unjust, that I was the libeOer of my king, thou^ he was sensible 
that I never wrote a sin^e line disrespectfiil to the sacred per- 
son of my sovereign, but had only attacked the despotism of 
his ministers, with the spirit becoming a good subject, and 
zealous firiend of his country.* The reason of this perfidy 
was plain. He was then beginning to pay homage to the Scot- 



* The following is an extract from the earl of Chatham's speech, in reference 
to Mr. Wilkes on the subject of parliamentary priTileges, taken from M]]lei*8 
history. This speech, Mr. Miller says, has been faithfully preserved :^ 

'* With regard to the paper itself, or the libel which had given pretence for this 
request to surrender the privileges of parUament, he observed that the house had 
already voted it a libel — he joined in that vote. He condemned the whole series 
of North Britond : he caUed them illiberal, unmanly, and detestable. He abhor* 
red all noHond r^/leclioiw. Th^ king's subjects, he said, were one jMopie. Vi^ho- 
ever divided them, was guilty of $ediHon, His majesty*s complaint was well 
founded : it was just: it was necessary. The author did not deserve to be ranked 
among the human species — he was the blasphemer of his God, and the libdUr tf 
hU king. He had no connexion with him : he had no connexion with any such 
writer : he neither associated nor communicated with any such."—'* The dignity, 
the honor of parliament had been called upon to support and protect the purihf 
of his majesty's character ; and this they had done by a strong and decisive oon- 
denmation of the libel which his majesty had submitted to the consideration of 
the hom^^-^Jinu EdU. 



132 SKETCH OF THE UFB OF 

tish idol, and I was the most acceptable sacrifice he could ofler 
at the shrine of Bute. History scarcely gives so remarkaUe a 
change. He was a few years ago the mad, seditious tribune of 
the people, insulting his sovereign, even in his capital city, now 
he is the abject, crouching deputy of the proud Scot, who he 
declared in parliament tamted wisdamj and held, principles m^ 
eonqMitible with freedom ; a most ridiculous character surely for 
a statesman, and the subject of a free kingdom, but the proper 
composition for a/auonite. Was it possible for me after this to 
write a supphant letter to lord Chatham ? I am the first to pro- 
nounce myself most unworthy of a pardon, if I could have 
obtained it on those terms. 

Although I declare, my lord, that the conscious pride of vir- 
tue makes me look down with contempt on a man, who. cooM 
be guilty of this baseness, who could in the lobby declare that I 
must be supported, and in the House on the same day desert 
and revile me, yet I will on every occasion do justice to the mi- 
nister. He has served the public in all those points, where die 
good of the nation coincided with his' own private views ; and 
in no other. I venerate the memory of the secretary, and I 
think it -an honor to myself that I steadily supported in parlia- 
ment an administration, the most successful we ever had, and 
which carried the glory of the nation to the hi^est pitch in 
every part of the world. He found his country almost in 
despair. He raised the noble spirit of England, and strained 
every nerve against our enemies. His plans, when in power, 
.were always great, though in direct opposition to the declara- 
tions of his whole life, when out of power. The invincible 
bravery of the British troops gave success even to the most 
rash, the most extravagant, the most desperate of his projects. 
He saw early die hostile intentions of Spain, and if the toritten 
advice had been followed, a very few weeks had then probably 
closed the last general war ; although the merit of that advice 
was more the merit of his noble brvther, than his own. After 
the omnipotence of lord Bute, in 1761, had foit^ Mr. Pitt to 
retire from his majesty's councils, and the cause was declared 
by himself to be our conduct relative to Spain, I had the hap- 
piness of fsetting that affair in so clear and advantageous a light. 



n 
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that' he expressed the most entire satisfaction^ and particular 
obfigations to my friendship. I do not, however, make this a 
ekdm of mefit to Mr. Pitt. It was my duty, fiom the peculiar 
advantages of information I then had.*** 

In answer to these strictures Sir William Draper in Uie let- 
ter subscribed W. D. and which is too long to be copied verba- 
tim, quotes several of Mr. Wilkes's previous declarations in 
favor of lord Chatham, ndiile Mr. Pitt, and concludes as fol- 
lows: — 

'^ The letter asserts also that lord Chatham is now the abject, 
crouching deputy of lord Bute, who he declared in pariiament 
wanted vnsdom, and held principles incompatible with freedom. 
The worid knows nothing of this abject, crouching deputed 
minister, but from Mr. Wilkes's single affirmation; but all 
know that his Majesty has been pleased to call lord Chatham 



* CHARACTER OF LORD CHATHAM, 

FrmnaJUmobr pjf the 4ffmr» rf Europe^ by lord John Rimd, 

"He wu a man endowed with qualities to captivate a nation, and subdue a 
pepnlar aMembly . Bold and unhesitating in the part he was to take upoii eveiy 
public question, he was the master of a loud but harmonious voice, a command* 
ing eye, an unrivalled energy, but at the same time propriety of language, and a 
li^t of imagination which flashed from him with brilliant splendor, and was 
gone en any one cooid pronounce that the speaker was ianciful or digressive. 
Upon eveiy important subject he appealed to some common and inspiring senti- 
ment : the feeling of national honor, disgust at political corruption, the care of 
popular liberty, contempt of artifice, or hatred of oppression. But, provided the 
topic were animating and eflective, he little cared whether it were one on which 
a wise patriot could honestly dilate : a vulgar prejudice served his turn as well as 
am ancient and useful privilege : he countenanced every prevailing delusion : and 
hurried the nation to war, not as a necessaiy evil, but as an honorable choice. 
Above all, he loved to nurse the popular jealousy of France : and it was upon his 
means of gratifying this feeling that he seemed to build his hopes of future power. 
Ever ready to be the mouth-piece of the cry or clamor of the hour, he could be 
as inconaiBtent as the multitude itself: in his earlier days, when reproached with 
his change of opinion, he pleaded honest conviction of error : after he had acquired 
authority, he &ced down his accusers with a glare of his eye and the hardihood 
of his deniaL Nor, although he assumed a tone of virtue superior to his age, 
was he more scrupulous than others in political intrigue: but his object was 
higher. Instead of bartering his conscience for a large salary or a shsre of 
patronage) he aimed at undivided power, the fame of a great orator, to be the fear 
of every cabal, end the admiration of a whole people.**— ^dfm. Ed. 
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again to the ministry : if lord Bute Bupports him in it, he gives 
the noblest proof of generosity and greatness of soul» and ha« 
revenged himself in the finest manner upon lord Chatham for 
those expressions, and affords the strongest proof that he does 
not want wisdom, or hold principles incompatible with fireedom. 
What greater proof of wisdom can he give, than in supporting 
that persen who 'is the most capable of doing good to his coun* 
try, and has upon all occasions approved himself the most 
zealous protector of its liberties ? But I beg pardon ; upon a late 
occasion, indeed, lord Chatham showed himself to be no friend 
to liberty ; he was so very tyrannical, as well as lord Camden, 
that he denied some traders the right, liberty, and privilege of 
starving his fellow-citizens, by exporting all the com out of the 
kingdom, for which he has met with his reward, and been as 
much abused as if he himself had been guilty of starving them. 
Is there no Tarpeian rock for such a tyrant? 

Mr. Wilkes has now done with lord Chatham, leaving him to 
the podr consolation of a place, a peerage, and a pension ; for 
which, he says, he has sold the confidence of a great nation. 
But I cannot take leave of, or have done with Mr. Wilkes, 
without making a few observations upon this paragraph : Mr. 
Wilkes is a great jester ; in this place he cannot possibly be 
serious ; for as to the pension, I think I cannot explain it better 
to my countrymen, than in Mr. Wilkes's own words, August 
12, 1762 : 

^ I must, in compliance with a few vulgar writers, call the 
inadequate reward given to Mr. Pitt, for as great services as 
ever were performed by a subject, a pension, although the grant 
is not diuing pleasure, and therefore cannot create any undue, 
unconstitutional influence. In the same light we are to con* 
sider the dukes of Cumberland's and Marlborough's, prince 
Ferdinand's, and admiral Hawke's, Mr. Onslow's, &;c. See. &c. 
I was going to call it the king's gold box ; for Mr. Pitt having 
before received the most obliging marks of regard from the 
public, the testimony of his sovereign only remained wanting.' 

Now as Mr. Wilkes has so fully set forth the nature of this pen- 
sion, I cannot tnink it will at all lessen the confidence of the 
nation in lord Chatham : it may very posmbly lessen their confi- 
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denoeinBfr. M^ei^ivhohucoatiiidktedhiaiBelf sof^^ 
and peifas^ degtroy that idea of oonnstency which the gmtle- 
man boaiBta of in his letter to the duke of Grafton ; where he 
aaMiret his grace, that * however unfashionable such a decfaira* 
tionmay be, consistency shall nerer depart from his character/ 
The nader has the proofs before him, and will judge of it 
•cooidiBgly. W. D." 



MISCSUANEOUB LKTTEBS OF JUNIUS. 

IiBTTBR I. 

Far the PtMic Advertiser. 

S8 April, 1767. 

OkAatant <iiMm in siinmu leipublics angnstiii acoepent, perpacemocmtmiiata 
fibertatem fregit ; donee ilium co&TeniH in nbiem popolni, et dii uUotm de 
Mxo Tarpeio dejecenint.* 

The bravest and freest nations have sometimes submitted to 
a temporary surrender of their liberties, in order to establish 
diem for ever. At a crisis of public calamity or danger, the 
prudence ot the state placed a confidence in the virtue of some 
distinguished citizen, and gave him power sufficient to preserve 
or to oppress his country. Such was the Roman dictator, and 
while his office was confined to a short period, and only applied 
as a remedy to the disasters of an unsuccessful war, it was 
usually attended with the most important advantages, and lefl 
no dangerous precedent behind. The dictator finding employ- 
ment for all his activity in repulsing a foreign invasion, had but 
little time to contrive the ruin of his own country, and his 
ambition v?as nobly satisfied by the honor of a triumph, and the 
applause of his fellow-citizens. But as soon as this wise institu- 
tion was corrupted, when that unlimited trust of power, which 
shouldhave beenreserved for conjunctures of more than ordinary 
difficulty and hazard, veas without necessity committed to one 



"*" llie DicAatorriiip, iduch had been confided to him daring a period of extreme 
peril to the republic being oontnraed to him after the peace, he abused it to the 
deatroction of liberty, till the people turned upon him in theb rage, and the aveng* 
tng goda precipitated him frv>m the Tarpcian rock . ~c^w. EdU, 
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man's imceitain moderatioD, what ooosequence couU be 
ejqpected but that the people should pay the dearest price for 
their sunplicity, nor ever resume those ri^ts which they could 
vainly imagine were more secure in the hands of a sipg^ mam 
than where the laws and constitution had placed them. With- 
outany uncommon depravity of mind, a man so trusted migbt 
lose all ideas of public principle or gratitude, and not unreason- 
ably exert himself to perpetuate a power, which he saw his 
fellow-citizens weak and dbject enough to surrender to him. But 
if, instead of a man of a common mixed character, whose vices 
mi^ be redeemed by some appearance of virtue and generosityi 
it should have unfortunately h^>pened that a nation had placed 
all their confidence in a man purely and perfectly bad ; if a 
great and good prince, by some fatal delusion, had made choice 
of such a man for his first minister, and had delegated all his 
authority to him, what security would that nation have for its 
freedom, or that prince for liis crown ? The history of every 
nation, that once had a claim to liberty, will tell us what would 
be the progress of such a traitor, and what the probable event 
of his crimes.* 

Let us suppose him arrived at that moment, at which he 
might SCO himself within reach of the great object, to which all 
the artifices, the intrigues, the hypocrisy, and the impudence 
of his past life were directed. On the point of having the whole 
power of the crown committed to him, what would be his 
conduct ? an afiectation of prostrate humility in the closet, but 
a lordly dictation of terms to the people, by whose interest he 
had been supported, by whose fortunes he had subsisted. Has 
he a brother? that brother must be sacrificed.t Has he a 
rancorous enemy? that enemy must be promoted.]; Have 



^ This severe invective is aimed against the late lord Chatham, formeriy tiie 
right honorable W. Pitt— £d 

t Lord Temi^e, brother-in-law to lord Chatham. They resigned their respective 
offices, the formerof privy seal, and the latter of principal secretary of state, in 
October 1765. Lord Temple waa succeeded by thedukeof Bedford; and upon 
his resignation, by lord Chatham himself: during which administration lord 
Temple took no part whatever. 

t ThodiikeofBedlbid. 
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years of his life been spent in declaiming against the pernicious 
influence of a favorite ? That favorite must be taken to his 
bosom, and made the only partner of his power.* But it is in 
the natural course of things that a despotic power, which of 
itself violates every principle of a free constitution, should be 
acquired by means, which equally violate every principle of 
honor and morality. The office of a grand Vizir is inconsistent 
with a limited monarchy, and can never subsist long but by its 
destruction. The same measures, by which an abandoned 
profligate is advanced to power, must be observed to maintain 
him in it The principal nobiUty, who might disdain to submit 
to the upstart insolence of a dictator, must be removed from 
every post of honor and authority ; all public employments must 
be filled with a despicable set of creatures, who having neither 
experience nor capacity, nor any wei^t or respect in their own 
perscms, will necessarily derive all their little busy importance 
from him. As the absolute destruction of the constitution of 
his country would be his great object, to be consistent with 
that design he must exert himself to weaken and impoverish 
every rank and order of the community, which by the nature of 
their property, and the degree of their wealth, might have a 
particular interest in the support of the established government, 
as well as power to oppose any treacherous attempts against it 
The landed estate must be oppressed ; the rights of the mer- 
chant must be arbitrarily invaded, and his property forced from 
him by main force, without even the form of a legal proceed- 
ing. It will assist him much, if he can contribute to the destruc 
tion of the poor by continuing the most burthensome taxes 
upon the main articles of their subsistence. He must also take 
advantage of any favorable conjuncture to try how far the nation 
wfll bear to see the established laws suspended by proclamation, 
and upon such occasions he must not be without an apostate 
lawyer, weak enough to sacrifice his own character, and base 
enough to betray the laws of his country.f 

* Loid Bute.~£rf. 

t This subject is fiiUy explained in many parts of the letters of Junius, and in 
the notes now subjoined to them. The character alluded to ia earl Camden, at 
that time lord Chancellor.— £</. 

18 
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These are but a ferw of the perniciouB practices by vhich a 
trautor may be known, by which a free people may be enshved. 
But the masterpiece of his treachery, and the surest of answeiv 
ing all his purposes would be, if possible, to foment such discord 
between the mother-country and her colonies, as may leave 
them both an easier prey to his own dark machinations. With 
this patriotic view he will be ready to declare himself the patron 
of sedition, and a zealous advocate for rebellion. His doctrines 
will correspond with the proceedings of the people be protects, 
and if by his assistance they can obtain a victory over the 
supreme legislaiture of the empire, he will consider that victory 
as an important step towaids the advancement of his main 
design.*' 

Such, Sir, in any free state, would probably be the conduct 
and character of a man unnecessarily trusted with exorbitant 
power. He must either succeed in establishing a tyranny or 
perish. I cannot without horror suppose it possible that this 
tmr native country ^^ should ever be at the mercy of so black a 
vilkiin. But if the case should happen hereafter, I hc^ the 
Britudi people will not be so abandoned by Providence, as oot 
to <^n their eyes time enough to save themselves from 
destruction ; and thou^ we have no Tarpeian rock for the 
immediate punishment of treason, yet we have impeachments, 
and a gibbet is not too honorable a situation for the carcass of 
a traitor. ^ Popucoi^. 

LETTER n. 

To the Printer cflhePvhlic Advertiser. 

28 May, 1767. 

Sir,— Your correspondent C. D.J professes to undeceive the 



* Lord Chatham, then Mr. Pitt, i^poeed Mr. Geoi^^e Greninlle's Stamp Act, and 
denied the right of the parliament of Great Britain to legislate for America.— £d. 

t This language indicates a writer who had Utely visited foreign ccHmtries, 
where he had witnessed despotic role, and returning to his own land, jealous of 
its libertiea, thought he discovered symptoms of approaching tyranny.— >idm. EiL 

\ Poplioola, the writer of this reply, by some means or other mistoc^ the real 
signature, which mstead of bemg C. D. was W. D. The letter is dated firni 
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public with respect to some reflections thrown out upon the 
earl of Chatham in Mr. Wilkes's letter to the duke of Grafton. 
Without undertaking the defence of that gentleman's conduct 
or character, permit me to observe that he was the instrument, 
and an usefiil one to the party, therefore should not have been 
sacrificed by it. He served them perhaps with too much zeal ; 
but such is the reward, which the tocls offacticn usuaUy receive, 
and in some measure deserve, when they are imprudent enou^ 
to hazard every thing in support of other men's ambition. 

I cannot admit, that because Mr. Pitt was respected and 
honored a few years ago, the earl of Chatham therefore deserves 
to be so now ; or that a description, which might have suited 
him at one part of his life, must of necessity be the only one 
applicable to him at another. It is barely possible, that a very 
honest commoner may become a very corrupt and worthless 
peer ; and I am inclined to suspect that Mr. C. D. will find but 
few people credulous enough to believe that either Mr. Pitt or 
Mr. Pultney, when they accepted of a title, did not, by that 
action, betray their friends, their country, and, in every honora- 
ble sense, themselves. Mr. C» D. wilfully misrepresents the 
cause of that censure, which was very justly thrown upon lord 
Chatham, when the exportation of com was prohibited by pro- 
clamation. The measure itself was necessary, aiid the more 



Clifton, and is obyioosly from the pen of Sir W. Draper; afibrding a singulat 
proof that the Knight of the Bath and Junraa were political opponeots under sig- 
natures mutually unknown, and so Ux back as May 1767. — "Ed, 

Mr. Woodfall makes no remaiks upon the gross absurdity in the manner of 
commencing this letter in answer to one written five months before. He waa 
fearful to say any thing about it, lest he should expose the author. There can be 
no other reason given for his silence in this case, for he is in general extremely 
liberal of explanatory notes throughout the work. 

The circumstance reminds me of a gentleman who was fond of relating long 
stories, and who, upoo a certain occasion was interrupted in his narrative by tha 
sudden departure of the person to whom he was reciting; but on meeting tlie 
same gentleman again, some twelvemonth afterwards, he renewed the subject by 
prefiuang it with, **as I was« saying," and Hien went on to condnde the story.— 
trWi. JEdif . 
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necessary from the scandalous delay of the ministry in caUii^ 
the pariiament together ; but to maintain that the proclamation 
was legal, and that there was a suspending power lodged in the 
crown, was 'such an outrage to the common sense of mankind, 
and such a daring attack upon the constitution, as a free people 
ought never to foi^ve. The man who maintained those doc- 
trines, ought to have have had the Tarpeian rock or a gibbet 
for his reward. Another gentleman, upon that occasion, had 
spirit and patriotism enough to declare, even in a respectable 
assembly, that when he advised the proclamation, he did it with 
the strongest conviction of its being illegal ; but he rested his 
defence upon the unavoidable necessity of the case, and sub- 
mitted himself to the judgment of his country. This noble 
conduct deserved the applause and gratitude of the nation, 
while that of the eari of Chatham, and his miserable under* 
strappers, deserved nothing but detestation and contempt. 

PoPLICOI^. 
LETTER lU. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

24 June, 1767. 

Accedere matrem muliebri impotenti^ ; serviendum femine, duobusque insuper 
nebulonibus, qui rempublicam interim premant, qoandoqae distrahant. — Tact' 
tus, V AnnaUum.* 

The uncertain state of politics in this country sets all the spe- 
culations of the press at defianccf To talk of modem minis- 
ters, or to examine their conduct, would be to reason without 



* To these reflections the public added their dread of a mother, raging with all 
the impotence of female ambition : a whole people, they said, were to be enslaved 
by a woman and two young men, who in the beginning would hang heavy on the 
state, and in the end distract and rend it to pieces by their own dissensions.-— 
Murphf's Translatum,—AnL Ed. 

t Mr. Home, in a letter to Junius, says, " Whatever maybe the wretched state 
of politics in this country," kc This passage and the one above evidently appear 
to be dictated by the same mind ; they exactly agree in sentiment, and the simili- 
tttde in the language could not well be avoided in expressing th« same idea. 
t%iffn it no appearance of plagiarism.—*^. Ed. 
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data ; for whether it be owing to- the real simple innocence of 
doing nothing, or to a happy mysteriousnes^ in concealing their 
activity, we know as little of the services they have performed, 
since it became their lot to appear in the gazette, as we did of 
their persons or characters before. They seem to have come 
together by a sort of fortuitous concourse, and have hitherto 
done nothing else but jumble and jostle one another, without 
being able to settle into any one regular or consistent figure. 
I am not, however, such an atheist in politics as to suppose that 
there is not somewhere an original creating cause, which drew 
these atoms forth into existence ; but it seems the utmost skill 
and cunning of that secret governing hand could go no farther. 
To create or foment confusiV)n, to sacrifice the honour of a king, 
or to destroy the happiness of a nation, requires no talent, but 
a natural itch for doing mischief. We have seen it performed 
for years successively, with a wantonness of triumph, by a man 
who had neither abilities nor personal interest, nor even com- 
mon personal courage.* It has been possible for a notorious 
coward, skulking under a petticoat, to make a great nation the 
prey of his avarice and ambition. But I trust the time is not 
very distant when we shall see him dragged forth from his 
retirement, and forced to answer severely for all the mischiefs 
he hath brought upon us. 

It is worth while to consider, though perhaps not safe to 
point out, by what arts it hath been possible for him to main- 
tain himself so long in power, and to screen himself from 
national justice. Some of them have been obvious enough ; 
the rest may without difficulty be guessed at. But whatever 
they are, it is not above a twelvemonth ago, since they mi^t 
have all been defeated, and the venomous spider itself caught 
and trampled on in its own webs.t It was then his good for- 



* The eari of Bute.— £<iL 

t Why was it not then done ? Janios was absent from his ooimtry. The lan- 
guage conveys this idea fuUy. If Junius had been present and saw the corrup- 
tion going on, he would undoubtedly have attacked it at the time, and not have 
remained silent, and then say, a twelvemonth afterwards, as above, that the arts 
of the miniBter which had produced the evil imgAt have been defeated.^ — Jhn, Ed. 
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tune to corrupt one man, from whom we least of all expected 
so base an apostacy.* Who indeed could have suc^cted^ that 
it should ever consist with the spirit or understanding of that 
person to accept of a share of power under a pernicious court 
minion, whom he himself had affected to detest or despise, as 
much as he knew he was detested and despised by the whole 
nation 1 I will not censure him for the avarice of a pensiooi 
nor the melancholy ambition of a title. These were objects 
which he perhaps looked up to, though the rest of the woiU 
thought them far beneath his acceptance. But, to become the 
stalking-horse of a stallion, to shake hands with a Scotchman 
at the hazard of catching all his infamy ; to fight under his aus- 
pices against the constitution ; and to receive the word from 
him, prerogative and a thistle ; (by the once respected name of 
Pitt) it is even below contempt. But it seems that this unhappy 
country had long enough been distracted by their divisions, and 
in the last instance was to be oppressed by their union. May 
that union, honorable as it is, subsist for ever I may they con- 
tinue to smell at one thistle, and not be separated even in death ! 

Anti-Sejanus, jun. 

IiETTER IV, 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser, 

St. James's Coffee-house, 25 Aug. 1767. 

Sir, — I have been some time in the country, which has [H[e- 
vented your hearing sooner from me.f I find you and your 
brother printers have got greatly into a sort of knack of stuflbig 
your papers with flummery upon two certain brothers,} who 
are labor-in-vain endeavoring to force themselves out of the 
world's contempt I have great good will to you, and hope you 



* The earl of Chatham.— £<f. 

t Attending te his parochial affiurs at Brentfoi^ ; which, fiom his long abfence, 
probably required more than usual caie.— «lm. Ed, 

I Lord Townshend, and his brother the honorable Charles Townshcnd, the 
former just appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, and the Utter at this time chan- 
cellor of the exchequcr.-^fd. 
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are well paid for this sort of nonsense, as indeed you ought to 
be, for it certainly disgraces your paper. It is in vain that your 
friends assure the coffee-house that these things are wrote by 
the brothers themselves ; that you believe no more of them 
than the rest of the world does ; and that you only put them in 
to show your extreme impartiality, which sometimes obliges 
you to insert the most improbable stories ; I would therefore 
advise you as a friend, to give up this noble pair as enfans 
perdus. 

I am not a stranger to this^r nobile fratf-um. I have served 
under the one, and have been forty times promised to be served 
by the other. I don't think it possible to characterise either 
without having recourse to the other ; but any body who knows 
one of them, may easily obtain an idea of the other. Thus 
now ; suppose you acquainted with the chancellor, take away 
his ingenuity, and a something, that at times looks something 
like good-nature, but it is not, and you have the direct and actual 
character of the peer ; a boaster without spirit, and a pretender 
to wit without a grain of sense ; in a word, a vainglorious idler 
without one single good quality of head or heart. I hope his 

affairs with Lord and Mr. are the only instances of 

his setting out with unnecessary insolence, and ending vrith 
shameful tameness. But is such a man likely to please the 
brave Irish, whose hasty tempers, or whose blunders, may 
sometimes lead them into a quarrel ; but whose swords always 
carry them through it 7 Are these the pair, who are to give 
stability to a wavering favorite, and permanency to a locum 
tenens administration 7 Alas ! alas ! 

Non tali auxilio, nee defensoribus istis 
Tempos egct : * 

And is it by such a prop that Grafton thinks to stand, after 
throwing down his idol Pitt, at whose false altar he had before 
sacrificed his friends 7 Is it for such a man that Conway fore- 
goes the connexions of his youth, and the friends of his best 
and ripest judgment 7 A FAriHFUL Monttor. 



* It M not soch aid, nor Buch defenders that the times require.*-*^. Ed, 
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Circumstances related by Junius respecting himself, that do 
not appear improbable, are worthy of notice so far as they 
tend to indicate the person of the author. Such are the remarks 
in the foregoing letter in regard to his connexion vnth the 
Townshends. 

In the first place, it may be observed, (see Bissett's History 
of George III.) that on the resignation of lord Bute, the honor- 
able George Grenville, brother of lord Temple, became prime 
minister — April 16, 1763. He was dismissed in May, 1765. 

Mr. Bissett, speaking of the debates in parliament respecting 
the Stamp Act, observes, " Ministers had now (Feb. 1765) 
acquired a powerful auxiliary in the brilliant ingenuity of Mr- 
Charles Townshend, who had lately come over to their side." 

Mr. Grenville was succeeded by the marquis of Rocking^ 
ham ; whose administration was of short continuance, being 
dissolved about the middle 6f 1766. A new administration 
was then formed by Mr. Pitt ; of which the duke of Grafton, 
who had been secretary of state in the marquis of Rocking- 
ham's administration, was made first lord of the treasury, and 
general Conway, another member of the whig party, was cxm- 
tinued secretary of state ; his colleague was the earl of Shel- 
bume. Mr. Charles Townshend, recently a member of the 
Grenville party, was appointed chancellor of the exchequer ; 
lord chief justice Pratt created lord Camden, was made chan- 
cellor, and the earl of Northington president of the council ; 
and Mr. Pitt himself took the privy seal. He was now called 
to the upper house, under the title of the earl of Chatham ; but 
his acceptance of a peerage lessened his popularity. 

Some changes in the cabinet were made in the recess of 
parliament, in 1767. Lord Gower accepted the president's 
chair, now resigned by the earl of Northington ; and in conse- 
quence of the decease of Charles Townshend, lord North was 
promoted to his place as chancellor of the exchequer. 

Mr» Bissett, in treating of measures which took place in 
Sept. 1766, says, "The opposition of the present ministry con- 
sisted of two parties, the Grenville and the Rockingham. A 
coalition v^ras attempted between the former and the ministry, 
but without effect. Meanwhile Charles Townshend was 
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intr^gaiiig with the Rockingham party, and trying to effect the 
removal of the duke of Grafton ; and, though he did not suc- 
ceed, the administration was evidently discordant. Lord Chat- 
ham, on account of the bad state of his health, could not control^ 
as formerly, the jarring elements." 

The following character of Mr. Townshend is given by Mr. 
Bissetti 

"Although a man of genius, he appears' to have been rather 
more fit for literary than political attainments, or much more 
anxious about currency of opinions than their weight ; he was 
extremely inconstant. When the Stamp Act was popular in 
the house, be declaimed in its favor ; when it lost its popularity, 
he voted for the repeal ; and when the repeal was afterwards 
a subject of complaint, he proposed a new plan for raising a 
revenue. He took no time to form general and comprehensive 
views, and had no fixed principles of policy. As an orator, he 
was an ornament to the house of commons ; but must have 
entirely changed his modes and habits, before he could be a 
very advantageous accession to the councils of his country as 
a principal stateonan." 

Under this gentleman, I apprehend, Mr. Home gerved in 
1765, in support of the Grenville administration, if not also in 
opposition to the Rockingham ; and had '* been forty time^ pro- 
mised to be served hy" his brother, lord Townshend. For it is 
stated in his memoirs by Mr. Stephens, that, '* by the kind inter- 
vention of Mr. Levintz, apparently exerted through the channel 
of a nobleman in high favor at courts be was promised to be 
appointed one of the king's chaplains ; and had a prospect of 
such other preferment as was sufiicient to satisfy his wishes." 
(See p. 110, this volume.) 

That Mr. Home must have zealoudy supported some admi- 
nistration is evident from the expression of Junius in his letter 
of July 9, 1771, viz: "Mr. Home's new zeal in support of 
administration.** He certainly never supported any adminis-* 
tration except it were that of the Grenville. No conmientator on 
the letters of Junius has attempted an explanation of the above 
remark. Woodfall is silent upon it, for reasons before stated : 
or rather he endeavors to draw off the attention of the reader 

19 
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from its import, by saying in a note, that ** Home had l<Hig zeal 
ously fought on the side of the stanchest Whigs, and was an 
active member of th6 society for the support of the Bill of 
Rights, which had just dischaiged Wilkes's d^bts," ^ic. What 
had all this to do with the support of a particular administration ? 
The Grenville, the Rockingham, and the Grafton administra- 
tions all pretended to whigism. 

Mr. Home's violent philippic against the government, but 
more particularly against lords Bute and Mansfield, entiUed 
*^ The Petition of an Englishman," was published in 1765 ; but 
it must have been after the dismissal of Mr. Grenville. 

Although lord Bute was not in office at this time, yet, it is 
stated by Mr. Miller, in his history of this period, that ^ Since 
the earl of Bute's retirement from public business, the agents 
of faction (as he calls them) had been indefatigable in their 
endeavors to make the multitude beUeve, that no important 
measure was determined upon by govemment without his pri- 
vate advice ; and that his successors in office were but nominal 
substitutes, or rather mere puppets exhibited on the stage, while 
he stood behind the curtain managing the wires that regulated 
all their motions. The great popular speakers iA both houses 
of parliament took care to countenance, and, as far as they 
were<able, to strengthen those reports by frequent insinuations 
of a secret influence." 

Having made the foregoing digression, and the ^ North Bri- 
ton" being alluded to by lord Chatham and Mr. Wilkes, and aa 
No. 45 of the series, in consequence of the notice taken of it 
by the govemment, became a document of very ciMisiderable 
importance at the time, and is now often spoken of, I will here 
give an abstract of it ; in which will be included the passages 
to which objections were made in the Information filed in the 
King's Bench, by the attorney general against the publisher, Mr. 
George Kearsly. 

THE NORTH BRITON— No. 45. 

April 23, 1762. 

[The following advertisement appeared in all Uio papers on the 13tb of April • 
The North Briton makes his appeal to the good sense, and to the candour of the 
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JEngliBh natkuL f n the present unsettled and fluctuating state of the oAiiitiufra- 
Uon, he is really fearfiil of falling into involuntary errors, and he does not wish to 
mislead. All his reasonings have been built on the strong foundation of /odi ; 
and he is not yet infonned of the whole interior state of government with such 
mbuUe jwediion, as now to venture the submitting his crude ideas of the present 
pohtical crisis to the discerning and impartial public The Scottish minister'* 
has indeed retired. Is his influence at an end 1 or does he stiU govern by the 
three wretched tools of his power,t who, to their indelible infamy, haye supported 
the most odious of his measures, the late igUominious Peace, and the wicked 
extension of the arbitrary mode of Excise ? The North Briton has been steady 
in his opposition to a singly insolent incapable, despotic minister ; and is equally 
ready, in the service of his country, to combat the tripU^headed Cerberean admin- 
istration, if the Scot is to assume that motley form. By him every arrangement 
to this hour has been made, and the notification has been as regularly sent by 
latter under his hand. It therefore seems clear to a demonstration, that he 
intends only to retire into that situation, wl^h he held before he first took the 
seals ; I mean the dictating to every part of the king's administration. The 
North Bnton desires to be understood, as having pledged himself a firm and 
uitrepid assertor of the rigfits of his fellow^subjects, and of the hbeities of 
Wbios and EnolmbiiuiO 

Genus orationis atrox, et vehemens, cui opponitur lenitatis et mansuetudinis. 

Cicero. 

" The kifig^s speech has always been considered by the legis- 
lature, and by the pubUc at lai^, as the speech of the minister. 
It has regularly, at the beginning of every session of parliament, 
been referred by both houses to the considerationof a committee, 
and has been generally canvassed with the utmost freedom, when 
the minister of the crown has been obnoxious to the nation. The 
ministers of this free country, conscious of the undoubted pri- 
vileges of so spirited a people, and with the terrors of parlia- 
ment before their eyes, have ever been cautious, no less with 
regard to the matter, than to the expressions, of speeches^ which 
they have advised the sovereign to make from the throne, at the 
opening of each session. They well knew that an honest house 
of parliament, true to their trust, could not fail to detect the 
fallacious arts, or to remonstrate against the daring acts of vio- 
lence, committed by any minister. The speech at die close of 
the session has ever been considered as the most secure method 



* Earl of Bute. 

t The eails of Egremont and Halifax, and O. Grenville, Esq. 
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of promulgating the favorite court creed among the vulgar ? 
because the parliament, which is the constitutional guardian of 
the liberties of the people, has in this case no opportunity of 
remonstrating, or of impeaching any wicked servant of the 
crown. 

^' This week has given the public the most abandoned instance 
of ministerial effrontery ever attempted to be imposed on man* 
kind. The minister's speech of last Tuesday, is not to be paral- 
leled in the annals of this country. I am in doubt, whether the 
imposition is greater on the sovereign, or on the nation. Every 
friend of his country must lament that a prince of so many- 
great and amiable qualities, whom England truly reveres, can 
be brought to give the sancfton of his sacred name to the most 
odious measures, and to the most unjustifiable public declara- 
tions, from a throne ever renowned for truth, honor, and un- 
sullied virtue. I am sure all foreigners, especially the king of 
Prussia, will hold the minister in contempt and abhorrence. 
He has made our sovereign declare, " My expectations have 
been fully answered by the happy effects which the several 
allies of my crown have derived from this salutary measure of 
the definitive Trecity ; the powers at war with my good bro- 
ther, the king of Prussia, have been induced to agree to soch 
terms of accommodation, as that great prince has approv- 
ed ; and the success which has attended my negociation, has 
necessarily and immediately diffused the blessings of peace 
through every part of Europe.'' The infamous fallacy of this 
whole sentence is apparent to all mankind : for it is known, 
that the king of Prussia did not barely appraue^ but absolutely 
dictated, as conqueror, every article of the terms of peace. No 
advantage of any kind has accrued to that magnanimous prince 
from our negociations, but he was basely deserted by the Scot- 
tish prime minister of England. He was known by every court 
in Europe to be scarcely on better terms of friendship Acre, 
than at Vienna; and he was betrayed by us in the treaty of peace. 
What a strain of insolence, therefore, is it in a minister to lay 
claim to what he is conscious aU his efforts tended to prevent, 
and meanly to arrogate to himself a share in the fame and glory 
of one of the greatest princes the world has ever seen ? 
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^ In vain wiU such a minister, or the foul dregs of his power, 
the tools of corruption and despotism, preach up in the speech 
that spirit of concordy and that obedience to the laws, which is 
essential to good order. They have sent the spirit of discord 
throu^ the land, and I will prophecy that it will never be ex- 
tinguished, but by the extinction of their power. Is the spirit 
of concord to go hand in hand with the peace and excise through 
this nation? Is it to be expected between an insolent exciseman^ 
and eipeer^entleman,freeholderyOrfarmeryWhose private houses 
are now made tiable to be entered and searched at pleasure ? 
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire, and in general all the cider 
counties, are not surely the several counties which are alluded to 
in the speech. The spirit of concord hath not gone forth among 
tibem ; but the spirit of liberty has, and a noble opposition has 
been given to the wicked instruments of oppression. A nation 
as sensible as the English, wiU see that a spirit of concordj-^hea 
they are oppressed, means a tame submission to injury, and that 
a spiritof liberty ought then to arise, and I am sure ever will,^ 
in proportion to the weight of the grievance they feel. Every 
legal attempt of a contrary tendency to the spirit of concord vrill 
be deemed a justifiable resistance, warranted by the spirit of 
the EngUsh constitution J* 



CHAPTER IX. 

FROM 1788 TO 1769. 



Account of Mr. Homers exertions to bringto justice the murderers 
of AUerij Bigby^ and George Clarke. — His interference in the 
of air of John Doyle^ and John Valline. — Comparison of his 
conduct with that of Junius in the foregoing cases. 

Mr. HoKifB returned to England during the summer of 1767 ; 
and leaving the young gentieman committed to his care at the 
paternal mansion, he repaired to his vicarage, and resumed 
bis former course of life. Having previously resumed his 
black coaty he proceeded as before to discharge the various 
functions attached to his office ; which during his absence, 
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« 

had been ably 8i^>plied by a curate. He had now held the 
chapelry of Brentford during a period of aeven years, and was 
greatly respected by all around him, not only on account of 
his moral, but his companionable qualities, of both which, aO 
men either are, or pretend to be judges, while his singular talents 
hitherto undeveloped to the public at large, were only unveiled 
to a few who knew how to admire and appreciate them. 

The well known politician with whom he had beoome 
acquainted at Paris, in 1767, most unexpectedly offered himaelf 
about this period,* as a candidate for the county of Middlesex. 
Although the minister of Brentford was not ignorant of the 
vices of that celebrated character, yet he well knew how ta 
distinguish between him and his cause : against the former, he 
WBB constantly on his guard ; while in respect to the latter, he 
had always been favorable to it, and that too in no ordinary 
degree. Of his talents and intrepidity he was well assured, and 
by this time, he was not so ignorant of the world, as ^ther to 
hope or expect that no one except a man of an immaculate 
character, should eirter the forum as an advocate for popular 

right8.t 

In May, 1768, a riot took place in St Geoige's Fields, and 
the military being called in, a young man of the name of Allelic 
who was afterwards proved to be an innocent and distant 
spectator, was unhappily put to death. Mr. Gillam, a magistrate 
who had given the orders to fire, was afterwards tried for his 
life, and on his acquittal, a copy of the indictment was granted 
him by the court, in express opposition, however, to the opinicm 
of Mr. justice Gould, one of the judges who presided. 

On these, as on all similar occasions, Mr. Home repeatedly 
exposed his life to collect the witnesses, secure the supposed 
murderers, and bring the authors and actors to justice. He was 
at first promised by the party in opposition, that a parliamentary 
inquiry should take place in reqpect to that transaction ; and in 



* In March, l768.-.4m. Edtt. 

t Here follows a long account of Mr. Wilkes's electioneering campaign in 
Middlesez, which is suffideDtly detailed in the letten of H<mie to WQkea, wkddi 
will hereafter appear. 



r 
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ooAfleqiieiice of their intended intervention, forbore to puUish 
the particulars, contenting himself with merely stating a few 
facts to the freeholders of the county, assembled at the Mile- 
End aasembly-room. It was he, also, who supported the widow 
Bigby in ^ the appeal of blood,^ against the murderers of her 
husband. Being aware, from his knowledge of the ancient 
laws, that in a case of this kind, the kmg's pardon, which had 
been lately pleaded, could be of no ayail, he retained Mn 
Dunning at his own expense ; but so novel was the practice, 
and so many the obstacles thrown in the way of that great 
advocate by the lord chief justice of the King's Bench, that it 
was found almost impossible to proceed.* 

He also, nearly at the same time, interposed to bring Edward 
M^uiiii, a chairman of notorious bad character (who had been 
Ured during the election at Brentford,) to justice, for the 
murder of Geoige Clcurke ; but, although he was convicted of 
the crime by the verdict of a jury, yet the ministers were pre^ 
vailed upon to grant a free pardon to the offender. On this occa- 
sion, Mr. John Foot, a suigeon, deposed, that the blow given 
had proved fatal to the deceased, and afterwards published an 
able pamphlet on this subject, which obtained him great credit ; 
but I have since discovered by an original document, that 
although the chirur^al facts proceeded from his pen, yet that, 
with this exception alone, the whole of that very popular pro- 
duction was written by this zealous partisan of popular rights. 

Nor did his intrepidity on this occasion prove less conspicu- 
ous than his talents. Thinking there might be some difficulty 
in obtaining a virarrant from the magistrates to apprehend the 
rioters during the election at Brentford, he determined to effect 
his purpose by means of the constable of the night alone. 
Accordingly, accompanied only by that officer, he actually seized 
those who had participated in the murder of Clarke, while they 
were assembled at an ale-house in the neighbourhood of Covent 
Crarden, although one of them on account of his gigantic figure, 



*■ Mr. SiepheiiB here rabjoins in a note, an account of the murder of John 
JBigby, by two biotheni of the name of Kennedy ; th^ purport of which is given 
in G. Woodfall's Juniue, which I shall soon cepy.— 



152 SKBTCH OF THE LIFB OF 

had been ironically denominaled ^the infent," and, notwithstaadk 
ing liquor had been freely distributed, made them prisoners.* 

An event occurred about this period, which serves to shoMr 
that the subject of these memoirs, had already turned his attri- 
tion to some of the most abstruse and difficult questicms coa- 
nected with the theory and practice of Snglish juri^rudence. 

In 1769, when his frieiids the aldermen Townshend and 
Sawbridge, happened to be sheriffs of London and Middlesex, 
sentence was passed at the Old Bailey, on John Doyle and John 
Valline, two Spital Fields weavers, who had been capitally con- 
victed in the followmg words : ^ You, the prisoners at the bar, 
shall be taken from hence to the place from whence you came, 
and from thtoce to the usual place of executbn ; whero you 
are to be severally hanged by the neck till you are dead, and 
may God Almighty be merciful to your souls.'' On Thursday 
the 9th of November, Mr., afterwards Sir James Eyre, the 
recorder, issued an order for their execution, in which he 
departed from the tenor of his former judgment, by means of 
the following additional clause, tending to aggravate the punish- 
ment : 

*' And whereas it hath been duly signified to me, that it is his 
majestffs pleasure^ that the said sentence be executed in the 
most convenient place, near BethnalGreenChuroh,in the county 
of Middlesex : now it is hereby ordered, tliat the execution of 
the said sentence be made and done upon them, the said John 
Doyle and John Valline, on Wednesday the 15th day of this 
instant November; at the most convenient place near Bethnal 
Green Church, in the said county of Middlesex.'' 

No sooner was Mr. Home acquainted with this ciroumstance, 
than be condemned the alteration as a palpable deviation from 
the sentence, and not only denounced every variance on the 
part of the executive as illegal, but actually maintained that 
a literal obedience to the warrant would incur the. guilt of 
murder.f 



• • I 



* Here follows an account of Mr. Home's diflferenoe with the dake of Bedford 
which will be fully commented upon hereafter. 

t Thi^ was probably founded on the opinion of lord Coke, who obflenrea, *' the 
judgment doth belong to the judgei and he cannot alter it ; and the ezecutioii 
belongs to the sherifT; and he cannot alter it." 
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The sheriffs startled at an assertion of so singular an import, 
proceeding from the lips of a man already considered as a great 
constitutional authority, determined to take the best possible 
advice on this subject ; and a case was accordingly stated for 
the opinion of Mr. sergeant Glynn. This, which is short and 
simple, appears to have been either drawn up with the privity 
or penned by Mr Home himself.''^ 

On November 30th, it was notified in an official letter, that 
the judges were of opinion, ^ that the time and place of execu- 
tion are in law no part of the judgment ; and that the recorder's 
warrant was a lawful authority to the sheriffs, as to the time 
and place of execution." 

On this the sheriffs complained to the lord chancellor, of a 
*' naked opinion," on the part of the judges ; and lament, '* that 
their doubts are overruled without being satisfied." They, 
however, at length complied, and the two prisoners were ac- 
cordingly executed, at Bethnal Green, Dec. 6, 1769, by the 
civil power alone, as the sheriffs refused to accept of any mili- 
tary assistance whatsoever. From this moment, however, the 
mode of passing sentence has been altered, so as to accord with 
the objections before stated, and prevent any variation between 
the judgment and the order for execution. 

Mr. Home afterwards published the particulars of this 
transaction, under the title of ^ Genuine Copies of all the Let- 
ters winch passed between the lord Chancellor and the Sheriffs 
of London and Middlesex, &c. relative to the execution of 
Doyle and Vallinef." 



* Here are given the opinion of Mr. Glynn, and the letten which passed 
between lord 6aaiden, then chancellor, and the sheriffi upon this snbject. 

t Printed for R. Davis, in Piccadilly, 1770, with the following motto : 
" In reboB novis constituendis, 
Ant urg«i8 neoeesitasaut evidens utilitas.'''*' 

We feel not the one, we see not the other. 

Sir F. Baem^i Quofolien and Cmnmmt, 



* lo CfttUabiiiK oew ImtitutioiM, tberc ihouM Im ehlier urgent neccnity or obvioui atility.— ilffi. EdU. 

20 
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Such of these papers, as vrere written* by Mr. Home, (and 
there is reason to suppose that he either penned or dictated all 
such as were subscribed with the names of the two city mag^ 
trates,) abound with able, learned, and sententious remarks. 
The notes too, are at once recondite and curious. Both will 
be prized by those whose studies have been directed to consti- 
tutional investigations, on account of their respective merits ; 
and while the lawyer may be inclined to praise them for their 
research, the logician must at the same time be pleased with the 
order, skill, and ingenuity of the alignments. 



It will, no doubt, be satisfactory to the reader to see how 
exactly Home and Junius concur in sentiment ; how these con- 
genial spirits — idem et alter — labored together for the obtain- 
ment of the same end ; who, if they possessed two bodies, 
were certainly actuated by the same principles and souL 

In regard to the affair of St George's Fields, the reader is 
referred to extracts before made respecting lord Barrington's 
conduct in this case, p. 56, this volume ; and also to Junius^s 
letters. No. 37. In addition to which I transcribe No. 34, <^ 
his misceUaneous letters : 

Ththe Prinier of the PtMic Advertiser. 

19 May, 1768. 

Sir, — ^An officer of the guards on whose veracity I can rely, 
has informed me, that the secretary at war has thought proper 
to write a letter of thanks to the commanding officer of the 
troops lately employed in St. George's Fields.* The substance 



+ As this letter is frequently alluded to by Junius in the course of the present 
woik, we shall here insert a copy of it :-» 

War Office, 11 May, 1768. 
Sir,— HaTing this day had tiie honor of mentioning to the king the behavior 
of the detachments from the several battalions of foot-guaxds which have been 
lately employed m assisting the civil magistrates, and preserving the public peace, 
I have great pleaaure m infonning you, that his majesty highly approved of the 
conduct of both the officers and men, and means that his majesty's appiobatioii 
should be communicated to them through you. Employing the troops on 00 dis. 



f 
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of ity as well as I can remembery is rather of an esctraordinaiy 
nature, and I diink deserves the attention and consideration of 
the public. I understand that his lordship thanks them in the 
king^s name, for their good behaviour, and assures them, that 
his majesty highly approves of their conduct He farther 
engages his promise, that whatever bad consequences may 
ensue, they may depend upon the utmost assistance and support 
that his office can afford them.* Without entering into the 
evidence on which the coroner^s verdict against an officer and 
some scJdiers of the guards vras founded, I shall not scruple to 
say that this mention of the king's name is very improper and 
indecent. The father of his people undoubtedly laments the 
fatal necessity which has occasioned the murder of one of his 
subjects, but cannot be supposed to apprtfve highly of a con^ 
duct which has had dreadfiil consequences. An event of this 
dioctdng nature may admit of excuse and mitigatipn from cir« 
cumstances of necessity, but can never be the object of the 
highest royal apprAation ;--4nuch less was it proper to signify 



asreeable a service always gives me pain; but the circumstances of the times 
make it necessary. I am persuaded they see that necessity, and will continue^ 
as they have done, to perform their duty with alacrity ; I beg you will be pleased 
to assure them that oTer^possible regard shall be shown to them ; their zeal and 
good bdiavior upon this occasion deserve it ; and in case any disagreeable cir- 
cumstance should happen in the execution oS their duty, they shall have every 
defence and protection that the law can authorise, and this office can give. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant, 

BAaaiNOTON. 

Field officer in stafTwaiting for the three regiments of foot-guards. 

Officers for guard on Saturday neact, lieut od. Grom, &c &c. — Ei* 

* In the riot here alluded to, which originated from a vast concourse of people 
assembled together opposite the King's Bench prison, on May 10, in the ezpectsp 
tion that Wilkes would be liberated from it on this day in order to take his seat 
in pariiament, (it being the first day of its session,) about fourteen persons were 
shot and more wounded by the precipitate firing of the military. Among the rest 
was a young man of the name of Allen, virho had taken no part in the tumidt, and 
waa slain in an out>house belonging to Us fiither, (who lived in the neighbor- 
hood,) in the very act of imploring mercy of the soldiers Ytbo shot him. Some 
of the military more immediately engaged were secured by the dvil power, and 
were on the point of taking their trial for thh mvrder. And it is to this transac- 
tion the letter allndes. — Ed, 
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such strong approbation of a conduct which includes a fa«t still 
mbjudicey and the particulars of which are not yet known with 
any degree of certainty. 

The secretary at war would have done better in confining his 
l€;jtter to the expression of his own sentiments. What he has. 
said for himself, if I am rightly informed, will require more wit 
than he possesses to defend. For the mere benefit of the law^ 
I presume, the prisoners will hardly thank him* It is a benefit 
they are entitled to, and will certainly have, whether he and bis 
oflice interfere or not. If he means any thing more, let him. 
look to his words. But I hold it to be highly unconstitutional 
as well as illegal, to promise ofiicial support and protection to 
either party in a criminal case wherein the king prosecutes for 
the loss of his subject. There is a degree of foUy in a minister 
of the crown signing such a letter which looks like infatuation y 
but I hope the court of King's Bench, or some other court, will 
let him know wiiat the law c;9\\%cibetment and maintenance, and 
bring him to his senses, ' Yours, 

Fiat Jvsticu. 

Junius refers to the case of Bigby, as follows, in his letters. 
No. 39, dated May 28, 1770 : 

" At any other period, I doubt not, the scandalous disorders, 
which have been introduced into the government of all the de- 
pendencies of the Empire, would have roused the attention of 
the public. The odious abuse and prostitution of the preroga- 
tive at home — ^the unconstitutional employment of the military 
— ^the arbitrary fines and commitments by the house of lords, 
and court of King's Bench ; — the mercy of a chaste and pious 
prince extended cheerfully to a wilful murderer, because that 
murderer is the brother of a common prostitute,* would, I think, 
at any other time, have excited universal indignation.f But 



* Miss Kennedy. 

t Matthew and Patrick Kennedy had been condenmed to sufler death for the 
murder of John Bigby, a watchman. Their sister, Miss Kennedy, was a prosti- 
tute well known to many of the courtiers of the day, and her intercession availed 
to attain for them, first a respite, and afterwards a pardon. The widow of Bigby, 
Nevertheless, laid an appeal against the murderers ; and a new trial was appointed. 
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die daring attack upon the constitution, in the Middlesex elec- 
tion* makes us callous and indifferent to inferior grievances. 
No nian regards an eruption upon the surface, when the noble 
parts are invad^» and he feels a mortification approaching to 
his h^lLrt" 

lifQuirk's case is thus noticed by Junius, in letter, No. 8, 
addressed to the duke of Grafton, dated March 18, 1769 : 
. ** By what judicious management have you contrived it, that 
the only act of mercy to which you ever advised your sove- 
reign, far from adding to the lustre of a character truly gracious 
and benevolent, should be received with universal disapproba- 
iioa and disgust 7 I shall consider it as a ministerial measure, 
because it is an odious one, and as your measure, my lord duke, 
because you are the minister. 

As long as the trial of this chairman was depending, it 
was natural enough that government should give him every 
possible encouragement and support. The honorable service 
for which he was hired, and the spirit with which he per- 
formed it, made common cause between your grace and him. 
ITie minister, who by secret corruption, invades the free- 
dom of elections, and the ruffian, who, by open violence 
destroys that freedom, are embarked in the same bottom ; they 
have the same interests, and mutually feel for each other. To 
do jujstice to your grace's humanity, you felt for M'Quirk as you 
ought to do ; and if you had been contented to assist him indi- 
rectly, without a notorious denial of justice, or openly insulting 
the sense of the nation, you might have satisfied every duty of 
political friendship, vrithout committing the honor of your sove- 
reign, or hazarding the reputation of his government. But 



The fiiends of Miss Kennedy, however, bought them off by a present to the 
widow of three hundred and fifty pounds ; and, in consequence, she desisted from 
appearing against the prisoners when they were arraigned.— JS4. 

To a statement similar to the above, Mr. Stephens, in his Life of Tooke, adds : 
The money was " advanced by a nobleman with whom Misa K. then lived. Mr. 
Home Tooke lately assured me, that the late Mr. Arthur Murphy was the person 
who paid the money ; and that Mrs. Bigby, after haggling for a long time as to 
the amount, finally insisted on the whole being paid in gold !"— «^iii. JB<itf. 
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when this unhappy man had been solemnly tried, conTictedy 
and condemned ; when it appeared that be had been frequently 
employed in tht same services, and that no excuse for him 
could be drawn either from the innocence of his former life, or 
the simplicity of his character ; was it not hazarding too much, 
to interpose the stren^ of the prerogative between this felon 
and the justice of his country V* 

Junius also addressed the following letter to the Printer of 
the Public Advertiser, on this subject, dated June 6, 1769. (See 
Miscellaneous Letters, No. 66.) 

« Sir — ^I wish the duke of Grafton had thought proper to take the 
opinion of our gracious queen's solicitor-general* before he par- 
doned M'Quiris:. That worthy lawyer is never at cross purposes 
with himself,and I dare say would have maintained the same doc- 
trine in his closet which he has delivered for 'the instruction of 
the public. He says in his last volume, p. 12, ' that the pains of 
death ought never to be inflicted, but when the offender appears 
incorrigible : which may be collected either from a repetition 
of minuter offences, or from the perpetration of some one 
crime of deep malignity, which of itself demonstrates a dispo- 
sition without hope or probability of amendment ; and in such 
cases it would be cruelty to the public to defer the punishment 
of such a criminal, till he had an opportunity of repeating per- 
haps the worst of villanies.' 

What would this most respectable of all possible lawyers 
have thought of granting a pardon to a culprit, who had not 
only been convicted of a repetition of offences, and those not 
minute but atrocious, but who had actually committed murder? 
He certainly would have called it something more than cnielty 
to the public His knowledge of the laws would have told him 
that the purpose for which this villain was employed by the 
ministry, was treason against the constitution ;t that it was the 



* Sir William Bladotone. 

t In reference to Sir W. Blackstone's opinion relating to the Middlesex elec- 
tion. See Junius, No. 18. 
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highest aggravation of the crimes he committed in prosecution 
of it ; — that murder, simply considered, is only an injury to the 
individual who suffers; or in the most enlai^d sense, to society, 
in the loss of one of its members ; — but that when it is con- 
nected with, and founded on, the idea of destroying the consti- 
tution of the state (which as far as Mr. M'Quirk's labors could 
be s(q>poBed to operate was certainly the case,) it then compre- 
hends every quality, which ean make an offence of this sort 
criminal in the eye of the law ; — ^the injury to the individual ; — 
a breach of the public peace and security in a civil light ; — and 
a violation of that political system, on which the liberty and 
happiness of the community depend. Mr. Blackstone would 
have told the fiery duke, that to pardon such an offender would 
not only be a most scandalous evasion of law and justice, but 
the grossest insult to the common understanding of the nation. 
Hb grace must then have apphed to some lawyer o[ a more 
flexible character. There is a man, for instance, who seems to 
have hoarded up atreasure of reputation, not to last him through 
life, but to squander away at one moment, with a foolish inde- 
oent prodigality ; — who is not ashamed to maintain an oral doc- 
trine directly opposite to that which he had written, nor to de- 
ceive the representative after instructing the collective body of 
the nation. This man would willingly have accommodated his 
authority to the purposes of administration ; and as for himself, 
he could eaSkr no loss, for which the vanity of an author would 
not have sufficiently consoled him. The respect due to his 
writings will probably increase with the contempt due to his 
character, and his works will be quoted, when he himself is 
forgotten or despised. SmpLBX." 

Mr. Home, on lus trial for a libel, (see Stephens's Life, vol. 
i. p. 455,) in his address to the jury, observed, "As for the chai^ 
itself, you cannot be ignorant that I am accused of the only 
unpardonable crime wluch can, at this time, be committed. I 
am accused of a libel. Murder, attended with the most aggra- 
vating circumstances, has been repeatedly pardoned ; and trea- 
son, the blackest treason, against the family on the throne, and, 
what is of more consequence to us than any family, against the 
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free constitution of this country, has been not only pardoned, 
but taken into favour ; and the estates of convict traitors have 
' been restored to them and to their families. 

'^Whilst mercy and forgiveness, gentlemen, have been thus 
flowing unnaturally, in a full stream, over the highest mountains 
of iniquity, has any one of you ever spied the smallest rivulet 
descendmg towards the valley of the libeller ? HaB any man so 
charged, ever yet met with mere/?'* 



CHAFFER X. 



FROM 1709 TO 1770. 



Dispute with George Onslow. — Junius and Home act as one 

man in this ajfair, — Reflections, 

It has already been remarked, that Mr. Home, at this period 
of his life, had distinguished himself as a preacher; and, not- 
vnthstanding the tumult of election contests and the continual 
bustle and confusion incident to so many political struggles, he 
now actually found time to compose and publish a sermon. 
This seems evidently to have been vnritten in the bitterness of 
disappointment : and, as it is supposed to be the only religious 
tract ever printed by him, a copious analysis shall be inserted 
in this place. 

The text is taken from Psalm Iv. 12, 13. 

"^ It was not an open enemy that hath done me this dishonor ; 
for then I could have borne it 

But it was even thou my companion, my guide, and my own 
familiar friend.^ 

The divine begins by acknowledging himself to be sensibly 
affected with the pathetic impatience of David, who in all his 
other trials i^pears patient and resigned ; but this he owns he 
could not bear. Few, it is observed, but have experienced a 
similar sensation. ^And because a disappointment in friend- 
ship is the most common, and at the same time, the most 
stinging of all others — ^Listen to me, while I propose to you a 
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method how yoa may escape this anguish and never know. 
*how sharper than a serpent's tooth it is to have a faithless 
friend/ &c.* 

In July, I76B9 Mr. Home engaged in a dispute with Mr. 
Geoi^ Onslow. This gentleman had been a warm supporter 
of the opposition, but having afterwards joined the court party, 
he obtained an office under the Grafton administration ; and 
was now both considered and treated as a deserter from the 
popular cause. 

The vicar of Brentford was not slow in exhibiting his resent- 
ments ; for at a public meeting of the freeholders of Surrey, 
assembled at Epsom, he attacked this gentleman, who then 
happened to be one of the knights of the shire, andya member 
of the privy council, '^ as a man who would promise fair, but 
was incapable of keeping his word ;" and he unadvisedly added. 
** that if Mr. Onslow would lay aside his privilege, he would lay 
aside lus gown.** 

Soon after this, the following letter appeal^ in the Public 
Advertiser. 

To the right honorable George Onshw^ Esq, 

** Sir, — ^I have heard from veiy good authority, that one of 
the lords of the treasury has gained a thousand pounds in a very 
conmion and usual manner, which is yet likely to be attended 
vrith a very uncommon and unusual consequence. Mr. ' 

appUed to the right honorable Mr. , for his interest for a 

certain lucrative post in America. The gentleman was informed 
that a thousand pounds placed in the hands of Mrs. --— -- would 



* This sermon had eyidently a personal bearing upon> Mr. Wilkes, and was so 
understood by him. Tliis single specimen is sufiicient to show, that the pro- 
fessioD chosen for Mr. Home by his parents was UJy adapted to his genius, and 
folly «ocounts for his anxiety to change it for that of the law. 

The remaik of Mr. Stephens, that Mr. Home, a regolar clergyman in orders, 
" actuaJly found time to compose and publish a sermon," will appear singular to 
the American reader ; as in this countiy clergymen are supposed generally to 
compose their own sermons. In England, however, it b said to be di^rent in 
respect to clergymen of the established church. — ^m. Edit. 
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insure him the piace. ^ Mr. not having the moneyy prevailed 

on colonel to join with him in a bond for that sum to the 

lady to whom he was directed. So far, sir, all is in the common 
track ; what follows is llie wonderfiil part of the transaction. 
This lord of the treasury kept his word, and the gentleman was 
appointed to the office he had paid for I and stranger still, lord 

^ who discovered this baigain and sale, is offended at it, 

and insists on the dismisraon of this lord of the treasury. Now» 
sir, I must entreat you to iavor one of your constituents with 
the name of this lord of the treasury ; for you no doubt, who 
sit at that board yourself, must be acquainted with him. 

A Freeholder of Surrey ." 

Ash Court, nth July, 1769. 

Thid letter was answered by Mr. Onslow as follows. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

July 16. 

^* Sir, — ^Having just now read a letter containing by evident 
insinuation, a most audacious attack upon my character, printed 
by you in your paper of Friday last, asserting a gross and 
infamous he from beginning to end : I do hereby publicly caU 
upon you to name tiie person from whom you received the 
account you have presumisd to publish. If you are either unable 
or unwilling to do this, I shall most certainly treat you as the 
author, and injustice both to myself and others, who are every 
day thus malignantly and wickedly vilified, i^all take the beat 
advice in the law, if an action will not lie for such atrocious 
defamation, and if I may not hope to make an example of the 
author of it,"* &c. signed, " George Onslow." 

In consequence of this threatening letter of Mr. Onslow^ 
Junius writes to his printer, Mr. Woodfall, ss follows : 

July 21, 1769, Friday night. 

" Sir, — ^Pray tell me whether George Onslow means to keep 
liis word with you about prosecuting. Yes or No will be suffi- 
cient. Your Licurgus is a Mr. Kent, a young man of good 
parts upon town. And so I wish you a good night. Yours. C 
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Junius having obtained the required information from Mr. 
Woodfaily ^ the writer of the first address, now authorised the 
printer to give Mr. Onslow his name, and once more attacked 
the honorable gentleman as follows, in the same paper, July 
38." 

To ihe right honorable George Onslow. 

^' CkxMl Sir, — If with another innocent man, lord Holland, you 
too, were ambitious to add to the list of Mr. Walpole's right 
honorable authors, you might, like him, have exposed yourself 
with more temper, and have called names in better English. 

I should be sorry to Ubel you by mistaking your meaning, but 
the strange manner of wording your first sentence leaves me 

at a loss to know whether you intend that my letter, or 

your own character * is a gross and infamous he from beginning 
to end.* 

You may save yourself the expense of taking ' the best ad- 
vice in the law.' Depend upon it you can never ' hope to make 
an example of the author, when the publisher is unable or 
unwilling to give up his name.' And you need not wait for a 
jury to determine, that * robbing a man is certainly a robbery.' 
But you should have considered, some months since, that it is 
the same thing whether the man be guilty or innocent ; and 

wheth^ he be robbed of his reputation or of his seat in 

parliament," 

" The letter written by you to Mr. Wilkes, tends more *to 
wound your character and honor' than any other, and yet you 
pass it over in silence. But you shall, if you please, prove to 
the world, that those who have neither character nor honor, 
may still be wounded in a very tender part their interest. 

« 

And I believe lord Hillsborough is too noble to suffer any lord of 
the treasury to prostitute his name and commission to baigains 
like that I have exposed ; but will, if he continues to preside at 
the board of trade, resolutely insist either on such lord's full jus- 
tification or dismission. Hinc ilke LackrynuB. 

You ' defy the whole world to prove a single word in my let- 
ter to be true ; or that the whole is not a barefaced, positive. 
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and entire lie/ The language of- the last part of this sentence 
is such as I can make no use of, and therefore I return it back 
on you to whom it belongs : the defiance in the first part I 
accept, and vrill disprove what you say." 

^ If any persons Imve done your character an injury by a 
chai^ of corruption, they are most guilty who so thoroughly be- 
lieved you capable of thatcrime,as topaya large s«n of mcMieyon 
the supposition : (an indignity which I protest I would not have 
offered to you, though you had negotiated the matter, and given 
the promise yourself.) And yet I do not find you at all angry 
with them when they tell you their opinion of you virithout 
scruple. 

Archbishop Laud thought to clear himself to posterity from 
all aspersions relative to popery, by inserting in his diary his 
refusal of a cardinal's hat, not perceiving the disgrace indelibly 
fixed on him by the offer. ' Mr. Bums has had the strongest 
recommendations from persons of undoubted veracity, and I 
believe on all accounts will be found to be perfectly capable 
and worthy of the empk>yment.' The letter from "Mrs. Bums 
to yoii does, by no means, declare her to be an idiot Colonel 

^ (whom you forbear to mention,) is a man of sense, an4 

well acquainted with the world. It is strange they should all 
three believe you capable of this crime, which, ' of all others, 
you most hold in abhorrence.* '* 

Mr. Home concludes this letter as follows : 

" Thus, sir, you see how f?ir I am from casting any reflection 
on your integrity : however, if notwithst^inding all I have said, 
you are still resolved to try the determination of a jury, take 
one piece of advice from me : do not think of prosecuting me 
for smnsimuitum: alter your charge beforeit comes upon record, 
to prevent its being done afterwards ; for though lord Mansfield 
did not know the difference between the words when he sub- 
stituted the one for the other, we all know very well now that 
it is the tenor^ and not th&purporty that must convict for a libel, 
which, indeed, almost everv student in the law knew before. 

A Freeholder op Surrey." 
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After the correspondence with Mr. Onslow was concluded, 
Junius writes to Mr. Woodfall as follows : 

Wednesday night, Aug. 16, 1769. 
** Sir, — ^I have been some days in the country, and could not 
conveniently send for your letter until this night. Your cor- 
rection was perfectly right ; the sense required it, and I am 
much obligedto you.** Here, I apprehend, Junius made a mis- 
take ; and that, instead of having been in the country, he came 
from Brentford to town for the purpose of obtaining informa- 
tion and advice respecting the Onslow affair. He adds, ^ I 
know Mr. Onslow perfectly. He is a falser silly fellow. De- 
pend upon it he will get nothing but shame by contending with 
Mr. Home."* Mr. Home said of Onslow, that he was ''a man 
who would promise fair, but was incapable of keeping his wordr 
Junius continues, ^ I believe 1 need not assure you that I have 
never written in any paper since I began in yours. As to 
Junius, I must wait (or fresh matter^ as this is a character which 
must be kept up with credit. Avoid prosecutions if you can ; 
but, above all things, avoid the houses of parHament, — there is 
no contending with them. At present you are safe, for the 
house of commons has lost all dignity, and dare not do any 
thing. Adieu, C." 

By the foregoing it appears, that Junius was anxious to assure 
Mr. Woodfall that, notwithstanding the diversion which had 
occurred, he had not quit his paper; and an action for defama- 
tion having already been commenced against him by Mr. Ons- 
low, he naturally advised his friend W. to avoid, if possible, the 
like predicament. As to Junius^ he must wait for fresh matter, 
as that was a character which required a very different style 
from that of " A Freeholder of Surrey." 

If Junius was not the author of this attack upon Mr. Onslow, 
why did he show so much anxiety about the threatened prose- 
cution? Why did he not leave the vmter to settle his ovm 



* Home, in hb second letter to Onslow, says, ** depmdupon Uj * you can nevei 
hofi^ to make an example of the author,' " &c. 



i"H"iiv«BiVM««IR«PipniRapiMVi«9i^HiBP«BaBiV'^"""«9i 



$ 
166 SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 

business? Why should he hazard an unnecessary risk of 
exposure by meddling with other people's. affairs? Why did he 
demand of Woodfall a laconic, categorical answer. Yes or No^ 
in regard to the prosecution ? What could Junius do in the case, 
provided the answer should be Y^s^ and he had no concern in 
the dispute ? 

Upon any other supposition than that Junius was the author 
of the letters signed " A Freeholder of Surrey," his conduct in 
this affair would appear impertinent, absurd, and ridiculous in 
the extreme. 

Let it be remembered also, that the whole of the correspon- 
dence of Home and Onslow upon this occasion is printed in 
6. Woodfall's edition of Junius, in notes, according to "^ the 
plan, as de.vised by the author^ which occupy upwards of six 
close printed pages, in brevier type ; and that this is done with- 
out any other apology than the slight notice taken of it in the 
private letters of Junius to Woodfall, as quoted above. This 
edition, the proprietor says, contains, '' as far as may, be, the 
PouncAL Works of Junius." The desire to embody the 
whole of the political writings of the author, is the only justifi- 
cation that can be given for obtruding this <:orrespondence 
among the letters of Junius. 

It is moreover, not unworthy of notice, that Mr. Home com- 
menced this warfare under a fictitious signature, which was his 
usual custom in his writings of this kind, although he has endea- 
vored to impress upon the public tnind a contrary opinion. 
But, in this case, being confident of success in a court of law, 
if an action should be brought against him, and having no objec- 
tion to a public quarrel with Mr. Onslow, he surrenders his 
name. 

Mr. Stephens continues the history of this dispute as follows: 
after concluding the second letter of Mr. Home, he says — 

'* As this letter was obviously an aggravation of the original 
attack, Mr. Onslow, who had by this time, perhaps, discovered 
himself unequal to a literary controversy vnth his unknown 
antagonist, determined to appeal to the laws for protection. 
Accordingly, on application to Mr. Henry Sampson Woodfall, 
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the {Mrinter, for the name of the author, the reply was: *^ The 
rev. Mr. Home, and he has authorised me to tell you so.'* Im- 
mediately cm this, instructioiis were given to commence an 
action against that gentleman, and greatly to the credit of the 
plaintiff, who had his choice of proceedings, this did not prove 
a prosecution at the suit of the king, on which occasion, the 
criminality and tendency of the supposed libel to disturb the 
public peace, would have been the only subjects for considera^ 
tion : but a civil suit in which the accusation must appear to be 
fidse as well as scandalous, in order to entitle the plaintiff to com* 
pensotion. The damages were laid at ten thousand pounds. 

The trial took place at Kingston, on Friday April 6, 1770, 
before Sir William Blackstone, and a common jury of the 
county of Surrey, when Mr. sergeant Leigh opened the cause 
in behalf of the plaintiff. After briefly and ably stating the 
Ugh rank and dignified situation of his client, he insisted, that 
the publication in question was a cruel and unjust attack on the 
diaracter of that gentleman, not by a ^ common scribbler,'' but 
a man of abilities, '^ surrounded by friends, well known to the 
world, and considerable enough to be taken notice of." He 
added, ^that it became Mr. Onslow, either to sink under this 
imputation, gross and false as it is, or to vindicate himself to a 
jury of his country ; and as for damages, he hoped they would 
be such as shall convince men for the future that, let their wit, 
capacity, or connexions be what they may, they shall hot dare 
to prostitute them to so bad a purpose, as to attack wantonly, 
and without foundation, their neighbor's reputation." 

On the examination of Mr. Woodfall, it appeared that the 
first letter, printed in No. 10,913, of the Public Advertiser, was 
the only one he vras authorized by the defendant to acknow- 
ledge, and the only one, concerning which the plaintiff had 
inquired. The second appeared in another paper, and the 
printer had been induced to publish it, in consequence of a note 
written, as he believes,, by Mr. Home, which could not now be 
produced. 

On this Mr. sergeant 61 jnnn objected to any account being given 
of awritten paper not produced in court, not destroyed by inevita- 
ble accident, or suppressed by the fraud of the defendant, the only 
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two cases wherein a person is permitted to give parole evidence. 
He added, ^ that the witness rested upon the testimony he was 
then giving, and of the conviction he hoped to obtain, to screen 
himself from prosecution ; and this was not surely a case, when 
the common, ordinary, established principle of law is to be 
departed from.** 

Mr. Justice Blackstone declared his opinion, " that* evidence 
should not be given upon memory of the hand-writing of a let- 
ter that is not produced, merely upon the comparison and simi- 
litude of hands ; and, if it rested oa that evidence, he could 
not permit the printed letter to be read as Mr. Home's^ without 
producing the written one." 

Mr. Woodfall being again called, observed, that, in general, 
he never kept letters, as it would require a room as big as the 
largest bam in the county to hold them — ^that he had lately 
moved from one house to another, on which occasion, he sup- 
poses the letter in question had been destroyed — and that he 
had searched for but could not find it. — On his cross-examina- 
tion, he acknowledged, that even the first letter was not pub- 
lished according to Mr. Home's direction — and that there was 
a material variation, consisting of the addition of esq. in the 
first line. 

Mr. Messing, who was also of counsel for Mr. Home, remark- 
ed, that Mr. Onslow had undertaken to prove the tenors and in 
this case, if there is any variation, however small, it would set 
aside this action : " There is a case,* where the word was noTf 
for 710^, the sense not being in the least altered, and the deter- . 
mination of the court was, that this variation was fatal. In the 
present instance there was also a variation, for it is written 

* Ash Court, 1 1 July* in the paper just read, whereas it is the 

* llth' in the record, which comes within the objection cited.** 

On an appeal to the court, it was decided, ^^ that they ought 
to prove the alleged libel mentioned in the declaration literatim^ 
in the words, letters, and figures ; if I admit the variation of a 
single letter," adds the judge, " I do not know where to stop : 



Queen and Drake, repoHed in Salkeld, 660. 
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if it ifl undertaken to prove the tenor of a libel, it must appear 
to be literally and numerically the same. Here the party has 
declared on Hnid purport^ which -would have altered the matter. 
I cannot make a case of it, as desired, for then there must be a 
verdict fcH* the plaintiff, which my brother Glynn will not con* 
sent to ; but a motion may be made to set aside the nonsuit 
and obtain a new trial, upon the ground of my being mistaken 
in point of law." 

In consequence of this decision, Mr. Home escaped witli 
impunity for the present ; but a new trial was soon after moved 
for in the court of King's Bench, on the ground of *^ misdirec- 
tion on the part of the judge.** After hearing counsel on both 
aides this was granted ; the usual preliminary steps were taken; 
and issue being once more joined by the parties^ the cause was 
set down for hearing at the ensuing Surrey assizes before a 
special jury. On that occasion, a new count was added to the 
former declaration, for 'defamatory words'* spoken before the 
freeholders of the county against one of their representatives. 

Although the defendant |Hd not plead his own cause, yet he 
interested himself greatly in all the proceedings ; and notwith- 
standing his hi^ opinion of the abilities of his advocates, 
he diflfered with them about the mode of conducting the suit. 
It finally appeared, indeed, that he was right as to an essential 
point of practice, for they were overruled as he had foreseen by 
the chief justice. « 

The earl of Mansfield who presided on this occasion, was 
accused by Mr. Home of hurrying on the cause a considerable 
time before the hour at which the jury had been summoned to 
attend, and in consequence of this, talesman were recurred to, 
for the purpose of filling up the places of five special jurors who 
had not yet arrived. Be this as it may, sergeant Gl}mn and 
Mr. Messing, both of whom had been again retained, insisted 
on the impropriety of prosecuting a constituent for making a 
chaige openly, and in the &ce of his representative who had 
thereby an opportunity of clearing himself if innocent. They 
also contended, that no action for words will lie unless specific 
damages were proved ; and above all, it was strongly and 

22 
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repeatedly asserted by them, that the evidence respecting the 
letters was insufficient and directly in opposition to all the re« 
ceived maxims of law. Notwithstanding this, the chief justice 
in liis charge, strongly urged the great impropriety, scandal, &c»y 
of the various accusations made, and the defamatory libel uttered 
by the defendant, after which the jury gave a verdict for the 
plaintiff, with four hundred pounds damages. 

Undaunted at the result, and doubtless rejoicing at an oppor- 
^.unity of contending with, and perhaps foiling this learned and 
eloquent judge at his own weapons, Mr. Home determined to 
appeal to a superior tribunal. Accordingly on November 8, 
1770, a rule was moved for in the court of Common Pleasy to 
show cause, why the second verdict should not be set aside, and 
the 26^A of same month was the day appointed for sh aigument 
on the question before the twelve judges. Mr. sergeant Glynn 
on this occasion re-stated his former reasons with his usual 
ability, and insisted that the last jury had acted not only under 
misdirection on the part of the judge, but that the latter had 
delivered a chaige to them, in express violation of the received 
principles of law. As this was deemed a point of great impor- 
tance to prevent a hasty decision, and give ample time (or 
deliberation, final judgment was adjourned until next term. On 
the recurrence of that period, the judges on April 17, 1771 
finally and unanimously declared in favor of the defendant, in 
iconsequence of which the second verdict was set aside. 

This, of course, afibrded no small exultation to Mr. Hoome, 
who had directed and superintended the proceedings : as he 
had thus publicly proved in the face of the whole nation, that 
the lord chief justice, great and able as he assuredly was, could 
not now be considered as infallible : and firom this day forwani, 
he took every opportunity to arraign the conduct, underrate the 
talents, and oppose the opinions of that celebrated man. Nor 
did his resentment against Mr. Onslow end here ; for he opposed 
him at the next general election, and being indefatigable in his 
canvass of the county, and a man of no common influence, con- 
tributed not a little to prevent his return. Perceiving the honor- 
able William Norton, now lord Grantley, and who had just 
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returned from hie travels, to be a young man of great hopes 
and promising talents, he warmly seconded his pretensions, 
which appear to have obtained general approbation, and that 
gentleman being accordingly elected, conducted himself so as 
to give entire satisfaction to all parties, until by the demise of 
his father, he became a peer of the realm. 

It wQl be observed, that Mr. Onslow had obtained a verdict 
against Mr. Home for 400L damages — that on Nov. 8, 1770, a 
rule was moved to show cause, why this verdict should not be 
set aside, and the 26th of the same month was appointed for an 
aigument on the question, before the twelve judges. 

This was a crisis in Mr. Home's affairs of some importance. 
A draft of 400/. with the additional costs of suit, on a country 
vicar, whose income amounted only ^ to between two and three 
hundred pounds per annum," would probably have put the 
parson to some inconvenience. The case called for the utmost 
exertion of the powerful mind of Mr. Home. What was to be 
done ? Boldly attack the chief justice. — ^Denounce him as a 
tyrant, unjust and partial in the exercise of his official duties. — 
Render Him odious to the people. — Represent him in such a 
manner, that his associate judges, for the preservation of their 
own characters, vnU refuse to support him. These aj^ar to 
have been the reflections of Mr. Home upon this occasion ; 
and accordingly on the 12th of November, four days after the 
application for a new trial, we find Junius writes a note to his 
printer, enclosing a philippic against lord Mansfield. 

The note to Mr. Woodfidl is in the following terms. 

Monday evening, Nov. 12, 1770. 

^ Sir,— The enclosed though begun within these few days, has 
been greatly labored. It is very correcdy copied, and I beg 
you will take care that it be literally printed as it stands. 1 don't 
think you run the least risk. We have gpt tiie rascal down, let 
us strangle him if it be possible. This paper should properly 
have appeared to-morrow, but 1 could not compass it, so let it 
be announced to-morrow, and printed Wednesday. If you 
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should have any fears, I entreat yon send it early enough to 
Miller, to appear to-morrow ni^t in the London Evening Post* 
In that case, you will oblige me by informing the public to» 
morrow in your own paper ^ that a real Junius will appear at 
night in the London. — ^MiUer, I am sure wiU have no scruples^ 
Lord Mansfield has thrown the ministry into confusion, by 
suddenly resigning the office of Speaker of the House of Lords. 

What necessity could there be for so much haste in this case, 
except to give sufficient time for his letter to have its intended 
effect before the meeting of the twelve judges 7 It is highly 
probable, that this exposure of lord Mansfield's proceedings 
caused the reversal of his decision in the case in question. 

The date of the letter to lord Mansfield, as usual with the 
communications of Junius, is taken from the date of the paper 
in which it appeared, viz. Nov. 14, 1770. 

A few extractis are made as follows : 

November 14^ 1 770. 

" My lord, — ^The appearance of this letter will attract the 
curiosity of the public, and command even your lordship's atten- 
tion. I am considerably in your debt, and shall endeavor,once 
for all, to balance the account Accept of this address, my 
lord, as a prologue to more important scenes, in which you will 
probably be called upon to act or suffer. 

You will not question my veracity, when I assure you, that it 
has not been owing to any particular respect for your person 
that I have abstained from you so long. Besides the distress 
and danger with which the press is threatened, when your lord* 
ship is party, and the party is to be judge, I confess I have been 
deterred by the difficulty of the task. Our language has no 
term of reproach, the mind has no idea of detestation, which has 
not already been happily apphed to you, and exhausted. Ample 
justice has been done by abler pens than mine, to the separate 
merits of your life and character. Let it be my humble office to 
collect the scattered sweets till their united virtue tortures the 
sense." 
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* ^'In contempt or ignorance of the common law of England^ 
you hare made it your study to introduce into the court where 
you preaide, maxims of jurisprudence unknown to Englishmen. 

The Roman code, the law of nations, and the opinion of 
foreign ciyifians, are your perpetual theme ; but who ever heard 
youmention Magna Charta, orthe BiUof Rights, with approbation 
or respect ? By such treacherous arts the noble simplicity and 
free spini of our Saxon laws were first corrupted. The Norman 
conquest was not complete, until Norman lawyers had intro- 
duced their laws, and reduced slavery to a system. This one 
leading principle directs your interpretation of the laws, and 
accounts for your treatment of juries. > It is not in political 
questions only (for there the courtier might be forgiven,) but 
let the cause be what it may, your understanding is equaUy on 
the rack, either to coniraei the power of the juryy or to mislead 
their judgment 

** Even in matters o( privaie property^ we see the same bias 
and inclination to depart from the decisions of your predeces- 
sors, whidi you certainly ought to receive as evidence of the 
common law. Instead of those certain positive rules by which 
the judgment of a court of law should invariably be determined, 
you have fondly introduced your own unsettled notions of 
equity and substantial justice. Decisions given upon such prin* 
dpfes do not alarm the public so much as they ought, because 
the consequence and tendency of each particular instance is 
not observed or regarded. In the mean time, the practice 
gams ground ; the court of King's Bench becomes a court of 
equity ; and the judge, instead of consulting strictly the law of 
the land, refers only to the wisdom of the court, andtothe purity 
of his own conscience.'* 

** When you invade the province of the jury, mmatterofUbd^ 
you, in effect, attack the liberty of the press, and with a singte 
strcAe, wound two of your greatest enemies. In tame instcmces^ 
you have succeeded^ because jurymen are too oflen ignorant of 
their own rights, and too apt to be awed by the authority of a 
chief justice." 

It may also be remariced, that during the pendency of the suit 
with Onslow, Junius, for the purpose of showing a want of cor- 
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rect and consistent principles in Mr. Onslow, addressed t&^ 
Printer of the Public Advertiser as follows : 

17 November, 1769. 

** Sir^ — ^I will not pretend to say that the enclosed letter is a 
very severe libel on its right honorable author ! And yet, Mr. 
Woodfall, you may safely print it ; for though we have laws 
against self-murder, there are none against self-libelling. 

A curious collection of correspondence,both political and amo« 
rous, has lately fallen into my hands, with which I shall fiom 
time to time furnish you, reserving the most extraordinary of 
both kinds till the last,|iotir la bornie houcke. 

The following is an extract of the letter enclosed by Junius^ 
from Geoi^ Onslow to John Wilkes : 

** My dear Wilkes, — I am very sorry to have been prevented 
seeing you to-day ; but I hope to have a good account of you 
by the Tetum of my servant who brings you this : perhaps yoa 
may be better if more of our friends besides myself have 
missed troubling you to-day ; as Fm sure, quiet and keeping 
down your wonderful flow of spirits must do you good. To 
most men in your situation such a caution would surely be 
needless, because men of less greatness of mind, and of a less 
noble spirit than yourself, would yield to such a load of damna- 
ble persecution, from the most dangerous administration that 
ever was in this country. But honest men like yourself know 
how to despise it and ihem^ and to rise superior to them all.*^ 
&c. 

Junius adds the foUowing note to his letter signed X. X. : 

" Mr. Onslow was at this time persecuting Wilkes with all 
the acrimony in his power, in unison with the duke of Grafton, 
both of whom had, a few years before, professed the wannest 
friendship for Wilkes. Mr. Home, not then at enmity with 
Wilkes, had just published the following letter, of a similar kind 
of which Wilkes had given him a copy : 

* To the Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

14 July, 1769. 

Su*,— ^any of your readers having seen an abuse on Mr. 
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Home, for the publication of a letter from Mr. Onslow to Mr. 
Wilkes, are desirous of seeing that original.' " 

Then follows the letter of Onslow to Wilkes as published by 
Mr. Home, much in the style of the foregoing, of which an 
extract is given. 

The animosity of Junius towards Mr. Onslow is farther ex* 
pressed in letter No. 44, April 22, 1771, in which, referring to 
doctrines maintained by Tories and Jacobites, he says, ^ If their 
present professions were sincere, I think they could not but be 
highly offended at seeing a question concerning parliamentary 
privilege unnecessarily started, at a season so imfavorable to 
the house of commons, and by so very mean and insignificant 
a person as the minor Ondowr 

On the foregCMng, Mr. Heron innocently remariks : ^ This 
gentleman had made himself odiaua to Junius and his friends 
by a prosecution against Mr. Home, on account of defamation 
in aspeech at a public meeting; in which Mr. Home said that 
though Mr. Ondow should promise his assistance^ he uxndd not 
believe him/' Mr. Heron had foigotten that Junius pretended 
to know nothing more of Home than what the latter had ootn- 
municated to the public by his letters^ alluding to those addressed 
to Wilkes, which were commenced in January preceding the 
dat^ of the above letter, and are said to have rendered him 
inimical to Home. The fact is, the commentators upon Junius 
have been completely omfused by his artful, cunning manage* 
ment. 



CHAPTER XI. 

FROM 1770 TO ITH. 

Mr. Home suggests the ideaofaReply to the king^ and obtains 
a Statue for the lord mayor — Founds the ^Society for Sup- 
porting the BiU of Bights — Countenances Bingky in his 
Refusalto answer Interrogatories. 

Mbahwhile the ministers still remained unpopular, and the 
comty of Middlesex, which was deprived of the services of its 
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representative, wob eager, on all occasions, to attack their prin- 
ciples and impeach their conduct. On turning to the proceed- 
ings of this period, it will be found that the yicar of Brentfind 
was not idle. Incited by his usual enthusiasm, he not only 
acted a conspicuous part on every public occasion, but for a 
time exercised a kind of paramount jurisdicticn over aU thepolu 
tical proceedings of that day. A variety of proofs of his influ- 
ence might be here readily adduced ; and the following extract 
from an address of the jfreeholders to the king, moved and 
carried by him, April 30, 1770, at the Mile-End assembly room, 
vnll at least tend to show that the language of those times was 
not deficient in energy. 

''Your majesty's servants have attacked our liberties in the 
most vital part ; they have torn aveay the very heart-strings of 
the constitution, and have made those very men the instrumonttt 
of our destruction, whom the laws have appointed as the imme- 
diate guardians of our freedom. Yet, although we feel the 
utmost indignation against the factions, the honest defenders of 
our rights and constitution will ever claim our praise : but that 

• 

the Uberties of the people have been most grossly violated by 
the corrupt influence of ministers, since the days of Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, is too notorious to require either illustraticxi er 
comment'' 

Not only petitions, but remonstrances to the throne, were at 
this moment meditated in various places. The counties of Mid- 
dlesex and Surrey had requested his majesty to dissolve the 
parliament, in aonsequence of the illegal rejection of Mr. 
Wilkes by the house of commons, afler having been retunied 
for the fourth time, as knight of the shire. On March 28, 1770, 
the city of Westminster also voted a remonstrance, in which 
an allusion was made '' to the same secret and unhappy influence 
tovdiich all their grievances had been originally owing." 

Nearly at the same time the lord mayor, aldermen, and livery 
of the city of London, in conunon hall assembled, resolved on 
^ an humble address, remonstrance, and petition." But on the 
sheriffs repairing as usual to St. James's, to know his majesty's 
pleasure as to the day when they shouU attend to present the 
same, some difficulties were started on the part of the ministers : 
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however, in consequence of the spirited conduct of Mr. Town- 
send, the senior sheriff, who declined the intervention of the two 
secretaries of state, and refused to communicate to any other 
person than the king the subject of their message, an audience 
was at length obtained. On this occasion the citizens, as usual^ 
complain to the sovereign : ^ that, under the same secret and 
malign influence, which, through every successive administra- 
tion, has defeated every good, and suggested every bad inten- 
tion, the majority of the house of commons have deprived your 
people of their dearest rights. They have done a deed more 
mittous in its consequences, (add they,) than the levying of ship- 
money by Charles the First, or the dispensing power assumed 
by James the Second. A deed which must vitiate all the future 
]m)ceedings of this parliament, for the acts of the legislature 
itself can no more be valid without a legal house of commons, 
than without a legal prince upon the throne. 

Representatives of the people are essential to the making of 
laws, and there is a time when it is morally demonstrable, that 
men cease to be representatives ; the time is now arrived : the 
present house of conmions do not represent the people." 

** The forms of the constitution, like those of religion, were 
not established for the form's sake, but for the substance ; and 
we call God and men to witness, that,as we do not owe our liberty 
to those nice and subtle distinctions, which places, and pensions^ 
and hierative employments have invented ; so neither will we 
be deprived of it by them ; but as it was gained by the stem 
virtue <£ our ancestors, by the virtue of their descendants it 
shall be preserved. 

Since, therefore the misdeeds of your majesty's ministers, in 
viobitii^ the freedom of election and depraving the noble con- 
stitution of parliament, are notorious, as well as subversive of 
the fundamental laws and liberties of this realm ; and since 
your majesty, both in honor and justice, is obliged inviolably to 
preserve them, according to the oath made to God and your 
subjects at your coronation : we, your majesty's remonstrants, 
assure ourselves, that your majesty will restore the constitu- 
tional government and quiet of your people, by dissolving this 

23 
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parliament^ and removing these evil ministers for ever from your 
councils.^ 

His majesty, in his answer, was pleased to signify his concern, 
that any of his subjects should be so far misled, as to offer such 
an address and remonstrance. He at the same time pronounced 
the contents to be ** disk^spectful to him, injurious to his parlia- 
ment, and irreconcilable to the principles of the constitution.'* 

There can be but little doubt that Mr. Home was minutely 
acquainted with every thing relative to this famous remon- 
strance, and it was then supposed that, if not the actual pen- 
man, he at least inserted some of the most striking passages^ 
and corrected the whole. Indeed, it is a well known fact, that 
he transmitted a copy of it to the Printer of the Public Adver- 
tiser, accompanied with an account of the ungracious reception 
experienced by the citizens. The following forms the conclud- 
ing passage : 

^'When his majesty had done reading his speech, the lord 
mayor, &c. had the honor of kissing his hand ; after which, as 
they were withdrawing, his majesty instantly turned round to 
his courtiers, and burst out a laughing. 

' Nero fiddled whilst Rome was burning.' ^ 

For this very imprudent publicaticHi, a prosecution was imme- 
diately commenced on the part of the crown ; but after the 
King's Bench had been moved on this subject, it was deemed 
proper to drop all further proceedings. 

The city, in its corporate capacity y nearly at the same time, 
resolved to draw up and present a new address and remon- 
strance, which was accordingly effected on the 23d of May, 
1770, and read to the king, seated on his throne, by the recorder. 
As this is known to have been wholly written by Mr. Home, a 
copy of it shall be inserted in this place. 

[An abstract only is here given.] 

'* Perplexed and astonished as we are, by the awful sentence 
of censure, lately passed upon the citizens of London, in your 
majesty's answer from the throne, we cannot, without surren- 
dering all that is dear to Englishmen, forbear most humbly to 
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supplicate, dial your majesty will deign to grant a more favor- 
able interpretation of this dutiful, though persevering claim to 
our invaded birth-rights." 

"Your majesty cannot disapprove, that we here assert the 
clearest principles of the constitution, against the insidious 
attempt of evil counsellors to perplex, confound, and shake 
them. We are determined to abide by those rights and Uber- 
ties, which our forefathers bravely vindicated at the ever-me- 
morable revolution, and which their sons will always resolutely 
defend : we therefore now renew, at the foot of the throne, our 
claim to the indispensable right of the subject, a full, free, and 
onmutilated parliament, legally chosen in all its members : a 
right which this house of commons have manifestly violated, 
depriving, at their will and pleasure, the county of Middlesex 
of one of its legal representatives, and arbitrarily nominating 
as a knight of the shire, a person not elected by a majority of 
the freeholders. 

As the only constitutional means of reparation now left for 
the injured electors of Great Britain, we implore, with most 
uigent supplication, the dissolution of this present parliament^ 
the removal of evil ministers, and the total extinction of that 
fatal influence, which has caused such a national discontent. 
In the mean time, sire, we offer our constant prayers to heaven 
that your majesty may reign, as kings can only reign, in and by 
the hearts of a loyal, dutiful, and free people." 

His majesty, who was surrounded by his secretaries of state, 
the lords of the bedchamber, and a numerous court, imme- 
diately delivered the following answer: 

"I should have been wanting to the pubUc, as well as to 
myself, if I had not expressed my dissatisfaction at the late 
address. 

My sentiments on that subject continue the same ; and 1 
should ill deserve to be considered as the father of my people, 
if I should suffer myself to be prevailed upon to make such an 
use of my prerogative, as I cannot but think inconsistent with 
the interest, and dangerous to the constitution of the kingdom.'' 

This answer had been, of course, anticipated, and Mr. Home, 
who was determined to give celebrity to the mayoralty of his 
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friend, Mr. Beckford, at the same time that he supported the 
common cause, had suggested the idea of a reply to the sove- 
reign : a measure hitlierto unexampled in our history. Accord- 
ingly, the moment the king had concluded, the first ma^strate 
of the first city of the empire, who was dressed in the robes^ 
and decorated with the insignia of office, instead of kissiag 
hands, as usual, and then withdrawing, immediately approached 
the throne, and expressed himself nearly as follows, to the great 
surprise of his majesty, and the utter astonishment of the 
courtiers who surrounded him : 
" Most gracious sovereign ! 

Will your majesty be pleased so far to condescend, as to per- 
mit the mayor of your loyal city of London to declare in your 
royal presence, on behalf of his fellow-citizens, how BHich the 
bare apprehension of your majesty's di^leasure would at all 
times affect their minds ! The declaration of that displeasure 
has already filled them with inexpressible anxiety and with the 
deepest affliction. 

Permit me, sire, to assure your majesty, that your majesty 
. has not, in all your dominions, any subjects more faithful, more 
dutiful, or more ready to sacrifice their lives and fortunes in the 
maintenance of the true honour and dignity of your crown. 

We do, therefore, with the greatest humility and submisinoD, 
most earnestly supplicate your majesty, that you will not dis- 
miss us from your presence without expressing a more favor- 
able opinion of your faithful citizens, and without some comfort, 
without some prospect at least of redress. 

Permit me, sire, farther to observe, that vdioever has already 
dared, or shall hereafter endeavor, by false insinuations ^and 
suggestions, to alienate your majesty's affections from your loyal 
subjects in general, and from the city of London in particular, 
is an enemy to your majesty's person and family, a violator of 
the public peace, and a betrayer of our happy constitution, as 
it was established at the glorious revolution^" 

Immediately on his return, Mr. Beckford communicated this 
novel circumstance to the members of the corporation, and 
dying soon after, by an unanimous vote of the city a statue of 
their chief magistrate was erected on purpose to commemorate 



JOHN HORME T0OK£. 181 

the event. The lord mayor, adorned with hu robes of office, 
is represented in the attitude in which he addressed the throne ; 
while the speech in reply, delivered by him on this singular 
occasion, is engraved in golden characters on the pedestal. 
This, as Mr. Home lately acknowledged to me, was kis com- 
position, and in consequence of that circumstance he was 
accustomed to exclaim, ^ that he could not be deemed a vain 
man, as he had obtained statues for others, but never for Um- 
selfr 

On this, as on the former occasion, he inserted a description 
of the procession* the speech of the recorder, and the rejoinder 
of the lord mayor, in the newspapers. No one was better cal- 
culated to give copies of those harangues than the person who 
had furnished the oiiginals; and as to the occurrences at St. 
James's, he was enabled to detail the particulars from the lips 
of the members of the deputation. He concluded with the 
following satirical passage, conveyed under the form of a N. B. 

'' The writer of the above account having given great offence 
to some persons, hy inserting in a former pq>er, that Nero 
fiddled tvhibt Rome was burning — and an information having 
been filed by the attorney-general against the printer in conse- 
quence, he takes this opportunity to declare, that it was not his 
intention to falsify an historical fact, or to give offence to better 
memories ; he hopes, therefore, that it will be admitted as a 
recrompence, if he now declares, that Nero did not fiddle whilst 
Rome was burning." 

In regard to the transactions detailed above, on examination 
it vdD be found as. heretofore, that Junius and Home are so 
closely allied as to render their separation extremely difficult. 

It will appear that the remonstrance and petition of the city 
of London, as well as the address to the king by the lord 
mayor, Mr. Beckford, both known to be written by Mr. Home, 
besides the remonstrance of the city of Westminster, are all 
included among the notes subjoined to the letters of Junius in 
6. Woodfall's edition, in conformity to the pUm as devised hy 
the author^ for embodying the complete Pditical WorJcs of 
Junius. 
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We will now see what Junius says in regard to these petitions, 
it^monstrances, &c. 

MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS, No. 70. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

March 10, 1770. 

Sir, — ^No man is more warmly attached to the best of princes 
than I am. I reverence his personal virtues, as much as I 
respect his understanding, and I am happy to find myself under 
the government of a prince;, whose temper and abilities do equal 
honor to his character. At the same time, I confess, I did not 
liear without astonishment of the answer which some evil- 
minded counsellors advised him to return to the sheriffs of the 
city of London.* For a king of Great Britain to take time to 
consider, whether he wiU or will not receive a petition from his 
subjects, seems to me to amount to this, that he will take time to 
consider whether he will or will not adhere to the fourth article 
of the Declaration of Rights, ^ne would think that this could 
never have been a question in the mind of so gracious a prince, 
if there were not some very dangerous advice given in the closet 
I now hearthatit has been signified to the sheriffs, that his majesty 
cannot receive the petition, until he is informed of the nature of 
the assembly, in which it was composed. A king indeed is not 
obliged to understand the political forms and constitution of 
every corporation in his dominions, but his ministers must be 
uncommonly ignorant who could not save him the embarrass- 
ment of asking such a question concerning the first body cor- 
porate pertiaps in the world. The sheriffs, I presume, will 



* The following are the particulars of the dimute which occurred in present- 
ing the petition of the 14th of March, 1770. 

On Wednesday the 7thy the sherifis attended at St Jamrs's to know his 
Majesty's pleasure, when ho would be waited on with the city address, remon- 
strance, and petition. 

To which his Majesty was pleased to return the following answer : 

'< As the case is entirely new, I will take time to consider of it, and transmit 
you an answer by one of my principal secretaries of state.** — Ed, 

Then follow a letter from lord Weymouth to the sherifis, and an account of 
their subsequent interview with his Majesty, &c.— ^m. Edit. 
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hardiy veiUure t» satisfy so unusual an inquiry upon their own 
bare authority. They will naturally move the lord mayor to 
summon anodier common hall, to answer for themselves ; and 
then, I doubt not, the corporation of the city of London will 
fully explain, to those whom it may concern, who they are^ and 
what is the nature of their assembly. After all, sir, I do not 
apprehend that the propriety of the king's receiving a petition 
from any of his subjects depends in the least upon their quality 
or situation. He is bound by the declaration and subsequent 
Bill of Ri^ts Ito receive all petitions from his subjects. What 
notice or answer the contents of them may deserve, must be 
considered afterwards. To refuse the petition itself is against 
law. I am persuaded, however, that nothing can be farther 
from the intention of our gracious sovereign, than to offer a 
gross affront to the whole city of London. It is evident diat 
^ the ministry either mean to gain time for carrying some poor 
counter-measure, by means of the wretched dependants of the 
court, or to intimidate the city magistrates, and deter them from 
doing their duty. I think it therefore absolutely necessary for 
us to rouse in defence of the honor of the city, and demonstrate 
to the ministry, by the spirit and vigor of our proceedings, that 
we are not, what they are pleased to represent us, the scum of 
the earth, and the vilest and basest of mankind. 

MODBRATUS. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser, 

March 19, 1770. 

gir^ — ^I believe there is no man, however indifferent about 
the interests of this country, who will not readily confess, that 
, the situation to which we are now reduced, whether it has 
arisen from the violence of faction, or from an arbitrary system 
of government, justifies the most melancholy apprehensions, and 
calls for the exertion of whatever wisdom or vigor is leftamong 
us. The king's answer to the remonstrance of the city of 
London,* and the measures since adopted by tlie ministry, 



* The city of London, the city and liberty of Westminster, the counties of 
Middlesex, Surry, &c. had presented petitions to his majesty to dissolve the par- 
liament, in consequence of the illegal rejection of Wilkes by the lower house. 
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, amount to a plain declaration, that the principle on which Mr* 

% Luttrell was seated in the house of commons, is to be supported 

in all its consequences, and carried to its utmost extent. The 

same spirit which violated the freedom of election, now invades 

^ the declaration and bill of rights, and threatens to punish the 

subject for exercising a privilege hitherto undisputed, of petition- 
ing the crown. The grievances of the people are aggravated by 
insults ; their complaints not merely disregarded, but chedLcd 
by authority ; and every one of those acts against vehich they 
remonstrated, confirmed by the king's decisive approbation. At 
such a moment, no honest man vnll remain silent or inactive. 
However distingmshed by rank or property, in the rights of 
freedom we are all equal. As we are Englishmen, the least 
considerable man among us has an interest equal to the proudest 
nobleman in the laws and constitution of his country, and is 
equally called upon to make a generous contribution in support 
of them ; whether it be the heart to conceive, the understand- 
standing to direct, or the hand to execute. It is a common 
cause in which we are all interested, in which we should all be 
engaged. The man who deserts it at this alarming crisis, is an 
enemy to his country, and, what I think of infinitely less impor- 
tance, a traitor to his sovereign. The subject, who is truly 
loyal to the chief magistrate, will neither advise nor submit to 
ai-bitrary measures. The city of London have given an example, 
which, I doubt not, will be followed by the whole kingdom. 
The noble spirit of the metropolis is the life blood of the state, 
collected at the heart : from that point it circulates, with health 
and vigor, through every artery of the constitution. The time 



sJXer hiving been returned for the fourth time as a knight of the shire for the 
county of Middlesex. These petitions had not been graciously received : and 
the petitioners next assumed a bolder tone, and approached the throne with 
retMnstrances upon the answers that had been returned to them. The renoa- 
' strance presented by the dty of Westminster is contained in note to Private 
Letter, No. 22. The remonstrance of the lord mayor, aldermen, and hvery, here 
referred to, was, afler some difficulty, presented to his majesty, March 14, 1770. 
For the 'particulars of this dispute, see editor's note to Miscellaneous Letters, No- 
1.XX. The following is a copy of the remonstrance, &c -Ed* 

Then are inserted the London petitions &c. — ^his majesty's ansAvers — ^and the 
lord mayor's address to the kinff.— .tfrn. Edit, 
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is come when the body of the English people must assert their 
onm cause : conscious of their stf^ngth, and animated by a 
sense of their duty, they will not surrender their birth-right to. 
ministers, parUaments, or kings. 

The city of London have expressed their sentiments with 
freedom and firmness ; they have spoken truth boldly ; and, in 
whatsoever light their remonstrance may be represented by 
courtiers, I defy the most subtle lauyer in this country to point 
out a single instance in which they have exceeded the truth.* 
Even that assertion which we are told is most offensive to par- 
liament, in the theory of the English constitution, is strictly true. 
If any part of the representative body be not chosen by the 
people, that part vitiates and corrupts the whole. If there be a 
defect in the representation of the people, that power, which 
alone is equal to the making of the laws in this country, is not 
complete, and the acts of parUament, under that circumstance, 
are not the acts of a pure and entire legislature. I speak of the 
theory of our constitution ; and whatever difficulties or incon- 
veniences may attend the practice, I am ready to maintain that 
as far as the fact deviates from the principle, so far the prac* 
tice is vicious and corrupt. I have not heard a question 
raised upon any other part of the remonstrance. That the 
principle on which the Middlesex election viras determined, is 
more pernicious in its effects than either the levying of ship- 
money by Charles the First, or the suspending power assumed 
by his son, vnll hardly be disputed by any man who understands 
or wishes weU to the English constitution. It is not an act of 
open violence done by the king, or any direct or palpable breach 
of the laws attempted by his minister, that can ever endanger 
the liberties of this country. Against such a king or minister 
the people would immediately take the alarm, and all parties 
unite to oppose him. The laws may be grossly violated in 
particular instances, veithout any direct attack upon the whole 
system. Facts of that kind stand alone ; they are attributed to 
necessity, not defended iq)on principle. We can never be really 



"* This appears very like the laogaage of an author vidicating his own works. 

♦ as 
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in danger, until the forms of parliaioent are m|^e ns^ of U> 
destroy the substance of our civil and political liberties ; until 
parliament itself betrays its trust, by contributing to esta)>lish 
new principles of government, and employing the very weapons 
committed to it by the collective body to stab the constitution. 
As for the terms of the remonstrance, I presume it will not 
be affirmed, by any person less polished than a gentleman usher, 
that this is a season for compliments. Our gracious king, indeed, 
is abundantly civil to himself. Instead of an answer to a petition, 
his majesty very graciously prononnces his own panegyric ; and 
I confess that, as far as his personal behaviour, or the royal 
purity of his intentions is concerned, the truth of those declara- 
tions which the minister ha^ drawn xtp for his master, cannot 
decently be disputed. In every other respect, I affirm, that 
they are absolutely unsupported either in argument or fact : I 
must add, too, that supposing the speech were otherwise unex- 
ceptionable, it is not a direct answer to the petition of the city. 
tlia majesty is pleased to say, that he is always ready to receive 
the request of his subjects ; yet the sheriffs were twice sent 
back vrith an excuse; and it was certainty debated in CQun^ 
whether or no the magistrates of the city of London should be 
admitted to an audience. Whether the remonstrance be or be 
not ii^urious to pvlianient, is the very question between the 
parltament and the people, and such a question as cwnot be 
decided by the assertion of a third party, however respectable. 
That the petitioning for a dissolution of parliament is irrecon- 
cilable with the principles of the constitution, is a new doctrine. 
His majesty, periiaps, has not been informed, that tb^ house of 
commons themselves, have by a formal resolution, admitted it 
to be the right of the subject. His majesty proceeds to asswff 
us, that he has made the laws the rule^his conduct Was '4m 
ordering or permitting his ministers to apprehend Mr. Wilkes hy 
a general warrant ? Was it in suffering his ministers to reWvi^ 
the obsolete maxim of nuOum iempusy to rob the duke of Port* 
land c^ his property, and thereby give a decisive turn to « 
county election ? Was it in erecting a chamber consultation of 
surgeons, with authority to examine into and supersede the 
legal verdict of a jury ? Or did his majesty consult the laws of 
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his coimtiyy when he peimitfed hii secretary of Male to declare, 
diat, whenever the civil magistrate ia trifle with, a militarjr 
force must be sent for, vriihout the dday of a moment j and 
eifectually employed 7 Or was it in th^ barbarous exactness 
with which this illegal, inhuman doctrine was carried into execu- 
tion? If his miyesty had recollected these fact^ I thinh he would 
never have said, at least with any reference to the measures of 
his government, that be had made tbelawstherule of his conduct 
To talk of preserving the Sections, or telying on the support 
of his subjects, while he continues to act upon these principlesi 
ish indeed, paying a complitnent to their loyalty, which, I lK4)e, 
diey have too much spirit and understanding to deserve. 

His miLJestjr, we fare t<M, is not only punctual in the perform- 
ance of his own duty, but cai^iul not to assilme any of those 
powers which the oonstitution has placed in other hands. 
Admitting this last assertion to be strictly tine, it is no way to 
the purpose. The city^of London have not desired the king to 
assume a power placed in odier hands. If they had, I should 
hope to see the pers6n who dared to present such a petition 
inunediately impeached. They solicit their sovereign to exert 
that constitutional authority which the laws have vested in him, 
for the benefit of his subjects. They call upon him to make 
use of his lawful prerogative in a case Which our laws evidently 
supposed might happen, since they have provided for it by 
trustiitig the sovereign with a discretionary power to dissolve the 
pariiament. This request will, I am confident, be supported 
by remonstrances from all parts of the kingdom. His majesty 
will find, at last, that this is the sense of his people^ and that 
it is txA his interest to support eidier ministry or parliament at 
the hazard of a breach with the collective body of his subjects. 
That he is king of a free people, is indeed his greatest glory. 
That he may long continue the king of a free people is the 
second wish that animates my heart. The first is, Aatihe 
pmfh may he free. JUNIUS. 

It was about this time that the zeal of this industrious politi- 
cian contrived a new mode of attack on an administration, 
which was peculiarly odious to him, and, it must be fairly con- 
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fessed, not a little obnoxious to the nation at laige. Tacitittf 
has observed, with his usual penetration, that the spirit of rem- 
tance first displays itself in great cities ; as in these, men pos- 
sess frequent opportunities of comparing grievances and forming 
plans for the i^adress of their real wrongs. And this effect was 
now actually produced in the British capital by the ministers 
themselves. 

' This was deemed a favorable conjuncture, therefore, to 
organize a new, as well as formidable species of opposition* 
and, by means of political associations, to concentrate the 
hitherto' unheeded resentments and influence of a number of 
scattered individuals into one formidable mass, which, without 
either the forms or restraints of a body politic, should produce 
all the spirit, zeal, and effect of a great corporation. Clubs, 
such as these alluded to, seem to have been unknown to the 
free states of antiquity, the inhabitants of which usually recurred 
to arms in the first instance, and fought rather than deliberated, 
like the press, they constitute a modem and formidable engine^ 
and have accordingly been viewed v«rith a certain degree of 
jealousy by every government. These institutions, which may 
be traced to Italy during the middle ages, appear to have origi- 
nated in this country about the time of the civil wars, and the 
first oiie, perhaps, mentioned in our history, is the *^ Rota,** in 
which questions were finally decided by means of a ballot.*. 

A multitude of associations of this kind had been suddenly 
created, and were either denominated after the places in which 
they assembled, such as ^Appleby's" and the ^Standard Ta- 
vern," or designated by the views of the leading members, like 
the " Antigallicans," the "Retrospection,'* &c. These being 
generally more numerous than respectable, it was at length 
determined, in 1769, to form one, which should have for its 
main object the preservation of the constitution, as it had been 
established at the revolution, and at the suggestion of Mr. Home» 
who may be considered as the founder, it assumed the denomi- 
nation of the " Society for supporting the Bill of Rights." This 



* See the Life of Harrington, prefixed to the *< Oeesna.** 
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met at ststed times, at the London Tavern, and the following 
appear to have been the original memben: 

Sir John Bernard, bart. 

Sir Francis Blake Delaval, EL B. 

Sir Joseph Mawbey, bart 

Mr. seigeant Glynn, M. P. for the county of Middlesei. 

Lord Mountmorris. 

Rev. Dr. Wilson, rector of St. Stephen, Walbroke. 

Rev. John Home. 

Mr. sergeant Adair, afterwards recorder of London. 

The alderman Wilkes, M. P. for Middlesex. 

Sawbridge, M. P. for London. 

Oliver, M. P. for London. 

Townshend, M. P. for Cahie. 

Robert Morris, esq. a barrister, was chosen honorary secre* 
tary; and 

William Tooke, esq. treasurer. 

This society was originally instituted for the express purpose 
of supporting all those whose rights had been violated, whose 
fortunes had been injured, or whose persons had been seized 
and imprisoned, in opposition to the l^ws of the land. The 
members were few at first, but respectable both for wealth and 
talents. Their meetings, their speeches, their resolutions, and, 
above all their subscriptions, were attended with powerful effects. 
They inflamed the zeal of each other ; they inspired the publie 
mind with energy, vigor, and resentment; they supported those 
who were doomed to expiate their political offences by a rigor- 
ous imprisonment; and they found means to agitate some 
critical questions in the courts of justice, the decision of which 
was attended with wonderful effect. Mr. Home, as has abready 
been intimated, was a leading man in this society ; and there is 
reason to suppose, that he either drew up the whole or part of 
the following instractions, intended to be presented by way of 
tof, to all candidates, before their election to serve in parlia- 
ment 

Resolves of the supporters of the Bill of Rights, on the 23d 
of July, 1771, at the London Tavem. 
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[Theae reeolvefl are here omitted, but will appear in the 
correspondence of Junios and Wilkes.] 

Mr. Stephens, so far from having any reason to ngrpote that 
Mr. Home had any hand in drawing up the instracdoos referted 
to, most have knowny by his own showing, that Mr. Honie had 
quit the Bill of Ri^ts Society neariy five months bef<Mre the 
Resolves here enumerated were passed But Junius, in his 
private letters to Wilkes, severely (^ttidses these resolutioBs, to 
some of which he was strongly opposed, paiticidariy that which 
recommends arniual parUaments. For this reascm alone it is 
here fraudulently attempted to make Mr. Home the author of 
them. Mr. Ste)rfiens was, no doubt, initr^cted, when confi- 
dential conununications were made to him, not only to suppress 
some fects, but to give a latitude to his remarks tending to 
establish erroneous opinionB. I shaU hereafter produce a more 
glaring instance than the one under consideration, of his endea- 
vor to mislead his readers. His object tar so doing cannot be 
nnstaken. 

It win soon appear froqi the correspondence of Home and 
Wilkes, that the former quit the Society on the 36th of FelHtlaiy, 
Vni. WiSkeB, in a letter to Home, dated June 90, more thiui 
a month before the passing of the resolves alluded to, says, 
^Although you have deserted the Society, it is still incumbent 
on you to acquaint them of any fraud or cofiurimi you have 
discovered." 

Mr. Stephens himself, a few pages after he had attributed the 
authorship of those resolves to Mr. Home, sajrs, ^Th& dispute 
conceming this imfividual, (Bingley, which happened Feb. 96,) 
caused the dissolution of the club, known by the denomination 
of the * Supporters of the JBill <^ Rights.' This was mme- 
diately followed by the mstitution of the * Constitutional So- 
ciety.' •* 

Mr. Stephens continues his memoir as follows : 

The publications and donations of this society appear, indeed, 
to have produced a wonderful eflfect on the public mind. It was 
in this, and similar assemblies, that the question relative to the 
Middlesex election, by being frequently debated, still continued 
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to harass iliioiatersy and irritate the people . against them. It 
was there, also, that the doctrine of interrogatories was first 
probed to the quick ; that the right of commitment on the part 
of the house of commons was originally agitated, and rendered 
doubtfiil ; while, by the spirited intervention of the members, a 
humble mechanic, with rig^t on his side, was enabled to foil the 
krd chief justice of England 

By means of this association, the press was enabled to con- 
tend on more e<pial terms against the current of power. The 
printers of three popular newspapers were encouraged and 
supported by its voles and its bounty ; and it not unfrequently 
happened, that a seiHence of the court of King's Bench, instead 
of overwhelming with poverty, contributed not a Uttle to the 
prosperity of the delinquent In consequence of its unabafing 
exertions too, the debts o[ Mr. Wilkes, to a very laige amount, 
were either paid or compounded ; and -it seems to have been 
the general intention, not only to have cleared him fnHn all 
incumbrances, but to have crowned the whole, by purchasing 
a laige annuity, which, together ivith the remainder of his 
fortune, would have placed him equally above virant and mean- 
ness. 

But this society, originally intended for general purposes, 
was at length narrowed, by the arts of a few interested persons, 
into a ccmunittee for the exclusive benefit of a sinj^ indivi- 
dual Ifr. Home, although he had taken an active part to pro- 
mote the success and relieve the distresses of Mr. Wilkes, vras 
of course indignant at the idea. In addition to this, at that 
very mcnnent he had two favorite plans in view, connected 
vrith each other and with the commcm cause ; both of whichhe 
vriflhed to be powerfiilly supported by the influence, the repo- 
tatkm, and the treasuiy of the BiD of Rig^ One of these 
respected a point of law intimately connected vrith the Vhexty 
of the subject ; the other had for its object the freedom of the 
press, and the rig^t of the constituents to become acquainted 
with the deliberations of their representatives on public affairs. 
Of these two questi<Mis, he vrished to agitate the former imme- 
diately. 

A printer, of the name of Bingley, had been prosecuted for 



192 SKETCH OF THB LIFE OF ' 

publishing a letter, from Mr. Wilkes, reflecting on the adminis- 
tration and the comts of justice. On this occasion, the evidence 
being too defective for conviction, lord Mansfield adopted a 
novel, and, as it finally proved, an illegal mode of proceedii^» 
never before practised* since the abolition of the star chamber: 
for, in express defiance of that noble principle of English juris- 
prudence, which wisely and humanely precludes a party from 
criminating himself, this great man, had been induced from his 
hatred to libels, by which his own character was now almost 
daily assailed, to examine this person, and, if possible, extract 
a confession of guilt from his own mouth. He accordingly 
made a ruleof courts for this express purpose, and appointed a 
day to answer certain questions, on failure of which, he was to 
be committed for contempt. 

The doctrine of conviction, by means of interrogatories, 
here alluded to, is familiar to the imperial law, in which, the 
intervention of a jury, that noble bulwark of gothic liberty, is 
unknown, an arbitrary power of decision being.placed in the 
breast of a single man. This mode of proceeding was at 
length adopted in the ecclesiastical courts of this country, and 
continued forages, until it was enacted by statute,* that it shall 
not be lawfiil for any bishop or ecclesiastical judge, to tender 
or administer to any person whatsoever, any oath, whereby he 
may be compelled to confess, accuse, or puige himself of any 
Criminal matter, by which he mi^t be liable to punishment. 
Oilr municipal tribunals, indeed, never once entertained die 
idea of obliging a man to disclose his own guilt ; but the learned 
judge, just alluded to, chose to consider this particular case, as 
a flagrant cantenqU of oourt9 on which occasion, an attachment 
usually issues, and the party must either stand committed, or put 
in bail, in order to answer upon oath to such interrogatories as 
shall be administered to him, for the better information of the 
judges presiding. 

Such was precisely the case of Bbgley, and a man less reso- 
lute would have sunk under the pressure of authority. Even 

he, perhaps, might either have been terrified, or persuaded to 

>■ 

♦ 13 Car. II. c 12. 
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yield, but for the subject of this menioir» who held out the 
prospect of fame and of advantage ; and, at length, succeeded 
in giving the appearance of a pubUc, and even a national cause, 
to what at first had been a mere act of self«defence, on the part 
oi an obscure mechanic. The vicar of Brentford rejoiced at 
an opportunity of once more entering the lists with this eminent 
judge ; and by long study and painjful research, had endeavored 
to qualify himself for the arduous contest. After tracing the 
stream of our laws to their fountain-head, and drinking at the 
source, he conceived that they had been rendered obscure and 
sophisticated in their descent; He had long viewed the conduct 
of the eari of Mansfield with a suspicious eye, and, on ccHnpar- 
ing his doctrines with those of lord Coke and the celebrated 
men of former times, he thou^t he had discovered certain 
assumptions of power, neither justified by the text nor the prac- 
tice of our ancient institutions. He rejoiced, therefore, at the 
happy occasion, now presented by fortune, to vindicate the 
principles of our municipal code, and, if possible, to humble a 
nobleman, whom he was pleased, afterwards to compare not 
only to the Tresylians, the Keylings, and the Scroggs, but even 
to the Jefieries of former days. 

Nor was he on this occaa<Hi wholly disappointed. Having 
called on the object of prosecution, he communicated his 
opinion of the injustice committed in respect to him, and found 
means to inspire this man with a stubborn determination to 
resist. Proud of the protection and encouragement he now 
received, fully convinced that he was correct in point of law, 
and holding himself forth as a martyr for liberty, at a time 
when all such were sure of support, this printer, hardly serious 
at first, and who might at any time have been liberated on a 
slight acknowledgment, now evinced all the courage of a hero. 
Flaming with zeal, he not only braved the rigors of a long con- 
finement, but actually found means to take a voluntary oath, 
before a magistrate, in which he swore, << sooner to perish in a 
jail than violate the freedom of his native country, by answering 
to interrogatories, unless put to the torture ;" a resolution from 
which he never once swefved. 

This person was now in the third }'eur of iiis imprisonment, 

25 
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and the vicar of Brentford, who had occasionally supplied his 
necessities^ determined to raise a large subscription for, and thus 
fully indemnify him, for the losses he had sustained. Several 
opulent and respectable men had come forward on this occasion, 
and advanced sums to a considerable amount ; but the name 
and influence of the "* Bill of Rights^ was still wanting. This, 
however, was supposed to follow of course ; and no doubt, 
indeed, could have been entertained of it, but for the interpo- 
sition of that very person, for whose writings the printer had 
already experienced a long and unprecedented confinement, 
and who now affected to think, and to declare, that the society 
was solely devoted to his support, and pledged for the relief of 
his necessities alone. . Accordingly, when it was moved, "that 
a subscription, to the amount of five hundred pounds, be opened 
for Mr. Bingley, for having refused to answer intem^tories, 
and submit to the illegal mode of attachment," the patriotic 
alderman, his brother, his attorney, and a great body of lus 
friends, found means to negative the proposition, although it 
had been repeatedly urged, that it was exti^mely politic at that 
moment, in order to encourage the printers to resist the menaces 
of the house of commons, and that the abandonment of this 
spirited individual to his fate, would inevitably produce doubt* 
distraction, and despondency. 

Bingley, however, was amply rewarded for his zeal and per- 
severance ; and, while he himself thus acquired a certain degree 
of consequence, he became, at the same time the humble, but 
meritorious instrument of great and lasting advantages to the 
community at large. Before such a cause, supported with such 
intrepidity and resolution, even lord Mansfield himself was 
obliged to succumb. Tired with a stiiiggle which, while it laid 
him open to the most invidious accusations, on the part of his 
enemies, seemed to tarnish the lustre of his reputation in the 
eyes of his friends, and alarmed also, perhaps, at the threats of 
parliamentary investigation, he at length reluctantly consented 
to yield. The attorney-general was, therefore, instructed to 
move the court of King's Bench, for the discharge of the pri- 
soner ; and the latter was accordingly restored to his liberty, 
his family, and society, neither ruined nor dismayed by a per- 
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sonal contest mth the greatest chief jqstice which England hod 
beheld since the days of lord Coke. Thus, to the pertinacity 
of a petty artisan^ aided, counselled, and supported by the 
minister of Brentford, the nation is indebted for the abolition of 
a practice, unsanctioned by our admirable municipal code ; and 
which, although it might have occasionally entnq>ped a criminal, 
would have rendered the laws nugatory, and innocence itself 
insecure.* 

The dispute concerning this individual ^vas productive of a 
variety of remarkable, although far inferior events, particu- 
larly the dissolution of the club, known by tlie denomination of 
the ** Supporters of the Bill of Rights.'* This was immediately 
followed by the institution of the " Constitutional Society, con- 
sisting chiefly of the most respectable of the old members, 
with an exclusion, however, of the Wilkites ; and doubtless 
gave birth to the "Whig Club," the "Friends of the People," 
and the " London Corresponding Society," in after times. Other 
results, which followed this singular contest, will be noticed 
hereafter ; more especially the paper contest between the two 



* Juniua thus notices the case of Bingley, in a letter addressed to lord Mans- 
field, dated Nov. 14, 1770 : 

" The injustice done to an individual* is sometimes of service to the public. 
Facts are apt to alarm us more than the most dangerous principles. The sufier- 
infs and finnness of a piinter have roused the public attention. Ton knew and 
felt that your conduct would not bear a parliamentary inquiry ; and you hoped 
to escape it by the meanest, the basest sacrifice of dignity and consistency that 
ever was made by a great magistrate. Where was your firmness, where was 
that vindictive spirit, of which we have seen so many examples, when a man so 
inoonaiderable as Bingley could force you to confess, in the face of this country, 
that, for two years together, you had illegally deprived an English subject of his 
liberty, and that he had triumphed over you at last ? Yet, I own, my lord, that 
yours is not an uncommon character. Women, and men like women, are timid, 
vindictive, and irresolute. Their passions counteract each other, and make the 
same creature, at one moment hateful, at another contemptible. I fancy, my 
lord, some time will elapse before you venture to commit another Englishman 
for refusing to answer interrogatories." 



* The oppretiioa of an obscure individual gave birth to the famoui Habeas Corpus Aet of 31 
Car. H. which is frequently considered as another Mnema Charta of this \inzt[om.'~jtlnrkff0ne 
ill. 135. 



196 LETTEB8 FROM J<HIN BOBNS 

chiefg, which occasioned a fatal schism among the friends of 
the common cause ; and, while it cfisplayed the literary powers 
of the two principal combatants, afforded ample exultation to 
the enemies of both ; and, like wars of another kind, finally 
proved of but little service to either of the belligerents. 



CHAPTER XII. 

LETTERS FROM JOHN HORNE TO JOHN WILKES. 

1771. 

It was almost impossible, from the nature of human affairs^ 
that two such men as Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Home could agree 
during any long period ; for their characters, diqtositions, and 
ultimate aims, were entirely dissimilar. The one, perpetually 
instigated by his necessities, endeavored to convert the current 
of pubUc generosity to his own private advantage ; while the 
other, at once economical and disinterested, wished to distri- 
bute it into different channels, for the benefit and advantage of 
the community at large. In sedition to this, they were both 
gifted with superior talents; and both equally avaricious of 
fame, although they approached her temple by different paths. 
Each, also, perhaps, considered himself best calculated for 
command, and most worthy of public esteem. 

The minister of Brentford was, indeed, desirous of rendering 
the alderman of London independent, not out of any personal 
regard to him, but merely with a view of proving to the worid, 
that, in a free country, it is not in the power of a premier to 
ruin and overwhelm an individual, whose cause was of a public 
nature. He was an^cious, at the same time, however, that the 
man menaced with ministerial vengeance should conduct him- 
self with propriety. Accordingly, instead of flattering his follies, 
he had loudly protested against his luxurious mode of life, and 
expressed bott) tus own and the public dissatisfaction at the laced 
liveries and French domestics of a person supported by the 
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bounty of others. When a verdict of four thousand pounds 
had been obtained against lord Halifax, for his misconduct 
relative to general warrants, he represented the propriety of 
appnq[>riating that sum towards the payment of his own debts : 
this proposition, however, was rejected ; and no motives of 
policy, honesty, or shame, could induce him to debar himself 
of a sin^e luxury, or advance a single shiUing to his creditors. 

In addition to these ori^al causes of estrangement, there 
existed others of a peculiar nature. Mr. TTilkes always hated, 
or rather despised, the Americans ; and, even during his con- 
finement in the King's Bench, laughed at and ridiculed their 
pretensions to an independent legislative rig^t of internal taxa- 
tion. But no sooner did he receive a flattering letter finom the 
Bostonians, accompanied by a valuable present, than the repre- 
sentative for Middlesex changed his mind, and transmitted a 
flaming reply, in which he mamtained, ^ that the colonies were 
the prcpugTuxcula imperiiy^* and himself a '^(nend to universal * 
liberty P This glaring versatility, as usual, produced repeated, 
but ineflfectual remonstrances on the part of his coadjutor, but 
without any profitable efiect.t On the contrary, these remon- 
strances were combated with the keen and ready weapons of 
wit, irony, and sarcasm, until a breach at length became inevi- 
table ; and the dispute relative to Bingley only contributed to 
hasten those hostilities, which could not have been much longer 
protracted. 

This memorable contest took place in 1770, in consequence 
of an account that appeared in one of the newspapers, of a 
meeting of the electors of Westminster, relative to an impeach- 
ment of lord North. The writer appearing to reflect on Mr. 
Wilkes, who had taken the chair on this occasion, that gentle- 
man replied with some asperity, under his own signature, in a 



* Bulwaik of the empire. 

t The above hints eufficiently show, that Mr. Home, like Junius, did not fitvor 
the American opposition to the Stamp Act, the project of their favorite, George 
Gwnyille. 
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letter dated *' Westminster, Nov. 15," beginning with the fol- 
lowing quotation from Churchill : — 

" Ah me ! what mighty perils wait 
The man who meddles with a state, ' 
Whether to strengthen or oppose, 
False are his frienda, and firm his foes t" 

He was, at the same time, seconded by two anonymous 
writers, who attacked Mr. Home as the author. 
To which Mr. Home replied in the Public Advertiser: — 

LETTER I. 

To Mr. Wilkes, 

Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1771.* 

*^ Sir, — ^An agent of yours declared some time ago, that it 
would be usefiil to you and your affiiirs to come to an open 
rupture with me. — ^From this opinion has flowed all the abuse 
wluch has kitely been bestowed upon me in the public papers. 



* Mr. Home upon this occasion addressed thirteen letters to Mr. yHtSkes^ and 
it is worthy of r^naik that none of them are dated except the first and last* 
which latter has, at its conclusion, the date of the month only. The same defect 
is observable in Mr. Homers correspondenee with Mr. Onslow. This circum- 
stance drew my attention to the following remark of a correspondent c^ Mr. 
Barker, (see *' Claims," p. 189,) who, in speaking of a letter from Junius to Gar- 
nck differing firom that given by Woodfidl, j^aysi '' The imperfection of the date 
(Monday) so characteristic of Junius, and the correctness of the intelligence 
about Mr. Ramus,** &c Not knowing upon what authority this assertion of 
peculiarity was made, I examined the private letters of Junius to Wilkes, and 
perceived that their dates were generally taken firom the memorandomff of their 
receipt by the latter. Those to Woodfall, for the most part, appear to be guessed 
at from their relation to the public letters. No. 19 is dated beginning of Feb. 
1770. 

I moreover ascertained, by inspecting a copy of Junius in the possession of 
Dr. Samuel L. Mitchill, printed for John Wlieble, at London, in two volumes, 
that the first, published in 1770, does not contain a single date. This absurdity 
is avoided in the second volume, printed in 1771, no doubt, by assuming the dates 
of the newspapers in which the letters were first published. 

This very singular peculiarity observable in Junius and Home, is certainly not 
imworthy of notice, and is submitted to th^ connderation of the reader. 
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I believe you have mistaken a strong inclination for policy, and 
have yielded to a natiiFed biajs, in opposition to honegty and your 
interest Fcmt near three weeks past, I have been pretty closely 
confined to my diamber by indisposition, and, except the Public 
Advertiser, have only seen such papers as my friends have 
brought to me, whose kindness made them feel, more sensibly 
than myself, the injuries you have offered me.* 

I have hitherto seen very little worthy of an answer, except 
the particular chains in the Gazetteer of last Tuesday. I 
think it due to the public, to my friends, and myself, to give to 
each as particular an answer. Sir, as I have never, either in 
public or private life, copied yomr example — ^I shall not do it in 
this my justification. Instead of a d^nce, your method has 
always been to recriminate. On the contraiy, I shall, in this 
letter, confine myself to the chains brought against me. In a 
future letter, I will explain the nature and causes of the differ^ 
ences between us : they ought to be made public, because the 
objects are not private." 

**^ The chaiges, I think, are, — ^First, That ' I subscribed to the 
** Society of the Bill of Rights,'' but never paid one shilling.' "f 

** Firsts I never did subscribe any thing to the * Society of the 
Bm of Bights.^X It is true that, in the accounts of that society, 
there will be found five guineas of my money; but these five 



* In consideration of the sympathy presumed to exist between Home and 
Junius, on reading the above, I was confident Junius could not be in good 
health at the time ; and, on examination, I found (hat no letter bad appeared from 
Junius from Nov. 14, 1770, till Jan. 30, 1771 ; and that among his letters under 
other signatures only three short notes had been published within the period of 
Home's illness ; the whole contained in three pages and a half. 

t The other charges, being contained in the replies, are omitted. 

I Home's declining to subscribe to this society appears to have arisen from his 
disgust at the manner in which its funds were squandered to foster the profli- 
gacy of Vi^es, And it seems that Junius also had neglected any subscription, 
no doubt, for the same reutm ; for Home expressly says, in a letter to Junius — 
and he must be a competent witness— 4hat <* Junius, any more than lord Chat- 
ham, never contributed one farthing to these enormous expenses." How Home 
knew this fact, except he were Junius, 1 submit to the friends of Mr. Francis to 
dedde. 
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guineas were paid by me at the moment of subscribing them« 
at the last subscription made at the King^s Anns Tavern, in 
Comhiil, some time, before the establishment of the society at 
the London Tavern. Nor do I recollect, ai amf time^ to have 
subscribed any money without instantly paying down the small 
but numerous sums, I have contributed. . These poor five 
guineas were received^ and the account qf them brought into the 

society by Mr» B * 

The second charge is, ^ The amazing sums received by me for 
Mr. Glynn's election ; ten guineas each from most of his friends.' 
I must premise, that I have always carefiilly avoided three 
tilings ; I mean the being placed upon any public occasion in 
any situation of honour, trust, or profit, from which my name, 
and my station, and my inclination, equally dissuaded me. I 
have been regularly and indefatigably the drudge of almost 
every popular election, prosecution, and public business, — but 
never the object of any one^ For three years past my time has 
been entirely^ and my income almost wholly, applied to public 
measures.* But, though with great caution, and sometimes 
obstinacy, I have taken care never to be the chairman of any 
company, nor the ostensible manager or conductor of any mat- 
ter ; yet I have not been able to avoid being, on three occasions, 
the receiver of money. One of them was the election of Mr^ 
Glyrin." 

[Mr. Home then gives an account of the receipts and expen- 
ditures in this case.] 

The third charge is, * That I have received subscriptions for 
the widow Bigby's appeal.' The widow Bigb/s appeal was 
not brought by my direction ; I do not mean that I disapprove 
it; I commend the measure; and if I had been appUed to, 
should have advised it I think the pardon granted to the 
murderers of Bigby was a horrid one, I think the same of the 



* Including 1768—69 and 70. Junius began his political career April 28, 
1767, but perhaps his time was not " enHrdy applied to public measures" during 
the remainder of <hat year. 
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^ardoii granted to M^uirk» and I do not believe either of them 
lawful. Mr. Stamford, the attorney who was employed by the 
widow, applied to a gentleman of character and fortune in the 
city for aseistaiice ; that gentleman brought Mr. Stamford to 
me, who told me what he had done, and what he intended to 
do ; but he declared himself unable to 'bear the expense and go 
on with the appeal, unless he was assisted immediately with 
money. I undertook the matter, made myself answerable to 
him, and assisted him with money ; and when I saw my friends 
I applied to them for their help, because I was unequal to the 
burden alone. I did not indeed fwesee that any member of the 
house of conunons would move for leave to bring in a bill to 
take away the ri^t of appeal fit>ni the people in cases of murder; 
but I did foresee that lord Mansfield would make such amotion 
and such a bill unnecessary ; and that he would by studied 
delays and difficulties, most effectually take away the remedy 
X>f appeal, by showing us that the most eminent counsel at the 
bar are not able to proceed in such a course as to bring it to a 
itrial : and I suf^sed that he would, as he has done, so protract 
the matter by shifting his difficulties and his doubts, that either 
the proceedings on the appeal should be dropped, from the 
enormity of the expense, or the obstinate virtue of the poor 
appellant have time to be cooled and c<HTupted. I expected 
only to show what has been shown, that l(Mrd Mansfield, who 
is so dexterous at ren)ioving difficulties and shortening the way 
to a convicticMi for libel, according to the modem inethod of 
prosecution, is as dexterous in finding out or creating obstacles 
lo a trial in the ancient mode of appeal for murder, which was 
formerly the subject's cnly remedy.* And for this purpose I 
was willing, and did declare my willingness^ to bear, if it w^ 
necessary, the whole expense of the prosecution. The few 



'^ Something more too has been shown ; i. f . that tiio suggestions on which 
the pardon for the Kennedies was procured are false ; and that those who pro- 
cured it still know them to be guilty, or they would not so obstinately and corruptly 
hate opposed a fresh ftiial on the appeal, wliich was tlie only method to justify 
the pardon in aa authentic manner, by producing tbo new circum!<tances which 
manifested their innocence. 

26 
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friends to whom I spoke on this occasion were of the same sen* 
timents ; and they contributed towards the appeal. 

I have received 110/. 1&. and I have paid to the attorney 
150Z. ; and I have never been less in advance than I am at 
present, which is 39/. 4^. 

The fourth charge is, 'That I have received subscriptions for 
Mr. Gillam's trial.' A copy of the indictment was illegally 
granted to Mr. Gillam, in order to intimidate and disgrace 
another gentleman and myself. When the request was made, 
the judges were at first divided : Mr. justice Aston and Mr. 
Recorder saw no objection to it, and they at last over-persuaded 
the lord chief baron Parker : Mr. justice Gould refused it to the 
last. Notwithstanding this copy of the indictment, I have never 
hesitated to declare, that I did promote and assist that prosecu- 
tion to the utmost of my power ; but I did not at any time 
receive a farthing from any person on the account of Mr. GiUam's 
trial, or any thing relative to it, and 1 do assert that there vras 
no subscription for it If yon, sir, can discover a single penKm 
who paid any subscription to me, or to any other on that 
account, it is your business to name him ; otherwise we shall 
know how to name you. 

The ^th charge is, ' That I have received subscriptions for 
the affair of the weavers in Spital Fields.' I never did receive 
any subscription for the afiair of the weavers in Spital Fields ; 
there never was any subscription on that account, or any other 
relative to the weavers in Spital Fields. I took no small pains 
with other gentlemen, to save the lives of some innocent men ; 
but though one was petitioned for by the lord maycur and all 
the aldermen who sat on the bench at his trial, with the strongest 
circumstances in his favor, and though another was unanimously 
and strongly recommended to mercy by the jury, they were 
both han^d. — ^Their crime was not murder. — ^I believe we had 
better success in our endeavors to stop the further merciless 
persecution of that unhappy body of men ; but what we did 
was done without collecting money or subscription ; and I do 
not believe that any money was paid, except twenty pounds, 
which I gave out of my own pocket, towards procuring counsel 
for one Baker, a joUi'neyman weaver, whom lord Mansfield had 
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refufled to admit to bail till term time, and till after hearing 
counsel ; although the same lord Mansfield confessed that he 
was committed on a charge for an offence bailable at the very 
first viewy and which did not admit even the shadow of a doubt. 
If any person did subscribe on this account, to me or to any 
other, it is your business to name him. 

But, sir, there is one subscription more that I have received, 
and with which you have not charged me ; I mean a subscrip- 
tion of 942. lis. 9d. raised for you in my nei^iborhood, which 
I have brought into the society very lately, at the last meeting 
but one at the London Tavern. 

However before this subscription, I advanced in the payment 
of demands upon you, 38/. Os. 8d., which I am still to receive, 
and of the subscription itself, seven guineas still remain unpaid 
tome. 

Your kut charge is, that I have received money for different 
publications, and you call upon me to lay before the public ' an 
account of the profits on my vamped up sermon, Mr. Foote's 
apology, Mr. Missing's letter,' &c. 

If you thought yourself justified in refusing to acknowledge 
to the injured person an anonymous writing,* how can you 
expect that I should give you an answer about panq>hlets that 
bear other men's names ? It is true, I have always avowed 
whatever I have written anonymously, whenever any person 
has complained that he was injured ; as in the cases of Sir John 
Gibbons, Sir W. B. Proctor, Mr. Onslow, &c.;t it is my 
general rule when I am treated fairly ; but the rule does not 
extend to you ; for in those pamphlets, even if I had wntten 



* A note is inserted here, giving extracts from an anonymous pamphlet writ- 
ten by Mr. Wilkes, entitled ** Annals of the mayoralty of Mr. Trecothick, in 
which he says, ** on the true levelling principle of his countiymen, the Bostonians, 
he (Mr. Trecothick) likewise declared the late Mr. Beckfordi that first of men, 
to whom the grateful citizens have decreed a statue for a long life of faithful 
services, only a good sorl ofmanJ* &c This was published in June 1770 ; and 
shows that Mr. Wilkes Was not at that time asupporterof the American cause. — 
Jxn^ Emit 

t Mr. Home here makes a pompous parade about giving up his name in the 
cases alluded to, which was by no means called for. Mr. Wilkes's demand as he 
says, was impertinent, and nothing else was required but to tell him so ; which 



r-^^. 
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extend to you ; for in those pamphlets^ even if I had written 
them, there is no reflection upon you: when you attribute to me 
the pamphlets that bear the names of other men, and call for 
an answer, you are impertinent to me and injuiious to them J' 

The above contains an answer to all the chaiges made against 
Mr. Home, amidst the asperity of party hostility ; and as it was 
followed soon after by letters fixMn Mr. seif^eant Glynn, Mr. W^ 
Tooke, Messrs. Davis, and Mr. alderman OUver, testifying the 
disinterestedness of his conduct, must be allowed to constitute 
an able, as well as ample refiitation of these calumnies. Not- 
withstanding this, and although all the independent and opulent 
men belonging to the * Society of the Bill of Rights,' had taken 
the side of Mr. liome in this dispute; yet the current of 
popular opinion now s^ in strongly against him. At the very 
time he was scicrificing all his prospects in life to advance the 
cause he had adopted, he was represented as a deserter from 
the side of liberty ; and niore than once, was actually burnt in 
eiGgy in the metropolis. 

Notwithstanding this, after a short pause, he rmewed the 
controversy, and proceeded in the month of ^May, 1771, to 
expose the character and conduct of Mr. Wilkes, as may be 

is all Mr. Home woald have done, bad be not had oUier mativea Uian to aatisfy 
Wilfcet, or the public upon this sabject — ^Jonius^a letters haunted him. He was 
fearful of being suspected to be the author, and therefore took every opportunity 
to impress upon the public mind that, if he were, he would declare it. It so 
happens, howerer, that Mr. Home, in a subsequeiit letter to Mr. WSkesi pft$^ 
a different statement to the above, in respect to one of the cases mentioned, or 
at least in reference to circumstances relating to it, as follows : 

** On Tuesday morning, March 22, 1768, 1 paid you the first visit in London. 
On Wednesday I inserted two advertisonents levelled at the old memben for 
Middlesex : for one of which the imprudent hastiness of Sir J, Gibbons made that 
gentleman afterwards publish my name.** 

The declaration, therefore, of Mr. Home that, ''It is trae, I have always 
avowed whatever I have written anonymously, whenever any person has com- 
plained that he was injured," is disproved by himself. Pid he not intend to 
injure those M members in the estimation of the public ? And did he intend^ in 
case they complained of the injury, to surrender his name? Certainly not; for 
that might have defeated his purpose. He undoubtedly, like other political 
writers^ withheld or surrendered his name as best suited his views ; and his 
pretending to a contrary course, was one of the artifices by which he screened 
himself from suspicion in regard to the letters of Juniu8.~.4m. B^t. 
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seen fixim their correspondence, which would nearly fill a 
Tdome* Some of this series of letters are therefore necessarily 
abridged ; without omitting, however, a single passage of any 
impcNTtance ; for though they were eagerly read by the nation 
at tfaatperiodf yet after the lapse of more than forty years, they 
will of course have lost much of dieir zest as well as importance. 
Upon the whole, however, they must be allowed to cmtam, not 
oidy many interesting passages, but also to exhibit a variety of 
curious ii^miBtion relative to the history of that period. 



The same reasons that induced Mr. Stephens to abridge these 
letters, in 1813» <!^rale more powerfidly at this time, particu- 
lariy in America. A farther and very considerable curtailmrat 
therefore will be made in this edition. In fact, my limits require 
me, not only to abridge the letters of Home, but to omit some 
entirely, and to reject the replies of Wilkes, excepting apart of 
his last letter. The whole subject may be perfectly understood 
by the letters of the former, which cany an internal evidence 
of their veracity ; and the shuffling evasions of his antagonist 
serve but to confuse and disgust the reader. This vriU fully 
appear by the sample that will be given. 

The politician will find much interest in these letters of 
Home, and, if he be a zealous personal party man, much instroc- 
tion. 

LBTTBB n. 

To Mr. John Wakes. 

Sir, — ^You have said, ' The public have a right to tmth, and 
every impositicm cm mankind ought to be detected and exposed.' 
I am not entirely of that opinion : I think there are certain 
seasons when some particular truths ought to be vrithheld ; and 
my Kps should have been for ever closed on the subject of your 
real character and conduct, if you could by any motives have 
been persuaded, or by any art or contrivance have been com- 
pelled, to continue a voluntary or involuntary instrument of 
good to your country. I have long been vrith others, struggling 
to make it your interest to be honest, and founded all my hopes 
not on your principle but common sense. At length I despair 
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of any good from you, and apprehend much mischief: I thmk 
it therefore my duty to be no longer silent ; and I come to an 
explanation ^without any apprehension of disgrace ; because I 
know, that though TFtKe^oTi^/tier^ may for a while bear down 
every thing before them in the street, yet, as far as they are not 
connected by public principles, they will surely be separated in 
the closet* But whatever may be the opinions of any persons 
concerning my conduct, I shall not alter it : their uninformed 
opinions affect me little : I know my own situation ; I must 
ever remain a poor and a private man, and can never be a candi- 
date for the favor or confidence of the puMic. The voice of 
the people is not the voice of God to me, though (in the fair 
meaning. of the word people) I have never thou^t it wrong ; 
but it is the voice within me that shall ever be the .guide of my 
actions.! 



* Junius in a private letter to Wilkes, dated Sept 83, 1771, says, " Depend 
upon Uy the perpetual union of fftttet and mob does you no service. Not but 
that I love and esteem the mob. It is your interest to keep up dignity and 
gravity besides. I would not make mysdf cheap by walking the streets so much 
as you do. Verbum 8iUJ"'—^Snu Ed, 

t Junius in a private letter to Wilkes, dated Sept 7, 1771, says, *< I do not deny 
that I ^cpect my opinions upon these points should have some degree of weight 
with you. I have sened Mr. Wilkes and am still capable of serving him. I have 
faithfully served the public, without the possibility of a pa^sonat advantage." And 
in his letter to the same, dated the I8th of the same numthi he says, « Besides 
eveiy penond consideration, if I were known, I could no longer be an wefid servant 
to the public'' 

In a letter of Junius addressed to the Printer of the Public Advertiser, dated 
April S8, 1771, we notice the following remark: 

" But in truth, nr, I have left no room for an accommodation with the piety ef 
St James's. My ofiences are not to be redeemed by recantation or repentance. 
On one side, our wannest patriots would disclaim me as a burthen to their honest 
ambition. On the other, the vilest prostitution, if Junius could descend to it, 
would lose its natural merit and influence in the cabinet, and treachery be no 
longer a reconmiendation to the royal favor." 

In his letter addressed to the printer, dated August 13, 1771, he says^ "Am for 
myself^ it is no longer a question whether I thall mix wUh the throng, and take a 
obngie ehare in the danger. Whenever Junku appeare, he must encounters host of 
enenues." 

Junius here alludes to himself personally as being in disrepute both with the 
administration and opposition parties; and not as Junius, for in that character 
he was a great favorite with the popular party. 
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It is not my intention here to open any account with you on 
the score of private character ; in that respect, the pubUc have 
kindly passed an act of insolvency in your favor : you have 
delivered up your all, and no man can fairly now make any 
demand. I blame your public conduct, and never had a dif- 
ference with you on any other subject; and though it has 
suited your selfish politics to insinuate and pretend some private 
pique between us, yet you have not ventured, even anonymously, 
to suggest any particular cause of my dissatisfaction. 

That I may be well understood, it is necessary to give a short 
history of the commencement, progress, and conclusion of the 
intercourse between us ; and this I will begin to do in my next; 
not for my own justification, for I could be well contented to, 
leave each man to his opinion concerning me : but that the 
people at large, to whose safety and happiness it is important, 
may be better able to form their judgment how far they ou^t, 
and how far they ought not, to support you; and that they may 
perceive your general professions and protestations to be like 
those of last Wednesday's speech, equally calculated to mislead 
and impose, and to which every particular act, as well of your 
opposition as of his government, is a flat contradiction. 

JOHN HORNE." 

LBTTEK III. 

To Mr. Jokn Wilkes. 

"Sir, ***** In the year 1765 Irepaired to Italy. Pass- 

ing throu^ Paris, I delivered some letters to you ; amongst 

others, one of those letters from Mr. Onslow, which you have 

since published. . Though this was the first time we ever saw 

each other, you exacted from me with very earnest entreaty, a 



Was tbere a. aini^ indiYidual in EngUnd in the situation here described except* 
''^ John HornQ ? Junhis was in high estimation, and as Mr. Home had lost his 

JWaon^ »g*flnoncc^ ^iras he not under this mask endeavoring to provide for his 
"^'^^ and i»>ij|m^ the popular party to adopt such measures as he thought would 

^eaound to tJio interest of his country ?--*lm. Ed. 



308 LiiTTfillS FttOM JOUJff HO&NE 

promifle of coirespondence. I thought you at that time sincerely 
public-spirited, and a man of hpnor ; I mean that sort of honors 
^rfaich, though it does not restrain from bad, prevents men fironi 
being guilty of mean actions. I wrote to you from Montpelier ; 
and having told you my profession^ I disclaimed, in a jdang 
manner, those vices, which from the dependent situation of itd 
professors, are too frequently attendant on it — ^I mean hypocrisy^ 
servility, and an abject attenticm to private interest. Receiving 
no answer, I did not repeat my folly : and upon a second visit 
to you at Paris, in my return from Italy to En^and, in the year 
1767, 1 saw reasons sufficient never more to trust you with a 
single line ; for I found dmt all the private letters of your 
friends were regularly pasted in a book, and read over indis- 
criminately, not only to your friends and acquaintance, but to 
every ^sitor. 

In this second visit at Paris you reproached me for not keep- 
ing my promise of correspondence, and swore you had not 
received my letter. I was very well contented, thou^ I did 
not believe your excuse, and hugged myself in the reflection^ 
that I had furnished you with only one opportunity of treachery. 
This letter you copied, and showed it about to numbers of 
people, with a menace of publication, if I dared to interrupt you* 
And yet you cannot pretend to justify yourself by saying, that 
it contains any promises which haVe not been abundantly 
fulfilled. You will not say that I courted you in your pros- 
perity, and forsook you in adversity ; you will not say that I 
have been ungrateful, or that I ever received any favors at 
your hands* I found you in the most hopeless state : an out- 
law ; plunged in the deepest distress ; overwhehned with debt 
and disgrace ; forsaken by all your friends, and shunned by 
eveiy thing that called itself a gentleman, at a time when very 
honest men, who could distinguish between you and your cause, 
and who feared no danger, yet feared the ridicule attending a 
probable defeat. Happily, we succeeded, and I leave you by 
repeated elections, the legal representative of Afiddlesex, an 
alderman of London, and about thirty thousand pounds richer 
than when I first knew you ; myself by many degrees poorer 



than I was before; and I pretend to have been a little instru- 

tnental in all these changes of your situation* 

I make no other reflection on your behavior respecting my 

letter, than barely to say, that those who shell attempt to palliate 

or justify it, will want a justification themselves. Publish it, 

however, when you will* I am confident, as indeed I have 

likevdse been assured by many to whom you have shown it, 

that there is nothing in the letter of which I need to be ashamed, 

unless there are any compliments to you ; pf every thing of 

that kind your subsequent conduct has indeed made me most 

heartily ashamed. 

• * ♦ * ♦ « Prom the time I left you at Paris, in 1767, I 

held no communicaticMi with you of any kind whatever ; nor 
did I upon yourarrival in England, in 1768, even pay you a 
visit, til] it was very evident you had lost your electbn in the 
city. Then indeed I went to you, because I knew I could be 
useful to you in Middlesex ; and I did then, and do still think, 
that there was no method by which I could do greater service 
to the puUic than by espousing your cause ; which the weak- 
ness and wickedness <^ our court had made to a certain degree , 
the cause of every Englishman. 

Besides some credible information which I had received 
fflnce I first saw you concerning your character, and the danger 
which my second visit had shown me there was in your corres* 
pondence, a particular transaction had made me forbear any 
communication with you, though my sentiments of your cause 
remained unaltered. JOHN HORNE.'' 

LETTER IV. 

To Mr. JoknWilkes. 

ft 

*' Sir, — ^During the city election many worthy merchants 
having generously come forward to your assistance, and some 
of them being men of the most rigid morality, you thought it 
proper to adopt the language of a penitent : to the one you 
talked of ^ Saul transformed into St. Paul ;' to another you 
were more poetical, and told him, that hitherto your life must 
be considered as only bearing the bhssoms, and that the public 

27 
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mi^t now expect from you ihefrtnis f and you tdked of tho 
follies of your youths as if you had not been at that time between 
forty and fifty, and^as if folly was all that could be alleged 
against you. I believe you did not impose upon many ; the 
greater part despised the hypocrite, who before abhorred the 
rogue : but, however some might be deceived, your conduct 
did not suffer me even for a few days, to suppose you a change- 
ling. 

On Tuesday morning, March 22, 1768, I paid you the first 
visit in London. On Wednesday I inserted two advertisements 
levelled at the old members for Middlesex : for one of which 
the imprudent hastiness of Sir J. Gibbons made that gentleman 
afterwards publish my name. On Thursday, you set out with 
roe to canvass the western part of the county. Returning in 

the evening to Brentford, I found there Mr. T n, whose 

name I did not then know : he had been appointed by your 
committee of the city to secure some houses at Brentford for 
the day of the election : he could get none, because he was 
totally unknown : he applied to me, and appointed me to meet 
him on Saturday evening, at the King's Arms, where the com- 
mittee would settle every thing with me relative to houses. 

On Friday, I procured two inns for the purpose ; and engaged 
myself to them to pay the expenses which should be incurred ; 
and this was necessary, because if you had lost your dection, 
the people could easily foresee you would again have fled the 
country, and they would have lost their money. 

On Saturday, in the evening, I waited on the committee : Mr. 

T ^n was absent : I told them my business ; and desired 

only that the risk of the uncertain expenses at Brentford, on the 
day of election, might be understood to be equal between us, 
because I was not sufficient to bear the whole, and such a loss 
might undo me. They were perfect strangers to me ; the com- 
Imittee was distracted with variety of business ; all was con- 
fusion ; and they treated me veiy cavalierly, as they would have 
done a sharper who was come to impose upon them by false 

pretences : the chairman, Mr. J. J , a gentlemanof character 

and a man of business, and not having (as he has since informed 
me) been acquainted with the circumstances, and knowing that 
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Mr. T n, had been appointed to look after the houses, very 

properly, though abruptly, bade me quit the room; saying, 
* Since houses are procured, that is sufficient for us, and we 
have nothing to do with you or your engagements.' I quitted 
the room ; first telling them, that they were mistaken- in sup- 
posing they had the houses safe, and therefore might leave me 
to bear the burttien ; that I was not quite so foolish as they 
seemed to imagine ; if they would not make it a joint risk, I was 
still able to save myself; for that I very well knew Sir William 
Beauchamp Proctor and Mr. Cooke, would be very glad to 
take the houses off my hands, and to acknowledge the obligation. 

You had hitherto sat silent ; but being alarmed at my last 
words, which I threw out to alarm them, and to make them 
join with me in the risk, you followed me, and led me together 

with Mr. f into another room ; you caught me by the 

hands, and suppUcated me most earnestly not to be offended 
at ^ch * creatures' as your committee ; you swore I should run 
no hazard ; that you had more than money enough at your 
banker's, and would that moment give me a draft for fifteea 
hundred pounds. 

1 replied, * Su*, I was not at all offended before, but I am 
now : I see you think me a dupe ; because it is Saturday 
evening, and your election comes on Monday morning, you 
offer me a draft on your banker for fifteen hundred pounds^ when 
I know you have not fifteen pence in the world. It is you that 
treat me ill, not they. I am not duped, sir ; and I desire I may 
at least have the honor of doing what I do with my eyes open. 
Go back and look after them ; give yourself no concern about 
me : I shall act in the same manner as if they had engaged with 
me. The die is cast : if I had not thought that all was at stake 
on the success of your election, I should not have come forward 
at all ; and having once begun it, nothing shall stop me.' 

The success of the election is known : the gentlemen after- 
wards excused themselves to me for a behavior for which their 
good intentions entire] v justified them ; and the committee paid 
the expenses. JOHN HORNE." 
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LETTBR V. 

To Mr. John Wilkes, 

** Sir, — ^I have been asked by some very well meaning men^ 
1. Whether I did not in my first letter, say, that I would open 
no account with you on the score of /^nuofe character? 2. And 
yet whether I have hitherto chai^ged you with any thing but 
bad actions of a private nature ? 3. Whether your private 
character is worse now than it was when I went such lengths 
in your support? 4. Whether I did not at that time know 
your private character ? 5. How then could I be a friend to 
sudi a man ? 6. If I was your friend only for the sake of the 
public cause, whether the same reason does not remain? 
7. Whether your cause is not still the same ? And, 8. Why I 
will suffer any private pique or quarrel between us to come 
before the public and injure that cause ? 

To which I answer, 

1. 2. I have hitherto confined myself, according to the plan 
laid down in my first letter, to show, from facts, what must have 
been the motives of my conduct and the nature of the inter- 
course between us. For that purpose it veas necessaiy for me 
to mention such parts of your ill behavior as feU within n^oton 
knowledge and related to mysdfni the time of itsoomfiiefioefiieiit; 
that it might from thence plainly appear to every one, that I 
could have no private attachment to Mr. Wilkes, thoag)i I was 
determined to the utmost of my poor abilities, to assist kiin and 
his cause as far as it was apMic caused and might tend to 
public benefit.-{- Had it been my intention to attack your private 



»» liie decUrati<m of the society of sopporten of the Bill of Rights, whfltt 
it was first formed. 

t Jurnns ia MisoellaneouB Letters, Na 5S, addressed to the printer, Nov. SI, 
1768, observes, 

'< Sifr-lt will soon be decided by the highest authority whether the justice of 
our laws, and the liberty of our constitution, have been essentially violated in ths 
person of Mr. Wilkes. AsapuMieinanhisiatewili bed«teiinined,iior bitaaft 
or necessary at present to enter into the merits of his cause. We are intecesfeed 
inthisquestionno/arfA€rtA4m«&eisajNv(4/aiodtrigiiIsted8 IfanMmber 

of it be mjured, theUws and consUtution will defend him."— «Am JSdSf. 
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character, (which I understand to be on all sides given up,) I 
should have pursued a very Afferent method : the transactions 
I have mentioned are mere peccadillos compared to the Mack 
catalogue which would then have qq[)eared* 

3, Your private character is not worse now than it was when 
I went such lengths in your support; except that by continuing 
your former bad practices in every respect, notwithstanding 
every reason public and private, to restrain you, all hopes of 
your amendment are vanished; for the ingenuity of man 
cannot find out an additional motive of restraint 

4 5. I knew enou^ of your private character at the time 
of the Middlesex election not to enter into any private connex- 
ion with you ; and to have no motives but what were public for 
the sacrifices I made and the hazards I ran. But I did not 
know your private character as I have known it since. When 
I first went abroad, early in the year 1763, 1 knew no more of 
you than what the papers told me, that you in conjunction with 
ChurchiU and Uoyd, were one of the authors of the North 
Briton. What I afterwards heard against you on my return, in 
1764, 1 imputed, for the greater part, to the rage of party and 
the malice of your enemies; I supposed you liberal in specula- 
tMMl, and not a very rigid moralist in action : I have not to this 
moment read the Essay on Woman ; and whatever it may 
contain, I dKMiU have felt more indignation against those who 
bribed the printer to betray you, than against you who were 
betrayed ; because it was a mean viUany, abnost equal to the 
treacherous publication of a prwateffriendfy, confidential letter ; 
but a villany of which you can now complain no more. 

WUkeStWiih the education of a gentleman, has exceeded in 
meanness and want of sentiment his servant Curry.* In the 
year 1767, 1 first knew some part of your private character, and 



* As the mioiflters were detennined to ruin Mr. WUkes, and were not very 
lerupidoiiB m to the means, a jonmeynmn printer, of the name of Cuny, was 

hf faun, containing sobm manoscript conectkuiB in the hand writing of tho 
authoc Only twelve copies of this woik wne piinted, at a pdvate press, but 
nerer published. 



314 LETTBRS FROM JOHN HORNE 

no sooner knew than avoided you. Since that time, in the 
progress of my excessive industry to extricate you from your 
difficulties, I have'to my astonishment, found to be true, not only 
all that has been alleged against you, but much more. How<^ 
ever, were it possible to add to the measure of your private 
turpitude, it would not prevent me from acting over again in the 
same manner I have done ; and was there an election for 
Middlesex to-morrow, (the ri^t of the electors being left un- 
vindicated, or any other point of public concern, the benefit 
which you might receive from my labor or my sufferings should 
not make me in the least relax the one or decline the other. 

6. 7. 1 was your friend only for the sake of the pubUc cause: 
that reason does in certain matters remain ; as far as it remains, 
so far I amv still your friend ; and therefore I said in my first 
letter, ' the public should know how far they tmght^ and how 
&r they ought not, to support you.' 

To bring to punishment the great delinquents who have 
corrupted the parUament and the seats of justice ; who have 
encouraged, pardoned, and rewarded murder: to heal the 
breaches made in the constitution, and by salutary provisions, 
to prevent them for the fiiture : to replace, once more, not the 
administration and execution, for which they are very unfit, but 
the checks of government really in the hands of the governed. 

For these purposes, if it were possible to suppose that the 
great enemy of mankind could be rendered instrumental to 
their happiness, so far the devil himself should be supported by 
the- people. For a human instrument they should go fiirther ; 
he should not only be supported, but thanked and rewarded, for 
the good which peihaps he did not intend, as an encouragement 
to others to follow his example. But if the foul fiend having 
gained their support, should endeavor to delude the weaker 
part, and entice them to an idolatrous worship of himself, by 
persuading them that what he suggested was their voice, and 
their voice the voice of God : if he should attempt to obstruct 
every thing that leads to their security and happiness, and to 
promote eveiy wickedness that tends only to his own emoln- 
ment : if when — the cause — the cause — ^reverberates on their 
ears, he should divert them from the original sound, and direct 
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them towaxds the opposite unfaithful echo: if confusion should 
be all his aim, and mischief his sole enjoyment, would not he 
act the part of a faithful monitor to the people, who should save 
them from their snares, by reminding them of the true object 
of their constihUwnal worship, expressed in these words oihoh/ 
writf (for to me it is so,) Rexy lex loquens ; leXf rex fmOus.* 
This is — the cause — the cause. — ^To make this union indissoluble 
is the only cause I acknowledge. As far as the support of Mr. 
Wilkes tends to this point, I am as warm as the warmest ; but 
all the lines of your projects are drawn towards a different 
centre — ^yourself; and if with a good intention, I have been 
diligent to gain you powers, which may be perverted to mischief, 
I am bound to be doubly diligent to prevent their being so 
employed. 

8. The diligence I have used for two years past, and the 
success I have had in defeating all your shameful schemes, is 
the true cause of the dissention between us. I have never had 
any private pique or quarrel with you. It was your policy, in 
paragraphs and anonymous letters, to pretend it ; but you can- 
not mention any private cause of pique or quarrel. 

To prevent the mischief of a division to a popular opposition, 
those who saw both your bad intentions and your actions, were 
silent ; and, whilst they defeated all your projects, they were 
cautious to conceal your defects. They studied so much the 
more to satisfy your voracious prodigality, and thought, as I 
should have done if a minister, that, if feeding it would keep 
you from mischief, a few thousands would be well employed by 
the public for that purpose. But I can never, merely for the 
sake of strengthening opposition, join in those ^ions which 
would prevent all the good effects to be hoped for from opposi- 
tion, and for the sake of which alone any opposition to govern- 
ment can be justifiable. 

Would to Gkxl, the time were come, which I am afraid is very 
distant, beyond the period of my life, when an honest man 
could not be in opposition ! I declare I should rejoice to find 
the patronage of a minister in the smallest degree my honor 
and interest. I never have pretended to any more than to 



The king enforcing the law ; the law euhjecting the king.-^.f rn. Ed. 
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prBfiir ^ fomer to the latter. Bui h is not 19011 aw atoie 
thai you have poured forth your abuse, butupoD ereiy man of 
honor, who has deaerved weQ of the public ; and if you were 
pennitted to proceed, without interruption, there would shortly 
not be found one honest man who would not riiudder to deserve 
weQ of the people. 

The true ieason of our dissentbn being made public, is, that 
you could not get on a step without it ; and you trust that the 
pc^ularit^ of your name, and 3rour diligence in paragraphing 
the papers, ¥all outweigh with tiie people the most essential 
services of others ; and that you shall get rid of all^ control, by 
taking away from those who mean well the confidence of the 
people. If you can once get them affronted by the public, 
whom they have faithfully served, you flatter yourself that 
disgust will make them retire from a scene where such a man 
as you are, covered with infamy like yours, has the disposal of 
honor and disgrace, and the characters of honest men at his 
mercy. 

I mean to prove what I have said by facts ; and though it 
does not come in the regular order of time, which I meant to 
observe, nor with that strength, with which a number of pre- 
ceding transactions made it affect my mind, I will now mention 
one which, vnth two or three others, made you despiur of ueong 
me in your plans, and made you hasten the rupture. 

Some time in last July, when I was on a visit to Mr. alder- 
man Oliver, at Putney, you came there and persuaded me to 
go with you to yourhotue at Fulham, where I had never before 
been, that we might the next morning go together by water to 
London. In the boat, you began with me a conversation about 
the city, as exactly as I can recollect, to the following effect : 

W. *l think I ou^t to consider something about providing 
for my friends, and being prepared with can£dates for the 
city oflices. Give me your opinim : who do you think should 
betown-clerii?' 

H. * Why, is sir James Hodges dead V 

W. *No; but he is not very young, nor in very good health; 
and one ought to be prepared against accidents. There diould 
always be a candidate fixed upon ready.' 

H. * Since you have asked my opinion about it, I will give 



TO JOHN muam. SIK 



it you vwy fioely : I think diyeeUy the oontraiy. Consider 
yoor ntBation ; your influence is not pefsonal» W depends 
entarely apon the propriety c^ your measures. Thou^ you 
may consider of the thing in your mind, you should never fix 
qpon a candidate till the veiy tinieof election, nor talk about it 
toany one. The man that might be most proper this year may 
be very improper the next It is your business, inlien the time .|»£ 

comes, to coimder yiAo is the most fit for the office, and has 
the best claim to the favor of the dtisens ; and if those eircum- 
atances are nearly equal in difierent candidates, then to adopt 
him who is most likely to succeed : by ^rfiich means the party 
you eqKHise will generaOy be victorious ; and you will hav« 
the credit of having carried many a candidate by your interest, 
when indeed he will be carried by the merits of his own pre- 
tensions : and should you at any time miscarry, your defeat vriU 
do you no harm ; for every one vrill acknowledge that your 
nan ought to have succeeded; and, by seeing you always 
espouse the most worthy, the public will in time have a strrag 
inducement to support your candidates, and will reasonably 
conclude that he is probably the most worthy whom you 
espouse : whereas, by following a dififerent course, though you 
may succeed once or twice, your very successes will dugrace 
and insure your future defeat.' 

W. 'All this may do very well in theory, but Reynolds has 
done so much, and is every day doing so much for me, that I 
think he ought to be fixed upon as town-clerk.' 

EL 'In my opinion you have fixed upon the last man in the 
duty that dioidd be thou^ of for that office ; and I may speak 
it die more fineely, because ReynoMs has experienced that I do 
not want an inclinaticm to serve him. When he sent Mr. 

Tr n to ask me to desire Mr. Sawbridge to appoint him his 

under-sherifi", he knows that there was not a minute between 
Tr ■ n's application to me and Mr. Sawbridge's granting my 
request:* he knows, too, the steps I have since taken to serve 



* The fUendahip subostinf between Mr. Home and Mr. Sawbridge will be a 
Subject of fntororemailc. 
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him in that line. There is nothing improper in his being micler' 
sheriff, because that is a private favor granted by the sheriff 
who serves the office at a very great expense. But the lucrar 7 

tive city offices are very different things : they ou^t always to 
be disposed of to the old citizens of loi^ standing, not those 
who make themselves free for the purpose ; to men of respect* 
able characters, who can plead services to the city ; or at least 
to those who, with equal merit, have not perhaps been so suc- 
cessful as their neighbors, and are not so easy in their fortunes 
as their fellow-citizens think they deserve. Reynolds has not 
the least claim: he is a freeman only of yesterday ; and you 
will certainly forfeit the esteem and support of the citizens, and 
narrow yourself to a very small circle indeed, if they see you 
endeavoring to confine all the emoluments of the city to yonr 
attorneys, agents, and particular adherents, to the exclusion of 
those who have long borne the burden of the city, and whose 
right those offices are. You ought, on the contrary, on these 
occasions, to assist worth and merit wherever you find it, 
whether amongst your own party or out of it, or even amongst 
your adversaries ; and, by so doing, your enemies will be less 
jealous of your power and less bitter, and the number of your 
firiends will increase as the approbation of your conduct 
increases.' 

Mr. Wilkes seemed much chagrined, and did not at all relish 
my aiguments, but turned the conversation to other subjects. 
About teii days afterwards, Mr. Reynolds came to me, and told 
me he desired my advice and assistance : that Mr. Wilkes had 
been talking to him about being town-clerk. — ^I repeated to Mr. 
Reynolds the arguments I had used to Mr. Wilkes, with many 
others particularly affecting Mr. Reynolds ; and Mr. Reynolds 
told me he was convinced by what I had said, and should think 
no more of it. 

On the^r*^ of August^ I went to Guilford, on account of the 
trial on my cause with Mr. Onslow. After the trial, about 
twenty of us dined together; and after dinner Mr. Heaton 
Wilkes took me out into another room, and solicited my influ- 
ence in his behalf for the chamberlain^p. Relative to this 
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sabject, I fully expressed my dissatisfaction by means of a 
written communication. 

Upon this business I had afterwards some very unpleasant 
conversation with Mr. Heaton Wilkes, and not much better 
with Mr. John Wilkes, who denied that he had ever approved 
the measure ; but insisted upon it, that his brother had as good 
a nght to be a candidate as any other person. Mr. Heaton 
Wilkes has continued his canvass, which he began many monfhs 
before he was a freeman, down to this time, and was made 
free of the city of London on the 27th of last September. 

J. HORNE ' 

LETTER VU. 

To Mr. John Wilkes. 

• 

"Mr. Cotes and Mr. Reynolds seem to declare upon their 
honor with as little scruple as Jews swear on the New Testa- 
ment Alas ! iia&pdicies will enrich the one no more than the 
toamrderkship the other. And Mr. Wilkes, whose ' heart is at 
present too full to my one word except his feelings ofgratitade^ 
will some time hence say to them, as he does now to Mr. Wild- 
man — * Deliver in your account on oath : I YnHfoUaw you into 
Westminster Hall.' — ^Mr. Wildman, sir, vnXifind you there.** 

" You are very discreet when you refuse to ' accept any place 
in the city.* The disposal of all would be much more lucrative 
to you than the possession of one ; and if, instead of a share^ 
your candidates were all able, like Mr. Reynolds, to advance 
the price of the office, your gain would be \e9B precarious. 

Will you content yourself, as you have hitherto done, to deny 
eU, and leave it on your own bare authority ? I believe you will ; 
for I know that you cannot defend yourself a moment, without 
being driven to an impudent, manifest contradiction of the most 
consistent, circumstances ; the best attested truths ; the most 
notorious facts ; and the clear testimony of some of the most 
respectable pubhc men in the world ; I mean Mr. Oliver, Mr. 
Townsend, Mr. Sawbridge, Mr. Glynn, sir Robert Bernard, 
Mr. Bellas, Mr. Lovell, &c. &c. These, with a great number 
of other gentlemen of considerable character in private station^^ 
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have been witnessed to the whole of my conduct ; to them I 
shall be forced frequently to appeal, and, with the most perfect 
confidence I trust my character to their affirmations: against 
die declarations, upon honor ^ of such men as Mr. Reynolds and 
Mr. Humphry Cotes. JOHN HORNE.** 

LBTTBR Vm. 

» 

To Mr. John Wilkes. 

***** "In your brother's address to the liveiy, I can 
find but two articles of recommendation on which to ground 
his pretensions : 

1. His near relationship to John Wilkes, esquire, as he terms 
his brother ; and 

2. That the chamberlainship will enable him to assist the said 
John Wilkes, esquire, more liberally. 

This near relation to John Wilkes, esquire, (who is now 
desirous to assist him more Uberally,) was pressed very ear* 
nestly by Mr. T. B , a stranger to them both, to jom with 
him in bailing a debt for the esquire, when he was attested 
during the city election ; but not having then a chamberlainsUp 
in view, he obstinately refused, and the very buUff, vAub 
arrested Ihb brother, joined, tim>ugh indignation, with Mr. T. 
B i in bail for this near relation. 

If ' Mr. Reynolds's honor will, (as you say,) remain unspotted 
til! the Jews are sworn (by direction of court I suppose you 
mean) on the New Testament,' his testimony must then be 
admitted by you to prove that your near relation, being himself 
out of the scrape, advised John Wilkes, esquire, to run away 
firom his bail. Par nobUefrfOrum /* 

Vp<Hi the whole, I aUow there could be no objection of tncdit- 
sistency in their choice, if the livery should choose to retum you 
both as sheriffs together, or to die court of aldermen for the 
office of lord-mayor; but unfortunately for your sch^ne in 



* This term «§ applied by Jimioeto the two Towiwhends. See p. 143 thi* 
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quesliODy the dection for the clumberlairtlMp is not used to 
faring forth twins. JOHN HORNE.'' 

LBTTBR IX. 

To Mr. Wilkes. 

• # * * # M|{en of reflection, integrity, and discernment, 
are disgusted at the grossness of your abuse, and perceive guilt 
to be the cause of your shuffling evasions : not that I believe 
you would be soiry at their removal from you, if it were not 
that you are sensible — * the ^/leece accompanies the ^/ZtN^' The 
natural consequence of your behavior is, that you are at tfus 
moment reduced to a little faction of about ^^wty very inoon- 
siderable names ; many of them honest, mistaken, or unin« 
formed ompletons ; some <^ them jovial feDows, who look no 
forther than the laugh and merriment of the table, and some 
of them disappointed or interested knaves. To each of these, 
in his turn, you confidentially declare howmuch you despise the 
lest ; and should every man to whom you have made such a 
dechmtiM, quit your acquaintance, you would not have one 
fool left whom you could flatter with the abuse o( another ; 
and if your present adherents wiU only compare notes together, 
they will easily learn your opinion of them all. 

But to proceed — Having now established Mr. Heatcm Wilkes 
the declared, advertising candidate for the chamberlainship of 
tfie city of London ; and secured to him your pMu>spirited 
vote, tfiough you disapprove his attempt; I vrill, in my next, 
begin to show your aNoduct to the public society at Uie London 
Tavern. JOHN HOllNE.'^ 

LBTI'BK X. 

To Mr. John WUkes. 

***** **Never, surely, vras a great public cause so 
overlaid veith the wickedness and folly of an individual as the 
present I Every day brought fresh difliculties and disgrace on 
Mr. Wilkes ; and yet he wasfhe <mly perscm who, all the while, 
. felt no distress, denied himself no expense, was neither sensible 
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or apprehensive of any disgrace. The just abhorrence of Mr. 
lVi]kes, as a private man, kept many good men at a distance from 
the cause of the people, which was unhappily blended with his 
personal persecution : the friends of that cause were therefore 
anxious to cover, if possible, or to lessen the infamy, of which 
he was careless. The breach of trust committed by him 
towards the Foundling Hospital began to make a noise ; being 
found, upon inquiry, to be too true, it demanded their earliest ( 

attention. Two gentlemen immediately advanced three hun- 
dred pounds to the hospital, and engaged themselves to pay the 
remainder. The whole sum due from Mr. Wilkes to the Found- 
ling Hospital amounted to 990/. Is, 2d. 

Whilst matters were in this situation, and every day growing 
worse, you were unjustly expelled from the house of commons ; 
and that expulsion was the cause of the society at the London 
Tavern. 

Many gentlemen, unconnected with each other, had long 
been wishing for some association to be set on foot for public 
purposes, and it had been much talked of as a measure capable 
of producing great benefit to the public : the present seemed a 
proper moment for it, and it was proposed by Mr. Townsend 
instantly to begin." 

** In this situation the establishment of a society was pro- 
posed : the plan was formed and executed in great haste : Mr. 
Sawbridge and Mr. Townsend labored at one end of the town, 
whilst some persons were employed at the other, to give a gene- 
ral notice of the design, and to coUect as many respectable 
persons as possible, whose sentiments and wishes were known 
to be public. On the 20th of February, 1769, only three days 
after the vote of incapacitation, the first meeting of the society 
was held at the London Tavern : a subscription was inune- 
diately made by the gentlemen present, which amounted to 
30237. — A second meeting was held five days afterwards, on the 
25th of the same month, when they assumed the name of * Sup- 
porters of the Bill of Rights.' A very worthy member of the 
house of commons proposed that name as most expressive of 
HoR public intentions of the society, which disdained the notion 
of being merely a club for Mr. Wilkes, of whom the greater 
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part had a Tery bad. opinion. Still further to avoid any such 
imputation^ it was at this second meeting resolved, that Mr. 
Wilkes's health should never be given in that society as a public 
toast ; and this resolution has been uniformly observed : still 
forther to avoid misapprehension, the society desired me to 
draw up an advertisement which should declare their purposes 
to the public. 

At die third meeting of the society, March 7, (only three 
weeks after the first,) three hundred pounds were given to Mr. 
Wilkes, and a committee was appointed with the treasurers to 
inquire into the several demands upon Mr. Wilkes. 

At the ninth meeting of the society, June 6, (only fifteen 
weeks from its first establishment,) it appeared that 4553/. had 
been expended in the composition of debts, &c. for Mr. Wilkes ; 
and a further sum of 2500/. was ordered to be issued by the 
treasurers for the further discharge of Mr. Wilkes's debts 
during the summer. After which, and a vote of 300/. more to 
Mr. Wilkes, the society adjourned to the 10th of October fol- 
lowing. 

Any man who reads this account, will naturally suppose, that 
Mr. Wilkes must have felt and expressed the warmest gratitude 
to a society like this, which, in so short a time had performed 
such wonders in his favor. Whoever shall suppose so, will be 
much mistaken: he abhorred the society and its members. 
The declarations of the most respectable part, disclaiming a 
personal attachment to Mr. Wilkes, and professing only a regard 
to the public, disgusted him extremely ; the resolution that his 
health should never be given as a public toast in that society, 
and the advertisement of supporting him and his cause only as 
far as it was a public cause, were never forgiven. Besides, he 
entertained a false notion that,had not this society been instituted, 
he should himself have received all the ready money subscribed 
by the society into his own hands ; what they applied to the 
discharge of his debts, he considered as a kind of robbery; 
and hated them for their care of him, as profligate young heirs 
do the guardians who endeavor to save them from destruction." 

** The society continued to make great progress in the affairs 
of Mr. Wilkes ; though, it must be confessed, with very little 
assistance from the public at large, out of the society. They 
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had paid all his election expenses, and one <^ his fines of 500/. 
they had conqiounded a very considerable poitionof his debts; 
when, on the 24th of October, they voted him 3002. more, 
making in the whole 100Q7* for his pocket 

A few weeks after this vote, Mr. Wilkes oUained a verdict 
against lord Halifax, with 4000/. damages: I waited on Mr. 
Wilkes, and endeavored to persuade him that he wbb bound in 
honor, hi honesty, and policy, to send these 4000Z. to the Lon- 
don Tavern, in aid to^nmrds the payment of his debts ; I repre- 
sented to him the poverty of our bank, which had, indeed, 
advanced too far, and was in debt ; I endeavored to make him 
sensible that 40002. at that time, vi^uld go further in compound- 
ing his debts, than 10,0002. woukl some time afterwards: I 
showed him the reputation he would gain, by this act of com- 
mon honesty and policy, and that he would encourage the public 
to subscribe towards him, and bmd the gentlemen of the 
society never to quit him till they had at least returned him his 
40002., thou^ it was empkyed in the discharge of his own 
debts. I laboured in vain: ready cash made Mr. Wilkes 
deaf to my aiguments. He would not send a penny to the 
society for the dischaige of his own debts, though it was not 
many weeks since the society had, in one year, voted him the 
last part of a thousand pounds for his support. 

Whilst these things were in agitation, the society, on the 8th 
of February, 1770, received a letter from the commons house 
of assembly of South Carolina, with a subscription of 10002. 

In this situation were the affidrs of the society, when you 
came out of the King^s Bench, on the 17th of April, 1770, on^ 
fourteen nunUks since its first establishment. Your election 
expenses of 20732. were paid ; — your two fines of 10002. were 
dischaiged ; — 12,0002. of your debts were compounded ; — ^you 
had a thousand pounds from the society, besides all the private 
presents you received ; — you reserved to yourself the/our thom* 
sand pounds received from lord Halifax ; — and there remained 
only 63212. I3s. to be compounded of your debts. 

In my next, I will proceed to Aow the return you made to 
the society and the public for these obligations ; from which 
may easily be collected your gratitude to the one, and your 
regard finr die other. JOHN HORNE.' 
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4, LXTTER X. 

To Mr. John Wake:f. 

'* On the 17th of April, 1770, Mr. TVUkes was reieased from 
kbe King's Bench prison ; and at the next meeting of the society, 
Afml 24, he was proposed to be b^lotted for as a member ; 
and, at the following meeting, May 8, was unanimously chosen. 

In my fast, I showed what was the situation of die society's 
accounts at this time, and stated both what had been done, and 
what remafned to do, viz : 

Debts of Mr. Wilkes, (Uscharged above £ 12,000 
To Mr. Wilkes, for his support - - 1,000 

To his election exposes ... 2,973 

To his two fiiies . - . - 1,000 

And by all the lists of claims on Mr. IVilkes he remained 
indebted 6,821{^^. 

It is proper I should now mention what was Mr. "Wilkes's 
vimble situation. He had in estate pf 700/. a year, out of 
which 200/. a year was payable to Mrs. Wilkes, and an annuity 
of 150/. was due to Mr. Reynolds, he having purchased the 
same for 1000/. ; so that there remained to Mr. Wilkes a nomi- 
nal 3501. a year. Besides this income, Mr. Wilkes had 2000/. 
in ready money ; the other 20002. of the sum recovered from 
lord Halifax, were said to be paid to Mr. Reynolds, i. e. 1200/. 
for Bfr. ReynoMs's law chains, &c., and 800/. to discharge 
some debts contracted by another breach of trust towards the 
Buckinghamshire militia, when Mr. Wilkes was their colonel." 

^ On quitting the Kingfs Bench prison he took a house on '9, 
tease BiJ^iypounds a year, that he might layout some hundreds 
On its repairs : at the same time he took a country house at 
sixty guineas for the season ; and, to complete his plan of eco^ 
nomy, he sent his daughter to Paris, to see the DauphirCs wed- 
dingy whilst himself was all the summer making the tour of the 
uiotering places. That his generous supporters might not be 
too much ridiculed, he kept no more than six domestics ; and 
that his politeness and gratitude to his country might keep pace 
with his economy, only three of them were French. 
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Such were the atiiations of Mr. Wilkes and of the iociety 
when he was released from prison. 

Those who had hitherto laboured so indefatigably did jnot 
remit'their diligence. In order to keep the promises of the 
society, and do good to the pubUc, it was. necessary that they 
should at length come to f)me concluaon of Mr. Wilkes's pri- 
vate affairs. They could easily see that, if they did not make 
haste, Mr. Wilkes would incur fresh debts faster than they could 
dischaige the old : it was proper he should know ^at he had 
to expect from the society ; and they could not b^^ to pro- 
cure for him a reasonable annuity till they had first cleared his 
incumbrances. It was the wish of all those with whom I ever 
conversed, to set him free, and afterwards to procure for him a 
clear annuity of 600/. Having done so, to cease subscriptions 
for the further support of Mr. Wilkes, unless some new public 
reason should make it justifiable,and to apply th|^whoIe collected 
strength of the public to the most important public measures 
that should need peciinia]y«assistance. Whatever difficulties 
the future private extrava^^;ance of Mr. WiJkes might bring 
upon him, the society did not consider as any object of their 
concern. The public spirit of the nation would be justified by 
what they had done for him ; and suffi^nt encouragement 
would thereby be given to all other- private men to do their 
duty, and a sufficient lesson to kings and ministers to abstain 
from violence and injustice. These purposes I did not doubt 
to see fulfaied before the month of March, 1771. And I was 
J^ft enough to suppose, that Mr. Wilkes would not dare to 
ceSuI 1 .®^"*®'^*®^' **" (^^^ «*^ whole years of such suc- 
his debt ^^^^^^^ t^ ^ Pri^te affiiire, himself freed from 
still su ^' ^^ ^* ^'^^ ^^ hundred pounds a year, the society 
ed our'*?^^'^ the expense of aU. public measures) we employ- 
advanta^"^- *^ '^ ^^ ^^^ important objects of public 
without ' ^'* ^^^ ™^®' ^^ ^ corresponding conduct, 
^'^ great ^^^^ ^*^"* received the slightest favor from any party 
that, by ^i^*^ "*^*^™«^tion or opposition, I could not foresee 

contradict ^^ ^^^^^' '^^^^ ^^ expense, I should gain the 
^*y imputation of being, at the same time, the hireling 
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«f the onCf and the tool of the <aher: and that Mr. Wilkes, the 
only private gainer in the druggie should, of all men in the 
world, be the person to bring the charge against me. Mr. 
Wilkes, in perfect idleness and security, /our times elected 
member for Middlesex, and twice alderman of London, a gainer 
of thirty thousand pounds, is the person to impute to me an 
interested design ! to me, who have frequently risked the whole, 
and actually spent a great part of my little fortune in the con- 
test, often exposed to a prison, and sometimes to death ! an 
interested design ! Sumo superbiam, I know there is not one 
even of his pluJanx that believes it. 

After thip summer recess, the society was -to meet again Nov. 
2f7, 1770. 

On Monday, October 22, 1770, 1 received a note from Mr. 
Wilkes, to inform me that he would call the next day to talk 
with me on some business of consequence. I was at that 
moment going into the countiy for a week, the post-chaise was 
at the door, and my company waiting : I desired a gentleman 
who was in ray room to answer the note, and to tell him I 
would visit him as soon as I returned. According to my pro- 
mise, on Sunday, October 28, 1 went to Mr. Wilkes, at Fulham. 
Our conversation thmed chiefly on three things : — ^His brother^s 
pretensions to the chamberlainship ; his expectations from the 
London Tavern ; and his intended proceedings at Westminster 
on the Wednesday following. It was my misfortune to be of 
a different opinion from Mr. Wilkes on all three : indeed we 
seldom did concur in any measure, except in those which 
tended to his private advantage ; as far as I thought it just and 
honorable to pursue his private interest, I met with his hearty 
concurrence; for he found my endeavors efiectual, and be 
reaped the instant benefit. In all public measures our opinions 
have been uniformly as different as our aims. However, when 
I look back on what is past, I find the voice of the people 
(which Mr. Wilkes called the voice of God) in my favor ; and, 
if the public are not to be condenmed, Mr. Wilkes cannot have 
been very right, nor I veiy wrong ; for, however new and 
extraordinary it may seem to those who are unacquainted with 
the particulars of what has passed, it is nevertheless most cer- 
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tain, that Mr. Wilkes has strenuously exposed ahnost eir^r j 
measure wMch the public has adopted. But, as I mean heren 
after to explain the whole of his conduct in those matters, i 
diall confine myself at present to what relates to the society 9i 
the London Tavern. Mr. ,Wilkes desired ready money, I 
thought it a shameful request : I repeated to him the situation 
of the society which was in arrears ; and showed him tiiaC, in 
order to discharge his remaining debts, we must borrow from 
some of the members on the«»credit of the society. His debts 
being once dischai^d, I told him, I would venturer to answer 
for it, that he would have a clear annuity of 600?. ; that if it 
amounted to 10007.^ I should be better pleased, but would not 
press the thing beyond 6007. ; that this annuity, with ^hat he 
had and what his relations coidd do for him, oughl to oontent 
him ; but, whether he veas contented or not, that I should trouble 
myself on that score no ftirther. That we had already dwelt 
too long and exhausted ourselves too much on his private affiurs, 
and should deservedly meet with the scorn and /tension of 
the public, if we did not fnroceed to matters of greater pijdl>fic 
importance. Mr. Wilkes still pressed for ready numey^ and 
said it would be doing him more kindness to give him tiie 
money, and trust for the remainder of his dibts to the chaptor 
of accidents. He lu'ged to me his old argument, whidr he has 
often repeated to many people, that ' those who do pay make 
amends for those who do not; and that tradesmen always 
charge accordingly.' I replied, that the same pretence would 
equally justify him for robbing them on the highway, or bnm-i 
ing their houses down ; because no doubt their gain in trade, if 
they are not undone, must supply all their losses. As I conti-r 
nued obstinate, Mr. Wilkes grew angry : he said, if he vras to 
be treated so, it was plain the society had only made a decay' 
duck of his name, and that he was used only as an mirument. 
I grew warm in my turn, I reproached him for his unreasona-; 
bleness, selfishness, and ingratitude ; I adced him what merit he 
pretended to vnth the public, and what claim he had to dieir 
support, but as an mstrument of public good ; and I assured 
him I would take care he should not be able to cast that reproadi 
on the society ; for that as soon as we had complete<f the pro* 
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▼kioD for him I had mentioned, I would make a motion to give 
him all the money that should remain over in the banker's hand ; 
and to advertise that, for the future, no more subscriptions 
would be received by the society, unless some great poUic 

occasicMi should arise, which exceeded the abilities of that 

« 

society alone to support. 

What passed between us concerning the chanAeriainship and 
the Westminster instructions^ did not tend to restore his good 
humour towards me. He found it in vain to use any further 
endeavors to bend me to his purposes ; a^d, from that day for* 
wards, has employed every means, by paragraphs and other- 
wise, to destroy the effect of any o{q>osition I mi^t make to 
his scandalous attempts. 

On the 27th of November, the society met ; and a committee 
of accounts was appointed for the 7th of December following* 
At the next meeting <^ the society, December 11, a report was 
made from the committee, ' That there appeared to be 7432. 
1&. 5d., still undischaiged of the Ust of Mr. Wilkes's debts 
admitted by the society on the 17th of April, 1770.' 

On the 32d of January, 1771, the society met again, accord* 
ing to their last adjournment. Great industry had been used 
by Mr. WilkM to fock a majority, many meetings had been 
held, and dinners given at the prime minister's (Mr. ReymM)) 
for the purpose. Sixteen members, who had never paid the 
least attention to any part of the transactions, and had scarcely 
ever attended before, came merely to vote as Mr. Wilkes should 
direct : on the other hand, many gentlemen who disliked the 
attempts on the society, now stayed away, disgusted at altercap 
tion and the indecent behavior of some of Mr. Wilke^s agents ; 
it is not wonderfid, for in aU lai^ companies it is found that 
public wishes are hot so sharp a spur as private interest. The 
same conduct which is pursued by the minister in packing a 
majority in anaOier assembly naturally produced the same mea« 
sures at tUs meeting. like the house of commons, they voted 
their king money without an account, and an approbation of his 
ecMiduct withtnU an inqmry* It was by a onall majori^ of a 
meeting, which eonnsted of farty^seoen. 

^ Resolved, 1. That cftxr ikeddfts due by this society are dis^ 
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charged^ there be paid out of the first uni^plied monieg which 
shall come into the hands of the treasurers of this society the 
sum of 600/. to pay Mr. L. Macleane in full satisfaction for all 
debts due from John Wilkes, esq. to the said L. Macleane. 

^ 2. Resolved, That a further subscription be now opened f<Nr 
the purpose of dischai^ng all the cfuJMcmding debts of John 
Wilkes, esq., which appear to have been bona fide due at the 
time of the formation of this society. 

^3. Resolved, That the public conduct of John Wilkes, esq., 
since his enlai^ment from the King's Bench prison hath been 
such as merits the approbation of this society. 

^ 4 Resolved, Tlutt the public be informed that there are 
some old debts of John Wilkes, esq., which still remain unpaid, 
and that their further contributions are necessary to dischai^ 
them.' 

After this meeting, many of the most respectable members 
talked of quitting the society, which they thought much better 
than staying there to wrangle, or to be made a mere club for 
Mr. Wilkes to impose upon the public by general prof esskmsy 
and to receive subscriptions solely for the support of his extra- 
vagance. It would not have been at all difficult to have per- 
suaded a large majority to attend for ofice, and re-establish the 
public principles upon which the society first began ; but ofnce^ 
or many times, would not have sufficed. Mr. Wilkes is too 
artful and industrious in mischief, and the ^tools he w<m1(8 with 
too stupid and obedient not to have made a perpetual attendance 
necessary. Such an attendance few men can, and still fewer 
will give, when they have no private purpose to answer ; espe- 
cially where they are to be liable to the ignorance and brutality 
of such men as Mr. Rejmolds, whilst Mr. Wilkes is dexterous 
enough to avail himself of the former quahty in his agents, to 
turn the latter upon his opponents. Besides, it is always much 
easier to produce confusion than to preserve order; and if Mr* 
Wilkes could every now and then procure a majonty to adopt 
zmi publish some imprudent measure, the society would be 
sure to lose their character, and with it their importance ; and 
we knew, for he had declared long before, that he was deter- 
mined to destroy it. Still we were willing to try every mea- 



TO JOHN WItK£S. 231 

sure to preserve the society, whose dissolution, as to every 
public purpofie, we foresaw with infinite regret. 

At the next meeting, therefore, of the society, on February • 
12, 1771, one of the members* rose and desired to be. indulged 
with some conversation, though he was not going to make a 
motion : he desired only to explain his own sentiments and 
understand theirs : he repeated his own public motives, and 
showed they were originally the declared motives of the 
society : much dispute, he said had, however, been lately held, 
whether these were originally the avowed intentions of the 
society, or whether it had been instituted merely for the support 
and emolument of Mr. Wilkes, to the exclusion of all other public 
measures ; he therefore, for his part, viraived entirely that dis- 
pute : he desired only to know what were the sentiments the 
society would declare note, and whether they would determine 
to act for the future as a public society, giving support and effec- 
tual assistance to every thing which was importantly useful to 
the rights of the nation and mankind, or confine themselves 
singly to Mr. Wilkes? He said he did not mean to make a 
motion of this, or put it to the vote : if there were five or even 
three members of that society present, who would acknowledge 
themselves to be confined merely to the raising of money for 
Mr. Wilkes, he would quit the society at once vvHithout troubling 
them with any reasoning on the subject. — Several other gentle- 
men declared the same sentiments. — This conversation was 
entirely unforeseen ; Mr. Wilkes himself was not present ; his 
leading partisans were without instrbctions on the subject ; the 
professions were only in genera/ of public motives; and general 
professions are safely made, by the most interested men, who 
never mean to come to particulars. Much conversation how- 
ever passed of a different tendency, yet no one member would 
acknowledge SLprivate principle of action. 

The member who spoke first then rose again, and said, since 
he found they were all agreed in their ^eneroZ motives, he would 
now make di particular motion in consequence ; and he moved 



* Mr. Home. 
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— *' That an iipmediate subscription (in order to raise five huu-^ 
dred pounds) be opened for Mr. Bingley, for having refused td 
^hanswer interrogatones, and to submit to the ill^al mode of 
attachment/ He represented to them that it was now near 
tiree years since Mr. Bingley was first sent to prison ; that be 
bad sujSered ahnost as much imfirisonment as Mr. Wilkes, and 
had hitherto received no reward for resisting attachment and 
interrogatories, which were much more dangerous and dreadful 
than general warrants; that besides, he was in a statipn where 
sentiment and public principle were not so much to be expected 
a$ in Mr. Wilkes's, and therefore required the greater encou- 
ragement. He said, he did not desire any gentkman present 
to subscribe to this ; that he knew the money would be raiscji ; 
the only question for them to consider vras, whether the society 
wouM have the honor of the gift, or whether it shouU be given 
out of the society, by those gentlemen who had already deter^ 
lerminedon the measure and were desirous to contribute? 

T^ motion seemed too reasonable to admit of debate, and 
yet it met with great opposition from Mr. Wilkes's friends. It 
was, however, carried by a majority; and near half the 
money was instanUy subscribed. 

At the nest meeting of the society, February 26, 1771, Mr. 
Wilkes attended. He had collected his forces, and was shame- 
less enough to cause them to come to the following resolution : 

* That the first object of this society, in order to promote the 
public purposes of its institution, was to support John Wilkes, 
esq. against ministerial oppression, by discharging his debts and 
rendering him independent. That this society having resolved 
that the public conduct of John Wilkes, esq. has continued such 
as merited their approbation; and not having as yet fully 
accomplished their declared purpose of discharging his debts, 
no new subscriptions shall for the future be opened in this society, 
for any other purpose whatsoever, until all the debts of John 
Wilkes, esq. which shall appear to have been bona fide due at 
the time of the formation of this society, and have already been 
given in to any committee or general meeting thereof, shall be 
fully discharged or compromised.' 

Before this resolution was passed, every possible method was 
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tried for an accomaiodatioii : it was propofled that every per- 
son might be permitled in that society to subscribe for whatev^ 
good purpose he liiould iidopi : it was shown plainly that, by 

m 

this vote, they would exclude fit>m the society every one who 
wished to do public good, and who yet mi^t not choose to 
sdxBcribe to Mr. Wilkes, or, having given something, mig^t not 
consent to subscribe any more. Mr. Wilkes wouU listen to no 
teims; he was now sure to accomplish his wishes, and saw, that 
from ikis dag, the society wouU dther exist no kngetf or would 
exist fi^ him only.* JOHN HORNE." 

UITBXXI. 

To the Rev* Mr. Home.'\ 

June 30. 

^ Sir, — ^I now proceed to examine your tvodfih letter,]: and, 
according to the notice I gave you, to cbse a correspondence 
which the public have loi^ ago called upon me to conclude. I 
shall therefore, necessarily,' in taking leave of you, consider a 
few other particulars, which from huny or inadvertency, I have 
omitted. 

The account you have published of the society, called the 
Supporters of ihe Bill of Bights^ and their proceedings, is 
equally prolix and fallacious. In the state of the pecuniary 
transactions of the society, you give so perplexed- a detail of 
my ajfiurs, that I am totally at a loss to comprehend your ac- 
counts. Tou pretended, in a former letter, tibat at the institu- 
tion of that society I was scarcely thought of, and you endea* 
vored to prove that paradox by a single advertisement after the 



* The reader will readily perceive that Mr. Home never attended a meeting 
of the Bill of lUghts Society after the day above mentioned — ^the S6th of Febnh 
•ly, 1771. It is important to noia this fiu^ aa will hereafter ^pear. 

t I here insert the greater part of Mr. Wilkes^a last letter to Mr. Home, by 
vUch the reader wiU be enabled to judge of the wbola. Contamptible quibMii^ 
ssd ooame langiMfcge oharacterixe all hia leHea in this coiraflpopdence. 

t TIm» pnvmBMtt of Mr. Hona, in ihe oH^nslMritt^ wsbTYo. 19. 
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seamd meetiiig, omitting all the reaolutioiiB of the first at the 
▼eiy fonnation of the society, which I have already quoted* 
WiU you, sir^ allow the society themselves to detenmne what 
their own intentions were 7 Feb. 26, 1771, it was resolved, 
' That the^j^ object of this sodety, in order to promote the 
purposes of its institution, was to support John Wilkes, esq* 
against ministerial oppression, by discharging his debts and ren- 
dering him independent'- In your account of Mr. Wilkes's 
debts, you studiously omit a remarkable part of an advertise-* 
ment repeatedly published by the Society of the Bill of Rights 
m all the papers. 'N. B. 71492. &. of Mr. Wilkes's debts 
appear to have been incurred by his having been security for 
other persons.' Did you fear that this m^t be brou^ to 
confute your chaige of his indifference for the interest of his 
friends, when it appears that he subjected himself to the pay* 
ment of so laige a sum on their account? You wiQ please to 
recollect that, by an early resolution of the society, on May 9, 
1769, printed in the papers, 'All committees of the society are 
to meet on every first and third Tuesday in the month, at the 
London Tavern, at one in the afternoon,' and that the ccmmittee 
of accounts^ by the advertisement of Nov. 20, 1770, 'was 
always open to all members c^ the society.' If, therefore, you 
suspected the least fraud from any quarter, it was your duty to 
have attended to detect it. Although you have deserted the 
society, it is still incumbent on you to acquaint them of any 
fraud or collusion you have discovered. I call upon you to 
write a letter, stating the particulars, to the chairman of the 
next meeting, and to give your proofs of the smallest intended 
impontion of any kind, or you will pass for an infamous calum- 
niator of your benefactor^ Mr. Reynolds, and other men of 
honor, whom you Imve wickedly traduced. When you men- 
tion that * The other 2000Z. of the sum recovered from lord 
Halifax were said to be paid to Mr. Reynolds, i. e. 1200/. for 
Mr. Reynolds's law chaiges, &c., and 800/. to dischaige some 
debts contracted by another breach of trust towards the Buck- 
inghamshuie militia, when Mr. Wilkes was their colonel,' you 
well know that you are deceiving the pubUc, for I have fre- 
quently told you I paid Mr. Reynolds 2000/. on acamnt for law 
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ohaiges and debt, ifdtich he paid for me. The breach of trusty 
you talk of, is among yom* many barefaced falsehoods, which 
will cooer you toUh infamy, . Your characteristic is the evil spirit 
of lying.** 

Yon say, ' He took a country house at sixty guineas/or tie 
seaton ; and to complete his plan of economy, he sent his 
dau^ter to Paris to see the DaujAir/s weddings whilst himself 
was afftAe nanmer making the tour of the looeat^^/iZace^/ I 
rented aready-fumished house at «txty guineas /or tAe year, while 
my small house here wasrepairing. When it was completed, I let 
the house at Fulham for the remainder of the year. You assert, 
' On quitting th^ King's Bench prison, he took a house on a 
lease at Jifiy pounds a year.' Is it not possible, sir, for you once 
to tell the u)hole truth 7 The rent is fifty guineas a year. My 
daughter went to Paris at the time of the Dauphin^ s weddings 
on the invitation of a lady of fashion to her own house. I met 
her at Dover on her return from France, and during the month 
of August, we made a tour together. When you say, that J 
was ^ all the summer making the tour of the watering places,' it 
is a malicious falsehood you designedly utter, for I was only 
absent while the dog-star raged, when there is a vacation finom 
all city business* You mean to insinuate a total want of economy^ 
I know the sin that mast easily 5ese<^ me, and I know, too, where 
you and the ministry expect to surprise me. You will both-be 
disappointed. My friends have with pleasure remarked my 
reformatum. 

As to the Rockingham administration, my regard to them 
arises solely from their services to this country and the colonies, 
not from any personal favors. I do not owe a pardon to them, 
although I warmly solicited it during the whole time of their 
power. Soon after they (xmw into enqdoyment^lvnA^ to hA^ 
goneinapublic character to Constantinople; but 1 very soon 
drc^ped that idea. I never did receive frcHn them either pension^ 
gratuity^ or reward. WhenI said/irecar]iot<5,Iusedthe wordas 
synonymous with dqi^endent. That upright administration was 
removed in July, 1766. My declaration, ^ never to accept from 
the crown either place, pension, gratuity, or emolument of any 
kind,' viras not made to my most meritorious constituents, the 
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freeholders of SfidcHesex, till June 18, 1766. I then pledged 
myself to them, and added, that *1 would live and di6 m their 
service, a private gentleman, perfectly free, under no control 
but the laws, under no influence but theirs,' &e. 

Whether you proceed, sir, to a thirteenth^ or a tMrtift/thilieT, 
is to me a matter of the most entire indifference. You will no 
longer have me your correspondent. All the efforts of your 
malice and rancor cannot give me a moment's disquietude. 
They will only torment your own breast. I am wholly indif- 
ferent aboVit your sentiments of me, huppy in' the favorable 
opinion of many valuable friends, in the most honorable con- 
nexions, both public and private, and in the prospect of render- 
ing myself eminently useful to my country. Formerly, in ex^, 
when I was'tir&e patriaque extorrisy* and torn from every sacred 
tie cf friendship, I have moistened my bread with my tears, 
mierest ofmy life I hope to enjoy my morsel at home in peace 
and cheerfuhiess, among those I love and honor; far from the 
malignant eye of the false friend and the inndious hypocrite. 

I am, sir, your humble sewant, 

JOHN WILKES.** 

USTTER XS. 

To Mr. John Wilkes. 

Giveyou joy, sir. The parson of Brentford, is at length 
defeated.'\ He no longer rules with an absolute sway over the 
eity of London. You have detected his Jesuitical dee{>4aid 
td^emes of running away with the monument on his back* 
You have rescued the prostrate livery 6com his dictatorial 
mUBwrity ; have congratulated them on their victory ; and 
festered to them a perfect liberty— -of d<Nng vrimtever fm 
please*! The poor parson has been buffeted on the hustings 



* An exile firom thecity and conntiy. 

t Thie alladee to Uie dty electionB, which tamed out, in extct eoDfonniiy to 
the wiehes, and the interest of Mr. Wilkes. 

} Junius in a private letter to Wilkes, August 81, 1771, writes as follows : 
"< Whatever imaginary views may be ascribed to the author, it must always 
fntititfmi ^Jmmf9 plm to fopport BCr. Wilkes while ke makes comnon cause 
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where he did not appear, and hissed out of playhouses which he 
never entered ; he has been sung down in the streets, and 
esralted to a conspicuous comer with the pope and the devil 
in the print shops ; and finally, to complete the triumph over 
this niigfaty adversary, you have caused him to be burnt in effigy. 
Formerly, these arts used to be practised against a minist^ 
of state, or at least against some person whose wealth and 
power Doi^t afford a pretence for suspicion of undue influence ; 
but if so insignificant a.name as mine can, by paragraphs, &Cf 
be made -important enough to scare them with .a^rehensions 
for their independence, you will never want a bugbear for the 
livery. You are heartily welcome to the use you haie made 



wiUi tke people. I would engage your fiivorable sttention to what I am going 
to say to you ; and I entreat yon not to be too huty in concluding, from the 
apparent tendency of this letter, to tny poBtSUeinUruts oreoaneanonfof my own.^ 

** Mr. Home, after doing mueh msekUft is now I think, comi^etely defeated and 
farmed. The author of the uhhappy dipiriiona in the city is removed. Why should 
westtfler Metporfcf to five after him ? In thisYiew, I confess, I am vindictive^ and 
voold visit his sms upon his children. I wodd punish him in his offspring by 
npairing the bleaches lie has made. — Convinced that I am speaking to a man 
who has spirit enough to act if his judgment be satisfied, I will not scruple to 
declare at once, that Mr. Saiobridge ought to be lordmmfeTf and that he ought to 
owe it to your first motion, and to the exertion of all your credit in the city.** 
Junius then gives his reasons for the oourse he advises haafrimd Wilkes to take. 

The idea of punishing the father by giving his offipiing the first office in the 
city was entirely new ; and although the baU was favorably received by Wilkes, 
it was not relished by his party, and Junius was obliged reluctantly to abandon 
the project Junius said himaeli^ *<I do not deny that a stroke tike this is above 
the Uvd oivfigarpdieiff or that if you were amucAJest emuidenAU man than you 
are^ it would not soit you,** 

As before observed, pardcular notice will hereafter be taken of the intimate 
friendship existing between Home and Sawbridge at this time, as well as before 
and afterwards. 

The passage on wbseh I have been commentating bk the fbregoing eztiaot, 
although in opposition in sentiment, is nevertheless quite in the style of Home ; 
who, in answer to a frivolous impertinent charge, brou^^t against him by Wilkes, 
about tiie publicatioa of some pamphletst says, ** Toubid me give you the evidence 
ttf Ifr. Davis, both the fttiierimd the son, and of Mr. Foots. You idio bring the 
ehaige shoidd take the sftutprotoMK / I can only give my own evidence. They 
must, if they please^ give theirs for themselves. But why this Judaism, sir ? 
Why will not Mr. Davis the father satisfy you? Why visit the sins of the fiithers 
npon the duldren ?** 
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of it, and I shall freely forgive you a repetition of the same 
indignities, as long as you confine them to the newspapers and 
effigy: but, alas! all the honors and preferments you have 
heaped upon me have likewise been only in eSgy : his grace of 
Grafton invites me to no conference ; lord North admjts me to 
no levee ; the Exchequer withholds my pension ; and the bishop 
of Durtiam will not let me touch one farthing of my quarterage. .:• 
So that I have nothing left to console me but the support of die 
Shelbume ftu^Uon, the recovery of my old clothes, the sub- 
scriptions I^haxre pocketed, and Sir Joseph's three bank-notes. 

When I first began my public correspondence with you, I 
engaged to give an account of the commencementfp^ogress, and 
conclusion of the intercourse between us ; because, from the cir- 
cumstances of the relation, honest men of any tolerable discern- 
ment will be able to form a judgment how far they ought, and 
how far Ihey ought not, to support you. You engaged, on your 
part, to give a full answer to every charge I should bring. / 
mean to keep my promise; and though I thought it proper to 
forbear the prosecution of it during the city election, I shaJl now 
proceed : the deep researches, laborious study, and prodigious 
science necessary to qualify you for the office of sheriff, will 
excuse you from giving any answer ; and leave you at liberty 
to lie anonymously in the newspapers without detection. 

When the motion was made at the London Tavern, of * No 
new subscriptions for the future for any other purpose uhatso-' 
every until cdl the debts of John Wilkei^ esq. should be fully 
dischai^d,^ after a pause of some minutes Mr. Home rose, and 
said he had waited in momentary expectation, that Mr. Wilkes 
would have taken the opportunity to entreat his friend to with- 
draw a motion so fatal to the reputation both of Mr. Wilkes and 
the society: he expressed his amazement that Mr. Wilkes 
could silently hear a measure proposed, which could produce 
nothing but dififgrace to both ; but he said it was impossible Mr. 
Wilkes could continue silent upon the subject, unless he was 
willing it should be miderstood, that this attempt to impose upon 
the public and the society proceeded from himself. Mr. Home 
added, that since the subscription for Mr. Bingley had very 
much offended Mr. Wilkes, and was the avowed reason of this 
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motioD to prevent any * new Bobscriptions for the future for any 
other purpose whatsoever," he would endeavor to satisfy them 
of the propriety of that subscription, and the impropriety of the 
present motion. Mr. Bingley had above a year before repeat- 
edly sent petitions to the society, which Mr. * had as 

often deferred, in expectation of finishing Mr. Wilkes's affairs^ 
and fit>m a desire that nothing might interfere to prevent it; 
but when it was evident that a party was formed to av<nd 
coming to any conclusion, even after three yean^ attention to 
that single object, it would have been cruel to the poor man to 
have deferred any longer the generous* inten^ons of several 
gentlemen towards him. But there was a much stronger reason 
than private compassion against any fiirther delay ; the freedom 
if the press was materially concerned in moving the subscript 
tion for Bingley at the last meeting. Mr. Home said, he was 
sorry to be forced to mention transactions which ought to be 
kept secret, and to explain motives wluch ou^t to be under- 
stood but not expressed in laige companies ; however, that 
rather ihan see his intentions of public good defeated by this 
restrictive resolution^ he would tell them his chief motive for 
moving the subscription at the last meeting. Mr. Horne 
observed, that he had some small time since received informa- 
tion from an authority which he could not doubt, that a certain 
great personage had conversed with the elder Onslow at St. 
James's near half an hour ; that in that conversation it was 
mentioned to Mr. Onsbw as a matter of surprise, that the house 
of commons permitted their debates to be published ; and it 
was asked, if it was ever suffered before, and why something 
was not done to prevent it 7 This question from such a person , 
was well understood to be an order ; and after the repeated 
failures of. lord Mansfield in the^courts of law, both by infor- 
motion and ottachmeTU^ it was easy to see whither they would 
next have recourse to destroy the freedom of the press. It was 
plain Mr. Onslow understood it ; for soon after, on ihejiflh of 
February, his relation, the younger OnstoWj made a motion in 
the house of commons, that an order of that house against 
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printing any pert of the debflteB flhouM be read and entered 
amongst the minutes of that day. Mr. Home said, thisw as a 
cmifinnation to him of his intelligence, and increawd his suspi- 
cions of what was to follow ; he had therefore laxxwdS jmrpo§df 
caused to be inserted in the Middlesex Journal of Februaxy 7, 
an innocent paragraph about Mr. Onslow's motion : expecting 
that the Onshws wouldbring it before the house ; which happened 
as it was foreseen ; for the printers, WhiMe^ who first inserted, 
and Thompson^ who copied that paragraph, were ordered to 
attend the bouse of conunons. In this interval the society met, 
(on the I2th of February,) before the order of attendance to 
the printers was exphned ; and Bfr. Hotne chose that particular 
moment to move the subscription for Bingley, on purpose to 
encourage the printers, (whcm it was necessary to use on this 
occasion against the usuiped power of the house,) and to show 
thepo, by this example, that they too would be eflfectually sup- 
ported, and rewarded for resisting an iUegal and scandalous 
attempt upon the fireedom of the press. Mr. Home declared, 
that Uiis subscription for Bingley did instantly produce the 
desired effect , and both the printers refused to obey ; and there 
was no doubt, (the law being clear in the case, that a power erf" 
punishment cannot belong to the house of commons,) that other 
printers would likewise depend upon the lawa of their country 
and the support of that society, and refuse obedience to any 
similar usurpation of the house o^er them. But, said Mr. Home, 
diould you now, gentleman, come to a resolution of no new 
tubacr^pitkni * for the future for any other purpose uhaUoever 
until cM Mr. Wilkes's debts shall be fully discharged,' you will 

« undo all that has been done ; the puUic good effect of Bingley's 
subscription will be lost ; the printers will despair of support ; 
and you cannot expect that^they should be able alone and 
unsupported to oppose, however l^ally,the powers of govern- 
ment, which are now united against the rights of the people ; 
even if they should, the contest would be too unequal, the 
printers would be undone, and the press ruined He therefore 
entreated them to lay aside all little, factious, private views, and 
forbear a resolution which would certainly be productive of 

such bad consequences to the public, and such dishonor to the 

society. 
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He concluded with addressing himself again to Mr. Wilkes ; 
he called upon his policy, his public spirit, his gratitude, his 
modesty ; all which should strongly persuade him to show his 
disapprobation of a* motion which was to restrain gentlemen, 
who had done so much for him, from putting their hands in 
their pockets to relieve any other object of compassion, or to 
promote any public measure. 

To all these aiguments, Mr. Wilkes was absolutely dumb ; 
no sense of shame could force a single word from him ; and 
the resolution of no new subscriptians far the future hut for Mr, 
WtlkeSj was carried, himself being present, by the same gen- 
tlemen who had before voted against Bingley's subscription, 
and some other personal friends of Mr. Wilkes, who had been 
brou^t thither for the purpose, amongst whom were his two 
brothers, his attorney, &c. JOHN HORNE. 

July 10." 

Respecting the justice of this dispute, there can be little 
hesitation ; but, in regard to its impolicy, no doubt whatever 
can now be entertained. Mr. Home did not succeed in his 
attempt to expose Mr. Wilkes to the multitude, for he became 
more popular than ever, and that too, in consequence of the 
opposition to his career. 

This gentleman, indeed, although his talents and learning 
were far inferior, yet, by means of superior skiO, and a more 
intimate knowledge of mankind, appears, on the whole, to have 
foiled his adversary. By stoutly denying some, and artiiilly 
parrying other charges against his character, he continued to 
confuse and perplex the whole business; and although Mr. 
Home had most, if not aU the respectable men on his side, yet 
the public at laige, which is seldom capable of entering into a 
minute and laborious investigation, after being some time bewil- 
dered in the maze of a prolonged periodical correspondence, 
at length declared, fully and unequivocally, in behalf of Mr. 
YHlkes. While their common enemies rejoiced at a quarrel 
which, by dividing, weakened their party, and, for a time at 
least, subjected both of the champions to the animadversions, 
and even to the ridicule of the public. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

hUroductory Remarks^^ExanqJes cf ibe Practice and SkM of 
Junius in attacking and defending kimsdf-'^Sentiments of 
Junius in respect to WiJkeS'^Criticism on the Correspondence 
of Junius and Home* 

Ab Mn Wilkes had triumphed over hid adveraaiy by cairyiiig 
the city elections, and had declined any farther correspondence 
with Mr. Home, the latter was left in a very awkward position. 
In this dilemma it became necessary for hiu) to seek out some 
new scheme for revenge ; and having, it seems, the command 
of Junius's pen, he substitutes Junius for Wilkes, and continues 
the warfiupe ; and, as it is aUowed on all hands, with complete 
success. The attack throu^ Junius was made the 9th of July, 
1771, the day previous to the date of his last letter to Wilkes. 
So no time was lost 

Mr. Horne was so conscious of the integrity of his views and 
the justness of his cause, that he felt confident, if he could 
make the case fairiy understood, that at least, that portion of 
the public which was governed by reason and conmion sense, 
would declare in his favor. And this was evidently the fact at 
the conclusion of this sham controversy. 

Wilkes had gained the populace, and consequently the elec- 
tions had terminated agreeably to his views. The battle was 
over. — ^Home was vanquished— completely prostrated. Under 
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these circumstances was it possible that an honorable mail, abp 
stander who had hitherto remained a peaceable spectator of the 
fray, should now step forward and aim a deadly blow at the 
fallen combatant ? Had this been the case, well mi^t Home 
have exclaimed in earnest, Wilkes, Foote, and Junius, umti6d at 
the same time against one poor parson, are fearful odds ! But 
Home was well assured that he should receive no injury from 
his friend Junius. They were upon tlus occasion, as usual, co- 
operating in support of one common cause. The assailant, 
and the repeller, it is apparent throughout the correspondence 
of Junius and Home, were but one person under different cha- 
iticters. — The character of Wilkes was so abandoned, and that 
of Home so correct and disinterested, that no person, possess-* 
ing the principles and good sense of Junius, could have been 
so lost to decency and re^ct for his own reputation as seri* 
ousiy to vindicate the former and ccMidemn the latter. 

Is it credible, that Home and Junhis, Nisus and Eutyaluif if 
they had been distinct persons, who had thus long carried on a 
vindictive warfare against the commonenemy — bothaimingatthe 
same goal, and mutually supporting each other — ^the one ccnn- 
bating in face of the foe, in open field — ^the other in ambush, 
aiming his envenomed shafts with unerring skill at the same 
objects, should, without the least deviation in either from the 
principles which both had unifomfily supported, turn bitter foes^ 
and revile and reproach each other T Credat Judaus ApeUa ! 

That the same c^inions were entertained and often expressed 
of Wilkes, the ostensible cause of the quarrel, under both cha« 
racters, Home and Junius, I shall fully show hereafter. 

The pretended difference of Home and Junius, so far from 
militating against the probability of the fomner being the au- 
thor of the letters under the signature of the latter, in my 
opinion, is one of the strongest aiguments in favor of it. 

The foUovnng judicious remarks are extracted from the Mis- 
cellaneous Works of George Hardinge, esq. (see Barker, p. 
142.) << I cannot help wondering that, by examining the politics 
of each paper, those of his (Junins's) time did not find him out. 
But these cfteaU often hoM oat false cobrs, and put us upon a 
irrong scent For example, if I was the reputed writer of a 
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libel, I should €Ause myadfox my bosom friends, to disarm the 
tospicbn." 

Two important objects were intended to be accomplished by 
this controversy. The one, to show the merits of the dispute 
with Wilkes, and thereby render him despicable in the view of 
the tKifihing part of the community. The other, to blind the 
eyes of the public in respect to the author of the letters of 
Junius. Both of which were effected. 

Mr. Wilkes was a politician by profession ; a profession, says 
Joel Bariow, in his ^ Advice to the Privileged Orders of Eu- 
rope,*^ more injurious to society than that of a highway robber. 
The fdlowing sketch of his character is given by Mr. Bissett, 
in his History of the Reign of George III. : 

*' John Wilkes, esq., member of parliament for Aylesbury, 
was a man of ready ingenuity, versatile talents, taste, and clas- 
sical erudition ; he was distinguished for wit and pleasantly, 
and surpassed most men as an entertaining companion^ He 
was not, however, eminent as a senator or lawgiver. He was 
extremely dissipated, and as indifferent to morals as to his pecu- 
niary circumstances. Prodigality had ruined his fortune, and 
profligacy his character. Bankrupt in circumstances and repu- 
tation, he had applied to lord Bute to extricate him from his dif- 
ficulties. His character was so notorious, that a statesman who 
regarded morality could not patronize, though he might easily 
have rendered him a tool. Wilkes in revenge, became a flaming 
patriots inveighed against the attacks of our ri^ts and liberties, 
and against the wickedness of the rulers ; and the North Briton 
was one of the chief vehicles of his animadversions. The 
course which the ministry pursued gave a consequence both to 
the paper and its author, which the intrinsic merit of either 

would never have attained" '' On the 23d of April, 1763, 

this number (45) was published, and it was no sooner perused 
by the ministry, than a council was called, and an immediate 
prosecution proposed. The chief justice Mansfield declared 
his disapprobation of that mode of procedure : ' I am (he said) 
decidedly against the prosecution: his consequence will die 
away if you let him alone ; but by public notice of him, you 
will increase that consequence: which is the very thing he 
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covets, and keeps in full view/ The c<mtrary opinion, however^ 
prevailed ; and on the 26th a warrant was issued for seizing 
the authors, printers, and publishers of the North Briton, No. 
45." 

Previously to taking a slight review of the correspondence of 
Junius and Home, I will quote from the Miscellaneous Letters 
of Junius other examples of his adroitness in attacking and de- 
fending himself. The intention being merely to show the 
eminent qualifications of Junius for this species of finesse, the 
subject matter of the letters will be but slightly glanced over. 

In August, 1768, he wrote a series of letters under different 
signatures, addressed to the Printer of the Public Advertiser, 
reflecting chiefly on the public conduct of the earl of Hillsbo-' 
rough, particularly in respect to the removal of sir Jeflfery 
Amherst from the governorship of Viipnia, to which place, it 
seems, he had been appointed. In regard to whose dismission 
Junius finally shows he cared as littie as he probably did about 
the removal of Philip IVancis from a clerkship in the war- 
office. 

As these attacks appear to have excited but little attention, 
he at length addressed the earl personally, under the signature 
of Lucius, as foflows : 

To the earl of Hillsborough, 

28 August, 1768. 

'^ My lord, — The honorable lead you have taken in the affidrs 
of America, hath drawn upon you the whole attention of the 
public. You declared yourself tiie single minister for that 
country, and it was very proper you should convince the world 
you were^so, by marking your outset with a coup (Peclat. The 
dismission of sir Jeffery Amherst has given a perfect establish- 
ment to your authority, and I presume you will not think i( 
necessary or useful to hazard strokes of this sort hereafter. It 
will be adviseable at least to wait until this affair is foigotten, 
and if you continue in office till that happens, you will surely be 
long enough a minister to satisfy all your ambition. 

The world attributes to your lordship the entire iionor of sir 
Jeffery Amherst's dismission, because there is no other person 



in the cabinet, who could be supposed to have a wish or motive 
to give such advice to the crown." 

[Here Junius gives reasons why the members of the cabinet 
whom he names would not probably have given the advice 
coinplained of and proceeds :] 

^ I think I have now named all the cabinet but the earl of 
Chatham. 

His infirmities have forced him into a retirement, where I 
presume he is ready to sufier, with a sullen submission, every 
insult and disgrace that can be heaped upon a miserable, de- 
crepid, worn out old man. But it is impossible he should be so 
far active in his own dishonor, as to advise the taking away an 
employment, given as a reward for the first military success that 
distinguished his entrance into administration. He is indeed a 
eompoumd of cantradictionSy but his letter to sir Jeffeiy Amherst 
stands upon record, and is not to be explained away. You 
know, my lord, that Mr. Pitt therein assured sir JefTery Am- 
herst, that the government of Virginia was given him merely as 
a reward, and solemnly pledged the royal faith that his resi- 
dence should never be required. Lost as he is^* he would not 
dare to contradict this letter. If he did, it would be something 
more than madness. The disorder must have quitted his head, 
and fixed itself in his heart. 

The business is now reduced to a point, either your lordship 
advised this measure, or it happened by accident. You must 
suffer the whole reproach, for you are entitled to all the honor 
of it What then is apparently the fact ? one of your cringing, 
bowing, fawning, sword-bearing brother courtiersf ruins him- 
self by an enterprise,:|; which would have ruined* thousands if 
it had succeeded. It becomes necessary to send him abroad. 
Sir Jeffery Amherst is one of the mildest and most moderate 
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* It will be recollected that it is attempted, in the correspondence of Junius 
iwd Home, to make the fonner a warm friend of this same lord Chatham. 

t Lord Boutetort J The W y Company. 
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of men ;-— eifp, such a man will bear any thing. His govern- 
ment will be a handsome provision for Boutetort, and if he 
fyets — ^why he may have a pension. Your emissaries lose their 
labor, when they talk with so much abhorrence of sinecures, 
nonn^esidence, and the necessity of the king's service. You 
are conscious, my lord, that these are pompous words without 
a shadow of meaning. The whole nation is convinced that the 
fact is such as I have stated it But to make it a little plainer, 
I shall ask your lordship a few questions, to which the public 
will expect, and your reputation, if you have any regard for 
it, demands, that you should give an immediate and strict 
answer. 

1. When the government of Virginia was offered to sir Jef- 
fery Amherst, did he not reply, that his military employments 
todc up all his time, and that he could not accept the govern- 
ment if residence were expected ? 

2. Did not Mr. Pitt, then secretary of state, assure him in 
the king's name, that it was meant only as a mark of his Ma- 
jesty's fiivor, and that this residence would never be expecbedJ* 
&c. 

** Now, my lord, yon have voluntarily embarked in a most 
odious, periiaps it may prove to you a most dangerous, business. 
Your FyiaSes will sneak away to his government ; but you 
must bear the brunt of it here. For the questions which I have 
proposed to you, I must tell you plainly, that they must and ^lall 
be answered. 

You may affect to take no notice of Aem^ perhaps, and teUus 
you treat them with the contempt they deserve. Such an expe- 
dient may be wise and q>irited enough when a[^lied to a decla- 
ration of rebellion on tl^ part of the coloniest and God Imows 
it has succeeded admirably. Buat it diall not avail you here. 

Num negare audes? Quid taces? Convuicam ci negas."* 

LUCIUS. 



♦ Now dare you deny? Why are you silent? I ^-fll convict you if you deny. 



AMTICLEM, 

Juoiusy it will be perceived, was detenmned to have an oppo- 
nent; *'the qoefltions (he 8a3r8) which I have pn^sed muH 
and skaU be answered." Accordingly, the next day he comes 
out against himself underthe rignatm^e of Cleophas, as follows : 

To the Printer of the PtMic Advertiser. 

30 August, 1768. 

'^ Sk , — ^I shall not pretend to enter into the merits of sir Jef^ 
fery Amherst's dismission from his government of Yii^ginia. 
Every body knows he deserves a great deal of the public : and 
if what I have heard be tnie, even the present administration 
do not refuse it him. But there are a number of husymcen- 
diarieSf who use every means to poison the minds of the good 
peopleof England, and toabusethose in power, whoever they are. 
These neither inquire into the truth of the matter, nor do they 
fail to show the most disagreeable view of every action of the 
minifitry. An impudent varlet, Y. Z., in this day's paper, talks 
of forty or fifty lives loe^ in St. Geoige's Fields. When was it ? 
Others have heaped together a parcel of iD-natured lies, and 
given it the name of an account of the dismissicm of sir Jeffery 
Amherst. 

The particulars of sir Jeffery Amherst's dismission, I am told 
are as follow." 

[Here are given a number of futile reasons for this dismis- 
sion.] 

" I shall make no comment on this. I teU it as a fact, which 
I have heard from what people call good authority. The dis- 
mission of an experienced and deserving commander requires 
some attention ; and there can be no harm in making the pubhc 
acquainted with it. The number of falsehoods that have been 
spread atm)ad about this transaction have induced me to send 
you this. 

I must tell you, however, t^iat my information is second handy 
but it may have this good effect, even if not true, to induce 
those who know the contrary to do as I have done. I shall 
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therefore conclude with this question : are these things trae or 
not? CLEOPHAS.'^ 

To Hie earl of HUUberough, 

1 September, 1768. 

^My lord, — ^In the ordinary course of life, a regularity of 
accounts, a precision in points of fact, and a punctual reference 
to dates, form a strong presumption of integrity. On the other 
hand, an apparent endeavor to perplex the order and simplicity 
of facts, to confound dates, and to wander from the main ques- 
ticHi, are shrewd signs of a rotten cause and a guilty conscience* 
Let the public determine between your lordship and me. You 
have forfeited all title to respect ; but I shall treat you wkb 
tenderness and mercy, as I would a criminal at the bar of jus- 
tice. 

In your letter signed Cleophas you are pleased to assume the 
character of a person half informed. We understand the use of 
this expedient.* You avail yourself of every thing that can be 
said for you by a third person, without being obliged to abide 
by the apology, if it should fail you. My lord, this is a paltry 
art, unworthy of your station, unworthy of eveiy thing but the 
cause you have undertaken to defend. While you pursue these 
artifices, it is impossible to know on what principles you really 
rest your defence. But you may shift your ground as often as 
you please ; you shall gain no advantage by it. Your lordship, 
under the character of Cleophas, is exactly acquainted with 
particulars, which could only be known to a few persons, while 
you totally forget a series of facts known to thousands.'' 

" Permit me now to refer your lordship to the questions stated 
in my last letter, and to desire you to answer them strictly. If 
you do not, the public will draw its own conclusions. 

Your emissaries, my lord, have rather more zeal than discre- 
tion. One of them, who calls himself A considerate English- 
many could not write by authority, because he is entirely unac- 






* No one nndervtood this fincwe better than JuniitB. 
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quainted with facts. His declamation therefore signifies 
nothing. In his assertions however there is something really 
not unjdeasant He assures us that your lordship's great abilities 
were brought into employment to correct the blunders of Mr. 
Pitt's administration. It puts me in mind of the consulship 
which Caligula intendecl for his horse, and of a project which 
Buckhorse once entertained of obliging the learned world with 
a correct edition of the classics. LUCIUS." 

To the Printer cf the Public Advertiser. 

7 September, 1768. 

*^ Sir, — ^As I have not the least intention to enter into any 
dispute with Lucius^ indulge me but this once, and give me leave 
to assure you, it shall be the last on the subject from me ; and 
though this man writes so ungenteeUy, that he scarce deserves 
an answer, yet I could not help thinking this much necessaiy 
in justice to a nobleman whom he has most shamefully attacked 
in consequence of my letter, but whose character is above the 
reach of malice, and who will be respected when sachpests of 
society are no more. 

The account I sent you relative to the resignation of sir 
Jeffery Amherst I had heard publicly talked of at table, and in 
a coffee-bouse ; it was told as no secret ; but was said to be 
from very good authority. I sent it as a piece of intelligence 
without either adding or diminishing. I made no comment on 
it as I intended no offence. Facts were stated as they were 
told, and as no dates were mentioned, I gave none. I left it to 
the public to fonn opinions as they pleased; to sir Jeffery 
Amherst's iiiends to contradict it if they thought proper ; and 
it has served as a bone for curs of opposition to snarl at 

Though I do not mean to enter into any dispute with this 
feOau^ yet I cannot help making a few observations on his letter. 
That thegovemment of Vii^giniawas given awayfourdays before 
the intention of administration was mentioned to sir Jefiery 
Amherst, I have good ground to believe it is not fact : and if 
youy Lucius^ possessed but one grain of honesty, and if you 
had no other intention but to communicate useful infonnati<m 
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to the pubhc, you would have told them so ; that it waa apphed 
for as soon as it was whispered that such a measure was to be 
adopted, upon the supposition that sir Jefferjr Amherst would 
not choose to reside, I can believe : that it was prmnised to 
lord Boutetort in case he did not, I can likewise beUeve ; and 
this might have been four, or even fourteen days, for ought I 
know, before it was mentioned ; but pray where is the harm in 
ail this? 

But speak out malevolence^ speak envy^ disappoirUment and 
m-nature. What in the name of ^ goodness could be sir Jeffery 
Amhersf s objection to lord Boutetort 7 Was it because he is 
a nobleman ? Because he has gone to the chapel at St James's 
and has carried the sword of state before his king ? Because 
he never has insulted majesty, but has always behaved himself 
as a dutiful and loyal subject, and respectfully to his sovereign ? 
Are these the weighty motives for objecting to his succession ? 
Otis it still a greater crime to be poor? And do these make 
it an affrtmty not an itgury f Forbid it heav^i ! Forbid it sir 
Jeffery Andiersf s better genius I What would you have had, 
Lucius ? Would you have wished to have had the naming of 
sir Jeffery's successor I What a pity you had not ! I declare 
you deserved it I How could my lord Hillsborough dare to 
reconunend without your permission I 

It IB strange, Lucius^ that you cannot write one line without 
abuse. Had you made your remarks upon the duke of Grafton's 
answer to the first article without abusing his grace, it would 
have been genteel ; but the scurrilous language you use, even 
when your arguments are just, proves that you are equally 
acquainted with the gendemauj and sense of honor. 

Whatever delicate feelings you, Mr. Ludusy may have, I 
know not ; but I am of opinion that sinecure places, non-resi- 
d^it governments, and pensions are in fact the same, though 
different in names : nay, the worst of the whole appears to me 
to be a non-resident governor. . 

And, after all, what was sir Jeffery Amherst but a pensioner 
on the colony of Vii^nia 7 he did nothing for it, and was paid. 
Our idea of a pension is a reward granted for past services^ ao 
was his— such as you, Lucius, such tods of opposition such 



1 
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etate incendiaries^ venal mercenary wretches are glad to receive, 
reiivardB of your labors infinitely less honorable than either place 
or pension. 

And now, Mr. Lucius^ 111 tell you a secret Your supposing 
my letter to come from my lord Hillsborough, in my opinion 
did credit to the performance, and honor to me ; but in justice 
to him I must declare, that I am not, know not, never saw, nor 
never spoke to the eari of Hillsborough in my Ufe — ^but just as 
formerly, CLEOPHAS." 

To the earl of HiUsborough. 

m 

9 September, 1768. 

'* My lord, — ^It is indifferent to the public, whether the letters 
signed Cleophas are written by your lordship, or under your 
inmiediate direction. Whoever conmiits this humble begging 
language to paper, we know to a certainty the person by wJK>m 
it is held. We know the suppliant style your lordship has con- 
descended to adopt at routs, at tea-tables, and in banker^s shops. 
But akhou^ you have changed your tone, I am bound in honor 
not to give you quarter. You have offended heinously against 
your country, and public justice demands an example for the 
welfare of mankind. 

I foresaw Cleophas would soon be disavowed. It seems the 
poor gentleman never saw, nor spoke to your lordship in his life, 
hut just as formerly. The saving is a good one. 

You say your diaracter is above the reach of malice^ True, 
my lord, you have fixed that reproach upon your character to 
which malice can add nothing. You say it will be respected 
when such pests of society as I am are no more. I agree with 
you that it is very little respected at present^* and believe I may 



* This has a particular reference to the author penonally. ^ /ireteiU ia 
printed in italics in WoodfaU's edition, and was of course so marked by the 
author; which would almost make one suppose he intended to point himself out 
The letter was written a little over five months after the famous election at 
Middlesex, in which Mr. Home took so conspicuous a part in favor of Wilkes. 
This, no doubt, rendered him extremely obnoxious to the clergy of the established 
church of which he was a member, as well as to the court party generally. 
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unlnckily have been the spoil of good company ; but I doubt 
whether my death, or even your own, will restore you to your 
good fame. Your peace of mind is gone for ever. 

Your questions in (avor of lord Boutetort amount to nothing. 
It is not that he is a bad man, or an undutifiil subject But he 
is a trifling character and ruined in his fortunes. Poverty of 
itself is certainly not a crime. Yet the prodigality, which 
squanders a fair estate, is in the first instance dishonorable ; — 
in the next it leads to every species of meanness and dependence, 
and when it aims at a recovery at the expense of better men, 
becomes hi^y criminal.* Will your lordship, can you, with 
a steady countenance, affirm that it was the necessities of the 
state, and not his own, which sent him to Viiginia ? 

I shall conclude vrith hinting to you (m a way which you 
alone will understand) that there is a part of my behavior to 
you, for which you owe me some acknowledgment I know 
the ostensible defence you have given to the public differs 
widely from the real one intrusted privately to your friends. 
You are sensible that the most distant insinuation of what that 
defence is would ruin you at once. But I am a man of honor, 
and will neither take advantage of your imprudence, nor of the 
difficulty of your situation. LUCIUS." 

To the earl of HiUtboreugk. 

15 September, 1768. 

*^My lord^ — ^There is no surer sign of a weak head than a 
settled depravity of heart. A base action is a disorder of the 
mind, and next to the folly of doing it, is the foUy which defends 
it Had the letter signed Lucius never been answered,t you 
would not have so shamefully betrayed the weakness of your 
cause, and your silence might have been interpreted into a 
consciousness of innocence. The question is now exhausted, 
for the public is convinced. How well or ill we have aigued 
is of infinitely less importance than the integrity of facts. Yet 



* A ftir hit at John Wilkes. f Answered by Junius himself. 
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even facts, though separately truei will prove nothing, if the 
order in which they happened be confounded.'' 

^ That you are a civil, polite person is true. Few men un«, 
derstand the little morals better, or observe the great ones less, 
than your lordship. You can bow and smile in an honest man's 
face, while you pick his pocket. These are the virtues of a 
court in which your education has not been neglected. In any 
other school you might have learned that simplidty and integ- 
rity are worth them all. Sir Jeffery Amherst v^as fighting the 
battles of this country, while you, my lord, the darling child of 
prudence and urbanity, were practising the generous arts of a 
courtier, and securing an honorable interest in the antichamber 
of a favorite. LUCIUS. 

P. S. A friend of mine has taken the pains to collect a num- 
ber of the ejHthets vrith which lord Hillsborough has been 
pleased to honor me in the course of our correspondence. I 
shall lay them before the public in one view, as a specimen of 
his lordship's urbanity and singular condescension. 

1. Wretched scribbler. 2. Worthless fellow. 3. Vile incen- 
diary. 4. False liar, in oj^position to a true one. 5. Snarler. 
6. Contemptible thing. 7. Abandoned tool of opposition, and 
diabolical miscreant. 8. Impudent, scurrilous wretch. 9. Ras- 
cal and scoundrel, passim,* 10. Barking cur ; by roay of dis- 
tinction from 11. Barking animal ; cum muUis aliis. 

To all which I shall only say, that his lordship's arguments 
are upon a level vrith his politeness." ^ 

So we find the author did not mind being called hard names 
under an assumed character, and as to that of John Home, he 
had been so inured to foul language under the discipline of his 
friend Wilkes, as to become perfectly callous to its effects. 

After all these attacks, rejoinders, and rebutters, Junius shows 
his indifference to the subject matter of dispute, in a letter 
dated Nov. 14, in which he expresses himself as follovirs : 

^ In one gazette we see sir Jeffery Amherst dismissed ; in the 
very next, we see him restored, and both without reason or 

* In many places. 
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decency. The peerage, which had been absolutely reiiisedt ia 
granted, and as in the first instance the royal faith was violated, 
in the second the royal dignity is betrayed." 

Junius played the same double game in the case of general 
Gansel ; who had been rescued fit)m the bailifb by soldiers 
under his command. He commenced upon this subject 
und^ his own proper signature, but delayed its prosecutixm in 
that character till he could furnish himself more fully with the 
facts. In the mean time he both justifies and abuses himself 
under the signatures of X. X. and Y. Y. 

Whenever any article, not written by Junius, is admitted into 
this collection of MisceUaneous Letters, for the better under* 
standing of the subject, which is rarely the case, it is so stated 
by Mr. Woodfall, as vrill be observed in req)ect to a writer under 
the signature of Modestus. 

Junius, under the signature of Y. Y., thus addresses the 
printer of the Public Advertiser : 

Nov. «3, 1769. 

'^ Sir, — Junius and his journeymen have engrossed the whole 
alphabet ; but from A. B. to X. X. the style and manner of the 
shop are easily discovered. From alpha to omega, the same 
attention to a period, and the same neglect of good sense, 
manners, and propriety. However, Mr. X. X. in to^iay's Pub- 
lic Advertiser has even out-heroded Herod." He then states 
that a writer under the signature of Modestus (who, Mr. Wood- 
fall says, was a Mr. Dalrymple, a Scotch lawyer,) " had demon- 
strated that the narrative (given by Junius respecting general 
GansePs affair) was false in every circumstance material to the 
question ; and the observations not only ridiculous in the view 
of supporting the conclusion attempted here to be drawn, but 
in a supreme degree injudicious to the cause they were intended 
to promote. 

To this Junius makes no reply, and Modestus, after a decent 
forbearance, presumes to put him in mind of his challenge. 
This produced the letter signed Junius, in your paper one day 
last week ; in which, to speak negatively, he neither supports 
the truth of his narrative, or the justice of his observations, and 



in which to speak positively, he gives up botlu Not fairly, nor 
with the candor of a gentleman, who is convinced of his rash 
and dangeious mistake ; but with the struggles and evasions of 
a culprit who is convicted of a crime." 

^'It was, to be sure, the height of insolence in Modestus to 
attack the favorite of the public ; but it may be pleaded in his 
excuse, that the public has several fsLVontes who are shrewdly 
suqpeeted of being unworthy of its favor, and Junius has staked 
and forfeited that favor of which he had much reason to be 
|>roud. But pray, Mr. X. X., have not you been guilty of a 
trifling error by substituting the puUic in place of the mob V* 
&c. "Y.Y.'' 

Modestus seemed to understand the aits of Junius, as appears 
by the following commencement of a letter which he addressed 
to him: 

FOR THE P17BUC ADVEBTISBR. 

26 November, 1769. 
Ta Junius. 

'* Sir, — ^Though you may choose to vent your illiberal resent- 
ment under the borrowed signature of X. X., I, who think scur- 
rility no disgrace to your real name, shall not affect to make a 
distinction where there is no difierence^ For the same reason 
I do not plead that Junius having given die challenge, I am not 
bound to enter the lists against any other. It is a peculiar ad-^ 
vantage in this sort of warfare, that when a man is routed in 
his own person, he can still keep the field under another ; and 
you in particular have a right to the device, non vuUus rum 
cohr unus. 

After giving up the question as Junius, you come back \xpoa 
it as X, X. It would be a labor indeed to answer you the sajme 
questions in every form you are pleased to assume. But for 
once I will take the trouble to repeat what I have already said^ 
not from any merit or novelty in your questions, but to leave 
you without excuse," &c. MODESTUS.'' 



I will give one more example of the artifice of Jimioa itt 
abusing himself, and making weak, insidious defences for his 
adversaries. 

In his Letters, No. 34, he thus addresses the duke of Grafton : 

12 Dec. 1769. 

'' My lord,-^I find with some surprise, that you are not sup* 
ported as you deserve. Your most determined advocates have 
scruples about them, which you are unacquainted with ; and^ 
though there be nothing too hazardous for your grace to engage 
in, there are some things too infamous for the vilest prostitute 
of a newspaper to defend.* In what other manner shall we 
account for the profound, submissive silence, which you and 
your frijends h^ve observed upon a chai^, which called imme- 
diately for the clearest refiitation, and would have justified 
the severest measures of resentment ? I did not attempt to 
blastyour character by an indirect, ambiguous insinuation, but 
candidly stated to you a plain fact, which struck directly at the 
integrity of a privy counsellor, of a first commissioner of the 
treasury, and of a leading minister, who is supposed to enjoy 
the first share in his majesty's confidenccf In every one of 
these capacities I employed the most moderate terms to charge 
you with treachery to your sovereign, and breach of trust in 
your office. I accused you of having sold^ or permitted to be 
sold, a patent place in the collection of the customs at Exeter, 
to one Mr. Hine, who, unable or unwilling to deposit all the 
purchase-money himself, raised part of it by contribution, and 
has now a certain Doctor Brooke quartered upon the salary for 
one hundred pounds a yipar. — ^No sale by the candle was ever 
conducted with greater formality. — ^I affirm that the price at 
which the place was knocked down (and which, I have good 
reason to think, was not less than three thousand five hundred 



* From the precediiig to this date, not one word was said in defence of the 
infamous duko of Grailon. But vice and impudence soon recovered themselves, 
and the salo of the royal favor was openly avowed and defended. Wc acknow« 
ledge the piety of St. James's ; but what is become of his moraHt v ? 

^ And by the same means prescno it to this hoiu-. 
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pounds) was, with your connivance and consent, paid to colonel 
Burgoyne, to reward him, I presume, for the decency of his 
deportment at Preston ;* or to reimburse him, perhaps, for the 
ftie of one thousand pounds, which, for that very deportment, 
the court of King's Bench thought proper to set upon him. — ^It 
is not'often that ttie chief justice and the prime minister are so 
strangely at variance in their opinions of men and things." 

To the foregoing Mr. Woodfall subjoins the following letter 
and reinarks in a note : 

** The friends of the duke chiefly attempted to shelter him 
under a denial that this transaction was done with his conni- 
vance or consent The following is a letter upon this subject, 
in answer to the charge of Junius, inserted in the Public Adver- 
tiser, Dec. 14, 1769. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertiser. 

Sir, — ^The infamous traduction of that libeller Junius, his 
daring falsehoods, and gross misrepresentations, excite in me 
the utmost abhorrence and contempt, and I hope all his deadly 
poisons will be sheathed in the natural antidote every good 
mind has to malevolent and bitter invective. What act of 
delinquency has the duke of Grafton committed, by colonel 
Buigoyne disposing of a patent obtained of his grace ? Will 
Junius dare to assert it was with the duke's privity, or ixx his 
emolument ? Let us state the feet, and disarm the assassin at 
once. A place in the custom-house at Exeter becomes vacant — 
colonel Burgoyne asks it of the duke of Grafton — he gives it. — 
The colonel says I cannot hold it myself; will you give it my 



'*' Colonel, afterwards general Boi^^oyne, was commissioned by administration 
to ofier himself as a candidate, upon a pariiamentaiy vacancy in the borough of 
Preston. During the contest that ensued, he sufiered his partisans to commit 
the roost disgraceful excesses ; and having squandered not less than ten thousand 
pounds, without success at last, he was, upon the close of the election, prosecuted 
for his riot, and fined, as stated in the text.— -£<!. 
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friend ? — The duke consents — the colonel nominates— the duke 
appoints ; — but, says Junius, the colonel set it up to sale, and 
actually received a sum of money for it Be it so — ^he took a 
0rosB sum for what was given- him as an annual income ; and 
who is injured by this? If the duke of Grafton sold it, he is 
impeachable ; if he gave it to be sold, he is blameable ; but if 
his grace did neither, which is the fact,* he is basely belied^ 
and most impudently and wickedly vilified. I am, sir, your 
best friend, JUSTICE. 

Bee. 12. 

Junius, nevertheless, completely accomphshed his object ; die 
noble duke not choosing to persevere in this prosecution of 
Yaughan, with the prospect of a counter accusation.'' 

Although Mr. Woodfall does not designate the letter signed 
Justice as written by Junius, there is an internal evidence of the 
fact It bears the same date as the letter of Junius to the 
duke of Grafton, although printed two days afterwards, and there 
can be no doubt accompanied it. The manner of making the 
defence, and the subscription, your bestjriendt are conclusive 
in the case. Besides '< not one word was said in defence of the 
duke of Grafton ;" and Junius, as in the case of lord HiQsbarou^, 
was determined to have an opponent 

Thus it appears that Junius, in his concealed character, waa 
in the habit of abusing himself to answer certain purposes ; and 
it is not unreasonable to suppose that Horae pursued the same 
course in ree^peet to himself personally. The advantages to be 
obtained by this mode of warfare are easily appreciated. Hie 
refutaticm of weak arguments put into the mouth of an advemny 
is readily effected ; which was precisely the case in H<mie's 
difpute with Junius. This fiidt dioukl not be lost si^ of in 
this discussion. The perfect indifference and contempt shown 



* The writer had before virtually admitted the oontraiy, and theiefiire tltf faaidy 
aMertion waa designed for no effect He intended the charge ahonld be bdieved, 
bat aa a fiunt show of defence, denieies what aU the circumstanoefl go to pco^ 
ttai the tnunaaction took place with the knofHedge and oonaent of the dake.-^ 
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by Mn Hprne for personal abose of himself, tend to coiroborate 
this 8i4>position. This indifference is exemplified in the follow- 
ing extracts from Stephen's Memoirs. 

^ Mr. Home Tooke evinced not merely a manly fortitade, 
while exposed to the puny attempts of anonymous enemies, 
but a degree of scorn and contempt at their efforts, which I 
never before or since witnessed in any other man. He con- 
stantly obtained all the caricatures published relative to himself 
or his friends, and immediately hung them up in the apartment 
where he received his company, so as to be exposed to the 
gaze of all his visitors. One of the first times I ever saw Sir 
IVandb Burdett in his house, he invited him to hear a satire 
composed for the express purpose of vilifying both. Our host 
then sat down, and i^ akmd the most aggravating passages 
against them, coolly commenting on the poetry, and examining 
the merits of the prodoctioD, which he had now seen for the 
first time, with a clear, calm, and unrufiled brow, as if wholly 
unconoemed as to the event When any of the lines proved 
feeble or impotent, he tried both to mend the versification and 
point the irony ; and if a passage was written with more than 
ordinary ability, he was sure to recite it twice, and that too, in 
such a maimer, as to produce additional effect, by means of 
appropriate emphasis and intonation. 

Of his equability of temper, another remarkable instance was 
aflSnrded, on a public and memorable occasion. Having differed 
with the whigs, both as to the time and manner of opposing 
Mr* Pitt's admimstration, and accused their own party of mean- 
ness^ corruption, and love of place, he of course became odious 
to them. In 1793, when they and their adherents had assem- 
bled in huge numbers at the London Tavern, for the purpose 
of voting certain resolutions indicative of their opinions, Mr. 
Home Todke attended the public summons, and on addressing 
hin^elf to an unwilling audience, craved permissaon to be heard. 
Finding his opponents dianclined to listen to him, he got upon 
a table, which, in ccmsequence of the zeal of his friends to support 
him, ffitid the earnest desire of his enemies to crowd around, 
and drown his voice with their clamours, soon broke down by 
the pressure of the contending multitude. Less intent on his 



262 BUSCBUiAMBOUS 

personal preservation, than on the trimnph of his qum<HU^ he 
stood erect, amidst the crash around him, and on descending to 
the ground with a glass fiill of wine, which he had held steadily 
in his hand during the catastrophe, immediately drank it off, and 
taking advantage of the wonder and surprise of his adversaries, 
commenced and concluded a speech of considerable lengdi, 
with exactiy the same ease as if nothing had occurred. 

It has already been observed, that he was once termed, in 
reproach, ' the lack-laughter parson f and the same observation 
has been made of Pericles, more than two thousand years ago, 
in whom it was accounted a perfection, that he but rarely 
relaxed his features bey<md a smile. He possessed another 
pn^rty of that great Athenian, which it is more difficult to 
defend ; for like him, he was not unfrequently supercilious in 
conversation, and sometimes both in his writings and his dis- 
course exhibited a considerable degree of contempt (ox the 
opini<Mis of other men. 

His temperament, too, was naturally choleric, and his blood 
was not exactly composed of ' snow broth ;' but this very cir* 
cumstance constituted his chief merit, for he had learned to 
govern his passions, and at length succeeded to such a degree, 
as either to affect or possess such a portion of equanimity, in 
ordinaiy occasions, as would have done credit to the stoics of 
old. ^ 

Mr. Holcroft, who, tovrards the latter part of his life, is said 
to have experienced many crosses, vexations, and disappoint^ 
ments, happening to be one day at Wimbledon, found himsdf 
suddenly assailed by his host, who seemed disposed to empty 
the whole quiver of his ridicule on the head of the unfortunate 
guest. Irritated beyond endurance at this conduct, the latter 
got up, and clenching his fist, exclaimed, in a paroxysm of rage, 
<I am 8orry,sir, to say to a gentleman in his own house, whatl 
now tell you, that you are the greatest rascal in the vw>rld." 
Mr. Home Tooke, who by this time began to recollect himself, 
thinking that he had carried the joke too far, and imagining, at 
the same time also, perhaps, that this act of vengeance vras a 
legitimate return for his recent conduct ; without altering a 
single muscle of his face, turned round, and calmly addressing 
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hm acqiiaintencet saidt 'Is it Friday or Saturday next, that I 
nm to dine with you? 

* Saturday, sir.' 

'Then you may depend on it, that I shall be there at the 
hour appointed r 

I remarked in his back-pariour, the caricature of himself in 
the character of the Old Man (^ the Mountain, carrying Sinbad 
(Sir Francis Burdett) on his back to destruction. 

A person who had written for years against him in a certain 
newspaper, at last felt, or affected to feel, a fiill conviction of 
the injustice he had committed, and actually repaired to 
Wimbledon for the express purpose of making the amende 
honorable : but he was coolly received by the philologist, who 
obaeiyed, 'that he^possessed no spleen whatever against him, 
and he was welcome to proceed exactly as before, if it could be 
of any service to his interests.' 

He thouj^t, perhaps, with a great orator of antiquity, " that 
groundless opinions are destroyed, and rational judgments con- 
iBrmed by time."* 

Mr. Home said himself upon the hustings, when canvassing 
for votes for a seat inpariiament, "I beg only to assure yoii, that 
no man alive feels the insults of enemies less, or the kindness of 
friends more." 



REMARKS ON THE 

LETTER TO THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

The coincidence of circumstances attending this case are as 
remarkable as those connected with the letter of Junius to lord 
Mansfield before noticed. Such a concatenation of events 
could not be the effect of chance. 



* Opinioauni commenta delet dies, Nature judicia conBrmat.— Cie. (fe .AV. 
Dew, 1. ii. 
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On the fourth of Sept 17G9, Mr. Home, with many otbei^# 
was proposed to be made a freeman of the borou^ of Bedford^ 
Upon which occasion, the duke of Bedford was pleased to 
express himself with great indignity towards Mr. Home in par^ 
ticular ; a detailed account of which will appear in the course 
of these remarks. 

Eleven days after this occurrence, Junhis transmits a note to 
Mr. Woodfdl, announcing a letter to the duke of Bedford as 
follows : 

[PWvafe.] Friday night, Sept. 15, 1768. 

** Sir, — ^I BBO you will to-morrow advertise Junius to anothet* 
duke in our next. If Monday's paper be engaged, then let it be 
for Tuesday, but not advertised tiU Mondqjf. You shall have 
it sometime to-morrow night. It cannot be corrected and copied 
sooner. I mean to make it uxnih printing. Tours, C.** 

The letter to the duke was published Sept. 19. On^the 5th 
of Oct Junius writes to Mr. Woodfall as follows : 

" As to you, it is clearly my opinion, that yxm have nothing 
to fear from the duke of Bedford. I reserve some things 
expressly to awe him, in case he should think of bringing you 
before the house of lords. — I am sure I can threaten him privately 
with such a storm, as would make him tremble even in hid 
grave.* 

Were there no other test to prove the identity of Junius than 
the evidence exhibited in the single letter to the duke of Bedford^ 
it would to my mind be amply sufficient There was no political 
or public cause whatever for this vindictive attack. It arose 
wholly from a personal insult offered to the author by the duke. 

The second sentence of the letter, is, ^* You have niee feelings, 
my lord, if we may judge from your resentments!* What resent^ 
ments ? None are mentioned as having been exhibited by the 
duke of Bedford in the whole course of the letter, to which Junias 
could with propriety be supposed to allude, except the resent- 
ments shown by the duke towards Mr. Home, at the electioii 
at Bedford. 

Junius in the commencement of his address gives a pompous 
moral discourse on the character which ought, in his opinion, to 



AmTICLBS. 3SS 

QohfltiCiile ttie diatiiigaHhitig tndta <^ a nobleman of fartune. 
Wkhout adTaneing direct chaiges against the duke, he Cunningly 
inainuates Ifaait he 18 guilty of the vices which the finished charac- 
ter he describes woidd avoid. Among the rest, the following : 

'* He would not have thought it consistent with his rank in 
the state, or even with his personal importance, to be the little 
tyrant of a little corporation. He would never have been 
insulted virith virtues which he had labored to extinguish ; nor 
siiflfered the disgrace of a mortifying defeat, which has made 
him ridiculous and c<mtemptible even to the few by whom he 
was not detested.'' 

« » 

To tins passage a noto is annexed after the word corporation, 

in the autkMr^s edition, first published March 3, 1772. It did 

not appear with the letter when first printed in the Public 

Advertiser in 1760. The transaction was then fresh in the 

minds of the people of Bedford, and such a note might have 

led to sus|Hcion as to the writer. But afterthe afiair had gone 

Ml smoothly thus long, and no whispers had been heard that 

Mr. Home vras the author, he ventures to give his grace ahint 

cf his conduct upon that occasion. I come at this bet by an 

examination of Wheble's edition 'of 1770, of the letters which 

had then appeared. In which neither this note nor any other 

is attached to the letter addressed to the duke of Bedford. The 

note is as follows : 

*' Of Bedford, where the tyrant was held in such contempt 
and detestation, that in order to deliver themselves fix>m him, 
they admitted a great number ofstrangers to the freedom. To 
make his defeat truly ridiculous, he tried his whole strength 
against Mr. Home^ and was beaten upon his own ground." 
Author. 

A particular explanation of this affiur is added to the above 
note in the edition of 1812, prqiared by the author. AI- 
thou^ this addition purports to be from the editor, it was, 
imdoubtedly written by Junius. Because, it is not probable 

34 
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that the former would have taken the trouble to examine tho 
records of the town of Bedford to come at the particulars of a 
transacticMiy of more than forty-two years standing, which was of 
so little consequence to be known to the public. Tb^ additional 
note is as follows: 

'* This contest took phce Sept. 4th, 1769, on the election of 
mayor, bailifis, and chamberlains for the borough of Bedford. 
His grace having in vain objected to the making of any new 
freemen, at length prevailed on the corporation to allow some 
of his own particular friends to be put in nomination, when about 
twenty of them were made accordingly. The names of the 
freemen proposed to be elected on the popular side of the ques- 
tion, were then read, and were heard with profound silence by 
his grace, till the name of John Home was pronounced, when 
the duke expressed himself vdth great bitterness tov^ards that 
gentleman in particular ; the corporation however divided upon 
the point, and Mr. Home was elected, there being seventeen 
votes in his favor and eleven against him. The candidates for 
the office of mayor were on the popular side Mr. Cawne, and 
on the part of the duke of Bedford, Mr. Richards, the former 
of whom was elected by 458 votes against 26. The triumph 
over his grace was of course complete." 

The triumph over the duke was in electing the town officers 
against his wishes. How his defeat was rendered truly riduni- 
lous^ by Mr. Home's being made a freeman of the borou^, 
although the duke opposed it, it is difficult to conceive. There 
is a slur attempted to be cast upon Mr. Home in the remark, 
which appears evidently intended toward off any suspicion that 
might arise of his being the author of the letter. 

In this transaction we find a purse-proud nobleman treating 
with contumely a man probably far his superior in every thi^g 
that goes to dignify the human character. Men in common 
spheres of life and of common abilities, shopmen, mechanics, 
&c. were, no doubt, admitted upon this occasion to the fineedom 
of the borougli. But when the name of John Home^ a man of 
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the first education and talents, a clergyman in regular orders, 
was pronounced, the noble duke raised his crest in defiance. 
His ire probably arose from Mr. Home's having taken an active 
part in politics ; and perhaps, in some cases, against the views 
and wishes of his grace ; and he may have been offended that 
a parson should pMend to know as much upon this subject 
as noble dukes, who make a trade of it. Be this as it may, the 
duke in this instance got hold of the wrong person to be treated 
with disrespect. 

Junius, a little after this afiair at Bedford, in letter No. 36, 
addressed to the duke of Grafton, expresses his sentiments as 
follows : 

. *^ Injuries may be atoned for and forgiven, but insults admit 
of no compensation. They degrade the mind in its own esteem.. 
and force it to recover its level by revenge." 

I am inclined to believe that when the author wrote this pas- 
sage, he had the duke of Bedford in his mind ; and, if my view 
of the subject be correct, he has, in the case before us, acted in 
perfect conformity to his principles. For, on the 15th of Sept. 
eleven days after the insult given at Bedford, he had prepared 
a retort wUch for violence and vindicative feeling stands un- 
rivalled among his most bitter vituperations. 

It requires only to read this letter with attention to be con- 
vinced that there was no political cause for such a philippic. 
The duke held no office at the time, and therefore no measures 
of the government could be chai^ged to his account. But, in 
default of any present cause of complaint, Junius goes back to 
tiie treaty of peace with France and Spain negoitated by the 
duke of Bedford in Feb. 1763, more than six years bef(»re, and 
insinuates that the duke was bribed to make that treaty — that it 
was not as favorable to England as it ought and might have 
been. — By this treaty England obtained all Canada, Florida, 
and Louisiana, enough, in all conscience, to satisfy any reason- 
able subject of Great Britain. The very circumstance of this 
old treaty being made the ground-work of this rodomontade, is 



1 
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a convincing proof that the real cause of attack was different 
from what appears upon the face of the record. 

In addition to the crime of making this disadvantageooa 
treaty, Junius, it seems, ransacked the town of Bedford for 
anecdotes militating against the private character of the dnke— 
his domestic affiurs are exposed — all the tittle-tattle of his 
neighbors (who no doubt hated him for his pride and arroganca) 
is arrayed against him. That this was the course tak^i by 
Junius, is evident from a remark in his answer to a vindication 
of the duke of Bedford by Sir WiUiam Draper, as foUows : 
*^ Against whom then wiU his (Sir. W. D's.) honest indignation 
be directed, when I assure him, that this toAofetown beheU the 
duke of Bedford's conduct, upon the death of his son, with 
horror and astonishment" There vras no doubt much exaggera- 
tion, if not absolute falsehoods in the anecdotes raked up against 
the duke upon this occasion. Among the rest, the story related 
in a note annexed to letter No. 29, which is probably alluded to 
by Junius in his note to Woodfall, Oct 5th. 

In fact, diis letter may with propriety be entitled, nuuh 
ado about nothing. There v^s no tenable ground to be taken 
in the case ; and be the private motives of Junius ever so plau- 
sible, as a public writer, no justification can be made for it. 
He was more severely handled, and had greater difficulty to 
vindicate himself from the retorts made upon him on this occa- 
sion, than in any other attack sermuly made by him. 

Junius, in his hurry to accuse the duke of Bedford, hps stated 
a number of false factSy which are corrected by Mr. Almon 
in his edition of the letters. I siiall give a copy of these, as 
they tend to riiow the character of the letter such as I have 
represented it, — that the chaiges it contained were made at 
random, and that there was no political cause upcm which to 
found the abuse, but that it proceeded from private motives of 
revenge. 

^ Afler outraging the rojml dignity (says Junius) viritbperemp* 
tory conditions, little short of menace and hostility, he would 
never descend to the humility of solidting an interview with the 
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Avorile^aiid of offering to recover, at any price, the honor of his 
firiendflhip." 

On the above Juniua makes the following note : "• At this 
intervievr, which passed at the house of the late lord Eglintoun, 
lofd Bute told the duke that he was determined never to have 
any connection vnth a man who had so basely betrayed him." 

'' Only so much of the above note is correct, (says Mr, Almon) 
as states that there was a meeting at lord Eglintoun's. This 
important fact may be stated very briefly. When the repeal 
of the American stamp-act was m agitation, the court were 
anxious to prevent that measure, and k>rd Bute was commanded 
to form a party for the purpose. He applied to lord ]^ntoun» 
to obtain a meeting, at that nobleman's bouse, of the duke of 
Bedford, eari Temple, and Mr. Grenville. L(»nd Tenq^le 
wouM not go, but the duke of Bedford and Mr. Grenville 
attended. The oonference was veiy diort, and no terms of 
rqfxroach were used by any of the parties ; lord Bute heard 
them, and made no reply, but immediately went avray. Spme 
time afterwards, on Mr. Pitt's mentioning this affair in the house 
of commons, Mr. Grenville did not deny it ; but said, ' the only 
proposition made, or point spoken of, veas relative to the best 
means of preventing the intended repeal of the American stamp- 
act : no other subject vnis introduced.' " 

With regard to the assanlt committed on the duke, which 
Junius makes so much of, attributmg it to a Mr. Heston Hum- 
{direy, as though it was a disgrace to a gentleman to be assaulted 
by a ndfian, Mr. Alinon says, '^According to the Common's 
journals ctf the year 1748, it was a Mr. Toll, dancii^; master at 
Litchfield, who thus insulted the duke of Bedford; but on 
acknowledging his offence, and making*humble submission, he 
received only a trifling sentence in Westminster^hall." 

In the private letters of Junius to Woodfall, the reader vnll 
observe, that he makes the most particular inquiry in respect 
to the time at which this transaction, so unworthy of notice, 
took place; which appears to have been twenty-one years 
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before. Was he instigated in this case by a zeal to serve his 
country, or to gratify revenge ? 

Junius states in a note that, ^ when earl Gower was ^pointed 
president of the council, the king with his usual sincerity, 
assured him that he had not had one happy moment since the 
duke of Bedford left him." 

Mr. Almon says, "^ It was of Mr. Grenville that his majesty 
said these words ; which were spoken to lord 'Suffolk, when 
that nobleman was appointed secretary of state, in the month 
of June, 1771. Lord Suffolk was the particular friend of that 
gentleman, who died in the month of November, 1770 ; and 
these words were spoken to his lordship in condolence for the 
loss of his friend. They i could not be spoken of the duke of 
Bedford ; because his grace had treated his majesty so rudely 
that the king never foi^ve it" 

From the instances above noticed of erroneous statements, 
it will be readily perceived that httle reliance can be fJaced 
upon declarations made by Junius in this letter. He must have 
been hard pushed for subjects of censure when he abuses the 
duke for incivility to the king ; except he considered it an en- 
croachment upon his own prerogative. 

Mr. Woodfall, in a note at the introduction of the letter to 
the duke of Bedford, makes an incorrect statement, probaUy 
intended to render the attack upon him more excusable in a 
political point of view, as well as to justify some false allusions 
of Junius himself to the same effect 

It is as follows : in 1766, it seems, some difficulty occurred 
in forming a ministry, and after several fruitless attempts, it is 
stated that, "^ Lord Chatham was next apphed to, who consented 
to take the lead, provided he vras allowed the ncmiination of 
his own friends into certain offices he should designate ; and 
this being granted, to strengthen his own hands, he re-introduced 
the duke of Bedford, along with his grace of Grafton : — and 
on his own resignation, he left them both in the respective offices 
they filled at the time of the address of the present letter to the 
former of these noblemen.'' 

On examining Bissett's and Miller^s histories of that period, I 
find that the duke was not in the administration, nof held any 
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office at the time alluded to. And I also observe that Bfr. 
Woodfall, a little after making the assertion, admits a contraiy 
statement into his own book ; which 1 shaU insert. Mr. Heron * 
says expressly, that lord Chatham ^ sought the firiendship of the 
duke of Bedford ; and the duke with his friends were not un- 
willing to serve under him» But the king had not yet pardoned 
the duke's former insolence; and lord Chatham was thus 
hindered from fulfilling the engagements he had privately made 
with the duke." 

I diall now show, by extracts from notes annexed to Wood- 
fiedPs Junius, that the . treaty of peace negotiated by the duke 
of Bedford, was not only very advantageous to the interests of 
England, but ably and faithfully conducted on his part 

The following is taken frt>m a note to Miscellaneous Letters, 
No. 53, contdning a sketch of the character of Mr. Geotge 
Grenville, and is extracted from the second volume of Knox's 
extm official state papers. 

** While the peace was negotiating, the expedition against 
the Havannah was canying on, and as the chance of its success 
or &ilure was not very unequal, the negotiators agreed to leave 
it out in their uti possidetis^ considering the event as perfectly 
neutral : so that if after the preliminaries were signed, it was 
found to be taken, it was to be restored without compensation. 
Before the preliminaries were signed, however, the account of 
its capture was received, and Mr. Grenville immediately pro- 
posed that it^ should now be inchided in the uti possidetis^ and 
compensation for it insisted upon, for as the event was decided 
before the preliminaries were signed, either party was at hberty 
to avail themselves of it. Lord Bute thought the treaty was 
too far advanced to make any advantage of the event being in 
our favor, and he feared that our making any fresh demand, 
would not only protract but break off the negotiation, and 
prevent the peace taking place immediately, which he thought so 
necessary for the nation. Mr. Grenville was clear in his opinion 
of our right to make the demand, and firm in insisting that it 
should be made, and proposed two alternatives for consideration. 
The one, that if we judged it best to get the entire possession of 



the continent of North America, FVanoe having alreidy agreed 
to cede all Canada, Aat we sbould inmt iq>on Florida and 
Looinana: tbeoth^,thatif wetbongfat itnecettarytoinetease 
our posseisions in the West Indiet, beyond the tfatree nemial 
iriandfly which France had also agreed to give as, we dionld adt 
Porto Rico, and the property of what we held upon the Spanirii 
Main ; and he left the earl with declaringthat he would reatgn 
the seals, if one of those altematiyes was not adopted and 
insisted upcm. After consulting with Mr. Fox and lord EJgre- 
monty loid Bute agreed to make the demand of FkNrkla and 
Louisiana, and instructions to that purpose were immediately 
dispatched to the duke of Bedford, who made so able and 
strenuous an application in consequence of them, that the doke 
de Choiseul not only consented to cede Louisiana, but ob^ged 
the Spanish minister to cede Florida also, without sending to 
his court for frerii orders, and the preliminaries were not delayed 
more than a fortnight by the demand and acquisition of thai 
immense territory.** 

To the following passage in the letter to the duke, Mr» Wood- 
fall subjoins the note here inserted* 

^ Your history begins to be important at that auspiciouB period, 
at which you were deputed to represent the eari of Bute at the 
court of Versailles. It was an honorable office, and executed 
with the same spirit with which it was accepted. Yow patrons 
wanted an ambassador, who would submit to make concessions, 
without daring to insist upon any honorable condition for his 
sovereign.* 



* << Soon after the death of the duke of Bedford the following paragraph was 
inserted in the Public Advertiser, and as it remained uncontradicted, there is some 
reason to belicYe it authentic As the duke in this letter is arraigned in the most 
eerere terms for the concessions made in negotiating the peace ^ ITSS, it u bat 
justice to liis grace, that a circumstance so honorable should be moze geoenlly 
known. The paragraph runs thus : 

'* The. following anecdote of the late duke of Bedford may be depended upon 
«^ iHct : ^WTicn his grace negotiated the late peace at Paris, he Mgned the 



Mr. WomtfiB^ after takii^ no^M of two letters written m 
defemse of the doke of Bedford, obserres: , 

^ A much abler reply to Junnis'g severe attack qxm his gynce 
was afierwanb introduced iito the Public Advertiser in a letter 
to Junius subscribed M. Tullios, dated Dec. 8. fiom which the 
editor feels bound, on the score of. impartiality, to make the 
following extract: 

** In these strictures I have principally in view the treatment 
which Junios, in two publicatioos, has thought proper to oflfer to 
the duke of Bedfcurd* His animadversions on this nobleman, 
are intended to r^ect both on his public and private character. 
With regard to the first of these, nothing of consequence is 
urged besides his grace's conduct as ambassador at the court of 
Versailles in the making of the late peace. I mean not to enter 



prdinutiftries with the French minister CSMMseul, and stipulated no farther for 
the poBseasions of the East India Company than he was advised to stipulate 1^ 
the court of directozs. A gentleman <a Dutch Jew of great abilities and char- 
acter) hearing this, wrote a letter to the duke of Bedford informing him that the 
English East India Company had materially neglected their own imteresty as their 
dhief conquests were made subsequent to the period at which they had fizad 
their claim of sovereignty ; and if these latter conquests were to be restored, an 
immense annual revenue would necessarily be taken fScom England* The duke, 
struck with the force of the fact, yet embarrassed how to act, as preliminaries 
were really ngned, repaired to Choiaeul at VersaiUes, and addressed him thus: 
-— >' My kxd, I have committed a great mistake in signing the pretiminariee, as 
the aAir of the India possessions must be carried down to our last conquest in 
Asia.' To this Choiseul replied, ^ Your grace astonishes me ; I thought I had 
been treating with the minister of a great nation, and not with a student in 
politics, who does not consider the validity of written engagements.' * Tour 
reproach, my lord, is just,' returned the duke, * but I will not add treacheiy to 
negligence, nor betray my country deliberately, because I have ovorlodied her 
interest unaccountably in a single circumstance ; therefore, unless your lordahip 
agrees to cede the latter conquests in India, I shalLretuin home in twelve hours, 
and submit the fate of my head to the discretion of .an English parliament.' 
Choiseul, staggered at the duke's intrepidity, complied ; and this country now 
enjoys above half a million annuafly throqgh the firmness of a man, whom it is 
even patriotism at present to calumniate, but whose virtues have never yet 
received justice from the community. On the termination of the affiur to his 
satisfaction, he gave lus informant, the Dutch gentieman, the wa<inest recom- 
mendations to England, who accordingly came over, and receives at this moment* 
a pension of €001. a year from the India Company as a reward for his services." 

35 
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here into tbe merits or demerits of that important 
— ^Thus much is known to all, the riches of the nation were at 
that time weO nigh exhausted, public credit was on thebriidLof 
ruin, the national debt increased to such an enormous height as 
to threaten us with a sudden and universal crush ; and whatever 
be said of the concessions that were made to bring that memo- 
rable event to bear, Canada amoi^ other instances, will ever 
remain a glorious monument ; the interests of this kingdom were 
not foi^tten in that n^tiation. But Junius, hackneyed in the 
tricks of controversy, where a man's open and avowed- actions 
are innocent, has tl^ art to hint at secret tenns and private 
compensations ; and though he is compelled by the force of 
truth to own * no document of any treasonable practice is to be 
found,' we are given plainly to understand so many public sacri- 
fices were not made at that period without a valuable considera- 
tion, and that in practice there is very little difference in the 
ceremony of offering a bribe, and of that' duke's accepting it. 
To a chai^ that is alleged, not only without proof, but even 
with a confession that no proof is to be expected, no answer is 
to be returned but that of a contemptuous silence. When a 
writer takes upon him to attack the character of a nobleman 
of the highest rank, and in a matter of so capital a nature as 
that of selling his country for a bribe, common policy, as weH 
as prudence, require -that an accusation of such importance be 
supported with at least some show of evidence, and that even 
tiiis be not done but with the utmost moderation of temper and 
expression : but so sober a conduct would have been beside the 
purpose of Junius, whose business it was not to reason, but to 
rail. The Roman rhetorician, among the other arts of oratory, 
mentions one, which he dignifies with the title of a * Canine 
eloquence,' that of filling up the empty places of an argument 
with railings, cotwUiis implere vacua causarum. Jn the know- 
ledge of this rule Junius is without a rival ; and the present 
instance, among a thousand others, is a convincing testunony of 
his dexterity in the application t>f it. 

" But here it will be said, it is not fix>m circumstance and 
conjecture alone that this charge against the duke of Bedford 
is founded ; the general character of everyone takes its color 



• 
dnd o<Miiplexkm from that quality in him which predominates, 
and the allowed avarice of the man affords an evidence not to 
be resisted of the rapacity of the ambassador : and is it then so 
incontestable a point that the duke is indeed tne sordid man 
which Junius has delineated ? are there no instances to be pro- 
duced that denote a contrary dispoffltion ? one would think if a 
vicious thirst of gain had borne so large a share, as is pretended 
in his grace's composition, this would have discovered itself in 
the pecuniary emduments he had secured for himself when he 
engaged in a share of government. But what advantages of 
this kind has he obtained ; orto what bargains with the minister 
does Junius allude, when he knows, that his grace, though willing 
to assist the friends of administration with his interest and weight, 
has not accepted any department either of power or profit f 
had Junius and candor not shaken hands, this circumstance alone 
would have afforded him an evidence beyond all the legal proofs 
of a court of justice, of the iniquity of his own insinuations.* 
But we are not at a loss for other instances, and those no ordi- 
nary ones, of the duke's munificence. To what principle shall 
we attribute the payment of his elder brother's debts to the 
amount of not much less than one hundred thousand pounds ? 
the splendid provision he made for his unfortunate son ; and 
afterwards for that son's more unfortunate widow? what shall 
we say to his known attachments to the interests of his fiiends, 
his kindness to his domestics, and annual bounty to those who 
have served him faithfiilly ? his indulgence to his dependants ? 
or what are, if these be not, equivocal proofs of genuine liberality 
and benevolence ?" 

Before adverting to' the correspondence of Junius and 
Home, I will show that the language and opinions maintained 
in both characters in respect to Wilkes throughout his career 
as a political champion, were uniformly the same. 



* Junius, idien it would answer his purpose, restricted himself to insinuations ; 
but Mr. Woodfall, less cautious, makes a positire assertion oontraiy to what b 
hers declared to be the hxX, For the sake of consistency, he ought either to 
have corrected the error, or denied the truth of the statement here nude and 
published by himself. 
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On th^ Bupporition of Home's being Junius^ some nUiy 
periiaps conceive, that there is an apparent inconsist^Eicy of 
conduct irreconcilable with those prindples of honor and 
m(»rality which his friends claim for him. But when the real 
dbaradter of Wilkes is taken into consideration — that, as an 
unprincipled demagogue, he might do much mischief if not 
restrained — and that, although he might be made use of as an 
instrument to oppose the government, it was necessary to check 
his unbounded ambition, and prevent his obtaining an undue 
influence. 

Besides, the same objection would hold against any other 
person, as Junius, as well as against Home. Junius suppcnted 
l^^es as far as his cause was connected with the public inter- 
est, and no farther, and Home did the same. Which ever way 
the question is viewed, it ultimately turns upon the same pivot. 

That Mr. Home was pre-eminently vindictive towards those 
who had done him a personal injury, as well as towards his 
political adversaries, will not be denied : 'Nemo me kucessit 
impune^ was the proper armorial for his escutcheon. He had 
reasontodespiseand hate Mr. Wilkesfor histreacheiyin exposing 
his private letter, which' did him an irreparable injury ; and be 
was determined on revenge. The dishonorable conduct of 
Wilkes in respect to the Middlesex election moreover added to 
bis disgust In conversati<m with him on this subject, he mid, 
**Itis you who treat me ill. I am not duped, sir ; and I desire 
I may at least have the honor of doing what I do with my eyes 
open. The die is cast: if I had not thou^t that all was at 
stake, on the success of your election, I should not have come 
forwBrd at all ; and having once begun it, 7io^tng'^Aafl«top me/* 

Having fulfilled his object, a good opportunity presented to 
lash both the administration and Wilkes, which was not neglected. 
After this, we hear no more of Home's support of Wilkes at 
future elections. 

■ 

When pushing forward Wilkes upon this occasion, he must 
have felt towards him very much as lago did towards Roderigo : 

" Now, whether he kill Cassio, 
Or Gasrio him, or each do kdl the other, 
Eveiy way makes my gain." 
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That isy as applied to Home, <^Fates for the benefit of the 
pdUic cause. 

The deBcription of the Middlesex election given in the two 
iitdlowing letten, was evidently written by a spectator, '' a part 
of which he was and all of which he saw." As to the iitde slur 
thrown out against those who had supported Wilkes, it was in 
character of Junius, and necessary to ward off suspicion from 
the author. 

To the Printer of the Public Advertise^', 

5 April, 1768. 

Vivh 7 imd vero etiain in senatum venit : 6t .pablid oonailii partioeps: noUt, el 
limis designat oculis ad csedem iinumquemque nostrOm.'^ 

** Sir, — ^The return of Mr. Wilkes to England, and the 
measures he has since pursued, have ^ven the servants of the 
crown an opportunity of acting in a manner so becoming them- 
selves, that it would be ingratitude not to take notice of their 
extraordinary merits upon this occasion. Our gracious sovereign 
undoubtedly thinks himself highly indebted to his ministers for 
their uncommon care of his honor and dignity, as well as for 
their attention to the security of his house, family, and sacred 
person ; and I may venture to assure them that the public in 
general have a just sense of the vigor and spirit with which they 
have administered the laws, and with which the peaceable part 
of his Majesty's subjects have been protected. What sort of 
thanks they will receive from their sovereign, I cannot tell, but, 
as far as my weak endeavors can reach, the nation shaU not 
remain unapprised of the extent and species of our obligations 
to them. 

A man of a most infamous character in private life is indicted 
for a libel against the king's person, solemnly tried by his peers 
according to the laws of the land, and found guilty.f To avoid 



* Does he live? morey he even eomes into the senate: he participates in the 
pabfic councils : notes, and designates with malignant eye each one of us to 
slaus^ter. 

t Here Mr. WoodfUH endeavors, in a note, to reconcile the conduct of Junius 
in this case, hot evidently nnder great embarrassment The amount of what he 
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the sentencedue to his crime, he ffies to a foreign country^ and 
failing to surrender himself to justice, is outhwed. By this out- 
la^vry he loses all claim to the protection of those magistrates, 
and of those laws, to which, by his evasion, he had refused to be 
amenable. After some years spent abroad, this man retums to 
England with as little fear of the laws, which he had violated, 
as of respect for the great person whom he had wantonly and 
treasonably attacked. Without a single qualification either 
moral or political, and under the greatest disability, this man 
presumes so far upon the protecti<Hi of the populace, as to offisr 
himself a candidate to represent the metropolis of the kingdom. 
Disappointed in this attempt, notwithstanding all the efibrts and 
violence of the rabble, he has still the confidence to ofifer him- 
self to th<s freeholders of Middlesex as a proper person to 
represent a county, in which he has not a single foot of land ;* 
and to complete the whole, we see a man overwhehned with 
debts, a convict and an outlaw, returned to serve in the Britiidi 
parliament as knight of a shire. These, sir, are the main facts 
of Mr. Wilkes's case. The circumstanceswith which they were 
attended are no less atrocious. We saw the other candidates, 
gentlemen of lai^ fortune, and of the most respectable char* 
acters, dragged from their carriages, and hardly escaping with 
life out of the hands of Mr. Wilkes's fiiends and companions.t 



mys, ifl, that << In the pietent inBtance, Wilkes ie only adverted to as an instm- 
mcnt of attack upon an administration which Junius abominated.'' Bat that he 
afterwardB ** found that he could support this attack better by enlisting gentlemen 
in his &vor that in oppoation to him." Mr. Woodfiill must have calculated on 
easy, good natured readers, who would take, on trust, every thing he might choose 
to pahn upon them.— ./^ Ed, 

* Mr. Homei as a readent of that county, had good opportunity to know this 
&ct 

t At a subsequent election, in 1769, Mr. Luttrell, afterwards lord Imham, 
became a candidate for the county of Middlesex, in opposition to Mr. Wilkes. 
" On this occasion,'' (says Stepheni^ in his Memoirs of Mr. Home) " although he 
only potted 896 freeholders in opposition to 1143, on the part of the popular 
candidate, yet the house of commons negatived the return of the sheriffs ; and by 
a new vote, April 14, not only resolved as before, * that the election of John 
Wilkes, esq. was void,' but added, 'that the honorable Henry Lewes Lnttrell, 
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If the candidates were treated in this .manner, you may imagpne 
what aort of receptiiHi tbeir friends met with in attempting to 
poll for them. Tbe fact is, that great numbers were driven 
back by main force, or deteired by the threats of tbe populace; 
so that not a third part of the friends of sir William Proctor and 
Mr* Cooke were ever permitted to approach the hustings. The 
conclusion of Monday and Tuesday night was perfectly ccm* 
sistent with the whole proceedings of the day. I need not 
oolaige upon this detestable scene, since there is hardly a family 
in London or Westminster which has not had reason to remem- 
ber the day of Mr. Wilkes's election. The metropolis of the 
kingdom, the seat of justice, and the residence of the sovereign^ 
and of the royal family, was left, for two ni^ts together, at the 
m^rcy of a licentious, drunken rabble, without the smallestguard, 
either civil or military, to secure the king^sperson, or to protect 
his subjects. Amidstall the horror and outrage of these trans- 
actions, is there one Englishman endowed vnth the smallest 
.porti<m of reason or humanity, who can hear without grief and 
resentment, that even in some of the royal palaces, to avoid 
worse consequences, illuminations wero made to celeb^ite the 

success of a ^ who, after heaping every possible insult on 

the person of his sovereign, retuins in triumph to brave and 
outrage him again, even in the palace of his immediate residence ! 
. Such was the scene, of which all the inhabitants of London 
and Westminster were witnesses to their cost Let us now 
inquire what has been the conduct of the ministry during the 
course of it Lmg before Mr. Wilkes appeared at Guildhall, 
it was well known that he was in London ; and if any measures 



onglit to have beenreturaody and now is duly elected a knight of the shire for the 
county of Middlesex.' 

" On this, the mob became furious against Mr. LottreU, and had it not been for 
the penonal interposition of Mr. Home, that gentleman would have fallen a 
victim to their resentment ; for it was he who rescued him from Uieir clutches, 
and conducted him to a place of safety. This generous conduct must surely be 
allowed to have been worthy of applause ; but such is the deadly enmity of 
political contests, that it rendered him, ever alter, suspected by many of 
that party, and on a fiiture occasion, was frequently quoted against him, as an 
indeBble efiepce.^'*-.^. Ed, 
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had been taken by the miniBtry to secure him in conflequeoo^ 
of hiB outlawiyt it mig^t undoubtedly have been done with the 
greatest facility. Why no process was sued for out of the Court 
of King's Bench, let the ministers answer if tiiey can* But they 
have much more to answer for. They are responsible for aD 
the consequences of permitting this oudaw to appear at laige» 
and for all the vidences of which he has since been the author* 
By their indolence and neglect, or perhaps in consequence 
of a secret compact with him, this man has been suffered to 
throw the metropoUs into a flame, to offer new outrages to his 
sovereign, and at last to force his way into parliament, where, if 
he were a man of any parliamentary abilities, I doubt not but 
he would reward them as they deserve. In the midst of all 
thistumultandconfusion,thecliancellorof Great Britain* and the 
first lord of the treasuryf retire out of town, and leave the whole 
executive power of the crown to fall to the ground. In the 
name of God and the laws, are such men fit to govern a great 
kingdom? To say that they are, is an insult to the commcm 
understanding of mankind, and I hope our gracious sovereign 
will do justice to himself and to his people, by depriving them 
of a power, which they have either not courage or not honesty 
enough to exert in his service. I am persuaded there is not a 
man of property, sense, or honor in this countiy, who is not 
ready, heart and hand, to support the constitution, and to defend 
the sovereign, though his own immediate servants have deserted 
him. We have hitherto taken no steps for our defence, because 
w^ expected the protection of government ; but we are stiU 
strong enou^ to defend our lives and properties against Bfr. 
Wilkes and his banditti, nor shall the treacherous example set 
us by the' ministry ever induce us to abandon our own rights, or 
those of the chief magistrate. CJ*X 



* Lord Camden. f The duke of Gnftos. 

I The editor has already had occaaion to obaenre in varioua places that C. Was 
the signature adopted by Junius in his private correspondence with the Printer 
of the Public Advertiser. 
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To the PrirUer of the Public Adveriisef\ 

5 April, 1768. 

'' Sir, — There is sooiethiiig bq extraordinary iti the conduct 
of the ministry, with respect to Mr. Wilkes, that I cannot help 
suspecting that they have a secret motive for it, which the public 
is not aware of. It is to me inconceiTable that he should have 
been 9ufib^ to return to England, and remain at large, not* 
withstanding this outlawry ;-'>4o offer himself a candidate for 
the metropolis ; — to appear the leader of violence and riot 
uncontrolled; — and at last to succeed in his enterpri9e at 
Brentford^ unless all this had been done with the connivance 
and consent of the king's servants. My suspicions may perhaps 
be ill founded, but I tUnk there is reason enough to apprehend 
that Mr, Wilkes would never have been permitted to go such 
lei^ths, if all were wdl between the ministry and the earl of 
Bute. They oertamly have a design to teirify the Scotchman^ 
and to keep him inorder, by producing their tribune once more 
upon the stage. Let the Thane look to himself I Mr. Wilkes 
being aman of no sort of ccmsequence in his own person, can 
never be supported but by keeping up the cry, and this cry can 
no way be maintained but by renewing his attacks upon the 
Scotch favorite and his countrymen. With this key we may^ 
perhapa, account for the supineness and indifibrence with which 
the ministiy have seen the laws trampled on, and the public 
peace and tranquillity destroyed, by the respectable Mr. Wilkes, 
and his no less respectable friends. Yours^ 

Q IN THE CORNER." 

Extracf of a Letter addressedto theduke ofOrafton. 

AprU 10, 1769. 

** I have fineqoNidy censured Mr. Wilkes's conduct, yet your 
advocate reproaches me with having devoted myself to the 
service of sedition. Your grace can best inform us for whidi 
of Mr. Wilkes's good qualities you iBrst honored him vrith your 
friendship, or how long it was before you discovered those bad 
ones in him, at which, it seems, your delicacy was oflfended. 

36 
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Remember, my lord, that you cimtmiied your comieiioD witb 
Mr. IVilkes, kng after he had been convicted of those crimes 
whidi you have since taken pains to represent in the Maekest 
cok>rs of blasphemy and treason. 

But let Mr. WiBces's character be what it may, this, at least 
is certain ; that circumstanced as he is, with regard to the puMic, 
even his vices plead for him. The people of England have too 
much discernment to suffer your grace to take advantage of the 
fidlings of a private character, to establish aprecedent by which 
the public Hberty is affected, and which you may hereafter, with 
equal ease and satisfaction, employ to the ruin of the best m^iin 
the kingdom. Content yourself, my lord, with the many 
advantages which the unsullied purity of your own character 
has given you over your unhappy deserted friend. Avail your- 
self of all theunfoif^ving piety of the court you live in, and bless 
Ck>d that 'you are not as other men are ; extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this pubGcan.' In a heart void of feelin^^ 
the laws of honor and good faith may be violated with impunity, 
and there you may safely indulge your genius. Butthelawsof 
England shall not be violated, even by your holy zeal to oppress 
asinner ;* and though you have succeeded in making him a tool, 
you shall not make him the victim of your ambition. 

JUNIUS.'^t 
Eoctrad qf a LeUer to the Printer cf the PvbKc Advertiser. 

April 12, 1769. 

''Mr. Woodfall^ — ^The m<mody on the siq>po6ed death cf 
Junius is not the less poetical for being founded on a fiction. In 
some parts of it there is a promiq^ of genius which deserves 



* upon tbb pasBagey Mr. Henm remaiks, ** Tfui is one of tbooe occaaioiM^ of 
too iireqntDt leeoireDoe, on whieh Junius discoyoTB his socpuuntaneo wiUi the 
IsMe, ttid his want of reverence lor it" Let it be remembered that Mr. Homo 
studied the bible profesaionaUyy and therefore mist be supposed to be weU 
acquainted with it This dicumstance, by the way, is not unworthy of con- 
flideiawni. 

t Wilkes, when beread thisdefenee of himself by his fiiend Junras, Bnathare 
ezclaimedy the Lord deliver me £rom my finendsf 



to be encouraged.^ My letter of Mondayf will« I hope, con- 
vince the anthor that I am neither a partisan of Mr. Wilkes, nor 
jret bought off by the ministry. It is true I have refused offisrs, 
which a more prudent or a more interested man would have 
accepted*! Whether it be simplicity or virtue in me I cancmly 
Affirm that I am m earnest ; becaiise I am convinced, as far as 
my understanding is capable of judging, that the present ministry 
are driving this country to destruction; and you, I think, sfar, 
may be satisfied that my rank and fortune place me above a 
common bribe. JUNIUS.** 

Extract of a Letter to the duke of Oraftan. 

April 24, 1769. 

^ My lord, — ^The system you seemed to have adopted, vidien 
lord Chatham unexpectedly left you at the head of affiurs, gave 
us no prcxnise of that uncommon exertion of vigor, which has 



* This monody is maerted in a note by Wood&ll, and is a severe satire upon 
Jnniuai The manner he speaks of it agrees exactly with the repiesentatioD 
given by Stephens of the treatment abown by Home to similar productions aimed 
athimsel£ 

t Dated April 10. From which the foregoing extract is taken. 

X Bir. Home '* vras promised (says Stephens) to be appointed one of the king's 
chaplaina, and had a prospect of sochothOT preferment as was snflkient to satisfy 
his wishes. In fine, aman so gifted andso fiivored might have a^Mred to all the 
honors of his profession ; he mig)it have enjoyed wealth and respect, and that 
learned ease so dear to a man of letters. — ^It was in vain that his brother-in-law 
(Dr. Demainbray) remonstrated against his imprudent oonduct, and that all hit 
fisendsiHiispeied in his ear, that he was about to put an eternal bar tohia future 
pteferment" 

Bir. Home, in addressing the court on his trial, in 1777, for an alleged libel 
against the government, said, ''He (the Attorney-general) has talked to your 
lordships of my patrons. I have had in my life^ and early in my life, the greatest 
of patrons ; ay, with all their power, greater than any that now hear me. I 
lenouneed my patrons, because I wonkl not renounce my piindples; repeatedly^ 
over and over again, of difierent deaciiptionB and in diflbrent aituationa.'* 

*« If popularity would ofier Itself to me, I would speedily take care to kick it 
away. As for ambition, and bodies of men, and parties^ and societies^ there la 
aoUdngof itinthecase. Thereianobodyof men with whom I can think, that 
1 know o£ There b no body of men with whom I am c onn ected. Private 
fiaendAipal have, like other men, but they tie very few; however, that iereoom- 
pence to me, for they are very worthy.^ 
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nnce illustrated your character, and diatinguished your adminifr" 
tration. F^ from diacoveriiig a spirit bold euou^^ to inYacle 
the fint rigbta of the people, and the first principles of the con* 
stitution, you were scrupulous of exercising even those powers, 
with which the executive branch of the legislature is kgaHjr 
invested We have not yet foigotten how long Mr. Wilkes was 
suffered to appear at laige, nor how long he was at liberty to 
canvass for the city* and county, with all the (errors of an out* 
lawry hanging over him. Our gracious sovereign has not yet 
forgotten the extraordinary care you took of his dignity and of 
the safety of his person, when, at a crisis which courtiers 
aflfected to call alarming, you left the metropolis exposed far 
two nights together, to every species of riot and disorder. 

JUNIUS.* 

Extract frmnJunitufs LeOer to tie King. 

Dec. 19, 1769. 

'' You have still an honorable part to act The affections of 
your subjects may still be recovered. But before you subdue 
dieir hearts, you must gain a noble victory over your own. 
Discard those little personal resentments, which have too long 
directed your public conduct Pardon this manf the remaiqder 
of his punishment ; and, if resentment still prevails, make it, 
what it should have been long since, an act, not of mercy, but 
of contempt He vnU soon fall back into his natural station ; a 
silent senator, and hardly supporting the weekly eloquence of a 
newspaper. The gentle breath of peace would leave him cm 
the surface, neglected and unremoved. It is only the tempest 
that lifts him from his place." 



* Prior to hit oflfoting himeelf for die oonnty of Middleaex, Wilkes had beeone 
a candidate for the metropolis, and it was in conaequenee of his bihiie in the 
dtjr, that he fureesed forward (o tht: coantry. The popnlaoe, in both caeei^ were 
80 nmneroaslj and so yiolenUy attached to him, Uiat manj aerioiM riots wers U» 
oone e qnence— and so outtageoos were they in two or three instances, that the 
oowt party strenuously asserted Uiatthe city and even the palace itself weieBot 
firee fiom danger.-<->&L 

t Wilkes, 



AwnchMu. mb 



DISPUTE AND CORRESPONDENCE 

OF JVNlim AND MB, HOJUIS. 



I BHAUi now make a few extracts from the famous diqnite 
and eonespondence of Jimiui and Mr. Hoarne, and add nicli 
leilectiona as appear to my mind to be applicable to the case. 

Junius makes the attack, in a letter to the duke of Grafioo, 
as follows : 

July 9, im. 

^ Your grace*8 re-appointment to a seat in the cabinet was 
announced to the public by the ominous return of lord Bute to 
this country.* When that noxious planet approaches England, 
he never fails to bring plague and pestilence along with him. 
The king already feels the malignant effect of your influence 
over his councils. Your former administration made Mr. 
Wilkes an alderman of London and representative of Middle- 
sex. Your next appearance in office is marked with his election 
to the shrievalty. In whatever measure yOu are concerned, 
you are not only disappointed of success, but always contrive 
to make the government of the best of princes contemptible in 
his own eyes, and ridiculous to the whole worid. Making all 
due allowance for the effect of the minister's declared interpo- 
sition, Mr. Robinson's activity, and Mr. Home's new zeal in 
support of administration, we still want the genius of the duke 
of Grafton to account for committing the whole interest of 
government in the city to the conduct of Mr. Hariey." 

^The unfortunate success of the reverend Mr. Home's 
endeavours in support of the ministerial nomination of sheriffs, 
will, I fear, obstmct his preferment Permit me to recommend 
him to your grace's protection." 

In this sham attack upon Home, Jjuun werj civilly gives « 
back-handed cut at hk friend Wilkes. 



286 mBCKUsAiOBKHJS 

The weakness and fatility of the chai^ brou^t againsl 
Horne of supporting the existing administration at that time, 
shows that it was intended for no other porpose than to give 
him an opportunity to refiite it Wilkes himself had not the 
fdly to pretend to any such thing. It was well known that 
Plumbe and Kirkman were the government candidates for the 
shrievalty ; and that Oliver was supported by Home, Townsend, 
Sawbridge and others the most respectable of the wlug party, 
in opposition to Wilkes and his colleague Bull. Hie whig parly 
was divided. We understand this matter veiy well in New- 
York. 

Home had long before given up any expectation of prefer- 
ment in the church ; his letter to Wilkes had settled that buai- 
ness. As to being afterwards likened to a monk, the whole 
tenor of his life was in such direct opposition to thut character 
as to render the allegation of no effect 

Home to Jttmus. 

July 13, 1771. 

^ You charge me with ^anew zeal in support of administra- 
tion,' and with •^endeavors in support of the ministerial 
nomination of sheriffi;.' The reputation which your talents 
have deservedly gained to die signature of Junius, draws from 
me a reply, wUch I disdained to give to the anonymous lies of 
Mr. Wilkes. You make frequent use of die word Oendeman ; 
I only call myself a Jtfcm, and desire no other disdnctkm; if 
you are either, you are bound to make good your chains, or to 
confess that you have done me a hasty injustice upon no au- 
thority.'' 

This affected manner of setting up an opponent is ridiculous. 
Home had before answered both the anonymous and perscNial 
lies of Mr. Wilkes ; and as Wilkes would write no more, he 
awkveardly drags Junius into the controversy. With Teapsct 
to the word gentleman, used by Junius, Mr. Heron makes the 
following remarks. 

'^Junius ^ised the title of genUemanwAk affectation : and it 
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tf «<fecled]^,tfaat Mr. Honobe here ant)^ 
lion of a man. 

^The word man, as Iiere uaed by Home, means precis^ 
the same thing as gen;Oeman in the sense in which it was em- 
ployed by Jmuus. Home meant by it, a person possessing the 
common sense, the common honesty, and the kind affectidns 
eipressing themselves in gentleness and benignity, which are 
esteemed the only worthy characteristics of human nature, 

excessively debased^ nor exceedingly exalted above its 

rale of exceOence. 
''What Honie here says of imm and jpsfillemaii, is, therefore, 
merely idle and inqpertinent caviL" 

Mr. Heron did not perceive that the wbc^ eoirespond^ice 
was ''merely idle and impertinent cavil.** 

" You have every advantage, and I have every disadvantage : 
you are unknown ; J give my name. All parties, both in and 
out of administration, have their reasons (which I shall relate 
hereafter) for uniting in dieirwidies against me: and the popular 
prejudice is as strongly in ycur fiivor as it is violent against the 
paraan.* 

" Singular as my present situatikm is, it is neither painful; nor 
vros it unforeseen. He is not fit for public business, who does 
not, even at his entrance, prepare his mind for such an event 
^Health, fortune, tranquillity, and private connexions, I have 
sacrificed upon the altar of the public ; and the only return I 
received, because I will not concur to dupe and mislead a sense* 
less multitude, is barely, that they have not yet torn me in {ueces." 

The sympathy existing in the mindsof these two gentlemen, 
Junius and Home, is amazing. Alittlebefore Home wrotethe 
above, viz. April 22, 1771, Junius addressed the printer of the 
Public Advertiser as follows: 



* That 18, Home, as Jmuns, was hi^y respected, but, as paxsen Home, was 
in sreat djar^pnte* • 



' 
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'<Sir,--^To write for profit, idtliouttaiiiig the press; to^Mvto 
for feme, and to be unknown; to support the intrigues of factmn, 
and to be disowned as a dangerous mucOiary by tvery party in 
the kingdom, are contradictions which the minister must recon* 
cile before I forfeit my credit with the public. I may quit the 
service, but it would be absurd to sbspect me of desertion. The 
reputation of these papers is an honorable pledge for my attadi> 
ment to the people. To sacrifice a respected character, and to 
r^funmce the esteem of sodety, requires more than Mr. Wed* 
derbume's resdution. But, in truth, sir, I have left no room finr 
an accommodation with the piety of St. James's. My offences 
are not to be redeemed by recantation or repentance. On (me 
side, our tt^armest patriots* would disclaim me as a burthen to 
their homst ambition. On the other, the vilest prostitution, if 
Junius could desc^id to it, would lose its natural merit and in- 
fluence in the cabinet, and treachery be no longer a reconmien- 
dation to the royal favor.** 

How had Junius, an anonymous writer, sacrificed a respccUMt 
^karoKicr ? He is not known to this day, and theref<H« had 
sacrificed no character as Junius. But by substituting the propei- 
name, Horne, the mystery is explained. 

A Antat time after the date of the above letter of Home to 
Junius, vii. Sep. 7, 1771, the latter, in a letter to Wilkes, thus 
expresses himself : 

** A man who honestly engages in a public cause, must pre- 
pare tumself for events which vrill at once demand his utmost 
patience, and ronse his warmest indignation. I feel myself, at 
this moment, in the very situation I describe ; yet from the 
commonenemy I expect nothing but hostilities against the pec^le. 
It is the conduct of our fiiends that surprises and afflicts me.** 

Junius to Home. 

July «4, 1771. 

Sir, — ^1 cannot descend to an altercation with you in the 
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liewspapei^: butsince I hare altack«dyour charact^, and yoit 
complain of injusticei I think you have some right to an ex^*" 
natkm." 

' The consummate dbplicity of this single passage is sufficient 
to prove the whole correspondence a sheer hoax. Junius con- 
tended in the newsp^)er8 with everybody that came in his wayi 
either personally or anonymously^ and objects to an altercation 
in like manner with a man of the first talents in Great Britain^ 
who had done more in support of correct poUtical principles 
than any man in it 

^ Neither do I pretend to any intelligence concerning you^ or 
to know more of your conduct than you yourself have thought 
proper to communicate to the public It is from your own 
letters, I conclude, that you have soM yourself to the ministiy." 

The pretended ignorance of Junius of so . distinguished a 
character as John Home, is on a par with his denial of a per* 
flonal knowledge of George Granville. The extravagance of 
which in both cases is calculated to defeat the object intended* 
The letters alluded to, Mr. Woodfall says, were those written 
by Mr. Home in the dispute with Mr. Wilkes. Is there any 
thing in thode letters tending to show what is here alleged ? 

" I can mc^e allowances for the violence of the passions ; and 
if ever I should be convinced that you had no motive but to 
destroy Wilkes, I shall then be ready to do justice to your 
character, and to declare to the world, that I despise you some- 
what less than I do at present" 

This was exactly what Mr. Home wished an opportunity 
more fully to show, and the very object for which this corres^ 
pondence was commenced. 

Junius adds, ** But as a public man^ I must for ever condemn 
you." The impolicy of Mr. Home's exposure of the character 
and conduct of Wilkes had been, jt appears, before noticed hf* 
others, and Mr. Home seemed anxious to show that it was 
important for the public to know his real character. He says 
in one oi his letters to Mr. Wilkes, '' I have been asked by 
some well meaning men, why I will suffer any private pique or 
quarrel between us to come before the public and injure that 
rause?" The public cause of which he was speaking. And 

37 
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he endeavored, in that letter, to 4>rove the prophefy and 
necessity of the course he had taken ; but doubtless finding 
tl&t his reasonings had not had sufficient weight with the multi- 
tude, he here brings forward the subject again that he might be 
more explicit upon it. 

"I know that man much better than any of you. Nature 
intended him only for a good-humoured fool. A systematical 
education with long practice, has made him a consummate 
hypocrite." 

Mr. Home, in the character of Junius, here alludes to his 
personal knowledge of Gteorge III, when young. "When a 
boy, says Mr. Stephens, he (Home) had been introduced at 
Leicester House, by means of Dr. Demainbray, and was ac- 
customed to play with his present majesty, who was exactly two 
years younger than himself, once or twice a week." And being 
a very forward boy himself, as represented by his biographer, 
he probably drew a comparison unfavorable to the heir to the 
throne, which time had not obliterated. The expressi(»i, 
"nature intended him," naturally carries the mind back to the 
period here referred to when the first indications of the future 
man begin to be exhibited. * * 

" It will be in vain to say that I am k partisan ot^ir. Wilkes, 
or personally tfour enemy. You will convince no man, for you 
do not believe it yourself." 

Junius, at any rate, here speaks the truth. We have positive 
proof that Mr. Home did not believe Junius to be his enemy. 
Dr. John A. Graham, of New- York, relates a conversation he 
had with Mr. Home, in the year 1797, in the course of which 
the subject of Junius was introduced. The Dr. while express- 
ing his admiration of the general style of the author, ex- 
cepted his ^harsh epithets and course invectives against parson 
Home ; upon which the latter replied, " Junius is ihe best friend 
I ever had, and added, that%e knew him well, and that he was 
then living.^ See Graham's Memoirs of Mr. Tooke, p. 17. 

It appears that this is not the only occasion in which Mr. 
Home acknowledged liis acquaintance with Junius. Mr. 
Stephens (see his Memoirs, vol. i. p. 415.) speaking of Junius, 
obseiTes, " I have been assured, more than once, by the subject 
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of this memoir, that he absolutely knew the author. To another 
gentleman, he lately added, ' that he vrss still alive.' " 

Although the declaration of Mr. Home to Dr. Graham, in 
regard to the friendship existing between the parties, must be 
admitted to be equivocal, yet, by destroying the supposed re- 
ality of a serious dispute between Home and Junius, it goes to 
undermine the whole plot,*and thereby completely to expose 
the fraud. If Junius was Homers best f fiends the pretended 
quarrel was a farce, and the disputants one and the same 
person. 

** You say you are a man. Was it generous, was it manly, 
iiepeatedly to introduce into a new8pi^>er, the name of a young 
lady with whom you must heretofore have lived on terms of 
politeness and good humour 7" 

This nonsense is introduced merely to furnish a topic for dis- 
cussion; and alludes to the following declaration in one of 
Home's letters to M^lkes ; ^' To complete his plan of economy, 
he sent his daughter to Paris to see the Dauphin's wedding." 
A mighty uncivil thing to be sure. 

Mr. 6. Woodfall, in his edition of 1812, to keep up the de- 
lusion by making something monstrous out of the case, as an 
apology for its introduction, says, '* Home had taken liberties 
with the name of* Miss Wilkes in his public letters in some of 
the newspapers — and liberties which no misconduct of hers had 
entitled him to take." 

This assertion is made for the first time more than forty years 
after the occurrence alluded to, and of course without any 
knowledge of the fact. Junius only chaiges Home with " intro- 
ducing into the newspapers the name of a young lady," but 
takes care not to say, that any improper insinuations were 
made, but this defect, in order to justify the parade made about 
it, has been supplied by Mr. G. Woodfall. The expression, 
" in some of the newspapers," shows Mr. Woodfall's ignorance 
on the subject * The fact is, the passage which served as a 
topic for Mr. Home to exercise his wit upon, if there be any 
wit in the case, appeared in the Public Advertiser, owned and 
edited by Mr. H. S. Woodfall. 



^'This letter,"^ you see, is not iotended for the public; tmt, if 
ymi think it will do you airy^ service, yoa are at liberty to publish 
it" 

What ridiculous coquetry ! It is sinrprising ^at this broad, 
awkward finesse should have passed current for a moment. Mr. 
Heron and 6. Woodfall have exercised their wits upon it to 
endeavor to make it plausible. Their idea is, that Junius Ad 
not wish, by the publication of this letter, to increase the divi- 
sion existing in the Bill of Rights Society. Hiis supposition is 
too late. It comes after the fair. Why vmte the letter at all? 
Why commence the controversy? The purport of the letter 
was as palpably calculated for the public eye as any part of the 
correspondence. What purpose was to be gained by abusieg 
Mr. 'Home privately? 37le die u«w ccirt.— Tlie bfeach in the 
Bill of Rights Society was made, and was irreparaUe. For 
Junius, after keeping aloof during the whole contest of W%es 
and Home, till the battle was over, and its consequences known, 
then to come forward ynth his sage advice, chiding Home for 
not foreseeing the result, is truly contemptible. 

The whole aim of this delicate procedure vna to gull the 
pubUc — to prevent a suspicion that tius warfare of Junius and 

Home veas not a serious, bona fide contest. 

• 

Home to Junius, 

Judy 31, 1771. 

•«Sir, — ^You have disappointed me. When I told you that 
surmise and general abuse, in hbwever elegant language, ou^t 
not to pass for proofs, I evidently hinted at the reply which I 
expected ; but you have dropped your usual elegance, and seem 
willing to try what vnll be the effect of ^surmise and general 
abuse in very coarse language.'* 

On this passage Mr. Heron remarks. " Here Home egi«- 
giously errs. Junius's last letter is written with as much 
correctness and elegance of style, as any of the former.** 



*■ Tbifl leUer was tranamitted privately by the printer to Mr. Home, at JaniuB's 
I6<|i}est. Mr. Home r«tamed it to the printer, with directions to publish it. 



Mr. Hfinai did not know the difficdt task Home had tofier- 
fonn. Some allowance should be made for a man who wiites 
on both sides of a question. He n^ust occasionally say some 
absurd things in order to give himself an (^iportunity to make 
a smart reply. 

^ Of two things, however, he has c<»idescended to give proof. 
He very properly produces a foung lady to prove that I am 
not a man ; and a good M ioofnan,.my grandmiother, to prove 
BCr. Oliver a fool. Poor old soul I she read her Bible fai" other* 
wise than Junius i She often found there, th&t the sins of the 
iathens had been i^ited on the children ; and therefcn^ was 
cmitious that herself, aad her immediate decendants, shodd 
leave no reproach oa her posterity : and they left none. How 
little could die foiresee this reverse of Junius, who visits my 
political sins upon my grandmoth^ T 

Mr. Heron seems to have been choked at this passage. 
AU he says about it i^, ^ What a paragraph of bufiboB^ !" 
He migirt with pn^riety have a{^lied the same term to the 
whole correspondence. To my mind it is nothing moire. It 
will be observed, that the subject of imputed guilt, in the 
manner of Jannis, before quoted, is introduced in this place. 

^ To whom have I, like him, refused my name, upon com- 
plaint of miury? What printer have 1 desired to oonoeal 



lliese remarks are intended to lull any suqncions that he 
vasthe auttior of Junius. But that work, it may be presumed, 
did not come within the rule he had eistablished. In declaniig 
to WHkes his genera] practice to avow whatever he had 
written, he says, '' But the rule does not extend to you." 

''But what cares Junius for the security of the constitution ? 
He has now unftdded to us his diabolical principies. As a 
public man he must ever condemn any measure which may 
tend accidentally to gratify the sovereign ; and Mr. Wilkes is 
to be supported and assisted in all his attempts (no matter how 
ridiculous and mischievous his projects) as long as he continues 
to be a Aam in the Un^s side ! The cause of the country, it 
Beems,inthe opinionof Junhis, is merdy to vex the king; and 
any rascal is to be supported in any roguery, provided he can 
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mly thereby plant a thorn in the hinges side. This is the veiy 
extremity of faction, and the last degree of political wicked- 
ness." 

The gross absurdities strung together in the above passage^ 
exhibit in a striking point of view, the embarrassment under 
which the writer labored to support this ridiculous farce, 
which indeed is conspicuous throiighout the whole correspon- 
dence. The most trifling, insignificant topics are dwelt upon 
as of the highest consideration, till the arguments, for and against 
the positions taken, become excessively tiresome and disgusting. 
This would 'not have been the case had the dispute been a 
real one. The difficulties arose from the awkward condi- 
tion in which the writer had placed himself. But awkward as 
it was, it could hardly have been expected that he would have 
calculated so far upon the ignorance of his readers as to pretend 
that Junius had no regard for the constitution, when his most 
strenuous effdrts had been constantly directed to its preserva- 
tion ; nor that he entertained such narrow views in respect 
to the king as are here represented. 

In refiitation of the fir$(t insinuation, the entire letters of 
Junius may be referred to, and in regard to the latter, I quote 
the following passages. 

^ The people of England are loyal to the House of Hanover ; 
not from a vain preference of one family to another, but from 
a conviction, that the establishment of that family was necessary 
to the support of their civil and religious liberties. This, sir, is a 
principle of allegiance equally solid and rational, fit for English" 
men to adopt, and well worthy of your majesty's encourage- 
ment" 

** That he is king of a free people, is, indeed, his greatest 
glory. That he may long continue the king of a free people, is 
the second wish that animates my heart. The first is, that the 
people may be freeP 

This was the manly sort of loyalty always professed by 
Junius, as Junius, and by John Home perscmally. 

" Upon these principles I never have acted, and 1 never will 
act. In my opinion, it is less dishonorable to be the creature of 
a court, than the tool of a faction. 'I will not be either." 
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JuniuSy ^hen he had a better opinion of Wilkes than he after^ 
VfBida entertained, in a letter dated May, 1767, under the signa- 
ture of PopUcola, speaking of the persecutions the latter had 
experienced from the whig party under the influence of lord 
Chatham, says, *' He served them perhaps with too much zeal ; 
but such is the reward which the tools of faction usually receive, 
and in some measure deserve, when they .are imprudent enou^ 
to hazard every thing in support of other men's ambition.'' 

"Whatever may be the event of the present wretched state 
of politics in this country, the principles of Junius will suit no 
form of government. They are not to be tolerated under any 
constitution. Personal enmity is a motive fit only for the devil. 
Whoever or whatever is sovereign, demands the respect and 
support of the people." 

Could Mr. Home suppose the public would think him serious 
when he vrrotB the above passage ? Could there, have been 
a greater insult offered to the common sense of the English 
nation, than for Mr. Home to pretend to entertain such a senti- 
ment 7 Had the nation forgotten his comparing the sangfroid 
with which the then king of England had received the complaints 
of his subjects i^ Nero's fiddling while Rome was burning ? 

Junius to the Printer of the Public Advertiser^ 

Aug. 15, 1771. 

This letter was affectedly addressed to the printer, for the 
purpose of giving to the correspondence an air of seriousness 
and consequence. 

" Mr. Home's situation does not correspond with his inten- 
tions. In my opinion, (which I know will be attributed tp my 
usual vanity and presumption) his letter to me does not 
deserve an answer. But I understand that the public are not 
satisfied with my silence ; that an answer isftxpected from me; 
and that if I persist in refiising to plead, it will be taken for con- 
viction. I should be inconsistent with the principles I profess, 
if I declined an appeal to the good sense qf the people, or did 
not willingly submit myself to the judgment of my peers." 

Mr. Home, in his last letter, had refuted all the chains pre- 
ferred against him, on account of his quarrel with Wilkes, of 
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whicb the attaclu of Joniiw were a.iiieiB rqie^^ 
fimranl for the sole puxpoeeof gmnghiinanoppoTtanilytDclo 
•0* And now Bfe. Home and his firioiid Junhis, it seems, had 
mubially agreed to suspend any fiuther proceedings in this 
amioabb miL The poMic, it appears, were fiilly aware thai 
Home bad obtained a complete victory over his fictitioas 
adyersaxytaod caDed loudly for another Jonras. Under these 
circumstances Junius again reluctantly enters the Bst& This 
second attack, he caUs an appeal^ thereby acknowledging his 
defeat,oa the jfirst trial. In this letter there is a good deal of 
irreleTa&l remacfc — no new chaiges are brou^it, nor former 
ones established. 

There are, however, in this letter some points which go to 
establish .the unity of these two characters, which I shall notice. 

^ A» for myself, it is no lon^r a question, ^ Whether I shall 
mix with the throng and take a single share in the danger.' 
Whenever Junius qipears, he must encounter a host of en^mes* 
But is there no honorable way to serve the pnbfic, without 
engagmg in. personal quarrels with insignificant individuals^ or 
submitting to the drudgery of canvassing votes for anr election ? 
Is there no merit in dedicating my life to the information of my 
fellow-subjects ? What public question have I declined 7 What 
villain have I spared ? Is there no labour in the composition of 
these letters V 

The language of Home, in his letter preceding this, bears a 
strong resemblance to the above. — ^Which is as follows : 

^ In the infinite variety of busbess in which I have been con^ 
ccmed, where it is not so easy to be faultless, which of my 
actions can he arraign ? To what danger has any man been 
exposed, which I have not faced 7 Information, action, imprimmf 
jnentj or death f What labor have I refused 7 What expense 
have I declined 7 ^ffhai pleasure have I not renounced 7" 

Compare also the following passage in a letter of Home to 
Wilkes, dated May, 1771. 

^* But whatever nyiy be the opinions of any persons conoem-^ 
ing my conduct, I shall not alter it ; their uninformed opinions 
afiect me little : I know my own situation ; I must ever remain 
a poor and a private man. and can never be a candidate for the 
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favor or ccmfidence of the puMic. The voice of the people ii 
not the voice of God to me, though (m the fair meaning of the 
word people) 1 have never thought it wrong; but it is ^e voice 
within me that shall ever be the guide of myactions.'* 

In tlft passage extracted from the foregoing letter of Junius, 
it IS evident, that Mr. Home under that ognature was describ- 
ing his own situation. As he had become unpopular, he did not 
appear personally to take any part in the political squabbles of 
thie day ; and he compares his present occupation with what it 
had been when canvassing votes for Wilkes, contending with 
Onslow, &c, 

^It seems I am a partisan of the great leader of the opposi- 
tion. If the chaige had been a reproach, it should have been 
better supported. I did not intend to make a public declaration 
of the respect I bear lord Chatham ; I well knew what unworthy 
conclusions would be drawn from it But I am called upon to 
deliver my opinion ; and surely it is not in the little censure of 
Mr. Home to deter me from doing sigiml justice to a man, who, 
I confess, has grown upon my esteem. As for the common sordid 
views of avarice, or any purpose of vulg€tr ambition, I question 
whether the applause of Junius would be of service to lord 
Chatham. My vote will hardly recommend him to an increase 
of his pension, or to a seat in the cabinet. But, if his ambition 
be upon a level with his understanding, if he judges of what is 
truly honourable for himself, with the same superior genius* 
which animates and directs him to eloquence in debate, to wis- 
dom in decision, even the pen of Junius shaU contribute to re- 
ward him. Recorded honours shall gather round his monu- 
ment, and thicken over him. It is a solid fiibric, and will siqi- 
port the laurels that adorn it. I am not conversant in the lan- 
guage of panegyric. These praises are extorted from me ; 
but they will wear well, for they have beenCbaiiy eamed.** 

•^The sdiortening the duration of parliament is a subject on 
which Mr. Home cannot enlai^ too warmly, nor will I ques- 
ticm his sincerity. If I did not profess the same sentiments, I 
should be shamefully inconsistent with myself. It is unneces- 
sary to bind lord Chatham by the written formality of an en- 

38 • 
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gagement He has publicly declared himself a convert to tti-- 
ennial pArliaments." 

This equivocal praise, or rather insidious reproach, has been 
considered as a high eulogy upon lord Chatham, and Junius in 
consequence ranked among his most stanch friends. 

^' ijf his ambitton," &c. ^ JJThe judges of what is tndy honor- 
able," &c, — ^Then even the pen of Junius which has been so 
often employed against him, shall contribute to reward him, &c^ 

" I knew when seven justices could not take up a quarrel ; 
but when the parties were met themselves, one of them thought 
butof an if, as, if you said so, then I said so; and they. shook 
hands, and swore brothers. Your ifvB the only peace-maker ; 
much virtue in if^* 

To test the friendship of Junius for lord Chatham, it is neces- 
sary tp revert to his letters under other signatures, in which, it 
seems, he expressed his mind more freely in regard to some 
characters than when he gave hi&i favorite signature. 

In a letter signed Poplicola, May 28, 1767, he says, " Mr. 
C. D. will find but few people credulous enou^ to believe that 
either Mr. Rtt or Mr. Pultney, when they accepted of a title, 
did not,' by that action, betray their friends, their country, and, 
in every honorable sense, themselves." 

Dec. 19, 1767. 

'^ I will not suppose that the bulk of the British people is sunk 
into so criminal astateof stupidity; but that there does exist a par- 
ticular set of men, base and treacherous enough to have enlisted 
under the banners of a lunatic,t to whom they sacrificed their 
honor, their conscience, and their country, in order to carry a 
point of party, and to gratify a personal rancour, is a truth too 
mielancholy and too certain for Great Britain.^ 

H 22 Dec. 1767. 

HMr. Woodfall, — ^Your correspondent of yesterday, Mr. 
Macaroni, in his account of the new ministerial arrangements, 
has thrust in a labored bombast panegyric on the earl of Chat- 
ham ; in which he tells us, ' that this country owes more to him 
than it can ever repay.' Now, Mr. Woodfall, I entirely agree 



* Shakegpeare. t Lord ChathsiD. 



ARTICLlbS. 299 

With Mr. Macaroni, that this country does owe more to lord 
Chatham ttian it can ever repay ; for to him we owe the great- 
est part of our national debt ; and that I am sure we can never 
repay. I mean no offence to Mr. Macaroni, nor any of your 
gentlemen authors, who are so kind to give us citizens cui early 
peep behind the political curtain, but I cannot bear to see so 
much incense offered to an idol, who so little deserves it I am 
yours, &c. DOWNRIGHT." 

Junius was no changeling in principle, although he possessed 
a happy knack of adapting his cameleon hues to the attainment 
x>f the object he had in view. • • 

The intention* of these ^torted praises, as Junius calls them, 
was to pin lord Chatham to his declarations in favor of triennial 
parliameints. 

To understand the. force and bearing of the observations in 
this correspondence respecting lord Chatham, a short history of 
the occurrences which led to them is required. 

In consequence of the part taken by Chatham, in regard to 
the subjects which agitated the public mind at that time, the 
corporation of the city of London presented him with the fol- 
lowing vote of thanks ; 

"At a Common Council holden on the 14th of May, 1770, 
it was resolved, ' That the grateful thanks of this court be pre- 
sented to the Right Hon. William earl of Chatham, for the zealhe 
has shown in support of those most valuable and sacred privi- 
leges, the right of election, and the r^t of petition ; and for 
his wishes and declaration, that his endeavors shall hereafter be 
used that parliaments may be restored to their original purity 
by shortening their duration, and introducin^i^ more fuU and 
equlJ representation ; an act which will renoir hia name more 
honored by posterity, than the memorably successes of the 
glorious war he conducted." ' 

The following are extracts from lord Chatham's answer : 

'^ As to the point among the declarations which I am under- 
stood to have made, of my wishes for the public, permit me to 
say there has been some misapprehension, for with all my 
deference to the sentiments of the city, I am bound to declare. 
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that I cannot recommend triennial parliaments as a remedy 
against that canker of the constitution, venality iir elections ; 
ready to submit my opinion to better judgment, if the wish for 
that measure shall become prevalent in the kingdom. Purity 
of parliament is the comer-stOQ(B in the commonwealth ; and as 
one obvious means towards this necessary end is to strengthen 
and extend the natural relation between the constituents and the 
elected, I have, in this view, publicly expressed my earnest 
wishes for a more fldl and equal representation, by the addition 
of one knight of the shire in a county, as a farther balance to 
the mercenary boroughs. 

I have thrown out this idea with the just diffidence of a 
private man, when he presumes to suggest any thing new on a 
hi^ matter. Animated by your approbation, I shall with better 
hope continue humbly to submit it to the public wisdom, as an 
object most deliberately to be weighed, accurately examined, 
and maturely digested.'' 

Mr. Home alludes to this vote of thanks and answer thereto, 
in his letter to Junius, July 31, 1771, as foUows : 

** It -WBs the same motive which dictated the thanks of the 
city to lord Chatham, which were expressed to be given for his 
declaration in favor of short parliamentSj in order thereby to 
ix lord Chatham, at least, to that one constitutional remedy, 
vrithout which all others can afford no security. The em- 
barrassment no doubt was cruel. He had his choice, either 
to offend the Rockingham party, who declared formally against 
short parliaments, and with the assistance of whose numbers in 
both houses he must expect again to be minister, or to give up 
the confidence of the public, from whom, finally, aD real conse- 
quence must pni^ed. Lord Chatham chose the latter ; and I 
will venture to say, that, by his answer to those thanks, he has 
given up the people without gaining the friendship or cordial 
assistance of the Rockingham faction." 

Then comes the observations of Junius before quoted. On 
which there is a very fiur and satisfactory commentary by Junius, 
in a letter to Wilkes of the 7th of Sept. following, in these 
trords: 
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<^To B. man 90 capable of cbservation and reflecticn^ 
it is unnecessary to say all that might be said upon the subject 
Besides that I approve highly of lord Chatham's idea of ' ifa- 
fufling a portion of health into the constitution to enable *it to 
bear its infirmities/ (% brilliant expression, Bnd full of intrinsic 
wiidom) other reasons concur in persuading me to adopt it I 
have no cibjedion to paying him such compliments as carry a 
condition with them, and either bind him firmly to the cause, or 
become ihebitterest reproach to him if he deserts itJ* ^ At the 
same time that I think it good policy to pay those compliments 
to lord Chatham, which, in truth, he ha6 nobly deserved, I should 
be glad to mortify those contemptible creatures, who call them- 
selves noblemen, whose worthless importance depends entirely 
upon their influence over boroughs, which cannot be safely di 
minished, but by increasing the power of the counties at large." 

In the same letter, speaking of the resolves of the society for 
the support of the BUI of Rights, he sap, " With regard to 
the articles taken separately, I own I am concerned to see 
that the great condition, which ought to be the sine qua rum of 
parliamentary qualification, which ou^t to be the basis, as it 
assuredly will be the only support, of every barrier raised in 
defence of the constitution ; 1 mean a declaration upon oath to 
shorten tile duration of parliamerUSf is redaced to the fourth rank 
in the esteem of the society." 

It seems to have been the vnsh of Mr. Home to fix lord 
Chatham ^ at least to one constitutional remedy" — and it was 
the aim of Junius to ^bind him firmly to the cans€." There 
does not therefore appear to have been much contrariety in 
their views. The little censure, consequently, of lord Chatham 
by Home in comparison with the greater censure of the same 
character by Junius, can be accounted for in consideration of 
the greater fineedom commonly taken by wftters anonymously, 
than under theis proper signatures. 

It appears that Junius, alias Home, had previously by great 
management brouf^t lord Chatham to declare himself in favor 
of triennial pariiaments ; and it was probably thou^t necessary 
to Ibestow a little flattery upon him, as well as reproaches for 
his former conduct, to prevent his relinquishing that ground. 
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Abusuighim under one signature and praising him under theodier. 
For we find that, in a debate before the house of lords, April 
30, 1771, on the subject of the violations of the rights of the 
electors, in the election for Middlesex, lord Chatham said,^ 

** That formerly the inconveniences of shortening the duration 
of pariiaments had had great weight with him, but that now it 
was no longer a question of convenience,*the summa rentm is at 
stake, — ^your whole constitution is giving way; — and therefore, 
with the most dehberate and solemn conviction to his under- 
standing, he now declared himself a convert to triennial parlia- 
menur 

Mr. Home closes the correspondence as follows: 

^ You brou^ta positive chaige against me of corruption. I 
denied the charge, and called for your proofs. You replied 
with abuse, and renBisserted your ehaige. I called again for 
proofs. You reply again with abuse only, and drop your accu- 
sation. In your fortnight's letter, there is not one word upon 
the subject of my corruption. 

*^ I have no more to say, but to return thanks to you for your 
oondeKension^ and to a grateful public, and honest ministry, for 
all the favors they have conferred upon me." 

Thus ends this sham fight; and althou^ there was nothing 
material to answer in the last letter of Junius, he thus writes to 
Woodfall ; ^ If Mr. Home answers this letter handsomely and 
m pointy he shall be my great Apollo.^ 

Fraud is stamped upon tiiis correspondence from beginning 
to end. Even the manner in which Mr. Home subscribes him- 
self in his first letter riiows plainly that it was a hoax. He did 
not usually affect any etiquette in his correspondences, yet, in 
this instance, although apparently attacked in a very abusive 
manner byan anonymous writer, he closes his answer with, 
^ I am, sir, your hdlnble servant'' This unusual and unneces- 
sary appendage to a letter addressed to an anonymous writer, 
was evidently made to give an appearance of seriousness and 
reality to a fiction. Mr. Home however obtained his object 
in showing the propriety of his conduct in respect to Wiikes ; 
and was declared victor over the vanquisher of all others wiio 
dared to enter the lists against him. 
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The editors of the Quarteriy Review, speaking of Bfr. Home, 
say, '' The most finished specimen of his composition is probably 
to be found in the two or three letters written in answer to the 
attacks of Junius ; and he had the honor, wKch, in those days, 
was deemed no inconsiderable one, of being the only knight that 
returned with his lance unbroken from a combat with that un- 
known, but terrible champion. The great fault of Junius is a 
sort of stiffness and appearance of labor. His compositions 
smell too much of the lamp. He wanted nothing to be a 
perfect master of his art, but the power of concealing it Mr, 
Tooke's letters have the flow, unity, and simplicity which belofig 
to writings struck off at a heat, and which depend for their 
eflfect, rather upon the general powers of the writer, than upon 
great nicety and labor in the particular instance. 

'' In justice to Junius, as a writer, we must add, that he was 
laboring under the disadvantage of a weak case. It is evident 
that he was early and deeply sensible of his own mistake ; and 
he was therefore glad to put an end to the contest as soon as 
po^ble, even at the price of leaving his adversary in posses- 
sion of the field ; a humiliation to which he would not have sub- 
mitted, but from the consciousness of his having originally 
selected an unfavorable ground.'' 

The reviewers are in error in supposing that Junius made a 
mistake in this case. The controversy undoubtedly ended as 
he had calculated and intended. — ^If their criticism in regard to 
the style of the letters be correct, it is easily accouilted for : 
the subjects to which Home had to reply were at his fingers' 
ends, he having just travelled over the same ground with Wilkes. 
But on the other side he had to take a new tack, and no doubt 
felt awkward in it, for the chaiges were to be wholly fabricated 
without any plausible pretext for their ^pport. 

In regard to the letters of Junius genera%, great pains were 
taken in their composition to render them palatable to the 
public, and the author no doubt d^^ted in a great measure 
firom his usual style to prevent dete^lk. 

Finally, this dispute between Junius and Home, may be com- 
pared to the quarrels of lawyers intended only to dupe their 
clients into an opinion that they are in earnest, and to be laughed 
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at whenever they meet out of court The only diffisrence in 
the cases is, that Home had the laugh entirely to himsdf. Eb 
entertainment was a xofo, at the performance of which even 
speetators could n9t be admitted. 

After writing the above, I observed in a number of the New 
Monthly Magazine* for March, 1824, in an article on Home 
Tooke, the following remarks, that, ^Junius, after bringing a 
hasty chaige against him, (Tooke) has not a single fact to pro^ 
duce in support of it ; but keeps his ground and fairly beats his 
adversary out of the field by the mere force of style." Ridi- 
ci)lous. It is surprising that it did not occur to the writer of 
this article that it was improbable that Junius, with all his fore- 
sight, would make a serious chaige against any one without 
possessing any facts to support it, and particularly agaiq^ sudi 
a person as John Home Tooke, who was so capable of d^ 
fending himself; and this too for the purpose of vindicating the 
conduct of a demagc^ue whom he despised The want of a 
due understanding of this pretended quarrel lias led writers on 
the subject into the most wild and contradictory speculations. 

This writer, however, is correct in saying, that ^Junius has 
nol a single fact to produce in support of his hasty chaige,** and 
this ought to have convinced him that' the charge was not sen- 
ousbf made — that it was all a hoax. 

By a critical examination of the correspondence of Jumos 
and Home, it will be perceived that there is a strcmg internal 
evidence arising /rom the similarity of diction, independent of 
other circumstances, to prove that one and the same hand coin- 
posed the letters under both signatures. Former critiqiies 
upon these letters have been written under a preposseasion that 
they were the composition of different hands, and therefore the 
attention of the writers of tkem was diverted from observiog 
that similarity of style which probably would have been noticed 
had the examinations been made firee from previous impresBionti. 



va 



* A London puUication. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Prwaie correspondence between Junius and John Wilkes. 

The eorrespondence of Home and Wilkes was brought to 
a close on the lOth July, 1771. On the 9th of the same month, 
Mr. Home engages in a warfare with Junius. In this con- 
troversy, Junius by a specious appearance of earnestness in 
his attacks upon Home, and vindication of Wilkes, induces the 
latter to form a favorable opinion of his disposition towards 
him. — ^The dispute ended on the 16th of August, and on the 
31st of the same, Junius commences a private correspondence 
with Wilkes, who- was now well prepared to receive any im- 
pression which his friend Junius should think proper to impose 
upon him. Although in this correspondence Junius appears to 
have taken little pains to cloak the deception, and notwithstand- 
ing the gross flatteries bestowed upon Wilkes so contrary to the 
uniform habits of Junius, stiD the former was completely gulled ; 
and what is more extraordinary, the readers of Junius to this 
day have labored under the same delusion. Here follows the 
eorrespondence. 



No. 1. To JoHR WnjuBs, Esq. 

London, tlst August, 1771.* 

I presume, sir, you are satisfied that I mean you weO, and 
that it is not necessary to assure you that while you adhere to the 



* On this letter ie written in Mr. Wiike^e own hind, the following memonndom: 

"* .Aiguff, SI, 1771. 
" Receiyed on Wednesday noon by a chainnan, who said he brought it 6x»m a 
gentleman whom he saw in Laaeaster Court, in the Strand. J. W.** 



308 COERE8FONDENC£. 

resolution of depending only upon the public favor, (which, if 
'you have half the understanding 1 attribute to you, you never 
can depart from) you may rely upon my utmost assistance. 
Whatever imaginary views may be ascribed to the author, it 
must always make part of Junius's plan to support Mr. Wilkes 
while he makes common cause with the people.* I would en- 
gage your favorable attention to what I am going to say to you ; 
and I intreat you not to be too hasty in concluding, fixmi the 
apparent tendency of this letter, to any possible interests or 
connexions of my own. It is a very common mistake in judg- 
ment, and a very dangerous one in conduct, first to look for 
nothing in the argument proposed to us, but the motive of the 
man who uses it, and then to measure the truth of his aigument 
by the motive we have assigned to him. With regard to me, 
sir, any refinement in this way would assuredly mislead you ; 
and though I do not disclaim the idea of some personal views 
to future honor and advantage, (you would not believe me if 
I did) yet I can truly affirm, that neither are they Uttle in them- 
selves nor can they by any possible conjecture be collected from 
my writings. 

Mr. Home after doing much mischief, is now, I think, com- 
pletely defeated and disarmed. The author of the late unhappy 
divisions in the city is removed. — Why should we suffer his 
works to live after him ? In this view, I confess, I am vindic- 
tive, and would visit liis sins upon his children. I would punish 
him in his offspring, by repairing the breaches he has made. — 
Convinced that I am speaking to a man who has spirit enough 
to act if his judgment be satisfied, I will not scruple to declare 
at once, that Mr. Sawbridge ought to be lord mayor, and that 
he ought to owe it to your first motion, and to the exertion of all 
your credit in the city. — I affirm, without a doubt, that poUtical 
prudence, the benefit of the cause, your public reputation and 
personal interests, do all equally demand this conduct of you. 
— ^I do not deny that a stroke like this is above the level of 
vulgar policy, or that if you were a much less considerable man 
than you are, it would not suit you. But you will recollect* 



* This was always the uniform language of Mr. Home. 
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mtf that iitd public opinion of you rises every day, and that yoa 
most enlarge your plan as you proceed, since you h&ve every 
day a new acquisition of credit to maintain.-^! offer you the 
sincere opinion of a man, who, perhaps, has more leisure to 
make reflections than you have, and who, though he stands clear 
of all business and intrigue, mixes sufficiently for the purposes 
of intelligence in the conversation of the world. 

Whatever language you in prudetfce assume to the public, 
3^oa cannot but be sensible that the separation of those gentle- 
men who withdrew firom the Bill of Rights, was of considerable 
disservice to you. It required, in my opinion, your utmost 
dexterity and resolution, and not a little of your good fortune, 
to get the better of it But are you now really upon the best 
ground on which Mr. Wilkes might stand in the city ? Will you 
say, that to separate Mr. Sawbridge from a connexion every 
way hostile to you, and to secure him against the insidious arts 
of Mr. Home, and the fury of Mr. Townshend, (if it could be 
d<Hie without embarrassing your leading measures, and much 
more if it promoted them) would not give you a considerable 
personal gratification 1* Will you say, that a public declaration 
of Mr. Sawbridge in your favcnr, and the appearance of your 



* Mr. Sawbridge wu the steadfast and invariable friend of Mr. Home. He 
and alderman Townsend, says Woodfall, '' had been persuaded by Home to unite 
in lupporting Oliver against Wilkes," for sheriff. In a list of the particular friends 
of Mr. Home, given by Stephens, Sawbridge holds a conspicuous place. When 
prapttring for admission to the bar as an attorney, he observes, <' Sawbridge, 
Townsend, and two other friends agreed to present him with joint bonds for four 
hundred a year, which he received most gratefully, but never asked for.** When 
Mr. Home had been condnnned to imprisonment on a diarge of libel against 
the government, ''no sooner (says Stephens) was he settled in comfortable 
apartments, without the walls of the prison, that Mr. Home received visits from 
aU his fiiends, particularly the aldermen Oliver, Townsend, and Sawbridge ; 
together with Sir John Bernard and Mr. Tooke. These, and several others, soon 
•iter instituted a weekly meeting at a neighboring tavern ; a circumstance, which 
gave birth, perhaps, to the Sunday dinners, at Wimbledon, many years after." 

This is the gentleman whom Junius recommends to the support of Mr. Wilkes 
for lord mayor, in order ** to secure him against the inndioua arts of Mr. Home, 
and the Jury of Mr. Townshend." Excellent This gilding of the bait was 
well thought of. It would have been too gross to include Townshend amo^g 
the &Tored ; bat Sawbridge when mayor could take caro of his friends. 
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acting together, (I do not speak at present of a hearty coalitkHi 
or confidence) would not contribute to give yon a more secure, 
a more permanent, and without offence to any man, a more 
honorable hold upon the city than you have at present ? What 
aensatimis do you conceive a union between yoo and Mr. Saw- 
bridge would excite in the breast of Mr, Home ? Would it 
not amount to a decisive refutation of aU the invidious argu- 
ments he has drawn from your being deserted by so many of 
the considerable figures of the party?* The answer to these 
questicHis is too obvious to be mistaken. But you wiH say to 
yourself what you would not confess to Junius. — * Mr. Saw- 
bridge is a man of unquestionable probity, and the concurrence 
of his reputation would undoubtedly be of service to me ; bAt 
he has not pliancy enough to jrield to persuasion, and I, Wilked, 
am determined not to suffer another to reap the harvest of my 
labors: that is, to take the lead of me m die dty.' — Sir, I do 
not mean or expect that you should make such a sacrifice to 
any man. But besides difference in point of conduct between 
leading and going foremost, I answer your thoughts when I say, 
that although Mr. Sawforidge is not to be directed (and even 
this periiaps is not so hterally and completely true as he himself 
imagines) on the other hand he does not mean to direct. His 
disposition, as you well know, is not fitted for that active 
management and intrigue which acquire an operating popularity, 
and direct the people by their passions. I a^ttribute to you both 
the most honorable intentions for the public, but you travel 
different roads, and never can be rivals. — ^It is not that Mr. 
Sawbridge does not wish to be popular ; but, if I am not greatly 
mistaken, his virtues have not ostentation enough for the ordi- 
nary uses of party, and that they lead rather to the esteem of 
individuals than to popular opinion. — ^This I conceive is exactiy 
the man you want — ^you cannot always support a ferment in 
the minds of men. There will necessarily be moments of 
languor and fatigue ; and upon these occasions Mr. Sawbridge's 
reputed firmness and integrity may be a capital resource to you, 



* Here the hnmSaus erft/iee of Mr. Home is foDy exempliiied. 
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•^yoa have too much sagacity not to perceive hove far this 
reasoning might be carried. 

In the very outset, you reap a considerable advantage, either 
from his acceptance or refusal. — What a copious subject of 
ostentati(Mi ! — ^what rich colors to the public I your zeal to re« 
store tranquillity to the city. — The sacrifice of all personal 
recoDections in favor of a man whose general character you 
esteem ; — ^the pubUc good preferred to every private or interest- 
ed consideration, with a long et catera to your own advantage. 
-^Yet I do not mean to persuade you to so simple a part as 
that of contributing to gratiiy Mr. Sawbridge, without a reci- 
procal assurance from him, that upon fair and honorable occa- 
sions be will in return promote your advantage. — ^Your own 
judgment will easily suggest to you such terms of acknowledge 
ment as may be binding upon him in point of gratitude, and 
not offensive to his delicacy. — ^I have not entered into the con- 
8iderati(»i of any objections dravm from the fertile field of 
provocation and resentment. — Common men are influenced by 
common motives ; — but you, sir^ who pretend to lead the people, 
must act upon higher principles. To make our passions sub- 
servient to you, you must command your own. The man, vrbo 
for any personal indulgence whatsoever, can sacrifice a great 
puipose to a little one, is not qualified for the management of 
great affairs. 

Let me suppose then that eveiy material difiiculty on your 
part is removed ; and that, as far as you alone are concerned, 
you would be ready to adopt the plan 1 propose to you. 

If you are a man of hmior you will still have a powerful 
objection to oppose to me. Admitting the apparent advantage 
to your own purposes, and to the cause you are engaged in, you 
wiU tell me ^ that you are no longer at liberty to choose ; — that 
the desertion of those persons who once possessed a warm 
attaichment to you, has reduced you to a atuation in which you 
cannot do that which is absolutely best ; — Utoit Mr. Crosby has 
deserved every thing from you and from the city, and that you 
stand engaged to contribute your whole strength to continue 
him another year in the mayorahy.^ — ^My reply to this very 
just objection is addressed rather to Mr. Crosby than to Mr. 
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Wilkes. He ought at all events to be satisfied ; anfl if I cannot 
bring him over to my opinion, (here is an end of the alignment ; 
for I do agree with you most heartily, that it is as gross a breach 
of policy as of morals, to sacrifice the man who has deserved 
well of us to any temporary benefit whatsoever. Far from 
meaning to separate you from Mr. Crosby, it is essential to the 
measure I recommend, that it should be your joint act. Nay, 
it is he who in ttie first instance should open the communication 
with Mr. Sawbridge,; nor is it possible for you to gain any 
credit by the measure in which he will not of necessity be a 
considerable sharer. But now, for considerations which imme- 
diately affect Mr. Crosby. , 

Your plan, as I am informed, is to engage the livery to return 
bim with Mr. Bridgqn. — In my own opinion the court of alder- 
men will choose Bridgen, consequently the sacrifice I require 
of Mr. Crosby would in effect be nothing. That he will be 
defeated is to my judgment inevitable. It is for him to consider 
whether the idea of a defeat be not always attended with some 
loss of reputation. In that case too he will have forced upon 
the citizens (whom he professes to love and respect) a magis- 
trate, upon whose odious and contemptible character he at 
present founds his only hopes of success. Do you think that 
the city will not once in the course of a twelvemonth be sensi- 
ble of the displeasure you have done them ? — Or that it will 
not be placed in strong terms to your account. I appeal to 
Miss Wilkes, whose judgment I hear highly commendedy-* 
would she think herself much indebted to her favorite admirer* 
if he forced a most disagreeable partner upon her for a long 
winter's night, because he could not dance with her himself? 

You will now say ; — * Sir, we understand the politics of the 
city better than you do, and are well assured that Afr. Crosby will 
be chosen lord mayor :— otherwise we allow that upon your 
plan he might acquire credit without forfeiting any real advan- 
tage.' Upon this ground I expect you, for I confess it is incum- 
bent upon me to meet your aigument, where it lies strongest 
against me. — ^Taking it for granted, then, that Mr. Crosby may 
be lord mayor, I affirm that it is not his interest, because it is 
not his greatest interest. The little profit of the salary cannot 



Jt7NIUS ASV MflLKIfiS. 31B 

pos^bly be in contemplation with him. — ^I do not doubt that he 
Would rather make it an expensive office to himself. His view 
most be directed then to the flattering distinction of succeeding 
to a second mayoralty, and what is still more honorable, to_ the 
being thought worthy of it by his fellow-citizens. — ^Placing' this 
advantage in its strongest li^t, I say that every purpose of dis- 
tinction is as completely answered by his being known to have 
had the empbyment in his power (which may be yrell insisted 
upon in argument, and can never be disproved by the fact) as 
by his accepting it To this I add the signal credit he will 
acquire with every honest man by renouncing, upon motives of 
the clearest and most disinterested public 8pirit,a perscmal honor, 
which you may fairly tell the world was unquestionably within 
bis reach. — ^But these are trifles. — ^I assert that by now accept- 
ing the mayoralty (which he may take hereafter whenever he 
pleases) he precludes himself from soliciting, with any color of 
decency, a real and solid reward from the city. — ^I mean that 
he should be returned for London in the next parliament. — ^I 
think his conduct entitles him to it, and that he cannot fail of 
succeeding if he does not furnish his opponents with too just- a 
pretence for saying that the city have already rewarded him. 
On the contrary, with what force and truth may he tell his fel- 
low-citizens at the next election, *for your sakes I relinquished 
the honor you intended me. The common good required it. 
But I did not mean to renounce my hopes that upon a proper 
occasion you would honor me with a public mark of your appro- 
bation.* 

You see I did not insist upon the good efiects of Mr. Saw- 
bridge's gratitude, yet I am sure it may be depended upon. I 
do not say that he is a man to go all lengths with Mr. Wilkes ; 
but you may be assured that it is not danger that will deter 
him, and that wherever you have the voice of the people with 
you, he will, upon principle, support their choice at the hazard 
of his life and fortune. 

Now, sir, supposing all objections are removed, and that 
you and Mr. Crosby are agreed, the question is iii what manner 
is the business to be opened to Mr. Sawbridge. Upon this 
point too I shall offer you my opinion, because the plan of this 

40 
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letter would not otherwise be complete — ^At the same time I do 
very unafiectedly submit myself to your judgment 

I would have my lord mayor begin by desiring a private 
interview between him, Mn Crosby and yourself. Very little 
preface will be necessary. You have a man to deal with who 
is too honorable to take an unfair advantage of you. With such 
a man you gain every thing by frankness and candor, and 
hazard nothing by the confidence you repose in hinu— Not- 
vrithstanding any passages in this letter, I would show him the 
whole of it $ in a g^at business there is nothing so fatal as 
cunning management :-^-«md I would tell him it contained the 
plan upon which Mr. Crosby and you were desirous to act, 
provided he wodd engage to concur in it hanafide^ so far forth 
as he was concerned. There is one condition I own which 
appears to me a sine qua van ; and yet I do not see how it can 
be proposed in terms unless his own good sense suggests the 
necessity of it to him. — ^I mean the toted and absdute renuncia" 
tian of Mr, Home. It is very likely indeed that this gentleman 
may do the business for himself, either by laying aside the 
mask at once, or by abusing Mr. Sawbridge for accepting the 
mayoralty upon any terms whatsoever of accommodation with 
Mr. Wilkes.* 

This letter, sir, is not intended for a correct or polished com- 
position ; but it contains the very best of Junius's understanding. 
Do not treat me so unworthily, or rather do not degrade your- 
self so much, as to suspectnw ofwxy interested view U>Mr. Saw- 
bridge's particular advantage. By all that's honorable I mean 
nothing but the cause ; and I may defy your keenest penetration 
to assign a satisfactory reason why Junius, whoever he may be^ 
should have a personal interest in giving the mayoralty to Mr. 
Sawbridge, rather than to Mr. Crosby. 

I am heartily weary of writing, and shall reserve another 
subject, on which I mean to address you, for another opportu- 



* What nuuioeaviing to bring Wilkes to a proper bearing on the subject, that 
he might take a fiill view of the whole ground. What nuuikhad Mr. Home to 
lay aside, except that of appearing in false colors under the signature of Junius ? 
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iiky.«— -I think that this letter, if you act upon it, should be a 
secret to everybody but Mr. Sawbridge and my lord mayor. 

JUNIUS.* 

LsTTBR 11. To John Wilkes, Esq. 

London, 7th September, 1771.* 

As this letter, sir, has no relation to the subject of my last, the 
motives upon which you may have rejected one of my opinions, 
ought not to influence your judgment of another. I am not very 
sanguine in my expectations of persuading, nor do I think myself 
entitledf to quarrel with any man, fbr not following my advice ; 
yet this, I believe, is a species of injustice you have often expe- 
rienced from your friends. From you, sir, I expect in return, 
that you will not remember how unsuccessfully I have recom- 
mended one measure to your consideration, lest you should think 
yourself bound to assert your consistency, and, in the true spirit 
of persecution, to pass the same sentence indifferently upon all 
my opinions. Foi^ve this levity, and now to the business. 

A man, who honestly engages in a public cause, must prepare 
himself for events which will at once demand his utmost 
patience, and rouse his warmest indignation. I feel myself, at 
this moment in the very situation I describe ; yet from the 
common enemy I expect nothing but hostilities against the 
people. It is the conduct of our friends that surprises and 



* The plaA recommended by Junius in the above letter was not acted upon by 
Mr. Wilkes, for the reasons assigned by him in his letter of Sept 12, 1771, (No. 3.) 
The consequence was, that Mr. Alderman Nash, the ministerial candidate, was 
elected lord mayor, to the infinite mortification of Junius, who, in Private Letter, 
No. 56, makes the following observation upon him and his election. "What an 
abandoned, prostituted idiot is your lord mayor ! The shameful mismanagement, 
which brought him into office, gave me the first, and an unconquerable disgust" 
The subjoined is a list of the candidates for that office, with, the numbers affixed 
to their respective names as they stood at the close of the pell : — 
For Mr. Alderman Nash - - 2199 

Mr. Alderman Sawbridge - 1879 

The lord mayor - - - 1795 

Mr. Aldarman Halifax - - 846 

Mr. Alderman Townshend - 151 

Sir Henry Bankes - - 36 

t Maiked by Mr. Wilkes, «* Received Saturday, Sept. 7, 1771/' 
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afflicts me. I cannot but resent the injury done lolhe common 
cause b^ the assembly at the London Tavem, nor can I conceal 
from you my own particular disappoinlmenL They had it in 
their power to perform s real, eSectual service to the nation ; 
and we expected from them a proof, not only of their zeal, but 
of their judgment. — Whereas the measure they have adopted 
is so shamefully injudicious, with regard to its declared object, 
that, in my opinion, it wjll, and reasonably ought, to make their 
zeal very questionable with the people they mean to serve. 
When I see a measure excellent in itself, and not absolutely 
unattiunable, either not mad* the prmcipal object, or extrava- 
gantly loaded with conditions palpably absurd or impracticable, 
I cannot eanly satisfy myself, that the man who proposes it, is 
quite so sincere as he pretends to be. Tou at least, Mr. Wilkes, 
should have shown more temper and prudence, and a better 
knowledge of mankind. No personal respects whatsoever 
should have persuaded you to coqpur in these ridiculous resolu- 
tions. But my own zeal, I perceive, betrays me ; I will endeavor 
to keep a better guard upon my temper, and apply to your 
judgment in the most cautious and measured language. 

I object, in the first place, to the bulk, and much more to the 
style of your resolutions of the 23d of July ;* though some part 



■ Acoi^of whieliiiHibjoiDed, toMuUeUwratder tbe better to undcnt4iid 
Juiuus'i objections to Ihom. They are m follow ; — 

London Tavem, July S3, 1771. 
SUPPORTERS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS. 

BATAQI BIRKBLL, BBQ- IK TBI CHAIK. 

Ra»b>ti, That the preimble, with the mrticlea reported tbii day from the com- 
inittee, be printed and published from this sodetj. 

Whoever Bariouely connden the cooduct of adminiatralion, boQi at home and 
abroad, can hardly entertuo « doubt, that a plan i« fbnned to sobrert the coo- 



In the same maiuMT, whoever attentirely exanunea into the proceedingaof the 
of coDBDons, mart apprehend, tlut mch another house for eeven 
lermination of the present parliainent, would eflbctually accwn- 
>f the court, and leave no hope of redresa but in an appeal to Qod. 
at election, taken on ita trae groond; the emi^oyment of tha 
in St OeoTB^B fields ; the gtanting half a nnUion, without 
lO expendilare of the civil list money, and upon the dangerona 
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ofthepreandhtei^aspointediwlooiddwuh. You talk of ywp- 
9ehres with too much authority and importance. By i^aanram^ 
this false pomp and air of conseqaence, you either gi^e general 
duigaat, or what is infinitely more dangerous, you expose your* 



piindple of oonadering the debts of the cml list as the debts of the natkm ; and 
encroaching, to discharge them, upon the sinking fund, the great support of 
public credit; theatteDiptsmadeonjnries» the last sacred bulwaik of liberty and 
law ; the arbitraiy and Tenal hand with which goTemment is oondootod in 
Ireland ; the new and most unconstitutional mode of raisil^; a rerenue on the 
people of Americay without asking the consent of their r epr es en tatives; the in- 
troduction of an unirersal ezdse in America, instead of the laws of customs ; the 
advancing the militaiy above the dvil power* and employing troops to awe the 
l^gislatuie:— All these are measures of so maiked, so mischievous a nature* that 
it is impossible they should be unfelt or misunderstood : yet these are measures 
which the house of commons have acquiesced in, countenanced, or executed* 

If the present house of commons then have given such vital wounds to the con- 
stitution, who is it can doubt, who is it can hope, that the conduct of such another 
house, will not be mortal to our liberties? 

The trustees of the people ehould be pure of all interested communication with 
the court or its ministers ; yet the corrupt correspondence between thomembem 
of the house and the court is as notorious now as it is abhorrent from every great 
and good purpose of their institution. Placemen, pensioners, oontradors and 
receivers of lottery tidcets, abound to such a degree in the house of commons, that 
it is impossible a house so constituted can do their duty to the people. 

It must be plain to the most common apprehension, that men deputed by the 
people, to watch over and guard their rights against the crown and its ministers^ 
and for that purpose, vested with the transcendent powers of refusing aid to the 
one, and impeaching the other, can never duly exercise those powersy or fulfil the 
intention of their electioni if they are kept in pay of that crown and those minii^ 
ten, IVhat is the plain and inevitable consequence then of entrusting such men 
with the guardianship of our rights, but that our rights must be betrayed and 
viekted ? Tlius we have seen a house of commons infringing, as the court had 
pire-ordained, the sacred birthii|^t of the people in the freedom of election j ensing 
m judicial record ; committing to the tower, and threatening with impeachment, 
the friends of the people, and the defenders of the law ; while the ftvoiites of tho 
court are suffered to sport with the laws, and trample on the constitution, not 
only with impunity, but with approbation ; curbing the people ligoroualy, and 
without feeling ; while they uphold ministers, who are abhonred by the nation, 
in the most dangerous and alarming exertions of power ; granting money with 
the most liberal, the most licentious hand to those ministers against whom the 
voice of the people calls loudly for impeachment. We have a suspecting people, 
and a confiding representative ; a complaining people^ and an exulting repr^ 
sentative; a remonstrating people, and an addressing adulating representative! — 
a representative, that is an engine of oppression in the hand of the crown, instead 
of being a grand controlling inquest in fiivor of the people. Suchs representative 
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selyes to be laughed at The Englidi are a fastidiras pee^le, and 
vriH not submit to be talked to in so high a tone, by a set of 
private gentlemen, of whom they know nothing, bat that they 
caU tbemselves SujyKniers of the Bill of •Bights. There are 



US a monster in the constitution, which most fill every considerate man with 
grie( alann, astonishment, and indignation. 

It is coiTuption that has engendered, nursed, and nourished this monster. 
Against such cokruption, then, all men, who valuo the preservation' of (heir dear- 
est rights, are called upon to unite. Let us remember, that we ourselves, our 
children, and our posterity, must be freemen or slaves ; as we preserve or pros- 
titute the noble birthright our ancestors bequeathed us : for should thb coxiup'- 
tion be once firmly rooted, we shall bean undone people. 

Aheady b it fixed among the representatives, and we taste, a thousand ways, 
the bitter fruit which it produces ; should it extend equally to the electors, we must 
fall, as Greece and Rome have &Uen, by the same means, from the same libertj 
and gloiy, to slavery, contempt, and wretchedness. 

Inqiressed with these ideas, the gentlemen who compose the society of tha 
Bill of Rights, have determined to use their utmost endeavors to exterminate thiv 
corruption, by providing for the freedom of election, the equal representation of 
ihe people, the integrity of the representative, and the redress of grievancea It 
is their great wish to render the house of commons what it constitutionally ought 
to be^ the temple of liberty. With these views they have dravm up the following 
articles, idiich they now submit to the electors of Great Britain. At the same 
tone they, with great deference, take the liberty of recommending to the inde- 
pendent electors to form those articles into a solemn declaration, which the can- 
didates, whom they support, shall be required as the indispensable condition of 
their being supported to sign and seal, publicly, at the general meeting, or at the 
place of election, binding themselves, by oath, to a due and sacred observance of 
what is therein contained. 

The declaration so executed, may be deposited in the hands of the coroner, 
deik of the peace, or magistrate b^ore whom the oath was made, as a publie 
memorial of what the constitaent has demanded, and the representative has 
pledged himself to perform. 

1. ¥ou shall consent to no suppUes, without a previous redress of grievances. 

S. You shall promote a law, subjecting each candidate to an oath, against having 
used bribery, or any other illegal means of compassing his election. 

3. Tou shall promote, to the utmost of your power, a full and equal represen- 
tation of the people in parliament 

4. You shall endeavor to restore annual parliaments. 

5. You shall promote a pension and place-bill, enacting. That any member 
who receives a place, pension, contract, lottery ticket, or any other emolument 
whatsoever fixnn the crown, or enjoys profit from any such place, pension, &c. 
shall not only vacate his seat^ but be absolutely ineligible during his continuance 
under such undue influence. 

6. You shall hnpeach the ministers who advised the violating the light of the 
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qaestHms, which, in good policy, you should never provide the 
people in genera] toask themseWea. At the same time, sir, I ttra 
fer from meaning to imdervahie the institution of this society. 
On the contrary, I Hank the plan was admbahle ; that it has 
already been of signal service to the public, and may be of much 
greater ; and I do most earnestly wish, that you would consider 
of, and promote a plan for forming constitutional chibg all 
through the kingdcHn. A measure of this kind would alarm 
government more, and be of more essential service to the cause, 
than any thing that can be done relative to new-modelling the 
bouse of commons. You see then, that my objections are 
directed to the particular measure, not to the general institution. 

In the coDuderation of this measure, my first objection goes * 
to the declared purpose of the resolutions, in the terms and 
mode in which you have described it, viz. the extermination of 
corruption. In mg opinion, you grasp at the impossible, and 
Idk tAe really attainable. Without plaguing you or myself ^th 
a logical argument upon a speculative question, I willingly 
appeal to your own candor and judgment Can any man in 
lus senses affirm, that, as things are now circumstanced in this 
country, it is possible to exterminate corruption? Do yon 
seriously think it possible to carry throu^ both houses such a 
place-bill as you describe in the fifth article ; or, supponng it 
carriedfthatitwouldnotbeevadedT When you talk of contracts 



freeboiden in the Middlesei election ; and the mititan; muiden in SL Qeorge's 
Kel^ 

7, YoD shall make atricl inqiuty into the conduct of jndget tooching juries. 

8. Tou thallnute itnctinquiiyintotheapplicatioocfthepablicnianej. 

9 Tou di*U nie yoor utmost endeavora to have the resolution of the houw of 
commofu expunged, b; which the magiitratea of the dty oTLondoD were aibttn- 
lilj impiiiDned, for attictly adheiing to tbeii chirter and their oaths ; and also 
that tSBolutionbjwhi)^ a juittcial record wu erased to stop the course of justice. 

10: Tod shall attend to the grievanctia of our feltow-subjecta in Ireland, and 
wcond the comfdainta they may bring to the throne. 

II. Tou shall sndtavor to restore to America the esseatial t 
bj lep w o ntativee of their own free election ; repealing the 
notation of that ri^t, nnce the jrear 1763 ; and the univenal 
tiondy incompatiUe with erery principle of Britirii liberty, whid 
anbstitnled, in the colonies, fbi the laws of customs. 

SAVAGE BARRELL, I 
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and lottery tickets, do you think that any human law caoreaUy 
prevent their being distributed and accepted, or do you only 
intend to mortify Tausmhend and Harky 1 In shcMrt, sir, would 
you, honafide^ and as a man of honor, ^ve it for your expecta^ 
tion and opinian, that there is a single counQr or borough in the 
kingdom, that will form the declaration recommended to them 
in these resolutions, and enforce it upon the candidates? For 
myself, Iwill teUyou freely,not what ItkmkfhatwhBtlkncw; 
the resolutions are either totally neglected in the countiy,* or, 
if read, are laughed at, and by people who mean as weU to the 
cause as any of us. 

With re^utl to the articles taken separately, I own I am 
concerned to see that the great condition, which ou^t to be 
the sine qua twn of paifiamentary qualification, which ought to 
be the basis, as it assuredly will be the only support, of ereiy 
barrier raised in defence of the constitution ; I mean a dedor 
fion upon oath to shorten the duration ofparliaments^iB reduced 
to the fourth rank in the esteem of the Society, and even in 
that place, far from being insisted on with firmness and vehe- 
nuence, seems to have been particularly sligfated in the expres- 
sion, yt^xAofieiuIeauor to r^«toreamttfa//»ar/tia^^ Are these 
the terms which men who are in earnest make use of, when the 
solus reiputiices is at stake 1 1 expected other language from Mr. 
Wilkes* Besides my objection in point of form, I disapprove 
highly of Mie meaning of the fourth article, as it stands : — ^When- 
ever the question shall be seriously agitated, I will endeavor 
(and if I live will assuredly attempt it) to convince the En^ish 
nation, by arguments, to my understanding unanswerable, that 
they ought to insist upon a triennial, and banish the idea of an 
annual parliament. 

Article 1. The terms of the first article would have been 
very proper a century or two ago, but they are not adapted to 
the present state of the constitution. ' The king does not act 
dtrecdy either in imposing or redressing grievances. We need 
not now bribe the crown to do us justice ; and, as to the refusal 
of supplies, vve might punish ourselves indeed, but it would be 



* Mr, Home resided in the countrv. 
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no way compukoiy upon the king. With respect to his^ ciyil 
list, he 18 abeady independent, or might be so, if he has common 
sense, or common reifolotion : and as for refusing torvote the 
army or navy, I hope we shall never be mad enough to try an 
experiment every way so hazardous. But, in fact, the effort 
would be infinitely too great for the occasion. All we want is 
an honest representative, or at least such a one as will have 
some respect for the constituent body. Formerly the house of 
ccHnmons were compelled to bargain with the sovereign. At 
present they may prescribe their own conditions. So much, 
in general, for grievances : as to particular grievances, almost all 
those vre complain of are, apparently, the acts either of the 
loids or the commom. TMe appointment of unworthy ministers, 
is not strictly a grievance, (that is, a legal subject of complaint 
to the king) until those ministers are arraigned and convicted in 
due course of law. If, after that, the king should persist in 
keeping them in office, it would be a grievance in the strict^ 
legal sense of the word, and would undoubtedly justify rebel- 
lion according to the forms, as weU as the spirit of the constitu- 
tion. I am far from condemning the late addresses to the throne. 
They on^t to be incessantly repeated. The people, by the 
singular situation of their afiairs, are compelled to do the duty 
of die house of commons. 

Article 2. I object to the second article, because I think that 
mi]Mplying oaths is only multiplying perjury. Besides this, I 
am satisfied that, with a triennial parliament (and without it aU 
other provisimis are nugatory) Mr. Grenville's bill is, or may be 
made, a sufficient guard against any gross, or flagrant offences 
in this vray. 

Artide 3. The terms of the third article are too loose and 
indefinite to make a distinct or serious impression. That the 
people are not equally and fiiDy represented is unquestionable. 
But let us take care what we attempt We may demolidi the 
venerable fabric we intend to repair; and where is the strength 
and virtue to erect a better in its stead? I should not for my 
own part, be so much moved at the corrupt and odious prac- 
ticeSfby which inconsideraUe men get into pariiament ; nor even 

41 
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at the want of a perfect representation, (and certainty nothing 
can be less reconcileable to the theory, than the present practice 
of the cqpstitution) if means could be found to compel such men 
to do their duty (in ei^sentialsat least) when they are in parlia- 
ment. Now, sir, I am convinced that, if shortening the dunu 
tion of parliaments (which in effect is keeping the representative 
under the rod of the constituent) be not made the basis of our 
new parliamentary jurisprudence, other checks or improvements 
signify nothing. On the contrary, if this be made the founda- 
tion, other measures may come in aid, and, as auxiliaries, h^ of 
considerable advantage. Lord Chatham's project, for instance, 
of increasing the number of knights of shires, appears to me 
admirable, and the moment we have^ obtained a triennial parlia- 
ment, it ought to be tried. As to cutting away the rotten 
boroughs, I am as much offended as any man at seeing so many 
of them under the direct influence of the crown, or a( the 
disposal of private persons, yet I own I have both doubts and 
apprehensions, in regard to die remedy you propose. I shall 
be charged, perhaps, with an unusual want of political intrepi- 
dity, when I honestly confess to you, that I am startled at the 
idea of so extensive an amputation. In the jBrst place, I ques- 
tion the power dejure of the legislature to disfiranphise a number 
of boroughs upon the general ground of improving the consti- 
tution. There cannot be a doctrine more fatal to the liberty 
and property we are contending for, than that which confounds 
the idea of a supreme and an arbitrary legislature. I need not 
point out to you, the fatal purposes to which it has been, and 
may be supplied. If we are sincere in the political creed we 
profess, there are many things which we ought to affirm, cannot 
be done by king, lords, and commons. Among these I reckon 
the disfranchising a borough with a general view to improve- 
ment. I consider it as equivalent to robbing the parties con- 
cerned, of their freehold, of their birthright. I say, that although 
this birthright may be forfeited, or the exercise of it suspended 
in particular caqes, it cannot be taken away by a general law, 
for any real or pretended purpose of improving the constitution. 
I believe there is no power in this country to make such a law. 
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SuppOBOigtlie attempt made, I am persuaded you camiotmean 
that either king or lords should take an active part in it. A 
billy which only touches the representation of the people, must 
originate in the house of commons, in the formation and mode 
of passing it. The exdusiye right of the conmions must be 
asserted as scrupulously as in the case of a Money Bill. Now, 
sir, I should be glad to know by what kind of reasoning it can 
be proved, that there is a power vested in the representative to 
destroy his inunediate constituent: from whence could he 
possibly derive it? A courtier, I know, will be ready enough 
to maintain the affirmative. The doctrine suits him exactly, 
because it gives an unlimited operation to the influence of the 
crown. But we, Mr. Wilkes, must hold a different language. 
It is no answer to me to say, that the bill, when it passes the 
house of commons, is the act of the majority, and not of the 
representatives of the particular boroughs concerned. If the 
majority can disfranchise ten boroughs, why not twenty ? Why 
not the whole kingdom ? Why should not they make their own 
seats in parliament for life ? When the Septennial Act passed, 
the legislature did what apparently and palpably they had no 
power to do ; but they did more than people in general were 
aware of; they disfranchised the whole kingdom for four years. 
For argument's sake, I will now suppose, that the expediency of 
the measure, and the power of parliament, were unquestionable. 
Still you wiU find an insurmountable difficulty in the execution. 
When all your instruments of amputation are prepared — ^when 
the unhappy patient lies bound at your feet, without the possi- 
bility of resistance, by what infallible rule will you direct the 
operation ? When you propose to cut away the rotten parts, 
can you tell us what parts are perfectly sound ? Are diere any 
certain limits, in fact or dieory, to inform you at what point you 
must stop-^r«t what point the mortification ends ? To a man 
so capable of observation and reflection as you are, it is unne- 
cessary to say all that might be said upon the subject. Besides 
that I Improve highly of lord Chatham's idea of ^'infusing a 
portion of new health into the constitution to enable it to bear 
its infirmities," (a brilliant expression, and full of intrinsic 
wisdom,) other reasons concur in persuading me to adopt it. I 
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have no otjeclion* to paying him snth oo$njpiimeni» ai cany a 
eonditiim with them, and either hind him jErmfy to the cause, or 
become tfie Mttereaf reproach to him if he dB9eiii8 it Of dui 
last I have not the moat distant suspicioii. There is another 
man, indeed, with whose conduct I am not so completely satis- 
tied. Yet even he^ I think, has not resolution enoqgh to do any 
thing flagrantly impudent in the face of his country. At the 
same time that I think it good polity to pay those compliments 
to lord Chatham, which in tnith, he has nobly deserved, I shcnkl 
be glad to mortify those contemptible creatures, who call tbem* 
selves noblemen, vdiose worthless importance depends ^atirely 
upon their influence over borou^is, which cannot be aaMy 
diminished, but by increasing the power of the counties at hirgd. 
Among these men, I cannot but distinguish the meanest of the 
human q)ecies, the whole race of the Conwojfs. I have but 
one word to add, — ^I would not give representatives to thoae 
great trading towns, which have none at [nresent If the 
merchant and the manufecturer must be reaOff represented, let 
them become freeholders by their industry, and let the repre- 
sentation of the county be increased. You will find the inter* 
niptioD of bosiiiesB in those townB. by the tiiemiial riot and 
cabals of an election, too dear a price for the nugatory 
of sending members to pariiament 

The remaining articles will not require alongdiscuscaon ;- 
the fourth and fifth I have spoken already. 

Artich 6. Hie measures recommended in the sixth are 
unexceptionable. My only doubt is, how can an act apparently 
d<me by the house of commons be fixed, by suffident legal 
evidence, upon the duke of Grafton or lord North, <^ whose 



* In the authoi^B edition of the letters, there 10 subjoined an extract from this 
letter to Vl^lkes, ending with, '^I have no objection, Ac" What immediately 
foOowed was not calculated ibr the public eye, at that time ; because it would 
have exposed the double game played off by Junius in his letter to Home 
respecting lord Chatham ; and since its publication, it seems to have been passed 
by without notice, although it completely uuTeils the hypocrisy practised ni thia 
case. The passage in tlwt edition which foll9ws the words quoted above^ was 
not contained in the letter to Wilkes. 



I am ueverthelew completely salisfied. As for lord 
Weymoatbaiid brd BairingtoB, their own letters tre a siiAcient 
ground of impeachment. 

Article 7. The aeventh article 10 alio very (nroper and neces* 
saiy. The impeachment oflordMaiiBfield, upon his own paper 18 
indispensable. Yel siAr me to gaard you against the seducing 
idea of concurring in any vote, or encouraging any bill, which 
may pi«tend to ascertain^ while in reality it limits the coosti- 
tul^onal power of juries. I would have their right* to return a 
general verdict in all cases whatsoever, considered as a part of 
the constitution, fundamental, sacred, and no more questionable 
by the legislature, than whether the government of the conntiy 
shall be by king, lords, and commons. Upon this p<Mnt, an 
Enacting Bill would be pemicioas; a Declaratory Bill, to say 
the beet <^ it, useless. 

Amde 8. I think the eighth article would be more properly 
eJ(pressed thus : You shaU grant no.monej^^ unless far sendees 
known (0^ and ofprcned cf, bypsuUnmenL In genmral the sup- 
plies are appropriated, and cannot easily be misapplied. The 
house of commons are mdeed too jfeady in granting laige anns 
under the head of exiraordinaries tncurredf and noipromdedfor. 
But the accounts lie before them ; — it is their own fiudt if they 
do not examine them. The maimer in which the late debt 
upon the dvil list was pretended to be incurred, and really paid, 
demands a particular examination. Never was there a more 
impudent outrage olSered to a patient people. 

Arikle 9. The nmth is indiqpensaUe ; buti thiid^ the matter 
of it rather fit for instruction than for the declaration you have 
in view. I am very apprehensive €i clogging the declaration, 
and making it too long. 

ArUdes 10 and 11. In the tenth and eleventh you are very 
civil to Ireland and America ; and if you mean nothing but 
ostentation, it may posnbly answer your purpose. Your care 
of Ireland is much to be commended. But, I think, in good 
policy, you may as well complete a refonnation at home, before 
you attempt to carry your improvements to such a distance. 
Clearing the fountain is the best and shortest way to purify the 
stream. As to taxing the Americans by their own represents- 



tives^I confera I do not perfecdy understand you. If you piO' 
pose that, in the article of taxation, they should hereafter be left 
to the authority of their respective assemUieSy I must own I 
think you had no business to revive a question which should, 
and probably would, have lain dormant for ever. If you mean 
that the Americans should be authorised to send their repre- 
s^itatives to the British parliament, I shall be contented with 
referring you to what Mr. Burke has said upon this subject, and 
will not venture to add any thing of my own, for fear of dis* 
covering an offensive disregard of your opinion. Since the 
repeal of the Stamp Act, I know of no acts tending to tax 
the Americans, except that which creates the tea duty ; and 
even that can hardly be called internal. Yet it ought to be 
repealed, as an impolitic act, not as an oppressive one. It 
preserves the contention between the mother country and the 
colonies, when every thing worth contending for is in reality 
given up. When this act is repealed, I presume you will turn 
your thoughts to the postage of letters ; a tax imposed by 
authority of parliament, and levied in the very heart of the 
colonies. I am not sufficiently informed upon the subject of that 
excise, which you say is substituted in North America to the 
laws of custcHns, to deliver such an opinion upon it as I would 
abide by. Yet I can easUy comprehejnd, that admitting the 
necessity of raising a revenue for the support of government 
there, any other revenue laws, but those of excise, would be 
nugatory in such a country as America. I say this with great 
diffidence as to die point in question, and with a positive protest 
against any conclusion from America to Great Britain. 

If these observations shall appear to deserve the attention 
of die Society, it is for them to consider what use may be 
made of them. I know how difficult and irksome it is to tread 
back the steps we have taken ; yet, if any part of what I have 
submitted to you carries reason and conviction with it, I hope 
that no false shame wiU influence our friends at the London 
Tavern. 

I do not deny that I expect my opinions upon these points 
should have some degree of weight with you. I have served 
Mr. Wilkes, and am still capable of serving him. I have 



faithfully served the public, without the possibility of a personal 
advantage. As Junius, I can never expect to be rewarded. — 
The secret is too important to be committed to any great man's 
discretion. If views of interest or ambition ^ould tempt me 
to betray my own secret, how could 1 flatter myself that the 
man 1 trusted would not act upon the same principles, and 
sacrifice me at once to the king's curiosity and resentment? 
Speaking therefore as a .disinterested man, I have a claim to 
your attention. Let my opinions be fairly examined. 

JUNIUS. 

P. S« As you will probably never hear from me again, I will 
not omit this opportunity of observing to you, that 1 am not 
properly supported in the newspapers.* One would think that 
all the fools were of the other side of the question. As to 
myself it ia of little moment. I can brush away the swarming 
insects whenever I think proper. But it is bad policy to let it 
appear, in any instance, that we have not numbers as well as 
justice of our side. I vrish you would contrive that the receipt 
of this letter and my last, might be barely acknowledged by a 
hint ih the Public Advertiser. 

• 

Letter III. 

Prince's Court, Monday ^ Sep. 9, 1771. 

Mr. Wilkes had the honor of receiving from the same 
gentleman two excellent letters on important subjects, one 
dated Aug. 21st, the other Sep. 7th. He begs the favor of the 
author to prescribe the mode of Mr. Wilkes's communicating 
his answer. 

Lbttbr IV. 

, 10 Sept. 1771. 

You may intrust Woodfall with a letter for me. Leave the 
rest to his management. 

I expect that you will not enter mto any explanation, with 
him whatsoever.! 



* What had becomeof his old fellow-laborer, John Home ? He did not use to 
be idle. 
i Mr. Wilkes has written on it, ** Reeeived by the penny post.'^ 
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Letter V, To Junius. 

Sep. IS, 1771. 

8iry — ^I do not mean to indulge the impertinent curiosity of 
finding out the most important secret of our times, the author 
of Junius. I will not attempt with profane hands to tear the 
sacred veil of the sanctuary ; I am disposed with the inhabitants 
of Attica, to erect an altar to the unknoum god of our political 
idolatry, and will be content to worfihip him in clouds and dark- 
ness. 

This very circumstance, however, deeply embarrasses me. 
The first letter with which I was honored by Junius, called for 
a thousand anecdotes of Crosby, Sawbridge, and Townsbend, 
too tedious, too minute, to throw iqxm paper, which yet must 
be acted iqpon« and as he well knows, mark the character of 
men. Junius has in my idea too favorable sentiments of Saw* 
bridge. I allow him honest, but think he has more mulishness 
than understanding, more understanding than candour. He is 
become the absolute dupe of Malagrida's gang. He has de- 
clared, that if he was chosen mayor this year, he would noC 
serve the office, but fine, because Tovmshend ought to be mayor. 
Such a declaration is certain, and in my opinion it borders on 
insanity. To roe Sawbridge complained the last year that hia 
sheriffalty passed in a continual secret cabal of Beckfoitl^ 
Townshend and Home, without the communication of any 
thing to him till the moment of execution. Sawbridge has 
openly acted against us. Our troops will not be brought at 
present to fight his battles. Mrs. Macauley has warmly espoused 
the common cause, and severely condemns her brother. Any 
overtures to Sawbridge, I believe, would have been rejected, 
periiaps treated with contempt, by not the best bred man in the 
island. How could I begin a negotiation when I vras already 
pledged to Crosby, who has fed himself with the hope of that 
and die membership, by which I overcame his natural timidity ? 
Junius sees the confidence I place in him. Could there be a 
prospect of any cordiality between Sawbridge and the popular 
party, at least so soon as his mayoralty? I should fear the 
Mansion House vTouId be besieged, and taken by the banditti 
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of the Shelbumes. But what I am sure will be decisive to 
Juniufly I was engaged to Crosby before I received the letter of 
Aug. 21, and I have not since found in him the least inclination 
to yield the favorite point. The membership of die city is a 
security to the public for his steadiness in the cause. Surely 
then it would have been imprudent to have wished a change. 
My diity to the people only makes me form a wish for Crosby. 
To make Crosby mayor, it is necessary to return to the court 
of aldermen another man so obnoxious that it is impossible for 
tbem to elect him. Bridgen I take to be this man. While he 
IMpesided in the city he treated them with insolence, was exceed- 
ingly rude and scurrilous to them personally, starved them at 
the few entertainments he gave, and pocketed the city cash. 
As he has always voted on the popular side, we are justified 
to the Uvery in the recommendation of him, and the rest will 
be guessed. Crosby will probably be the locum tenens of 
Bridgen, if Bridgen is elected. I wrote the letter on this 
subject in the Public Advertiser of Sep. 5. The ailment there 
is specious, although my private opinion is, the house of com- 
mons will not again fell into that snare. Into another I am 
satisfied they will. The house of lords too will, I think, furnish 
a most interesting scene, in consequence of the powers they 
usurp, and the sheriff means the attack. I wish this great business, 
as I have projected it, could be unravelled in a letter or two to 
Junius, but the detail is too long and intricate. How greatly is 
it to be lamented that the few real friends of the pubUc have so 
Kttle communication of counsels, so few and only distant means 
of a reserved intercourse ! 

I have no where met with more excellent and abundant 
political matter than in the letter of Junius respecting the Bill 
of Rights. He ou^t to know from me, that the American 
Dr. Lee (the Gazetteer^s Junius Amcricanus) was the author 
of the too long preamble, articles, dec. They were, indeed, 
submitted to me on the mommg of the day on which they 
passed, but I made few corrections. I dislike the extreme 
verbiage of every part, and wished the whole put again on the 
anvil. Sir Joseph Mawbey and I were of opinion to adjourn 
the business for a reconsideration^ but the majority of the 

42 
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members were too impatient to have something go'forth m their 
names to the public. It would have been highly imjMudent in 
sir Joseph or me to thwart them in so favorite a pcMnt, and the 
substance I indeed greatly approve. At all times I hate taking 
in other people's foul linen to wash. The Society of the Bill 
of Rights have been called my committee^ and it has been said 
that they were governed entirely by me. This has spread a 
jealousy even among my friends. I was therefore necessitated 
to act the most cautious and prudent part. You cannot always 
do all the good you wish, and you are sometimes reduced to the 
necessity of yielding in a particular moment to conciliate the 
doubtful, die peevish, or the refractory. Junius ihay be assur- 
ed that I virill warmly recommend the formation of constitu- 
tional clubs in several parts of the kingdom. I am satisfied 
diat nothing would more alarm the ministry. I agree that the 
shortening the duration of parliaments is the first and most 
important of a!l considerations, without which all the rest would 
be nugatory; but I am unhappy to differ with Junius in so 
essential a point as that of triennial parliaments. They are in- 
adequate to the cure of destroying dependence in the members 
on the crown. They only lessen not root out corruption, and 
only reduce the purchase money for an annuity of three instead 
of seven years. I have a thousand arguments against triennial 
and in favor of annual parliaments. The question was fairly 
agitated at the London Tavern, and several of your friends 
owned that they were convinced. The subject is too copious 
for a letter. I hope to read Junius's mature and deliberate 
thoughts on this subject. I own that in the house of commons 
sound policy would rather favor triennial parliaments as the 
necessary road to annual, but the constitutional question is 
different. 

I am sorry likewise to difier with Junius as to the power de 
jvre of the legislature to disfranchise any boroughs. How 
originated the right, and why was it granted 7 Old Sarum and 
Gratton, for instance, were populous places, when the right of 
representation was first given them. They are now desolate, 
and therefore in every thing should return to their former state. 
A barren mountain or a single farm-house can have no repre* 
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aentation in parliament. I exceedingly approve lord Chatham's 
idea of increasing the number of knights of shires. If parlia- 
ments are not annual, I should not disapprove of a tlurd part of 
the legislative body going out every year by ballot, and of con- 
sequence an annual re-election in part. 

1 am so much harrassed vriih business at present, that I have 
not time to mention many particulars of importance, and these 
three days I have had the shivering fits of a slow lurking fever, 
a strange disorder for "Wilkes, which makes writing painful to 
me. I could plunge the patriot dagger in the heart of the tyrant 
of my country, but my hand would now tremble in doing it. 
In general I enjoy settled confirmed health, to which I have 
for some years paid great attention, chiefly from public views. 

I am satisfied diat Junius now means me wdlj and I wish to 
merit more than his regard his firiendship. He has poured 
balm into my wounds, the deepest of which I sigh when I 
recollect, were made by that now friendly hand. I am always 
ready to kiss his Trod, but I hope its destination is changed, and 
that it will never again fall as heavy upon me as towards the 
conclusion of the year 1769, when Thurlow said sneeringly, 
the government prosecuted Junius out of compliment to Wilkes. 
I warmly wish Junius my friend. As a public man I think 
myself secure of his support, for I will only depend on popular 
&vor, and pursue only the true constitutional points of liberty. 
As a private person I figure to myself that Junius is as amiable 
in the private as he is great in the public walk of life. I now 
live very much at home, happy in the elegapt society of a 
sensible daughter, whom Junius has noticed in the most oblig- 
ing manner. 

I have not had a moment's conversation with Woodfall on the 
subject of our correspondence, nor did I mean to mention it to 
him. All he can guess, will be from the following card, wfaichi 
shall send by my servant with this letter. '^ Mr. "Wilkes, presents 
his compliments to Mr. Woodfall, and desires him to direct and 
forward the enclosed to Junius." After the first letter of Junius 
to me, I did not go to Woodfall to pry into a secret I had no 
right to know. The letter itself bore the stamp of Jove. I wais 
neither doubting nor impertinent. I wish to comply with eveiy 
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direction of Junius, to profit by his hints, and to have the per- 
mission of writing to him on any important occasion. I desire 
to assure him, that in all great public concerns, I am perfecdy 
firee from every personality either of dislike or afiection. The 
Stoic apathy is then really mine. 

Lord Chatham said to me ten years ago, ********i8the 
falsest hypocrite in Europe." I must hate the man as much as 
even Junius can, for through this whole reign almost it has been 
********* versus Wilkes. This conduct will probably 
make it Wilkes versus ******** *.-j- Junius must 
ima^ne that no man in the island feels what he writes on that 
occasion more than I do. 

This letter is an emanation of the heart, not an eflbrt of the 
head. It claims attentioti from the honest zeal and sincerity of 
the writer, whose affection for his country will end only with his 
Kfe. JOHN WILKES. 

Leitbr YI. To John Wiujbb, Esq.* 

London, ISth September, 1771. 

Sir, — Your letter of the 13th instant was carefully conveyed 
to me. I am much flattered, as you politely intended I should 
be, with the worship you are pleased to pay to the unknown 
god of politics. I find I am treated as other gods usually are 
by their votaries, with sacrifice and ceremony in abundance, and 
very little obedience. The profession of your faith is unexcep- 
tionable ; but I am a modest deity, and shouki be fiill as well 
satisfied with good works and morality. 

There is a rule in business that would save much time if it 
were generally adopted. A question once decided is no longer 
a subject of argument. You have taken your resohition about 
the mayoralty. What I have now to say is not meant to alter 
it, but, in perfect good humour, to guard you against some in- 
OHiveniences, which may attend the execution. It is your own 
affair, and though I still think you have chosen injudiciously, 
both ibr yourself and for the public, I have no rig^t to findfindt 



t The fint blaidn is infended for Goorge — ^Uie other two for George Rex.' 

X Written on by him, "Received Monday afternoon, September 18, 1771." 
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or to tease you with reflections, which cannot divert you fipom 
your purpose. 

I cannot comprehend the reason of Mr. Crosby's eagerness 
to be lord mayor, unless he proposes to diq;race the office and 
himself by pocketing the salary. In that case he will create a 
disgust among the citizens, of which you and your party will 
feel the bad eflects, and as for himself, he may bid adieu to all 
hqpes of being returned for the city. That he should live with 
unusual splendor is essentially your interest and his own ; and 
even then I do not perceive that his merits are so distinguished 
as to entitle him to a double reward. Of the dignity or authority 
of a locum tenenSf I know nothing ; ncur can I conceive what 
credit Mr. Crosby is likely to derive from representing Mr. 
Bridgen. But suppose Bridgen should be lord mayor, and 
should keep his word in appointing Crosby his lieutenant, I 
diould be f^ad to know who is to support the expense and 
dignity of the office ? It may suit such a fellow as Bridgen to 
shut up the Mansion-house, but I promise you his eeoncMny 
win be of no service to Mr. Wilkes. If you make him mayor, 
yon will be made answerable for his conduct; and if he and 
Crosby be returned, you may depend upon it, the court of 
aUermen will choose him. 

With regard to Mr. Sawbridge, since I cannot prevail with 
you to lay the foundation of a closer union bet ween you by any 
pontive sacrifice in his jbvor, at least let me entreat you to 
obserre a moderate and guarded conduct towards him. I 
should be much c<Micemed to see his character traduced, or his 
perscm insulted. He is not a dupe to any set of men whatso- 
ever, nor do I think he has taken any violent or decided part 
i^iainst ]rou« — ^Yet to be excluded fix>m those honofs which are 
the only rewards he pretends to, and to which he is so justly 
entitled, and to see them bestowed upon such men as Crothy 
and A-»d[^iefi, is enou^ to excite and justify his resentment AD 
this, sir, is a matter of convenience, vdiich I hope you will con* 
sider. There is another pwit, upcm which I must be much 
more serious and earnest with you. You seem to have no 
anxiety or apprehension but lest the friends of lord Shelbume 
should get possession of the Mansion-house. In my opinicm 
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they have no chance of success whatsoever. The real danger 
is from the interest of government, from Harley, and the 
Tories. — ^If while you are employed in counteracting Mr. 
Townshend, a ministerial alderman should be returned, you will 
have ruined the cause. — ^You will have ruined yourself, and for 
ever. To say that Junius could never forgive you, is nothing ; — 
you could never forgive yourself. — Junius from that moment will 
be compelled to consider you as a man who has sacrificed the 
public to views which were every way unworthy of you. If 
then, upon a fair canvass of the livery, you should see a probabi- 
lity that Bridgen may not be returned, let that point be given 
up at once, and let Sawbridge be returned with CroAy$ — a 
more likely way in my judgment to make CroAy lord mayor. 

Nothing can do you greater honor, nor be of greater benefit 
to the community, than your intended attack upon the uncon- 
stitutional powers assumed by the house of lords. You have 
my warmest applause ; and if I can assist, command my 
assistance. The arbitrary power of fine and imprisonmentt 
assumed by these men, would be a disgrace to any form of 
legal government not purely aristocratical. — ^Directly, it invades 
the laws, indirectly, it saps the constitution. Naturally phleg- 
matic,* these questions warm me. — ^I envy you the laurels you 
will acquire. Banish the thought that Junius can make a dis- 
honorable or an imprudent use of the confidence you repose in 
him. When you have leisure, conununicate your plan to me, 
that I may have time to examine, it, and to consider what part 
I can act with greatest advantage to the cause. The constitu* 
tional argument is obvious. I wish you to point out to me 
where you think the force of the formal legal ailment lies. 
In pursuing such inquiries I lie under a singular disadvantage. 
Not venturing to consult those who are qualified to inform me, 
I am forced to collect every thing horn books or common con- 
versation. The pains I took with that paper on privilege, were 
greater than I can express to you. Yet after I had blinded my- 
self with poring over journals, debates, and parliamentary his* 



* This was a charge freqacntly brought against Home by Wilkes, whichy no 
doubt, caused this remark by the writer. 
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lory, 1 Vf9B at last obliged to hazard a bold assertion, which I 
am now conyinced is true (as I really then thought it,) because 
it has not been disproved or disputed. — ^There is this material 
difference upon the face of the two questions. We can clearly 
show a time when the lower house had not an unlimited power 
of commitment for breach of privilege. Whereas I fear we 
shall not have the same advantage over the house of lords. It 
it is not that precedents have any weight with me in opposdtion 
to principles : but I know they weigh with the multitude.* 

My opinion of the several articles of the proposed declara- 
ti<m remains unaltered. I cannot pretend to answer those 
aiguments in favor of annual parliaments, by which you say 
the friends of Junius were convinced. The question is not 
what is best in theory (for there I should undoubtedly agree 
vnth you,) but what is most expedient in practice. You labor 
to carry the constitution to a point of perfection which it can 
never reach to, or at which it cannot long be stationary. In 
this idea I think I see the mistake of a speculative man, who is 
either not conversant with the world, or not sufficiently per- 
suaded of the necessity of taking things as they are. The 
objection drawn from the purchase of an annuity for three 
years instead of seven^ is defective, because it applies in the 
same proportion to an annuity for one year. This is not the 
question. The point is to keep the representative as much 
under the check and control of the constituent, as can be done, 
ccMHsistently with other great and essential objects. But without 
entering farther into the debate, I would advise, that this part 
of the declaration be expressed in general terms ; viz. toshorten 
the duration of parliaments. This mediating expedient will, 
for the present, take in both opinions, and leave open the quan- 
turn of time to a future discussion. 

In answer to a general argument, by which the uncontrollable 
ri^t of the people to form the third part of the legislature is 
defended, you urge against me two gross cases, which undoubt- 



* Mr. Home, in addreram^ the juiy on bis trial, in 1777, for an alleged libel 
against the government^ said, " I have laid before you sacred principles with 
which I am much better acquainted than with any precedents— and for one of 
which I would willingly give nn all the precedents that ever existed.*' 
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odly call for correcticMi. These casefl* yoa may beliefe, did 
not escape me, and by the by, admit of a particular answer. 
But it is not treating me fairly to oppose general principles with 
particular abuses. It is not in human policy to form an institu- 
tion from which no possible inconvenience shall arise. I did 
not pretend to deliver a doctrine, to which there could be no 
possible otgection. We are to choose between better and 
worse. Let us come fairly to the point. — Whether is it safer 
to deny the legislature a power of disfranchising all the electors 
of a borough ; (which, if denied, entails a nimiber of rotten 
boroughs upon the constitution) — or to admit the power, and 
so leave it with the legidature to disfranchise aJarMrttcm every 
borou^ and county in the kingdom. If you deny- the conse- 
quence, it will be incumbent upon you to prove by/xmtm 
reasoning that a power which holds in the case of Aylesbuiy 
or New Shoreham, doe^ wA hold in the case of York, London, 
or Middlesex. To this question I desire a direct answer ; and 
when we have fixed our principles, we may regularly descend 
to the detail The case of Gatton and Old Sarum do not 
embarrass me. Their right to return members to parliament 
has neither fact or theory to support it — ^ They have, bonafide^ 
no electors." Consequently there is no man to be dispossessed 
of his fineehold. No man to be disfranchised of his ri^t of 
election. At the worst, supposing the annihilation of these 
pretended boroughs could no way be reconciled to my own 
principles, I shall only say, give me a healthy, vigorous constt- 
tntion, and I shall hardly consult my looking-glass to discover a 
blemish upon my skin. 

You ask me, from whence did the right originate, and for 
what purpose was it granted 7 I do not see the tendency of 
these questions, but I answer them without scruple. In general 
it arose from the king's writs, and it was granted with a view to 
balance the powerof the nobility, and to obtain aids from the 
people.' — ^But without kxiking back to an obscure antiquity, 
from which no certain information can be coUected, you will 
find that the laws of En^and have much greater regard to 
possession (of a certain length) than to any other title whatso- 
ever ; and that in every kind of property which savours of the 



I'eality this doctrine is most wisely the basis ot* our English 
jariq>rudence. Thou^ I use the terms of art, do not injure 
me so much as to suspect I am a lawyer. — ^I had as lief be a 
Scotchman. — ^It is* the encouragement ^ven to diqMites about 
titles, which has supported that iniquitous profes^on at the 
expense of the community.^ — ^As to this whole aigument about 
rotten boroughs, if I seem zealous in supporting my opiiwni^ it 
is not from a conception that the constitution cannot possibly be 
reheved from them — ^I mean <mly to reconcile you to an evil 
which cannot safely be removed. 

Now, Mr. WBkes, I shall deal very plainly with you. The 
subject of my first letter was private and perscmal, and I am 
content it should be forgotten. Your letter to me is also sacred. 
But my second letter is of public import, and must not be 
suppressed. I did not mean that it should be buried in Prince's 
Court, it would be unfair to embarrass you with a new ques- 
tion while your city election is depending. But if I perceive 
that within a reasonable time after that business is concluded, 
no steps are taken wifh the B31 of Rights to form a new, short, 
and rational declaration (whether by laying my letter before 
the society, or by any other mode that you shall think advisable,) 
I shall hold myself obligated, by u duty paramount to all other 
considerations, to institute an amicable suit against the society 
befiire llie tribunal of the public. Without asperity, vnthout 
petulance or disrespect, I propose to publish tlie second letter, 
and to answer or submit to argument. The necessity of 
taking this step will indeed give me pain, for I voell know that 
differences between the advocates are of no service to the 
cause.*' But the lives of the best of us are spent in choosing 
between evils. — ^As to you, sir, you may as well take the trouble 
of directing that society, since whatever they do is placed to 
your account. 

Tlie domestic society you speak of is much to be envied. I 
fancy I shotdd like it stfll better than you do. I too am no 
enemy to good fellowship, and have often cursed that canting 
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parson forwisbkig todeny you your claret It is for Am, and 
men like Jnm^ to beware of intoxication.*' Thou^ I do not 
place the little pleasure of life in competition with the glonous 
business of instructing and directing the people, yet I see no 
reason why a wise man may not unite the public virtues of Cato, 
with the indulgence of Epicurus. 

Continue carefijd of your health. Your head is too useful to 
be spared, and your hand may be wanted. Think no moreof 
what is past. You did not then stand so well in my opinion; 
and it was necessary to the plan of that letter to rate you lower 
than you deserved. The wound is curable, and the scar shall 
be no disgrace to you. 

I willingly accept of as much of your firiendship as you can 
impart, to a man whom you will assuredly never know. Besides 
every personal consideration, if I were known, I could no 
longer be a useful servant to the public. At present there is 
something oracular in the delivery of my opinions. I speak 
from a recess which no human curiosity can penetrate, and 
darkness, we are told, is one source of the sublime. — ^The 
mystery of Junius increases his importance. 

JUNIUS- 

Lbttbr VII. 

Prince's Court, Thursday, Sep. 19. 

Mr. Wilkes thanks Mr. Woodfall for the care of the former 
letter, and desires him to transmit the enclosed to Junius. 

To Juntos. 

Sep. 19,1771. 

Sir, — ^I bad last night the honor of your letter of yesterday's 
date. I am just going to the Common Hall, but first take up 
the pen to thank you for the kindness you express to me, and to 
say that the Bill of Rights meet next Tuesday. I thou^ it 
necessary not to lose a moment in giving you this informaticMi, 
that whalever you judge proper may be submitted to that 



* Parson HotAt' He had, with more propriety, been denominated the cardteat 
priest, from hik attachment to cards, it is aurpriaing that the grosflDesa of the 
allusion had not conyinced Wilkes of the joke.---y80i. £d. 
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ciety as eariy aa posaible. Junius may command me in ever}' 
thing. When he sa3rs ^'my second letter is of public import, 
and must not be suppressed. I did not mean that it should be 
buried in Prince's Court," — does he wish it should be commu* 
nicated to the society, and in what manner ? The beginning of 
the second letter refers to a first letter, and some other expres* 
sions may be improper for the knowledge of the society. I 
wait Junius^s directions. I beg his free sentiments on all occa- 
sions. I mean next week to state a variety of particulars for 
his consideration and ia answer to his letter. I had now only 
a moment to mention a point of business and a feeling of gratis 
tude. JOHN WILKES. 

Letter VIII. 

21 September, 1771.'' 

Sir,— Since you are so obliging as to say, you will be guided 
by my opinion as to the manner of laying my sentiments before 
the Bill of Rights, I see no reason why the whole of the second 
letter may not be read there next Tuesday, except the postscript, 
which has no connection with the rest,, and the word ridiculous, 
which may naturally give offence ; — as I mean to persuade and 
soften, not irritate or ofiend, let that word be expunged. The 
prefatory part you may leave or not as you think proper. You 
are not bound to satisfy any man's curiosity upon a private 
matter, and upon my silence you may, I believe, depend entirely. 
As to other passages I have no favor or aflfection, so let all go. 
It should be copi^ over in a better hand. 

If any objections are raised, which are answered in my third 
letter, you vriU, I am sure, answer for me, so far forth, are terms. 

JUNIUS. 

By all means let it be copied. — ^This manuscript is for private 
use only. 

Letter IX. 

Mcmday.f 
Sir, — When I wrote to you on Saturday, it did not occur to 



* Wntten on it by Mr. Wilkes, ** Receiyed Sept 81, 1771." 
t Written on it by Mr. Wilkes, "Received Sept. 23, 177 J/' 
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me that your own advertiseoieiit had abeady infomied the 
public ofyour receiving two letters; your omitting the preamUe 
to the second letter would therefore be to no purpose. 

In my opinion you should not wish to decline the appearance 
of being particularly addressed in that letter. It is ca k uIaU d 
to give you dignity with the public. There is more in it than 
perhaps youare aware of. Dependupon t^,the perpetual union 
of Wilkes and tmh does you no service. Not but that I love 
and esteem the mob. — It is your interest to keep up dignity 
and gravity besides. I would not make myself cheap by walking 
the streets so much as you do. Verbum sat. 

Letter X. To Junius. 

Wednesday, Sept. 25. 
Sir, — Yesterday I attended the meeting of the Society of the 
Bill of Rights, and laid before them the letter, which I had the 
honor o[ receiving from you on the 7th of September. The few 
lines of the preamble I cHBitted, the word ridiculous^ according 
to your directions, and a veiy few more lines towards the con- 
clusion. All the rest vras a faithftd transcript, the exact tenor.* 
The season of the year occasioned the meeting to be ill attended? 
only eleven members were present. The following resolution 
passed unanimously : '* That Mr. Wilkes be desired to transmit 
to Junius the thanks of the Society for his letter, and to assure him, 
that it was received with all the respect due to his distinguished 
character and abilities.'' Soon after my fever obliged me to 
return home, and I have not heard of any thing iurdier being 
done ; but Mr. Lee told me he thought the letter capable of a 
full answer, which he meant on a future day, to submit to die 
Society, and would previously communicate to me. The letter 

* When Mr. Wilkes wm prosecutod in the year 1764, for pubUahing the 
North Briton, No. 45, Lord Mansfield issued an order for Mr. Wilkes's attorney 
or solicitor to attend at his house, on the morning previous to the trial, '' to 
show canee why the information in this cause should not be amended by striking 
out the word jpurport^ in the sevenJ places where it is mentioned in thesaiduifor^ 
mation, (except in the first place) and inserting, instead thereof the wordCener." 
The Chief Justice was accused of having suggested this alteration, and several 
objections were taken to it, which, in argument, were oyemilod by the court. 



is left in the hands of Mr. Reynolds, who has tlie care of the 
other papers of the Society, with directions to permit every 
member to peruse, a<id evgi transcribe it, on the promise of 
non-publication. Some particular expressions appeared rather 
too harsh and grating to the ears of some of the members. 

Surely, ^, nothing in the advertisement I inserted in the 
Public Advertiser, could lead to the idea of the two letters I 
mentioned coming from Junius. I entreat him to peruse once 
more, (hat guarded advertisement . I hope that Mr. Bull's, and 
my address of Saturday, was approved where I most desire it 
idiould be thought of favorably. I know it made our enemies 
wince in the most tender pert. I am too ill to-day to add more. 

JOHN WILKES. 

Lbtteb XI. 

16th October, 1771. 

Sir, — ^I cannot help expressing to you my thanks and appro- 
bation of your letter of this day. I think it proper, manly, and 
to the purpose. In these altercations nothing can be more 
useful, than to preserve dignity and sang froid^-foriiter in re, 
stuwiter in modo^ increases both the force and the severity. Your 
conduct to Mr. Sawbridge is every thing I could wish. Be 
assured, you will find it both honorable and judicious. Had it 
been adopted a little sooner, you might have returned him and 
Crosby, and taken the whole merit of it to yourself. If I am 
truly informed of Mr. S.'s behaviour en the hustings^ I must con- 
fess it does not satisfy me. But perseverance, management, 
and determined good humour, will set every thing right, and, 
in the end, break the heart of Mr. Home.* Nothing can be 
more true than what you say about great men. They are 
indeed a worthless, pitiful race. Chatham has gallantly throvim 
away the scabbard, and never flinched. From that moment / 
begcai to like him. 

* It appears that Mr. Sawbridge ooald not play well the part of the h^poerUe, 
and did not, aceording to isatnietions, BoiBciently oonoeal hu disreepect and 
oppo4itzo& to wgkas. Junins howover, coniolea Wilkes by assiuances that 
jMrMoeronce, nunug^cnunt, &c. would sat eyery thing right, and in the end, hreak 
the html of Mr. Home ! Bisom teneatis ? This wretched finesse is too quaint and 
palpable for coniment.'-*wfm. £<f« 
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I see we do not agree about the strict right of pressing. If 
you are as sincere as I am, we shall not quarrel about a differ- 
ence of opinicm. I shall say a few words to-morrow on this 
subject, under the signature of Philo-Junius. — ^The letters under 
that name have been hastily drawn up, but the principles are 
tenable. I thought your letter about the military very proper 
and well drawn. JUNIUS. 

To the foregoing letter Mr. Woodfall subjoins the following 
remarks and extracts : 

This, (Wilkes's letter) was a long address to the livery of 
London, in his own defence, from an attack which had been 
made upon him by Mr. Alderman Townshend. We shall 
extract such parts of it as are more particularly alluded to by 
Junius in this letter. 

^ Mr. Townshend asks, ' Does he (Mr. Wilkes) allow one 
man in the court of aldermen to be worthy of your confidence, 
except himself and Mr. Crosby V Let me state the question 
about Mr. Sawbridge. Mr. Wilkes has declared under his 
hand, in all the public papers, ^No man can honor Mr. 
Sawbridge more than I do, for every public and private virtue^ 
which constitutes a great and amiable character* Was this 
praise cold or penurious ? Was it not deserving a better return 
than it seems to have found ? Is not such a character worthy of 
your confidence r* 

" Mr. Morris told us at the Bill of Rights, that when he 
pressed Mr. Townshend about the affair of the printers, lis 
answer was, that he did not find he should be supported by any 
great man^ and otherwise it would be trnprudeat^ therefore did 
not choose to act in it. The prudent Mr. Townshend may v^ait 
the consent of great men. I will on a national call follow 
instantly the line of my duty, regardless of their applause or 
censure. Public spirit and virtue are seldom in the company 
ofhislcHtbhiporhisgrace.'' #***#* 

^ Has not, by the conduct of your magistrates, a complete 
victory been gained over the usurped powers both of the crovm 
and the house of commons 7 Tlie two questicms have been 
frequently agitated among the friends of liberty, even while I 



JOiailfi AMD WILKB6. 343 

jremained at the King's Bench. When the city and the nation 
had clearly decided in favor of the cause, the great men followed, 
as they generally do, joined the public cry, and thronged to the 
Tower to pay their tardy tribute of praise to the persecuted 
patriots. The business had been completed without their 
assistance. In all such cases I am persuaded we shall find, that 
the people wiU be obliged to do their own business ; but if it 
succeeds, they may be sure of the concurrence and applause of 
the greatj and their even entering the most loathsome prisons 
or dungeons — on a short visit of parade." 

''As a good Englishman and citizen, I thanked my brethren 
Sawbridge and Oliver, for having so nobly discharged their duty 
as aldermen in the buaness of Press Warrants, on which I 
expatiated as the most cruel species of General Warrants." Mr. 
TTilke^s letter of Oct 15. 

Shortly previous to Messrs. Wilkes and Bull entering upon 
their offi<^ of sheriffs of London, they addfessed a short letter 
to the livery, containing a paragraph respecting the miUtaryt of 
which the following is a copy : 

^ We have observed with the deepest concern, that a military 
force has, on several late occasions, been employed by an un« 
principled administration, under the pretence of assisting the 
civil power in carrying the sentence of the laws into execution. 
The conduct of the present sheriffs, in the remaikable case of 
the two unhappy men who suffered in July, near Bethnal Green, 
was truly patriotic We are determined to follow so meritori- 
ous an example ; and as that melancholy part of our office vriU 
commence in a very few days, we take this opportunity of 
declaring, that as the constitution has entrusted us with the 
whole power of the county, we wiU not, during our sherifiUty, 
suffer any part of the army to interfere, or even to attend, as on 
many former occasions, on the pretence of aiding or assisting 
the civil magistrate. This resolution we declare to the public, 
and to administration, to prevent during our continuance in 
office, the sending of any detachments from the regular forces 
on such a service, and the possibility of all future alarming dis- 
putes. The civil power of this country we are sure is able to 
support itself and a good government. The magistrate, with 
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the assistance of those in his joHsdiction, is by experience 
known to be strong enough to enforce all legal commands, 
without the aid of a standing army. Where that is not the 
case, a nation must sink into an absolute military government, 
and every thing valuable to the subject be at liie mercy of the 
soldiery and their commander. We leave to our brave country- 
men of the army the glory of conquering our foreign enemies. 
We pledge ourselves to the pubUc for the faithful and exact dis- 
charge of our duty in every emergency without their assistance. 
We desire to save them a service we know they detest, and we 
. take on ourselves the painful ta^ of those unpleasing scenes, 
which our office calls upon us to superintend. The laws of our 
country shall, in all instances during our sheriiTalty, be solely 
enforced by the authority and vigor of the civil magistrate." 

Lettsr XIL 

Oct. 17, 1771. 

Sir, — ^I am not yet recovered, and to-day have been harassed 
with complaints against the greatest villains out of hell, the 
bailiffs ; but so very polite and friendly a letter as Junius's of 
yesterday demands my earliest and warmest acknowledgments. 
I only take up the pen to say that I think myself happy in his 
approbation, that a line of applause from him gives the same 
brislc circulation to my spirits, as a kiss from Chloe, and that I 
mean soon to communicate to him a project of importance. — 
I wfll skirmish with the great ahnost every day in some way or 
other. Does Junius approve the folbwing manoeuvre, instead 
of going in a gmgerbread chariot to yawn through a dull sermon 
at it. Paul's. 

« Old Bailey, Oct. «4th, 1771. 

'^ Mr. sheriff Wilkes presents his duty to the lord mayor, and 
asks his lordship's leave to prefer the real service of his country 
* to-morrow in the administration of justice here» to the vain 
parade on the anniversary of the accession of a prince, under 
whose inauspicious government an universal discontent prevailis 
among the people, and who still leaves the most intolerable 
grievances of his subjects unredressed." — ^This card to be pub- 
^ lisked at length. Will Junius suggest any alteration or addition ? 
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It is a bold stq>.*^TIie fleancms will not be ended <m the 33th, 
and it is the duty <tf the sheriff to attend. I wiQ follow all your 
faints about Mr. Sawbridge. — ^I am sorry to differ so much from 
you about Press Warrants. I own that I have warmly gone 
throi^ that opposition upon the clear conviction that every 
ai^pmient alleged for the legality of the Press Warrant would 
do equafly well for ship money. I believe Junius as sincere as 
myself I will therefore be so far from quarrelling with him for 
lopy diftnrence of opinian^ that when I find we cKsagree, I will 
act with douUe caution, and some distrust of the Ciortainty of 
my being deariy in the right 

I hope the dieriff^s letter to Mr. Ackerman has your appro* 
bation. Does Jimius Wish for any dinner or ball tickets for the 
lord mayoifs day, for lumself, or friends, or a favorite, or 
Juma ? The day will be worth observation. Whether creid 
an carbane nUandnSy'* I do not know ; but the pecpk^ sir^ the 
' peoplej are the tight. How happy shodd I be to see my Portia 
here dance a graceful minuet with Jumns Brutus ! But Junius 
iiinexorable and I submit I wcnrid send ygur tickets to Wood- 
&IL 

To-morrowl go with the lord mayor and my Imther sheriff 
to Rochester to take up our freedoms. We return on Sunday 
ni^t. 

I entreat of Junius to favor me with every idea, which occurs 
to lihn for the conmum cause, in e^ery particular relative to my 
conduct. He shallfind me no h$s grcUefutiltmi ductile. 

JOHN WILKES. 

LSTTER Xin. 

London, 21 October, 1771. 

Many thanks for your obliging offer \ — but alas ! my age and 
figure would do but little credit to my partner. — ^1 acknowledge 
the relation between Cato and Portia, but in truth I see no 
connexion between Junius and a minuet. 

You shall have my opinion whenever you think proper to ask 
ity fredj/y honestly j and heartily* If I were only a party many I 



* To be maiked with chalk or charcoals — Am,EA. 
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aihould naturally concur in any enterprue, likely to create « 
bustle without risque or trouble to myself. But I love the cause 
independent of persons, and I taish well to Mr. Wilkes tnde- 
pendent of the cause.* Feeling, as I really do, for others where 
my own safety is provided for, the danger to which I expose a 
simple printer, afflicts and distresses me. It lowers me to my- 
self to draw another into a hazardous situation which I cannot 
partake of with him. This consideration will account for my 
abstaining from "* ***### #«| 8olong,andfortheundeserved 
moderatiomwith which I have treated him. I know my ground 
thoroughly when I affirm that he akne is the mark. It is not 

Bute, nor even the princess dowager. It is ^ whom 

every honest man should detest, and every brave man should 
attack. Some measures of dignity and prudence n^ust never- 
theless be preserved for our own sakes. I think your intended 
message to the lord mayor is more spirited than judicious, 
and that it may be attended with consequences which (com- 
pared with atBb single purpose of ) are not worth 

hazarding — non est^tanti — consider it is not Junius or Jack 
Wilkes, but a grave sheriff (for ^at;e you should be) who marks 

his entrance into office with a direct outrage to the 

that it is only an outrage, and leads to nothing. — ^Will not cour- 
tiers take advantage? Will not Whigs be offended? And 
whether offended or not, will not all parties pretend to condemn 
you? If mectsures andnot men has cmy meaning (and I own it 

has very little,) it must hold particularly in the case of ^ 

and if truth and reason be on one side, and all the common-place 
topics on the other, can you doubt to which side the multitude 
will incline ? Besides that it is too early to begin this kind of 
attack, I confess I am anxious for your safety. I know that in 
the ordinary course of law they cannot hurt you ; but did the 
idea of a bill of banishment never occur to you ? And don't 



* This declaration is belied by the whole course of Junius in regard to 
Wilkes. But the soft, the ductile, and gnUfid Mr. Wilkes appears to have sur- 
rendered at discretion, and committed himself entirely to the management of a 
man who heartily despised and detested him.— b^. Ed, 

t George Rex.—.^. Ed. 
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you think a demonstration of this kind on your pait mi^t 
furnish government with ^a specious pretence for destroying you 
at (Mice, by a summary proceeding ? Consider the measure 
coolly ahd then determine. 

If these loose thoughts should not weigh with you as much 
as I could wish, I would then recommend a little akeration in 
the message. I would have it stated thus : — 

Prince's Court, 24 October, 1771. 

^ Mr. Wilkes presents his duty to the lord mayor, and flatters 
himself he shall be honored with his lordship's approbation, if he 
prefers the real service of his country to-morrow in the ad- 
ministration of justice at the Old Bailey, to the vain parade of 
a procession to St. Paul's. — ^With the warmest attachment to 
the house of Hanover, and the most determined allegiance to 
the chief magistrate, he hopes it will not be thought incumbent 
on him to take an active part in celebrating the accession of a 
prince, under whose inauspicious reign the English constitution 
has been grossly and deliberately violated, the civil rights of the 
people no less daringly invaded, and their humble petitions for 
redress rejected with contempt." 

In the first part,to ask a man^s leave to prefer the real service 
of our country to a vain parade, seems, if serious, too servile ; 
-^if jest, unseasonable, and rather approaching to burlesque. — 
The rest appears to me not less strong than your own words, 
and better guarded in point of safety, which you neglect too 
much. — ^I am now a little hurried, and shall write to you shortly 
upon some other topics. JUNIUS.* 



* The eause of omiflsions in this letter is accounted for in a letter from Mr. 
Sergeant Rough to Mr. Barker. 

Sergeanft bm, Chaneer^Amej JiprU 12, 1827. 

« Dear sir, — ^I hasten to acknowledge your letter, with the printed papers 
aoeompanying it, delivered by Mr. Mazon. I am sony, however, that I can 
render you so very Utile service in respect of the subjects on which you write. 

'' The letters of Junius to Mr. Wilkes passed through my hands to Mr. Wood 
ftU, and are those which appear in his edition of 1818. They belonged to Mr 
P. Ehnsley, the late Principal of St Alban's, who, as 1 believe, posseated them 
aa executor to his father. Hb knowledge of me as a brother- Westminster with 
me and the drounstance of my having mairied an acknowledged daughter of 
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Ixmii XIV. 

Pttnce'i Coart, Monday Homing, Not. 4. 
Od my return home last nig^t I had tbe very greet' pleaswo 
<^ reading the Dedicatioii and Preface which Mr. Woodfall 
left fin* m«. I am goii^ mth the city offices to iavtis the Uttle 
great to the custard OD Saturday. Perdttvr hocinUrimtero Ua. 
I shall only add, accept, legi, pnbavi. X am much honored by 
the polite attention of Junius.* 

Letts s XV. 

6 November, ITTl. 
I entreat you to procure for me copies of the infonnations 
against Eyre before the lord mayor. I presume they were 
taken in writing. If not 1 beg you will favor me with the most 
exact account of the substance of them, and any observations 
of your own that you think mateiial. If I am right in my facts, 
lanswer formylaw, andmean toattacklord Mansfield as soon 
as possible. 
Mv Atnerican namesake is plainly a man of abilities, though 
little unreascmable, when he insists upon more than 
le surrender of the fact 1 a^^e with him that it ig a 
on the Americans to be taxed by the British legula- 
, it is a hardfliq) inseparable in theory from the condi- 
)1oni9t8, in which they have votuntahly placed them- 
selves. If emigration be no oime to deserve punishment, it is 
certainly no vutue to claim exemption ; and however it may 
have proved eventually beneficial, the mother country vras but 



ib. VHkes, bdumd biro to decline letting Mr. WoodbH hire then irithont m; 
iMrmt Thiy came to me &om m^ friend, Mr. HtUun, to v4K>m Ibej w«ra 
BfteiTudi nlnned for Mr. Elmriey. 

" In tbe letlen, I feir, I faive lo antirer for die striking ovt «r • lino or two, 
mwluAthektekingvuBpdceno^ upon alleged penonal koowMge, witii an 
ajneattonof much tnttenen. Itwaian idle precantion on my part, inanondi 
■■ Jonio'a opniona coold ha*e done tKMe hann to an; one, and were diffidently 
avowed in other letten. I bare never seen the letten, sbont whidi yon enquire, 
tbut they were pven back by dm to Mi. Hollam, for Elnuley." 

*CFpantliialetterwaiwnttenbyMr.Wdkv*, ''Onretunmig Jmina theDedica. 
tfonMidTretacehe lentinc." 
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Utile obliged to the intentkxu of the first emigmita. Bat, in 
Act, cbtuge of pJacfl doei not exempt from Enbjection :— the 
tnembeiB of our fodorieB settled under fmeiga gorermnents, 
and irinte volontaiy banishment is muc^ took laudable with 
regard to the mother country, are taxed with the lavs erf* coo- 
nikge. Au mte, I see no oee in fitting this question in the 
new^mpera, nor have I time. Yon may assure Dr. Lee, that 
to ff9 beait and understaadtng ^e names of American and 
jQa^islonen an synonymous, and that as to (my tiiture taxation 
. of America, f look upon it as near to impossiMe as the hi^ieet 
Improbability can go. 

I hope tbat since be has o[^x>«ed me where he tlunka me 
wiong, he will be equally ready to asidst me when he thinks me 
li^ht Beaides the fallibilily natund to us all, no man writes 
under so many disadvantages as I do. I cannot c^Huh the 
teamed. I cannot directly aA die opinion of my acquaintance, 
and in the nempapen I never am assisted. 

tluae who are conversant wkh books, well know bow often 
they midead as, i^n we have not a living monitor at hand to 
aaadst n in comparing [vactice with theory. 

Lbtixb XVI, To Junius. 

Ptinca'B Coutt, WedoMc 
Sir, — I do not delay a moment grriog you the 
yoa wi^ I endose a copy of Esrre's commitmen 
she io this fouamess has beea reduced to writing, lite exam, 
notion was befiire the wttii^ justice. Ald^men HaDifax, at 
GttikihaH ; ead it is not usual to take it in writing, on account 
of the multil^icity of business there. Tbe paper vrae foimd 
iQMB him. He was ai^ed what he had to tay in his defence, 
bis answer was, I hope you will bail me. Mr. HoM^the clerk, 
answ^ed, ^at is impossible. There never was an instance c£ 
- it, when the person was taken in the fact, or the goods found 
upon him. I believe Holder's law is right. Alderman Hallifax 
likewise granted a search-warrant prior to the examination. 
At Eyre's lodgings many more quires of paper were found, all 
marked on purpose, trom a suspicioa of Eyre. After Eyre 
had been some time at Wood-street Compter, a key wan found 
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in his room there, vhich appears to be & key to the closet at 
Guildhall, from whence the paper was stolen. The l(Hd mayor 
refused to bail Eyre, but I do not find that any fresh examina> 
tkxi was taken at the Mansion-house. Ilie circumstances were 
weU known. I was present at the examination before Hallifox, 
but as shtfriir could not interfere, only 1 whispered Hallifti he 
could not bail Eyre. Anglua in (onlay's Public Advertiser, 
told some particulars I bad mentioned. I did not know of that 
letter; it is Mr. Bernard's of Berkley Square. As to the 
Americans,! declare I kaow no difference between an inhabitant, 
of Boston in IJncolnshire, and of Boston in New England. I 
honor the Americans; but our^cestors who staid and drove 
out the tyrant, are justly greater in merit and fame than those 
who fled and deserted their countrymen. Their future cimduct 
has been a noble atonement, and their sons iiave much surpassed 
^m. I will mention to Dr. Lee what you desire. You shall 
have every communication you wish from me. Yet I beg 
Junius to reflect a moment To whom am I now writing? I 
md uncertainty, thou^ not mistrust or suspicion, 
lad to canvasa freely every part of a great plan, 
ite it to a man \Ao7wt know, of wAtue cmmectifms 
ignorant. I differ with Juniu^ in one point : I 
ig concealed he has infinite advantages which I 
on the Indian coa^ where, from the fire kindled 
m marked out to every hostile arrow which know* 
its way to me. Those who are in the dark are safe, from the 
want of direction of the pointless ^aft.* I followed Juntus's 
advice about the card on the anniversary of the King's acces- 
sion. I dropped the idea. I wish to know his sentiments about 
certain projects against the usurped powers of the house of 
lords. The business is too vast to write, too hazardous to com^ 
municate (o an unknown person. Junius will forgive me. 

• Hi. Wilket evidentlj b«gma to be aUnned. Some psasagea in one of (he 
paUic letten oF Juniua, piinted ■ UUle before, were eufficietil to awtkan lo^ii- 
cieii, if the grouneaa of some of the remufa in the letten to WilkM tumaelf 
had not ilread; produced that efibct. I shall insert • few of lhe«e paBsagea at 
the eloM of thia coiretpondenee. Junhw, it will be perceived, took Imtb of his 
jHmdWilkesinluBneztktlefwiitlait three days after the abore. — ,9».Bi, 
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What cad be done ?—" AIm r where is the man after all wakes 
hag experienced, in whose friendly bosom he can repose his 
secret thou^ts, his noble but most dangerous designs ? The 
person most capable he can have no access to, and all others he 
will not trust. I standalone, uolf as the French call it, a single 
cohunn unpropped, and perhaps nodding to its falL 

JOHN WILKES. 

Lettek XVII. 

9 November, 1771. 
I am much obliged to you for your information about Eyre. 
The facts are as I understood them, and, with the blessing of 
God, I will puU Mansfield to the ground. 

Your offer to communicate your plan against the lords was 
voluntary. Do now as you think proper. I have no resent- 
ments but against the common enemy, and will assist you in any 
way that you will suffer yourself to be assisted. When you 
have satisfied your understanding that there may be reasons 
why Junius should attack the king, the miniBtcf, the court of 
king's bench, and the house of commons, in the way 
done, and yet ^ould desert or betray the man who 
house of lords, I would still appeal to your heart, 
have any scruples ^>out that k'uid of evidence, ask tl 
daughter whom you so implicitly confide in — Is it f 
Junius should betray nie ? Do nut conceive that J i 
employment. I am overcome with the slavery of writing. 
Farewell. 
Lbtiter XVIIL To Jwotcs. 

Prince's Court, Jan. 15, 1773. 
A necesBBTyattention to my health engrossed my time entirely 
in the few holidays I spent at Bath, and I am rewarded with 
being perfectly recovered. The repairs of the clay cottage, to 
which I am tenant for life, seem to have taken place very sue- 
cessfiilly ; and the building will probably last a few more years 
in tolerable condition. 

Yesterday I met the supporters of the Bill of Rights at the 
London Tavern. Much discourse passed about the publication 
of Jumu^B letter. Dr. Lee and Mr. Watkin Lewes, who were 



3S2 COARBSFOMDSVOB. 

boQk suspected^ fiilly exculpated tbenuelves* I believe the 
pablicaticm was owing to the indiscretkHi of Mr. Pfttnck Caw«* 
droD, a liiien«draper in Cheapeide, who showed it to his partner 
OD the Saturday. The partner copied it on the Sunday, and 
the Monday following it appeared in the Morning Chrmiicie. 
The Gazetteer only copied it from thence* The Socie^ directed 
a disavowal of their publication of it to be sent to you, and are 
to take the letter into consideration at the next meeting. I 
foigot to mention that Mr. Cawdron keeps the papers of the 
Society. 

The winter campaign will begin with the next weeL I 
believe that the sherifis wiD have the old battle renewed with 
the commons, and I suppose the lord mayor and the courtly 
aldermen will commit the printer for us to release. Another 
scene will probably open with the lords. Junius h&i obBerved, 
''the arbitrary power they have assumed of imposing fines, 
and conunitting during [deasure^ will now be exercised in its 
fullest extent." The progress of the business I suspect will be 
this — a bitter libel against Pomfret, Denbigh, or Talbot, 
attacking the peer personally, not in his legislative or judicial 
capacity, will appear. His lordship, passion's slave, will com^i 
plain to the house. They will order the printer into custody 
and set a heavy fine. The sherifis the next morning will go to 
Newgate, examine the warrant of commitment, and, fike the 
angel to Peter, take the prisoner by the hand and conduct him 
out of prison : afterwards they will probably make their appeal 
to the public against the usurpation of their lordships, and their 
entirely setting aside the power of juries in their proceedings. 

Are there more furious wild beasts to be found in the iq[>per 
den than the three I have named? Miller the pointer of the 
London Evening Post, at No. 3, Queen's Head Passage, Ftoler- 
noster Row, is the best man I know for this business. He will 
print whatever is sent him. He is a fine Oliverian soldi^. I 
intend a manifesto with my name on Monday to give spirit to 
the printers, and to show them who will be their protector. I 
foresee it will make the two houses more cautious, but it is 
necessary for our friends, and the others shall be baited till they 
are driven into the snare. Adieu. 

JOHN WILKES. 
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Hie foUowing passages are extracted from the public address 
of Juniiu to the people, in Letter 58, with which, observes Mr. 
WoodfeH, ''hid seems ih thid finst instance to have resolved upon 
closing his labors at least under tfie character of Junius, provided 
no beneficial ejects were likely to result from it.'* 

Itiis letter therefore may be looked upon as apolitical legacy 
to the people. — tij&te^ if any where, we may expect to find tte 
genuine ientinients of Junius^ It is dated Oct 5, 1771, eleven 
ffeys previous to i\mmf^ letter to Wilkes, in which he talks of 
hrecAing the heatt of Mr. Home ; and seventeen days af^r 
8a}ing he had ^ofteil cursed that canting parson fi>r wishing to 
deny you (l^ftes) your clsireC The last letter of Junius to 
Home was written on the 13th of August preceding. 

Here fUIow the extracts. 

**It is not necessary to exact from Mr. Wilkes the virtues of 
a stoic. They were inomsistent with themselves, who, almost 
at the same moment, represented him as the basest of mankind, 
yet seemed to expect from him such instances of fortitude and 
self-denial, as would do honor to an apostle. It is not hov^ver, 
flattery to say, that he is obstinate, intrepid, and fertile in expe- 
dients. That he has no possMe resource but in the public favor, 
is, in my judgment, a considerable recommendation of him. 
However he may be misled by pttssion or irnprudence^ I think 
be cannot be guilty of a deliberate treadiery to the public. The 
favor of his country constitutes the shield which defends him 
against a thousand daggers. Desertion Would disarm him. 

I can more readily admire the liberal spirit and integrity, than 
the sound judgment, of any man who prefers a republican form 
of government, in this or any other empire of equal extent, to 
a monarchy so qualified and limited as ours. I am convinced, 
that neither is it in theory the wisest system of government, nor 
practicable in iUs c<Mntry.* Yet, though I hope the E^iglish 



* Uh Home, on his tml for high treaflob (mjn Mr. Stephens) proved by m&jor 
Cirtwiight, Bfr. Sheridan, and others, his firm attachment to the constitution, 
and that his opinions had been uniformly the same^ during the course of a long 
lift» It w«B also dteariy iwoved^ that he had ridiculed Paine's principles, and 
aid,<« Tkh eotmiry isst noifdfifr a rspuNJe." 

45 
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constitution will for ever preserve its original monarchical form^ 
I would have the manners of the people purely and strictly 
republican. I do not mean the licentious spirit of anarchy and 
riot. I mean a general attachment to the commonweal, distinct 
from any partial attachment to persons or families ; an impUcit 
submission to the laws only ; and an affection to the magistrate, 
proportioned tothe integrity and wisdom with which hedistributes 
justice to his people, and administers their affairs. The present 
habit of our political body appears to me the very reverse of 
what it ought to be. The form of the constitution leans rather 
more than enough to the popular branch ; while, in effect, the 
manners of the people (of those at least who are likely to take 
a lead in the country) incline too generally to a dependence 
upon the crown. The real friends of arbitrary power combine 
the facts, and are not inconsistent, vrith their principles, when 
tl^ey strenuously support the unwarrantable privileges assumed 
by the house of commons. In these circumstances, it were 
much to be desired, that we had many such men as Mr. Saw- 
bridge to represent us in parliament I speak from common 
report* and opinion only, when I impute to him a speculative 
predilection in favor of a republic. In the personal conduct 
and manners of the man I cannot be mistaken. He has shown 
hunself possessed of that republican firmness which the times 
require ; and by which an English gentleman may be as usefully 
and as honorably distinguished, as any citizen of ancient Rome, 
of Athens, or Lacedemon. 

Mr. Townsend complains that the public gratitude has not 
been answerable to his deserts. It is net difficult to trace the 
artifices which have suggested to him a language so unworthy 
of his understanding. A great man commands the affections 
of the people ; a prudent man does not complain when he has 
lost them. Yet they are far from being lost to Mr. Townsend. 
He has treated our opinion a little too cavalierly." 

" I have too much respect for the abilities of Mr. Horne, to 
flatter myself that these gentlemen will ever be cordially re- 



* Junius makes k a point to deny any personal knowledge of his moot particiilf 
friends. 
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united. It is not, however, unreasonable to expect, that eacli 
of them should act his separate part with honor and integrity to 
the public. As for differences of opinion upon speculative 
questions, if we wait until they are reconciled, the action of 
human affairs must be suspended for ever. But neither are we 
to look for perfection in any one man, nor for agreement among 
many." 

'* When a man, who stands forth for the public, has gone that 
length from which there is no practicable retreat, when he has 
given that kind of personal offence, which a pious monarch 
never pardons, I then begin to think him in earnest, and that 
he will never have occasion to solicit the forgiveness of his 
country.* But instances of a determination so entire and unre- 
served are rarely met with. Let us take mankind as they are ; 
let us distribute the virtues and abilities of individuals according 
to the ofHces they affect ; and, when they quit the service, let 
us endeavor to supply their places with better men than we have 
lost. In this country there are always candidates enough for 
popular favor. The temple of fame is the shortest passage to 
riches and preferment." 

Can any man, after reading the foregoing passages, persuade 
himself that the letters of Junius to Home and Wilkes express 
the real feelings and sentiments of the author? Do they not 
exhibit a 'prima facia evidence of the most outrageous imposi- 
tions that were ever palmed upon the credulity of .mankind ? 

If any inconsistency appears in the letters of Junius in regard 
to America, the same line of conduct may be observed in John 
Home, 'pari passu. The Miscellaneous Letters vindicate the 
stamp act passed under the administration of Mr. George Gren- 
viOe, and it has been seen that Mr. Home had a difference vrith 
Mr. Wilkes, for supporting the pretentions of the Americansto an 
exclusive legislative right to internal taxation. But under other 
administrations and different circumstances, a change of opinion 
seems to have taken place. 

Junius, in the first letter of the series under that signature, 
makes the following remarks. 



'*' Was not John Home that man ? 
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'' Under coe adoiiiufltialioQ the itamp act is made; wder 
the second it is repealed; under the third, in spite of all eipe- 
rience, a new mode of taxing the colonies is invented, and a 
qqestion revived vrhich ou^t to have been buried in oblivion. 
In these circumstances a new o$ce is established for the busi- 
ness of the plantations, and the earl of Hillsborouj^ called 
forth, at a most critical season, to govern America. As for his 
measures, let it be remembered, that he was called upon to 
conciliate and unite ; and that, when he entered into office, the 
most refractory of the colonies were still disposed to proceed 
by the constitutional methods of petition and remonstrance. 
Since that period they have been driven into excesses Uttle short 
of rebellion. Petitions have been hindefed from reaching the 
throne ; and the continuance of one of th^ princ^Ml asseinblies 
rested upon an arbitrary condition, which, ccoisidering the 
temper they were in, it ^as impossible they should ^ODiqply 
with ; and whidi would have availed nothii^ as to the genern) 
question, if it had been complied with, ^o violent, anc^ I 
believe, I may call it, so unconstitutional, an exqrtion of the 
prerogative, to say nothing of the weak, injudicicpB t^rms in 
which it was conveyed, gives us as humble an opinion of his 
lordship's capacity, as it does of his temper and moderation. 
While we are at peace with other nations, our military force 
may, periiaps, be qpared to support the eari of HillsborcHiii^'s 
measures in America. Whenever that force shall be necessfirily 
withdrawn or diminished, the dismission of such a minister 
will neither console us for his imprudence, nor remove the 
settled resentment of a people, who, complaining of an act of 
the legislature, are outraged by an unwarrantable stretch of pre- 
rogative; and, supportiqg their claims by argument, are insulted 
with declamation." - 

And in letter 39, he says, ** Neither the general atuaticm of 
our colonies, nor that particular distress which forced the 
inhabitants of Boston to take up arms in their defence, have 
been thought worthy of a nKMnenfs consideration. In the 
repeal of those acts which were most offensive to America, the 
parUament have done every thing but remove the offence. They 
have relinquished the revenue, but judiciously taken care to 
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preserve the contention. It is not pretended that the continu- 
ation of the tea-duty is to produce any direct benefit whatsoever 
to the mother country. What is it then, but an odious, unpro- 
fitable exertion of a speculative right, and fixing a badge of 
tiavery upon the Americans, without service to their masters ? 
But it has pleased God to give us a minister and a parliament, 
who are neither to be persuaded by argument, nor instructed 
by exprience." 

The same spirit which dictated the foregoing remarks, is 
' visible in Aefollovnng measures, '^proposed," says Mr. Stephens, 

by Mr. Home. 

King's Anns Tavern, Cornhill, June 7, 1775. 

" At a special meeting, this day, of several members of the 
Constitutional Society, during an adjournment, a gentleman 
pr(q>osed that a subscription should be immediately entered 
into (by such of the members present who might approve the 
purpose) for raising the sum of one hundred pounds, to be 
applied to the relief of the widows, orphans, and aged parents, 
of our beloved American fellow-subjects, who, faithfiil to the 
character of Englishmen^ preferring death to slavery^ were, for 
that reason only, inhumanly murdered by the king's troops at or 
near Lexmgton and Concord, in the province of Massachussets, 
on the 19th of last April ; which sum being immediately col- 
lected, it was thereupon resolved, ^That Mr. Home do pay 
to-morrow, into the hands of Messrs. Brownes and Collinson, 
on account of Dr. FrankUn, the said sum of one hundred pounds ; 
and that Dr. Franklin be requested to apply the same to the 
above-mentioned purpose.' JOHN HORNE."* 

Mr. Stephens remarks, that Mr. Home, *^ doubtless hoped, if 
this measure should become general, the ministers would be 
rendered unable to proceed in their impolitic, and, as it after- 
wards proved, fatal career." 

* SOL more were aflerwards ibrwarded to Mr. Home by an unknown individaal 
for the aame porpoae, and advertiaed in like numner by him. 
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No. L To Mli. WOODFALL. 

AprUSO,l'7e9« 

Sir, — ^I am preparing a paper, which you shall have on or 
before Saturday night Advertise it for Monday.* Junius on 
Monday. C. 

If any inquiry is made about these papers, I shall rely oq 
your giving me a hint. 

No. 2. 

Friday, May 5, 1769.t 

Sir^ — ^It is essentially necessary that the enclosed should be 
published to-morrow, as the great questicm comes on on Mon« 
day, and lord Granby is ah^ady staggered.^ 

If you should receive an answer to it, you will oblige me 
much by not publishing it, tiU after Monday. C. 



* JuniQSt letter zl 

t TbiB note was addreesed to Mr. Woodfidl, with a deeiie that it ehould *<be 
opened by himself only." 

I <' The letter in printed in the Miscellaneone Collection, No vr. and the great 
question alluded to was upon the Middlesex petition against the seating of C<d. 
Luttrell for that county. The debate took place on Monday the 8th of May in 
the house of commons, and continued from hal£>past one o'clock in the afternoon, 
till half-past four the next morning, when, upon a division, there appeared &r 
thefpetition 152, against it til. The speakers on this occasion, in fiivor of the 
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No. 3. 

' Saturday, July 15, 1769. 

Sir, — ^I have received the favor of your note. From the 
contents of it, I imagine you may have something to commu- 
nicate to me ; if that be the cage, I beg you will be particular; 
and also that you will tell me candidly whether you know or 
suspect who I am. Direct a letter to Mr. William Middleton, 
to be left at the bar of the New Exchange Coffee-house on 
Monday as early as you think proper* I am, sir, your most 
obedient, and most humble servant,* C. 

No. 4. 

[PrwnU.) July 17, 1769. 

Sir, — ^Mr. Newberry having thought proper to reprint my 
letters, I wish at least he had done it correctly. You wiQ 
oblige me much by giving him the following hint to-morrow. 
The inclosedt when you think proper. 

petition, were Mr. Dowdeswell, Lord J. CavendiBhi Mr. Weddeibume, Mr. GfeA- 
ville, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. Burke, Mr. Seymour, and Sir Georee Saville ; thoee 
against it, Mr. Stanley, Sir 6. Osborne, Dr. Blackstone, Mr. W. EIUb, Mr. 
Thurlow, Mr. C. J. Fox, Mr. Moreton, and Sir F. Norton. 

In consequence of the rejection of the petition to tbe house of oommonB, the 
following was soon afterwards presented to the king.*' 

Here Mr. vv oodfall inserts the petition of the freeholders of the county of 
Middlesex, the residence of Mr. Home, and there can be no doubt but that it was 
drawn up by him. From the grievances complained of, I mnke the Ibllowiog 
extracts: 

" Public money shamefully squandered and unaccounted for, and all enquiiy 
into the cause of arrears in the civil list prevented by the Aiinistry. 

Enquiry into a pay-master's public accounts stopped ilk Hie Eacfceifiier) 
though the sums unaccounted for by that pay-master amount to tAooe /orty 
miUions sterling. 

Public loans perverted to private ministerial purposes. 

The same discretion has been extended by tiie same evil counsellors to your 
majesty's dominions in America, and has produced to our sobering feUow-snbjeets 
in that part of the woiid, grievances and apprehensions similar to those which we 
complain of at home." Signed by 1565 FreehoUtefS. 

* It is remarkable that the same finessci in tiie manner of subscribing, islMr^ 
made use of as was practised by John Home in his first letter to Jumns, before 
taken notice o£ — t4m. lEd, 

t Junius, letter xvi. 
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^ Mr. Newbeiry htsmg tho^gfil proper to reprint JimratfSi 
letters, might at ieait hare carreetod the errata^ as we did 
constantly.'* 

Pa^ 1, lins IS^/arnstional r^inliooaL 

— 3,-4, •— wu — w^re. 

— 5, ""15, — indiBputable — indispenMble. 
Letter 7, — 4, — in all mazes — in all the mazefi. 

— 15, — 24, — rightest — brightest. 

— 48, — S,- — indifloraet — indirect.'* 

I did not expect more than the Mfe of a newspaper, but S 
this man will keep me alive, let me live without being offensive. 

Speciosa quatro pascere tigres. 

No. 5. 

July 21, 1769, Friday night. 
Sir^-^I can have no manner of objection to your reprinting 
the letters, if you think it will answer, which I believe it might, 
before Newberry appeared. If you determine to do it, give 
me a hint, and I will send you more errata (indeed they are 
innumerable) and. perhaps a Preface. I really doubt whether 
I shall write any more under this signature. I am weary of 
attacking a set of brutes, whbse writings are too dull to furnish 
roe even with the materials of contention, and whose measures 
are too gross and direct to be the subject of argument, or to 
require illustration. 

That Svnnney* is a wretched but a dangerous fool. He had 
the in^dence to go to lord 6. Sackville, whom he had never 
spoken to, and to ask him whether or no he was the author of 
Junius — take care of him. 

Whenever you have any thing to communicate to roe, let 
the hint be thus. Cat the usualplace, and so direct to Mr. John 
Fretley, at the same coflfee-house, where it is absolutely impos- 
sible I should be knovvm. 

Idid nof mean the Latin to be printed. 

I wish lord Holland may acquit himself v^ith honor, f If his 



* A correspondent of the printer's. 

-f The editor has already observed, in the Preliminary Essay, that 
appears to have nniformly entertained a good opinion o( or at least a partiality 
for, lord Holland, llie remark is not new ; it was noticed long agio bv sevsdil 
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cause be good, he should at once have published that account, 
to whidi he refers in his letter to the mayor.* 

Pray tell me whether Geoi^ Onslow means to keep his 
word with you about prosecuting. Tes or No will be suffident 
Your Lycurgus is a Mr. Kent, a young man of good parts upon 
town. And so I wish you a good night. Yours, C. 

It appears that lord Holland suspected himself to be alluded 
to in the chai^ of embezzlement contained in the London 
petition, and he wrote to the lord mayor to ascertain if he was 
the paymaster censured in the petition; observing"! am sure 
Mr. Beckford must have been against it, because he knows, 
and could have shown your lordship in writing, the utter false- 
hood of what is there insinuated." To which the mayor 
replies "that he had no concern in drawing up the petition of 
the Livery of London to his majesty ; that he looks on himself 
only as the carrier, together with other gentlemen charged with 
the delivery of it ; that he does not, nor ever did, hold himself 
accountable for the contents of it, and is a stranger to the 
nature of the supposed chai^ against his lordship." 

Mr. Beckford, seeing his name implicated in this correspon- 
dence, wrote from the country to a friend (July 15, 1769) 
acknowledging the receipt of the writing in question from his 
friend Mr. Woodhouse, and adds, "the paper alluded to is in 
London, I therefore cannot speak of the contents with accuracy 
and precision ; but this 1 recollect, that the perusal of it did not 
convince me that aH I had heard was false. I have no doid>t 



of hia opponents. In a letter sabacribed by our auikor, Anti-Fox, and inserted 
in the Public Advertiser of October 16th, 1771, he thus speaks of him : " I know 
nothing of Junius ; but I see plainly that he has designedly spared lord HoUand 
and his family." 

* He seems to refer to a charge of embezzlement of the public treasure^ made 
in the city petition presented to his majesty, Jnly 5th, 1 769. 
. Here Mr. Wood&ll inserts the petition, fit>m which I extract the following. 

"All this they (his majesty's ministers) have been able to efiect by coimption ; 
by a scandalous misapplication anid embezzlement of the public treasure, and a 
shameful prostitution of public honors and employments : procuring deficiencies 
in the civil hst to be made good without examination ; and, instead of punishing, 
conferring honors on a paymaster, the publie defmUer of unaecounUd mSBicns.^ 
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Mr. Woodhouae hafl a copy of the paper by him, and I hope he 
will submit the contents of it to the judgment of the public, in 
vindication of an innocent man." 

Junius, it seems, by his letter signed Anti-Fox, knew nothing 
of himself. This ruse de guerre mi^t be fair enough under 
circumstances. It was probably good policy in him to appear 
Ignorant of the chaige brought against lord Holland. — ^ If, says 
Junius, his ccnue be good!* ^* ^jfis a word of suspicious 
character ; the reader will recollect the insidious use made of 
it by Junius in his remarks upon lord Chatham. 

There appears to have been an under current in this business ; 
somebody moving the wires behind the curtain. The lord 
,mayor was utterly in the dark ; he knew nothing of the affair. 
The question naturally occurs, who was the secret agent and 
instigator of these measures ? ^' On turning (says Mr. Stephens) 
to the proceedings of this period, (the period under considera- 
tion) it will be found, that the vicar of Brentford was not idle. 
Incited by his usual enthusiasm, he not only acted a conspicuous 
part on every public occasion, but for a time exercised a kind 
of paramount jurisdictian over all the proceedings of the day." 

From the part taken by Mr. Beckford in this affair, there is 
good reason to believe that he was guided in it by his political 
mentor. — ^Mr. Beckford and Mr. Home both apply the word 
imnocent ironically to lord Holland. ''In vindication of an 
innocent man," says Mr. Beckford in his letter of July 15. Mr. 
Home, in a letter to Mr. Onslow, July 28, says, ^ If with an- 
other innocent man, lord Holland," &c. In both cases the word 
innocent is printed, in Woodfall's edition, in small capitals. 

Mr. Stephens gives the following account of the connection 
of these gentlemen. 

^ Mr. Home's acquaintance with Mr. Beckford commenced 
at an early period, and they lived for many years in great inti- 
macy together, idem sentire de republicay being on that, as on 
most similar occasions, a bond of union between two liberal 
and ingenious minds. The alderman was a man of plain, solid 
ttnder8tanding,butwas not accomplished; he,hovirever,possessed 
good sense enough to recur to the readier talents of his friend, 
<H» several trying occasions. He died during his second mayor- 
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ahy, in I770» atrthe age of sixty-five, and the grateful citizens 
have erected a statue to his honor, on the base of whidi is 
inscribed the celebrated reply composed by Mr. Home. 

On turning to Miller^s history for the year 1T71, 1 find the 
fbOowing remarks. 

**At that period the freemen of LcHidon seemed to Imve 
suspended all exercise of their own will, as well as of their 
own reason ; and while they flattered themselves with the idea 
of setting an example of pcdilic spirit to the whole kingdom, 
they were in fact the abject, senseless tools of a few fieictious 
demagogues. After Beckford's death, Crosby, Sawbridge, 
Townsend, Wilkes, and Oliver, succeeded to the asiensibk 
directi(m of all the city proceedings. In the first month of 
Crosby's mayoralty, another remonstrance in the usual strain, 
and tfa« third of the kind delivered in the same year, was agreed 
to, cliiefly throo^ aklerraan Sawbridg^s persuasion." 

Alderman Sawhridge, as well as Mr. Beckford, appears to 
have been under the entire guidance of the master spirit behind 
the scene. The mysterious Junius directed and governed all 
their movements. 

After printing the documents respecting lord Holland, Mr. 
Woodftll inserts an account of the dispute of Home with 
George Onslow, including all the letters that passed between 
the parties; the whole comprinng seventeen close printed 
pages in brevier type. The slight notice taken of these cases 
by Junius in the foi^going note to Woodfall, can certainly form 
no sufllcient reason for introducing these papers in this place, 
upon any other grbund than their forming a part of the political 
works of Junius. And when it is considered that the plan of 
the work was devised by the author, it irresistibly follows that 
Junius bore a principal part in the foregoing transactions. 

The aforesaid documents, it wiQ be observed, are printed in 
notes ; and Mr. Woodfall says, in his advertisement, that, 
^ though some of them (the explanatory notes) are longer than 
he cocdd have wished, yet from the cnrcumstance of their havbig 
fceoi written tii asiswer to JeUersfrtjm Junius^ he has thought it 
ffMO desinMe that they should appear in the form in winch 
Ihey are nowofiered, thanbe pressed into the text of the work, 
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by which means the present size must have been very con- 
side rably extended ; and the plan as devised by the author y have 
been in some instances departed from/' 

That Mr. Onslow's letters were '' written in answer to letters 
from Jimius," I fully believe, and that, if they had not been, 
they never would have appeared in Mr. Woodfall's collection 
of the political works of that author. 

No. 6. 

Sunday, August 6, 1769. 

Sir, — The spirit of your letter* convinces me that you are a 
much better writer than most of tlie people whose works you 
publish. Whether you have guessed well or ill, must be left to 
our future acquaintance. For the matter of assistance, be 
assured, that if a question should arise upon^any writings of 
mine, you shall not want it. Yet you see how things go, and I 
fear my assistance would not avail you much. For the other 
points of printing, &c. it does not depend on us at present. My 
own works you shall constantly have, and in point of money, 
be assured you shall never suffer. I wish tlie enclosedf to be 
announced to-morrow conspicuously for Tuesday. I am not 
capable of writing any thing more finished. Your friend, C. 

Your Veridicus is Mr. Whitworth. I assure you I have not 
confided in him. 

No 7. 

Wednesday night, Aug. 16, 1769. 

Sir, — ^I have been some days in the country, and could not 
conveniently send for your letter until this night Your correc- 
tion was perfectly right, the sense required it, and I am much 
obliged to you. When I spoke of innumerable blunders, I 
meant Newberry's pamphlet; for I must confess that upon 
the whole your papers are very correctly printed. 

Do with my letters exactly what you please. I should think 
that, to make a better figure than Newberry, some others of 
my letters may be added, and so throw out a hint, that you have 



* The substance of Mr. Woodfall's reply to Private Letter, No S, is not knofrn. 
f Jimiia, Letter zx. 
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reason to suspect they are by the same aadior. If you culopt 
this plan, I shall point out those which I would recommend ; 
for you know, I do not, nor indeed have I time to give equal 
care to them all. 

I know Mr. Onslow perfectly. He is a false silly feUow. 
Depend upon it, he will get nothing but shame by contending 
with Home. 

I believe I need not assure you, that I have never written in 
any other paper since Ibegan with yours. As to Juniu8,Imu8t 
wait for fresh matter, as this is a character I must keep up with 
credit Avoid prosecutions if you can ; but above all things, 
avoid the houses of Parliament, — ^there is no contending with 
them. At present you are safe, for this house of conunons has 
{ost all dignity, and dare not do any thing. Adieu, C. 

• No. 8. 

■ (Priwtte.) Sept. 10, 1769. 

Sir, — ^The last letter you printed was idle and improper, and 
I assure you printed against my own opinion.* The truth is, 
there are people about me, whom I would wish not to con- 
tradict, and who would rather see Junius in the papers ever so 
improperly than not at all. I wish it could be recdled. Sup- 
pose you were to say ^ We have some reason to suspect that 
the last letter signed Junius in this paper, was not written by 
the real Junius, though the observation escaped us at the time f 
or if you can hit ofTaiiy thing yourself more plausible, you will 
much oblige me, but without a positive assertion. Don't let it be 
the same day with the enclosed. Begging your pardon for this 
trouble, I remain your friend and humble servant, C. 

No. 9. 

(PrivaU.) Friday night, Sept. 15, 1769. 

Sir, — ^I Beg you will to-morrow advertise Junius to another 
duke in our nexL'\ If Monda}^s paper be engaged, then let it 

* it oocars in the Miscellaneous Letters, No. lis. In the genuine editieo it 
was omitted for the reason which the author has here specified."£<{i 

This was in answer to a letter purporting to be the production of a female, and 
signed Jimia. Junius, in his answer, indulges in indecent wit and ribaldry un- 
becoming his standing as a political writer. — Jim. Ed, 

t This note had reference to the letter to bis graco the duke of Bedford, 
Junius, No. 3UIII. 
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be for Tuesday, but not advertised till Monday. You shall have 
it some time to-morrow night. It cannot be corrected and 
copied sooner, I mean to make it worth printing. Yours, C. 

No. 10. 

Thursday night, Oct. 5, 1769. 

I shall be glad to see the pacquet you speak of.* It cannot 
come from the Cavendishes, though there be no end of the 
family. They would not be so silly as to put their arms on the 
cover. As to me, be assured that it is not in the nature of 
things, that they, or you, or any body else should ever know 
me, unless I make myself known. All arts or inquiries, or 
rewards, would be equally ineffectual. 

As to youy it is clearly my opinion, that you have nothing to 
fear from the duke of Bedford. I reserve some things expressly 
to awe him, in case he should think of bringing you before the 
house of lords. — ^I am sure I can threaten him privately with 
such a storm, as would make him tremble even in his grave. 
You may send to-morrow to the same place without farther 
notice ; and if you have any tlung of your own to communicate, 
I shall be glad to hear it. C. 

No. 11. 

Nov. 8, 1760 

Sir^ — ^I have been out of town for three weeks, and though I 
got your last, could not conveniently answer it. Be so good as 
to signify to A. B. C, either by word of mouth, or in your own 
hand, '' that his papers are received, and that I should have been 
ready to do him the service he desires ; but at present it would 
be quite useless to the parties, and might offend some persons 
who must not be offended.'' As to Mr. Mortimer, only make 
him some civil excuse. 

I should be much obliged to you, if you would reprint (and 
in the front page, if not improper or incmivenient) a letter in the 
London Evening Post of last night, to the duke of 6rafton.t If 
it had not been anticipated, I should have touched upon the 

* The nataie of this oommunication is not knowi)'. 
t See Miacellaaeoiui Letters, No. ui. 
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subject myself. However, it is not ill done, and it is very mate- 
rial that it should spread. The person alluded to is lord D^bigh. 
I should think you might venture him with a D. As it stands 
few people can guess who is meant. The only thing that hinders 
my pushing the subject of my last letter, is really the fear of 
ruining that poor devil Gansel, and these other blockheads*— 
But as 60<»i as a good subject offers. — ^Your types really want 
mending. C. 

No. 12. 

Nov. 12, 1769. 

Sir, — I return you the letters you sent me yesterday. A 
man who can neither write common English, nor spell, is hardly 
worth attending to. It is probably a trap for me. t should 
be glad, however, to know what the fool means. If he writes 
again, open his letter, and if it contains any thing worth my 
knowing, send it : otherwise not. Instead of C. in the usual 
place, say only A Letter when you have occasion to write to 
me again. — ^I shall understand you. C. 

No. 13. 

Thursday, Nov. 16, 1769. 

As I do not choose to answer for any bod/s sins but my 
own, I must desire you to say to-morrow, '' We can assure the 
public that the letter signed A. B. relative to the Duke of Rut- 
land, is not written by the author of Junius."* I sometimes 
change my signature, but could have no reason to change the 
paper, especially for one that does not circulate half so much 
as yours. C. 

For the future, open all letters to me, and don't send them, 
unless of importance. — ^I can give you light about Veridicus. 

C. 

No 14. 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 1769. 

I would wish the paper (No. 3.) might be advertised for 
Tuesday.f 

* See MisceUancous Lotten, No. lxi. and note ♦ appended to it 
t The paper here referred to is the Letter of Juniufl^ No. zxut. 
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By way of intelligence you may inform the public that Mr. 
De la Fontaine,/or his secret services in the AUey^ is appointed 
Barrack-master to the Savoy. 

I hope A. B. C. has got his papers again. 

No. 15. 

Dec. 12, 1769. 

Sir, — ^You may tell Mr. A. B. C. tliat I did not receive his 
letter till last night, and have not had time to look into the paper 
annexed. I cannot at present understand what use I can 
make of it. It certainly shaU not be an ungenerous one to him. 
If he or his counsel know how to act, 1 have saved him already, 
and really without intending it. The facts are all literally tnie. 
Mr. Hine's place is Customer at the port of Exeter. Colonel 
Burgoyne received 4D00Z. for it. To mend the matter, the 
money was raised by contribution, and the subscribers quartered 
upon Mr. Hine. Among the rest, one Doctor Brook, a physi* 
cian at Exeter, has 100/. a year out of the salary. I think you 
might give these particulars in your own way to the public* 
As to yourself, I am convinced the ministry will not venture to 
attack you, they dare not submit to such an inquiry. If they 
do, show no fear, but tell them plainly you will justify, and 
subpoena Mr. Hine, Bui^yne, and Bradshaw of the treasury^— 
that will silence them at once. — ^As to the house of commons, 
there may be more danger. But even there I am fully satisfied 
the ministry vrill exert themselves to quash such an inquiry, and 
on the other side you will have friends : — ^but they have been so 
grossly abused on all sides, that they will hardly begin with you. 

Tell A. B. C. his paper shall be returned. I am now medi- 
tating a capital, and I hope a final piece ; — ^you shall hear of it 

ihortly.f 

No. 16. 

Dec. 19, 1769. 

. . 

For material affection, for God's sake read maternal ; it is in 
the sixth pafagraph.;|; The rest is excellently done. 



.^ 



* The &et8 were given to the public by Junius himself in Letter xxxit. And 
are indeed touched upon more than once in hie subsequent letters, 
t He refers^ to the letter to the king, Juniusi No. xxxt. 
t Letter to the king. 

It appean by Wheble*t editon, that thii letter waa originally addreiaed to tiie kiBf i aoA not* 
a« now printed , to the Printer of the Pabtie AdTertiier.— .4iii. Ed. 
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No. 17. 

Dec. 26, 1709. 

Sir, — ^With the enclosed alterations I should think our paper 
ini^t appear.* As to emboweUing, do whatever you think 
proper, provided you leave it intelligible to vulgar capacities ; 
but would not it be the shortest way at once to print it, in an 
anonymous pamphlet? judge for yourself. I enter seriously 
into the anxiety of your situation, at the same time I am strongly 
inclined to think that you will not be called upon.t They 
cannot do it without subjecting Hine's affair to an inquiry, 
which would be worse than death to the minister. As it i8> 
they are more seriously stabbed with this last stroke than all 
the rest. — ^At any rate, stand firm — (I mean with all the humble 
appearances of contrition) — ^if you trim or falter, you will lose 
friends without gaining others. A. B. C. has done right ip 
publishing his letter, it defends him more effectually than all his 
nonsense. — I beheve I shall give him a hft, for I really think 
he has been punished infinitely beyond his merits. — ^I doubt 
much whether I shall ever have the pleasure of knowing you ; 
but if things take the turn I expect, you shall know me hy mf 
works. C. 

No. 18. 

{Private.) Jan. 12, 1770. 

Sir, — ^I desired A. B. C. not to write to me until I gave him 
notice, he must therefore blame himself, if the detention of his 
papers has been inconvenient to him. Pray tell hun this, and 
that he shall have them in a day or two. I shall also keep my 
promise to him,;]; but to do it inmiediately would be useless to 
Mm, and unadviseable with respect to myself. I believe you 



'^ This paper is >uppo9ed to have been totally suppreasedi the alterations in- 
troduced into it, not having perfaftpa satisfied the printer of his safety in publish- 
ing it, as the signal of a private communication from him to the author appeared 
in the p. A. of the next day. 

t The printer was threatened by the minister with prosecution for publishing 
the letter of Junius, No. xxxiii. and the court of King's Bench was actually 
moved on his behalf; but probably for the reason mentioned above, the threat 
was never executed. 

{ See Junius, No. xxziii. and xxxvi. for an explanation of the fact and papers 
h«re referred to. 
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may banish yoor fears. The information* will only be for a 
misdemeanor, and I am advised that no jury, especially in these 
times, will find it I suspect the channel through which you 
have your intelligence. It will be earned on coldly. You 
must not write to me again, but be assured I will never desert 
you. I received your letters regularly, but it viras impossible 
to answer them sooner. You shall hear from me again shortly. 

No. 19. 

iPrivaie,) Beginning of Feb. 1770. 

Sir, — ^When I consider to what excessive enmities I may be 
exposed, you will not wonder at my caution. I really have not 
known how to procure your last. If it be not of any great 
moment, I would wish you to recall it. If it be, give me a hint. 
If your affair should come to a trial,t and you should be found 
guilty, you will then let me know what expense falls particularly 
on yourself; for I understand you are engaged with other 
proprietors. Some way or other you shall be reimbursed. But 
seriously and banafide^ I think it is impossible. C. 

No. 20. 

About Feb. 14, 1770. 

I have carefully perused the information. It is so loose 
and ill-drawn, that I am persuaded Mr. De Grey could not have 
had a hand in it. Their inserting the whole, proves they had 
no strong passages to fix on. I still think it will not be tried. If 
it should, it is not possible tor a jury to find you guilty. 

No. 21. 

Saturday, March 17, 1770. 

To-morrow before twelve you shall have a Junius, it will be 
absolutely necessary that it should be published on Monday. 

* The infonnation was for publishing the letter to the king. 

t The trial here referred to is stated more fully in another part of this publican 
tion, and alludes to an information filed by the attoroey-general, in consequence 
of the printer's having published the letter of Junius to the king. The copy of 
the information was procured in Hilary term, 1770, and the trial took place at 
Qoildhally June 13th following. The costs to theg^rinter in defending himself 
thou^ ultimately succesaiuly amounted to about 1201. a somewhat heavy fine 
for a, person not found guilty. % 
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Would it be possible to give notice of* it to-night or to- 
morrow, by dispersing a few Jumd-biUs f Pray do whatever 
you think will answer this purpose best, for now is the crisis.* 

No. 22. 

Sunday, March 18, 1770. 

This letter is written wide, and I suppose will not fill two 
columns. For OocTs sake let it appear to-morrow. I hope you 
received my note of yesterday. 

Lord Chatham is determined to go to the Hall to support the 
Westminster remonstrance.f I have no doubt that we shall 
conquer them at last, C. 

The reader is now referred to Junius's letter, No. 37, dated 
March 19, 1770, also Miscellaneous letter, No. 70 — pages 18S 
and 183 this volume, and the account there given of the peti- 
tions and remonstrances got up by John Home, and seriously 
asked, if he can distinguish the one from the other by their 
acts? , 

^' Ye shall know them by their fruits,'' is a monition that may 
be observed with equal success in ascertaining political as well 
as moral character, and, in the present instance, seems to be the 
only attainable test. 

The anxiety expressed by Junius in the two private notes 
to Woodfall, No. 21 and 22, as well as the letters referred 
to, shows that he was not exceeded in the person of Mr. Home 
in zeal to obtain the object contended for. The letter signed 
Junius, had particular reference to the London remonstrance 
of March 14, 1770. On the 23d of May follovring, another was 
presented to his majesty from the same quarter, drawn up 
by John Home. 

Junius, in a letter to Wilkes, says, ** I am far from condemning 
the late addresses to the throne. They ought to be incessantly 



* The letter referred to, b printed Junine, No. xxxrii. 

t Agreed upon at a general meeting of the electors of the city and liberty of 
Weatmioater, assembled in Westminster Hall, in consequence of their petition 
to his majesty, requesting him to dissolve the parUament, having been rejected* 
The following is a copy of the remonstrance : — [Here the copy is inserted,] 
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repeated. The people, by the singular situation of their affairs, 
are compelled to do the duty of the house of commons." 

No. 23. 

iPrtwOe) Friday Mom. Oct. 19, 1770. 

By your afiected silence, you encourage an idle opinion that 
1 am the author of the A^Atg*,* &c. though you very well know 
the contrary. I neither admire the writer nor his idol. I hope 
you will soon set this matter right. C. 

No. 24. 

Monday Eveningr, Nov. 12, 1770. 

Su*, — ^The enclosedf though begun within these few days, 
has been greatly labored. It is very correctly copied, and I 
beg you will take care that it be literally printed as it stands. 
I don't think you can run the least risque. We have got the 
rascal down, let us strangle him if it be possible. This paper 
should properly have appeared to-morrow, but I could not 
compass it, so let it be announced to-morrow, and printed 
Wednesday. If you should have any fears, I entreat you send 
it early enough to Miller, to appear to-morrow night in the 
London Evening Post In that case, you will oblige me by 
informing the public to-morrow, in your own paper, that a real 
Junius will appear at night in the London. — ^Miller, I am sure, 
will have no scruples. 

Lord ManslSeld has thrown ministry into confusion, by sud- 
denly resigning the office of speaker of the house of lords. 



* This letter was printed in the Pnblie AdTeitieer under the Signature of a 
Whig and an Englishman, Oct 1 1, 1770, and refers chiefly to the American Stamp 
Act, and the opinion of lord Chatham, whom the author panegyrized in very 
warm terms. The same writer had already published several other letters in the 
same name ; and the printer, in compliance with the request of Junius, gave the 

following notice — 

" The printer thinks it his duty to declare, that the letters which have iqppeax^ 
ed in this paper under the signature of « Whig and an EngUskman, were not 
written by the author of those agned Junius. 

t Letter zu. Junius to the Right Hon. lord Mansfield. 



374 LETTERS OP JUNIUS 

No. 25. 

Wednesday Night, Nov. 21, 1770.* 

I shall be very glad to hear from your friend at Guildhall.— 

You may, if you think proper, give my compliments to him, and 

tell him, if it be possible, I will make use of any materials he 

will give me. I will never rest till 1 have destroyed or expelled 

that wretch. — I wish you joy of yesterday, — The fellow truckles 

already.f C. 

No. 26. 

Friday, 1 o'clock, Dec. 7, 1770. 

I wish it were possible for you to print the enclosed tg- 
morrow,]; observe the italics strictly where they are marked. 
Why don't I hear from Guildhall. — If he trifles vdth me, he 
shall hear of it.§ C. 

No. 27. 

January 2,1771. 

Sir, — I have received your mysterious epistle, I dare say a 
letter may safely be left at the same place : but you may change 
the direction to Mr. John Fretley. You need not advertise it. 

Yours, C. 
No. 28. 

Jan. 16,1771. 

You may assure the public that a squadron of four ships 
of the line is ordered to be got ready with all passible expedition 
for the East. Indies. It is to be commanded by Commodore 
Spry. Without regarding the language of ignorant or inter- 
ested people, depend upon the assurance / give you, that every 
man in administration looks upon war as inevitable. 



* On the outside of this note was written, ** the enclosed strikes deeper than 
you may imagine. C* The letter here referred to, is printed in the MisoeDa- 
neous Collection, No lzxviii. and is subscribed TesUeuhu, 

t In allusion to the unanimous judgment of the court of King's Bench, on the 
verdict for printing the letter to the king, given Nov. SOth. 1770 ; by which lord 
Mansfield lost his object, and the printer was granted a new trial. 

t The paper here referred to, is Miscellaneous Letter, No. uuuz. signed Dih 
tmtoi, and was printed a^ requested. 

§ The allusion is to a communication between the writer and Mr. Wilkes 
which had been promised by the latter, but had not been at this time received. 
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No, 29. 

Thursday, Jan. 31, 1771, 

The paper is extremely well printed, and has a great effect ;* 
it is of the utmost importance to the public cause that the doors 
of the house of lords should be opened on Tuesday next, perhaps 
the following may help to shame them into it. 

We hear that the ministry intend to lAove for opening the 
doors of both houses of parliament on Tuesday next, in the 
usual manner, being desirous that the nation should be exactly 
informed of their whole conduct in the business of Falkland 
Island. 

(Next day.) 

The nation expect, that on Tuesday next at least, both houses 
will be open as usual, otherwise there will be too much reason 
to suspect, that the proceedings of the ministry have been such 
as will not bear a public discussion. 

We hear that the ministry intend to move, that no gentleman 
may be refused admittance into either house on Tuesday next. 
Lord North in particular thinks it touches his character, to have 
any part of his conduct concealed from the nation. 

The resolution of the ministry to move for opening both 
houses on Tuesday next does them great honor. If they were 
to do otherwise, it would raise and justify suspicions very 
disadvantageous to their own reputation, and to the king's 
honor. Pray keep it up. C. 

No. 30. 

Tuesday Noon, Feb. 6, 1771. 
Sir, — ^I did not receive your letter until this day. I shall be 
very glad to hear what you have to communicate. C. 

You need not advertise any notice. 

No. 31. 

Monday, Feb. 11.1771. 

Our^correspondence is attended with difficulties, yet I should 
be glad to see the paper you mention ; let it be left to-morrow 



"^ It refers to Junius, No slii. For the nature of the subject alluded to, see 
the letter, and the notes subjoined to it ^ as also Miscellaoeous Letters, No. 
LxiXTUi. and the note in explanation. 



^ 
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\ vnthoutfurther notice. I am seriously of opinion that it will all 

^ end in smoke.* C. 

No. 32. 

Monday Feb. 18,1771. 

If you are not grown too ministerial in your politics, I sball 
hope to see the enclosed announced to-morrow and published 
on Wednesday.! 

No. 33. 

Feb. 21, 1771. 

Sir, — ^It will be very difficult, if not impracticable, for me to 

get your note. I presume it relates to Vindex.]: I leave it to 

you to alter or omit as you think proper ; — or bum it, — ^I think 

the ailment about 6ibraltar,§ &c, is too good to be lost ; as 

^ to the satirical part, I must tell you, (and with positive certainty,) 

that our gracious — — - is as callous as stockfish to every thing 



* In reference to a notice from the Attorney-General for publishing letter of 
Junina, Na Lxii. but which waa never ftirther proceeded upon. 

t This note accompanied No. xc of the Miacellaneoua Letters. The printer 
had some scruples about publishing the whole of it ; and in the Public Advertiser 
of Feb. 29, gave the usual mark, ** A Letter," that a private letter was in waiting 
upon this subject In consequence of which the subsequent note was received, 
dated Feb. 21. 

I The following is a copy of the letter which Mr. Woodfall addressed to the 
author under the feigned name of Mr. John Fretley, and directed it to him at the 
New Exchange Coffee-house, in the Strand. 

^ Sir, — ^To have deserved any portion of your good opinion, afibrdsme no small 
degree of satisfaction — to preserve it shall be my constant endeavour. Always 
wiUing to oblige you as much as lies in my powerj I, with great avidity, open your 
letters ; and sometimes, without reading the contents, promise the publication.— 
Such is my present situation, and I hope you will not be ofiended at my declining 
to publish your letter, as I am convinced the subject of it must, if I was to insert 
it, render me liable to very severe reprehension. Tliat I am not grown too 
ministerial in my polities, every day's paper will, I hope, sufficiently evince ; 
though I rather hope some little regard to prudence will not by you be deemed 
squeami&hness, or tend to lessen me in your opinion, as I shall ever think myself 
your much obliged humble servant, HENRY SAMPSON WOODFALL." 

FA. 19, 1771. 

" P. S. I shall wut your directions what to do with the paper in question, as I 
did not chose to trust it under cover till I was further acquainted with your 
pleasure.** 

§ For the explanation of this passage, see Miscellaneous Letters, No* so. 
signed Ftntfcv. 
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but the reproach of cowardice. That alone is able to set the 
humours afloat After a paper of that kind he won't eat meat 
for a week. 

You may rely upon it, the ministry are sick of proseci^ons. 

Those against Junius cost the treasury above six "thousand 

pounds, and after all they got nothing but disgrace. After the 

pi^r you have printed to-day, (signed Brutus*) one would 

think you feared nothing. For my own part I can very truly 

assure you that nothing would afllict me more than to have 

drawn you into a personal danger, because it admits of no 

recompense. A little expense is not to be regarded, and I 

hope these papers have reimbursed you. I never will send 

you any thing that / think dangerous, but the risquef is yours, 

and you must determine for yourself. C. 

All the above is private. 

No. 34. 

Friday noon, April, 19, 1771. 
I hope you wiU approve of announcing the inclosed Junius 
to-morrow,]; and publishing iton Monday. If, for any reasons 
that do not occur to me, you should think it unadvisable to print 
it as it stands, I must entreat the favor of you to transmit it to 
Bingley, and satisfy him that it is a real Junius, worth a North 
Briton Extraordinary. It will be impossible for me to have an 
opportunity of altering any part of it. I am, very truly, your 
friend. C. 

No. 35. 

Thursday, June 20, 1 77 1 . 

I am strangely partial to the enclosed.^ It is finished with 
the utmost care. If I find myself mistaken in my judgment of 
this paper, I positively will never write again. C. 



* This letter was addressed to lord North. 

t This peculiarity is the author's. 

I Junius, letter xlit. which was printed as requested. 

§ " Junius, No. zLix. to the duke of Grafton.** It is necessary to inform tbe 
reader, that Mr. 6. Woodfall, in his edition of 1818, has added a letter to the 
series of Junius, numbered 46. Therefore the letters referred to in these notetf 
exceeding that number, will be one number less in the common editions^ than 

48 
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Let it be iiuioaiioedtoinorrow, Junius to the duke of Giafion 
for Saturday. 

I think Wilkes has closed well. I hope he will keep his 
resolution not to write any more.* 

No. 36. 

July 16, mi. 

To jMrevent any unfair use being made of the enclosed, I 
intreat you to keep a copy of it Then seal and deliver it to 
Mr. Home. I presume you know where he is to be found.t 

C. 

This trifling is really ridiculous. Junius presumes that Mr. 
Woodfall knew where Mr. Home was to be found • There was 
not a pobtical man in the kingdom that did not know the resi- 
dence of Mr. Home. To pretend that the letter was not 
intended for the press, is an outrage upon the conunon sense of 
the pubUc. There is an appearance oi trick in this manage- 
ment that is actually disgusting, because one cannot avoid 
feeling it as an insult ofiered to his understanding. Hie remark 
of Junius in the preceeding note, in respect to Wilkes, contains 
the seme quaint, presumptuous attempt at imposition. 

No. 37. 

August 15, ini. 
Pray make an erratum for tdtimate in the paragraph about 
the dukeof 6rafion,it should be intimate^ the rest isvery correct^ 
If Mr. Home answers this letter handsomely and in point, he 
shall be my great Apollo. 

No. 38. 

WednMday noon, Sept S5, 1771. 

The enclosed is of such importance, so very material, that it 
must be given to the public immediately.^ 



here specified. For instance, No. 49 refers to No. 48 in Uiese editioiM. Tkif 
innovation was the less called for, as the letter hero introduced is printed entire, 
in a note, VoLL page 136, Philadelphia copy.— .An. Ed. 

* tn allusion to the dispute between Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Home. 

t Note enclosing JnmQS>s letter to the Rev. Mr. Home, No. ui. 

t Junhi^ Letter uv. 

$ Theletter referred to is Junius, No. tvii. 
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I wiU not advise ; thougb I think you perfectly safe t — all I 
say is, that / rely upon your care to have it printed either to- 
morrow in your own paper, or to-night in the Pecquet. 

I have not been able to get yours from that place, but you 
shall hear from me soon. 

No. 39. 

About Nov. 5,1771. 

Your reasons are very just about printing the Preface, &c. 
It is your own affair. Do whatever you think f»t>per. I am 
convinced that the book will sell, and I suppose will make two 
volumes, — the type might be one size larger than Wheble's. 
But of all this you are the best judge. I think you should give 
money to the waiters at that place to make them more attentive.* 
The notes should be in smaller type. 

Pray find out, if you can, upon what day the late duke of 
Bedford was flogged on the course of Litchfield by Mr. Heston 
Humphrey.f 

No. 40. 

Friday, Nov. 8, 1771. 

The above to that Scotchman should be printed conspicuously 
to-morrow.;( At last I have concluded my great work, and I 
assure you with no small labor. I would have you begin to 
advertise immediately, and publish before the meeting of parlia- 
ment ; let all my papers in defence of Junius be inserted.$ I 
shall now supply you very fast with copy and notes. The 
paper and type should at least be as good as Wheble's.|| You 
must correct the press yourself but I should be glad to see 
corrected proofs of the two first sheets. Show the Dedication 
and Preface to Mr. Wilkes, and if he has any material objec- 
tion, let me know. I say materialy because of the difllcuhy of 
getting your letter. C. 



* A eofie^-hoDse at which letters, He. were left for Janiw. 
f See Jimina> letter xxiu. 

I See letters of Junius, No. lxvi, 

{ The letters signed PhUo-Jmiui; those numbered Lxuuand lxit. and the 
extncta from the letters to the supporters of the Bill of Rights. 

II The present respectshle proprietor and publisher of the County Chronicle* 



X 

^ 



48ft liXnTEBS OP jmiDS 

(Sttret.) 

Beware of David Gairick«* he was sent to pump you, and 
went directly to Richmond to tell the king 1 should write no 
ipore. The Dedication must stand first 

No. 41. 

To Mr. D(wid Garick. 

Nov. 10, 1771. 

I am very exactly informed of your impertinent inquiries, 
9nd of the information you so busily sent to Richmond, and with 
what triumph and exultation it was received. I knew every 
particular of it the next day. — ^Now mark me, vagabond. — 
Keep to your pantomimes, or be assured you shall hear of it. 
Meddle no more, thou busy informer I — ^It is in my power to 
make you curse the hour in which you dared to interfere with 

JUNIUS. 

I would send the above to Garrick directly, but that I wouU 
avoid having this hand too commonly seen. Oblige me, then, 
go much as to have it copied in any hand, and sent by the 
penny post, that is if you dislike sending it in your own writing. 
I must be more cautious than ever.' I am sure I should not 
survive a discovery three days ; or, if I did, they would attaint 
me by bill. Change to the Somerset Coffee-house^ and let no 
mortal know the alteration. I am persuaded you are too 
honest a man to contribute in any way to my destruction. Act 
honorably by me^ and at a proper time you shall know me. 

I think the second page, with the widest lines, looks best. 
What is your essential reason for the change ? I send you 
some more sheets. — ^I think the paper not so good as Wheble's, 
— ^but I may be mistaken — ^the type is good. The aspersions 



* Ganick had recehred a letter from Woodfrll just before the above note of 
Joniua was aent to the Printer, in which Garrick was told, in confidence, that 
there were aome doubts whether Junios would continue to write much lonj^er. 
Garrick flew with the intelligence to Mr. Ramus, one of the pages to the king, 
who immediately conyeyed it to his majeaty, at that time residing at Richmond, 
andfrom the peculiar sources </ information that were open to this cxtraordinaiy 
writer, Junina was apprised ef the whole tranaaction on the ensuing raoming, 
and wrote the above postscript, and the letter that follows it, in ccmsequenoe. 
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thrown upon my letter to the Bill of Rights should be refuted 
by publication. 

Prevail upon Mr. Wilkes to let you have extract^ of my 
second and third letters to him. It will make the book still 
more new. I would see them before they are printed, but 
keep this last to yourself.* 

No. 42. 

Nov. 11, 1771. 

Print the following as you think proper, and at the head of 
your [)aper. f 

I sent you three sheets of copy last night. 

When you send to me, instead of the usual signal, say, Vindex 
shaUbe considered, and keep the alteration a secret to every 
body. 

No. 43. 

About Nov. 15,1771. 

If you can find the date of the Duke of Bedford's flogging 
insert it in the note.;]; I think it was soon after the Westminster 
election. — The Philos are not to be placed as notes, except 
where I mention it particularly. I have no doubt of what you 
Bay about David Garrick — so drop the note. The truth is, that 
in order to curry favor, he made himself a greater rascal than 
he was. Depend upon what I tell you ; — the king understood 
that he had found out the secret by his own cunning and 
activity. — ^As it is important to deter him from meddling, I 
desire you will tell him that I am aware of his practices, and 
will certainly be revenged, if he does not desist. An appeal to 
the public from Junius would destroy him. 

Let me know whether Mr. Wilkes will give you the extracts. 

I cannot proceed without answers to those seven queries. 

Think no more of Junius Americanu8.§— Let him reprint his 



* On the outmde of this letter was written ** private and particular." 

t Certain paragraphs relating to the marriage of the late duke of Cumberiand. 

t See note to letter xziti. 

§ Junhis Americanus was a freqnent writer in the Public Advertiser daring 
the yean 1769, 1770, and 1771. His letters chiefly related, as his signature 
readily suggests, to the disputes of the cabinet with the American colonies ; and 
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letters himself. He acts most dishonorably, in snflfering Jwaka 
to be so traduced ; but tkisfalsehood will aU revert upon Home. 
In the mean time, I laugh at Mm. 

With submission I think it is not for your interest to declare 
that I have done. 

As to yourself, I really think you are in no danger. You are 
not the object, and punishing you (unless it answered the pur- 
pose of stopping the press) would be no gratification to the 
king. If undesignedly I should send you any thing you may 
think dangerous, judge for yourself, or take any opinion you think 
proper. You cannot offend or afflict me but by hazarding your 
own safety. They talk of farther informations, but they will 
always hold that language in terrorem. 

Don't always use the same signal — any absurd Latin verse 
will answer the purpose. 

Let me know about what time you may want more copy. 

Upon reflection, I think it absolutely necessary to send that 
note to D. 6.* only say practices instead o( impertinent inquiries. 
I think you have no measures to keep with a man who could 
betray a confidential letter, for so base a purpose as pleasing 

. Tell me how long it may be before you want 

more copy. — ^I want rest most severely, and am going to find it 
in the country for a few days. Cumbriensist has taken greatly. 

No. 44. 

November 27, irri. 

The postscript to Titus must be omitted. — ^I did never qae»- 

II ■ ■ ■ I ■' '-- -■ ■ II I ■■ I 

in the oonrae of his strictures, be attributod to Jonius doctrines, in relation to 
their dependence on the legislature of Great Britain, which he had never avowed, 
nor even inclined to. At this time there was some idea of publiihing them col- 
lectively. Thej were written by a Dr. Cbaries Lee, as may be seen by a refer- 
ence to the private correspondence of Jonius sad Mr. Wilkes.^'fdL 

Bftr. Wood&ll often makes very nndom assertions. Some of the Letten of 
Junius certainly did advocate the doctrine, that the American colonies were as 
dependent on the legislature of Great Britain as the mother coontiy itseK — 
See p. 87, this volame.— wim. Ed. 

* David Garrick. See No. 41. 

t See BfisceUanoooB Letters* Na en. it was printed in thePablic AdveitiMT, 
Nov.l3th» 1771, npon the marriage of the late duke of Comberiaiid witkMir 
Hortoii) the sister of col. Lnttrell. 
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tba your imdentanding. Far otherwise. The Latin word 
nmpiex conveys to me an amiable character, and never denotes 
folly. Though we may not be deficient in point of capacity, it 
is very possible that neither of us may be cunning enough for 
Mr. Garrick. But with a sound heart, be assured you are 
better gifted, even for worldly happiness, than if you had been 
cursed with the abilities of a Mansfield. After long experience 
of the world, I aflkm before God, I never knew a rogue who 
was not unhappy. 

Your account of my leUer to the BUI of Bights astonishes me. 
I always thoughtthe misrepresentation had been the workofMr. 
Home. I vnU not trust myseif with suspecting. The remedy is 
in my own hands, but, for Mr. Wilkes's honor, I wish it to come 
fireely and honorably from himself. Publish nothing of mine nhiil 
I have seen it In the mean time be assured, that nothing can 
be more express, than my declaration against long parliaments. 
Try Mr. Wilkes once more — speak for me in a most friendly 
hnijhrm tone, — that I vntt not submit to be any longer aspersed. 
"^Betuxen ourselves^ let me recommend it to you to be much upon 
your guard with patriots.* I fear your friend Jerry Dyson will 
lose his Irish pension. Say received. 

In page 35, it should be the instead of your,t this is a woeful 
mistake ;*^ray take care for the fiiture— keep a page for errata. 

David Gkurrick has literally forced me to break my resohitian 
of writing no more.!( 



Junius had committed himself by an unguarded expres- 
sion, evidently through inadvertence, in his letter No. 43. His 
multiplicity of employments at this time is the only apology for 
this faux pas. He had just concluded a long private corres- 
pondence with Wilkes, his last letter to him being dated the 
9th of November, a few days before he committed this blunder. 



* Mr. Home had ezperieiic«d to hii sorrow the gad elfecta of htfl confidence 
ia the jMfrM, Wllhee.<-.Aii. £A 

t la the opeaiaaef the letter of Jimiiie, No. m. it ww migbnlly pnnted m the 
gflaaine editioo, **Toar defenoe^** Ac In the present editioD the correction bafi 
been doly adopted. 

t The letter aUuded to is Junius, No. lztii. 
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The same hoax had passed current with Wilkes, andhe pny 
bably had him in his mind when he wrote the passage alluded to. 
I refer to his saying, '' But this/obeAood will all revert upon 
Home. In the mean time, / laugh at him." 

Junius, no doubt, had many hearty laughs, not at Home, but 
at the gullibility of the public. In this case, however, he appears 
to have carried the joke too far. Woodfall must have beea 
astonished at this unceremonious introduction of Home as a 
scape goat, to bear the sins of Wilkes and the Bill of Rights 
Society ; when he knew, and it was known to all England, that 
Wilkes and Home were not on speaking terms, and that the 
latter had quit the Bill of Rights Society more than eight months 
before, which at this time was under the intire control of Wilkes. 
Woodfall, however, very innocently obtained information that 
this surmise was unfounded, which he communicated to Jumus^ 
who, no doubt, heartily cursed him for his interference. 

Junius, thus nonplused, said, he fiad always thought, dec. — 
that he would not trust himself with suspecting, &c What 
pitiful subterfuge ! 

As this bait was not sufficiently disguised for Woodfall, and 
as Junius had, no doubt, conceived the idea of throwing out this 
lure, at the end of his letters, as a preface to the extract from 
his letter to Wilkes, to divert the public mind from himself, he 
had no other resource than to discover his person to Mr. Wood* 
fall. This he had already promised to do, provided the latter 
^ acted honorably by him," which is not denied. On the con- 
trary, Junius, in his last letter to Woodfall, says, '* You have 
never ^incfed that I know of; and I shall always rejoice to 
hear of your prosperity." 

I contend, therefore, that soon after the date of the letter of 
Nov. 27, 1771, Mr. H. S. Woodfall was made acquainted with 
the author. The volumes were then almost completed, the 
danger of discovery nearly over, and Mr. Woodfall as a man of 
honor and principle, could not with any show of propriety print 
the note at the end of the work without being let into the 
secret of the author. The difficulty of correspondence, how- 
ever, remained the same, and it may be presumed that Junius 
did not trust himself for, at least, twelve months afterwards. 
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wtthin half a mile of Woodfiill's office. As for Witteg» there 
could be no objeclbn to hb coniectizig the proo& of the Dedka- 
twn and Pirefiuse, bb it would tend to keep him and his aMOci* 
ates in the dark* 

After all the hhster. about the migrqfreBa/UaUon of Junina^t 
letter to Wilkes, there does not in reahty appear to have been 
any. Junius was in favor of bmg parliaments in the ww of 
the WiDutes, who advocated anaital instead of friamtdf pariia* 
ments which be contended for. The dispute turned iqpon the 
relative term bmg. The remaifa of Junius upon this subject, 
in his fictitious quarrel with Home, are worthy of notice in this 
fdace. He there says, ** The shortening the duration of parlia- 
ments is a subject on which Mr. Home cannot «ilai|[e too 
warmly ; nor will I question his sincerity. If I did not pro- 
fess the same sentiments, I should be shamefuQy inconsistent 
with myself." There seems to have been no disagreement 
between Junius and Home, in regard to the term shortening; 
the understanding appears to be to restrict the duration to 
three years. 

The letter of Junius containing the above sentiments, was 
dated Aug. 15, 1771, and his letter to Wilkes, lakl before the 
Bill of Rights Society, in which he introduces the same subject, 
was written the 7th of Sept. following. His ofHuions, there- 
fore on this head, being fairly before the people, his empty, 
insincere declaration about misrepresentation, contained in the 
note subjoined to his letten, was a downright insult to the 
public understanding. It was made with no other view than 
to bring forward an insinuation against the lUverend Mr. John 
Homef to prefvent his being suspected of writing the'l^ters of 
Junius. I will venture to say, that no such representation as is 
pretended was ever made ; that is, that Junius was in favor of 
septennial pariiaments. The folly and absuidity of such asser- 
tion, when his sentiments on the subject had been so pointedly 
eq>ressed in his public letters, would have deterred any man of 
common sense, however inimical to Junius, from hazarding his 
reputation in so ridiculous a manner, without the |>rospect of 
gaining the least credit — ^This was one of the artsc^the raysteri- 

49 
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oufl Joniiiii, and, allboi]^ very thiiiiy TeHed, Mij aumveitd his 



til ^-.y. 



As to the rotten bwoqg|ig» Jimkis was deeidMQy in frvw of 
retaining them* He had, periiqM, in his eye, OU &a«m» at t 
deniier resort — ^ It actually so happened in the Goone of iamtti 
events,'' (says Stephens) '^that he himself (Jdm Home) vu 
Mtnmed for Old Sanun, a miserable, deseited haadet, tk 
vestiges of vdiich scarcely remain at this pesiod.'' 

The reader will observe, that when the note chaigmg tk 
Reverend Mr. JoknHome with miarepresentisg the senlioieoti 
of Junius, conveyed in his letter to the Bill of Bights Soeiety, 
lint appeared in the author^s edition of his public letten, the 
refutation of the story by H. 8. Woodfall, was not bdbrs ths 
public. When, therefore, his son, O. Woodfidl, publiibed this 
exposure, he found it a difficult task to reconcile the oontn' 
dietory statements. But as it was necessary for Um to aay 
something about the circumstance, he makes the foUowing 
awkward attempt to account for the discrepance. He ssp, 
** He, (Junius) here admits that he was mistaken in the conjeetinft 
that HomB had misTqaresented the sentiments conveyed in hi8 
letter to the BiD of Rights Society. Yet as he published tbs 
same opinion in his own edition, he must afterwards have hsl 
fiesh grounds for re-accrediting tt, while m the presMit tatter te 
seems more tkam ludf to suspeot Wilkes himself.'' 

Cen the common sense 6[ the public be logger abused fay 
such palpable fraud ? 

The note is as follows : 

^ The Reverend Mr. John Horned having, with his uniil 
veraeity, and honest industry, circulated a report that Junias, in 
a ktler to the supporters of the BiU of Bights, had waim^ 
declared himself in favor of long parfiamiaits and sottea 
borooj^ it is thought necessaiy to submit to the pabMc die fol- 
lowiog extract from his letter to John Wilkes, esq. dated the 7th 
of 8q>t 1771, and laid before the society on the 34th of die 
same month.*' 



* The fonnal address here given to Mr. Home carries a prima facia eridence 
oftriclu 
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Then foUows the extract from the letter to Wilkes. 

The Reverend Mr. John Home remained perfectly sileiit 
under this imputation to the daj of his death. He feared to 
meddle witfi it, lest he should blowup the wfade plot. Had be 
called upon Junius for proof, not a living soul could be produced 
to support the allegation, and the entire failure of the intended 
^Hfect might have been the consequence. 

HoweTer, after the death of the reverend gentleman, Ikfr. 
Stephens, by sheer conjuration, brought him at the time, and in 
consequence oS the publication of the aforesaid note, into the 
midst of the society for the support of the Bill of Rights, where 
he had not appeared in prepria persona for more than twelve 
months before ; and having upon this occasion given Junius his 
due in fine style, was never more seen at their meetings. 

Mr. Stephens published his Memoirs of John Home Tooke* 
in 1813, the year after the appearance of 6. WoodfalPs Junius; 
Ahd having witpessed his success in deluding the public, he 
seems to have concluded that the very appearance of probabi- 
lity might be dispensed with. 

After giving the letters that passed between Wilkes and 
Home, which showed that the latter had quit the Bill of Ri^ts 
Society on the 96th of Feb. 1771, he inserts his famous dispute 
with Junius, and subjoins to it the above note, and also the 
ettract from the letter to Wilkes, first publiriied March 3, 1772; 
and tten makes Home magically rise in a society long since 
abandcmed by him, and deliver the following philippic : 

** To this letter, he says, Mr. Home shortly but forciUy replied, 
by means of a speech pronounced before the ^ Society for msp^ 
porting the Bill of Rights,'' in which he ridiculed the pretended 
patriotism of this celebrated writer, and questioned the tendency 
ofatt kispontions. He endeavored, at the same time, to expose 
him as the *^ pander of corrupHon f and '^toideprecate the malevo- 
lent eflfects of that eloquence, the open and dedared object of 
wUch seemed to be confined to the support of ministerial 
(Auses^ and an apcXogyfor rotten boroughs r 

These pretended remariu of Home, said to be made more 
than forty years before, are now for the first time reported 
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If a writer can thus trifle with the understanding fjS his 
readers and maintain his credit^ it is time to relinquish all search 
after the author of Juniu|'s letters ; because the most conclu- 
sive reasoning and positive facts may be put down by barefaced 
assertions in contradiction to evidence produced by the veiy 
person making them. 

By (he foregoing remarks, as before observed on sioiibur 
reflections, I do not mean to be understood as censuring the 
cpnduct of the gentlemen to whom they allude ; for, as Dr. 
Parr said, and no doubt correctly, ''itiwasthe wish, if not the 
duty of Woodfall (the elder) to keeps^s in the dark," so I 
conceive the same duty devolved upon Ris son, and also upon 
Mr. St^hens. They were, without doubt, as before intimated, 
under the most solemn engagements, not only not to divulge the 
secrets committed to their chaige, but to endeavor, in every 
possible way, to blind and confuse their readers. In their mis- 
representations, therefore, they committed, if I may so say, an 
honortMe fraud. Having conceded thus much, the gentlemen, 
or the survivor of them, will, I hope, excuse me for unveiling that 
fraud, and giving it as my decided opinion that the very means 
they have taken to deceive the public, with a view of conceal* 
ing the author of Junius, tend more effectually to discover him 
than any positive declarations they could have made intention- 
ally to point him out; because their motives for so doiif 
could not be ascertained with such certainty as in the present 
case. 

No. 45. 

Dec. 5, 1771. 

• ^^ ^^ 

These papers are all in their exact order. Take great care 
to keep them so. In a few days more I shall have sent ymi all 
the copy. You must then take care of it yourself, except that I 
must see proof sheets of the Dedication and Preface, and these, 
if at all, I must see before the end of next week. You shall 
have the extract to go into the second volume, it will be asbort 
<Mie. Scaevola, I see is determined to make me an enemy to 
lord Camden.* If it be not wilful malice, I beg you will signify 

♦ Fof further particularfl of this dispate, see letters of Jnmns, No. Lx. 
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to faim, timt when I onginalfy mentioned lord Cainden's deck- 
ration about the Com Bill, it was without any view of dieos- 
sing that doctrine, and only as an initance of a singular qunion 
maintained by a man of great learning and integrity. Such an 
instance was necessalyto the plan of my letter. I think he has 
in effect injured the man whom he meant to defend. 

When you send the above proof sheets, return my own copy 
with them. 

No. 46. 

Dec 10,1771. 

The enclosed comjJetes all the materials that I can give you* 
I have done my part. Take care that you do yours. There are 
still two letters wanting, which / ivill expect you unU notfaU to 
insert in their places. One is from Philo-Junius to Scsavola 
about lord Camden, the other to a friend of the people about 
pressing.* They must be in the course of October. — I have no 
view but to serve you, and consequently have only to desire 
that the Dedication and Preface may be correct Look to it. 
If you take it upon yourself, I will not forgive your suffering it 
to be spoiled. I weigh every word ; and every alteration, in 
my eyes at least, is a blemish. 

I should not trouble you or myself about that blockhead 
ScsBvMa, but that this absurd fiction of my being lord Camden's 
enemy has done harm. — ^ESvery fool can do mischief; therefore 
signify to him what I said. 

Garrick has certainly betrayed himself, probably ^** 
* * * * ♦ » *, who makes it a rule to betray every body 
that confides in him.t That new di^race of Mansfield is 



* These two letters are numbered Philo Junias, lz. and lxii. 

t These stars answer for John Wilkes, and it is highly probable his name 
occupied the blank in the original letter. The last of the materials to complete 
the work of Junius were enclosed with this letter ; including of course^ if not 
before sent, the note to be inserted at the end of the letters, charging the reverend 
Mr. JeAn Heme with misrepresenting the nateirifius letter to the Bill of Rights 
society, which it was all-important for Junius to have published, it being, in 
vulgar style, a tub thrown wt to the wkaie. And, to accomplish this, it was 
necessary for Junius to reveal himself to his fiiend, Wood&O. No delicacy 
Iherefbre was any longer required between them in respect to Wilkes ; although 
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tnie 2* what do you mean by aArnung thlit the Dowager w 
better? I tell yoa that she BncUes toads fiom moming till 
ni|^t 1 ^ioaii I have now done my duty to you, so fhrewdl» 



it might be thought good policy to paj him some little attention, to prevent any 
suspicion arising on his part respecting the author. 

There were, probably, other private letters from Jnnias to WoedfiJI, which 
have not been laid before the public 

The charge of treachery here made exactly suits the parties from ^dience it 
came, and to whom it was applied, if my conception of the former be correct- 
Mr. Woodiall, as a blind, in my opinion, has divided the stars so as to read WiUces 

Jeillk*"awSla JEMfc 

* The allusioa is to a cause wfaieh was tried at the Summer Assises for the 
county of Surrey, in 1771, Meares and Shipley against AnseU, 'for a trespass^ in 
which his lordship was supposed to have given a very partial charge in fiivor of 
the defendant, who hereby obtained a verdict. The plaintiffi, however, on the 
Michaelmas T^m following, moved the eomrt of Ooitimon Pleas Ibr a new trial, 
on the ground of the misdirection of the judge. The judge was called upon for 
his report, which he could not make without sending to the plaintiff's attorney 
for his affidavit of the transaction.^He made his report at last, to which he sub- 
jofaied that he was perfectly satisfied with the verdict of the juiy.^The court of 
Oommon Pleas was cleariy of opiniony that lord Mansfield had acted contrary to 
every principle of evidence both in law and etyuity, in admitting Matthews tod 
Hiscoz to give parole evidence, contrary to a dear explicit agreement in writing* 
wUdi they had attested — and asserted that, if such a practice was to obtain, it 
vronld go a great way towards subverting the statute of frauds and peijuries, and 
womidbeamastdangerousinlBt to perjury, and a means of reodering mnHi pro- 
perties very precarious and insecure. The court therefore set aside the verdict, 
and ordered a new trial ; and it appeared to the court to be so gross a misdirec- 
tion, that it dispensed with the usual terms of payment of costs. Although lord 
Mansfield, in Ub direction to the jury, represented the trespasses as smalt ind 
inaigmficaat, and the action as litigious, the court of Gammon Pleas said the 
trespasses were obstinate^ wiUul, and maUdons. 

Mr. Rowlinson, the plaintifi^s attorney, felt so dissatisfied with the conduct of 
lord Mansfidd upon the occasion, that in the same tenn a motion was made at 
his instigation, to have his name struck off the rolls of the court of King's Bench, 
which was, after some expressions of astonishment, acquiesced iq, when he was 
immediately admitted into the Common Pleas. 

t He refers to the following paragraph in the Public Advertiser for December 
6, 1771 :— 

" We have the pleasure to assure the public, from the most undoubted autho- 
rity, that the repeated accounts of her royal highness the princess dowager 
of Wales bdng very ill, and her life in great danger, are entirdy fob^ such 
reports being only calculated to promote the shameful spirit of gambling, by 
insurance on lives.'' The princess dowager was at this time afflicted vrith a 
cancer, and died on the 8th of January in the following year. 
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No. 47. 

Dec- 17,1771. 

Make your mind easy about me, I believe you are an honest 
rxofk, and I am never angry.'*' — Say to-morrow '^We are 
desired to inform Scssvola, that his private note was received 
with the most profound indifference and contempt"! I see his 
design. The du^e of Grafton has been long labouring to detach 
Camden* This Scievola is the wretchedest of all fools» and 
a dirty knave. 

Up<Mi no accountt nor for any reason whatsoever, are you to 
write to me, until I give you notice. 

When the book is finished, let me have a set bound in vellum, 
gilt, and lettei^d Junius I. II. as handsomely as you can — the 
edges gih — let the sheets be well dried before binding. — ^I must 
also have two sets in blue pofer covers. This is all the fe^ I 
dial! ever desire o( you. I think you ought not to publish 
before the second week in January. 

The London Packet is not worth our notice. I suspect 
Oarrick, and I would have you hint so to him. 

^o. 48. 

Janifary 6,1772. 

I have a thing to mention to you in great confidence. lejpect 
your assistance, and rely upon your secrecy. 

There is a long pq>er ready for publication, but which must 
not ajq^ear until the morning of the meeting of parliament, nor 
be annoimced in any shape whatsoever.:^ Much depends iqnm 
its iqppearing unexpectedly. If you receive it on the 8th <^ 
9th instant, can you in a day or two have it composed, and two 
proof sheets struck off and sent me ; and can you keep the 
press standing ready for the Public Advertiser of the 21st, and 



* H6 had reeehred a note from Mr. WoodimU, vindicstuig himtelf from soy 
improper motiye in Iub eommonication to Mr. Ganick, which has been ehreedy 
reraned to. 

t The infonuation to Scevola waa duly commmiicatod in the Public Adrer- 
tiaer: and the flippancy of thia writer's style, and the coquetry of his political 
attachments, fatty merited the contempt here expressed for him. 

X Letter to loid Mansfield. Junios, No. lztiii. 
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can all this be done with such secrecy that ncme of your people 
shall know what is going forwardi except the composer, and 
can yourely on his fideUty ? Considerof it, and if it be posa- 
ble, say yes^ in your paper to-morrow. 

I think it will take four full columns at the least, but I under- 
take that it shaU sell — It is essential that I should have a proof 
sheet and correct it myself. 

Let me know if the books are ready that I may tell you what 
to do with them. 

No. 49. 

Saturday, January 11, ITTtr 

Your failing to send me the proofs, as you engaged to do, 
disappoints and distresses me extremely.* It is not merely to 
correct the press (though even that is of consequence,) but for 
another most tnaierial purpose.^ This will be entirely defeated, 
if you do not let me have the two proofs <m Monday morning. 

The paper itself, is, in my opinion, in the highest style of 
Junius, and cannot fail to sell. — ^My reason for not announcing 
it was that the party might have no time to concert his mear 
sures with the ministry. But, upon reflection, I think it may 
answer better (m order to excite attention) to advertise it the 
day before, Junius to lord dnef justice Mansfield UHnorrow. 

Quoting from memory, I have made a mistake about Black- 
stone, where I say that he confines the power to the courts and 
does not extend it to the judges separately. Those lines must be 
omitted. — ^The rest is right — ^If you have any regard for me 
or for the cause, let nothing hinder your sending the proofs on 
Monday. 

No. 50. 

January 16,1772. 

I return you the proof, with the errata, which you will be so 
good as to correct carefully. I have the greatest reascm to be 
pleased with your care and attention, and wish it were in my 



* Of Junius, Na lxtiii. refeired to in the preceding letter. 
] He seems to allude to a promise, or expectation, of legal assistance from 
!H>me friendly quarter. 
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powei! to render you some essential service. — ^Announce it on 
Monday. 

No« 51. 

{PrhaU.) Saturday, Jan. 18, 1770. 

The gentleman* who transacts the conveyancing part of our 
c(MTesp<Hidence teUs me there was much difficulty last nig^t. 
For this reason, and because it could be no way material for me 
4o see a paper on Saturday which is to appear on Monday, I 
resolved not to send for it — ^Your hint of this morning, relates 
to this.f — I am truly concerned to see that the publication of 
the book is so long delayed. — ^It ought to have appeared before 
the meeting of parliament — ^By no means would I have you 
insert this long letter^ if it made more than the difference of 
two days in the pubUcation. Believe me the delay is a real 
injury to the cause. The letter to M.| may come into a new 
edition. 

Mr. Wilkes seems not to know that Morris published that 
Ietter.§— -I think you should set him right 

No. 52. 

Jan. 25, 1772. 

Having nothing better to do, I propose to entertain myself 
and the public, with torturing that **♦»***•*•** Barrington.|| 
He has just appointed a French broker his deputy for no reason 



* Of thiB gentleman nothing b known. 

t " M¥iar$ meiBsarkm e$V* Answer to correspondents, Jan. 18, 1779L 

X Letters of Juntos, Na Lznn. 

§ Mr. Bobert Morris was a bairister, who took a very active part in the city 
diipntes, and on the popular side, and was secretary to the Bill of Rights Society 
For a further account of him, see note to Biiscellaneous Letters, Na xcm. He 
oecasbnally wrote in the Public Advertiser. The publication of the letter alluded 
tOt Wilkes had attributed to a Mr. Cawdron. 

B Lord Bairington was at this time secretary for the War Department He 
had uniformly exhibited himself unfriendly to the popular cause, and when iir 
the lower house, made the motion in 17S9, for expelling Wilkes, w^ck was 
seconded by Rigby. The letter that accompanied tins note is numbered ov. m 
the Miscellaneous collection, and the signature of Junius will be found to be 
exchanged for that of Veteran. 
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but lus rehtkm to Bradshaw. I hear from aH qmortaOy that 
it is looked upon as a most impadent insult to the anoy.— Be 
careful not to have it known to come from me. Sudi an 
insigniiicant creature is not worth the generous rage of Junius. 
I am inqpatient for the book. 

No. 53. 

Monday, Feb. 3, 177S. 

I confess I do not see the use of the table of contents. I 
think it will be endless and answer no purpose ; — ^An index of 
proper names and materials would in my opinion be sufficient 
You may safely defy the malice of Mr. Wheble.* Whoever 
buys such a book will naturally prefer the author^s edition, and I 
think it will always be a book for sale. I really am in no hurry 
about that set. Puiiing, I hear, is to come in for Eastlow. — 
A sure proof of the connection between him and government 
I would have you open any thing that may be brought you for 
me (except from Mr. Wilkes)*-*and not forward it unless it be 
material. 

That large roll contained a Pamphlet 

No. 54. 

Monday, Feb. 10, im. 
If you have any thing to communicate, you may send it to 
the original place for once N. E. C. — «ad mention any new 
place you think proper, west of Temple Bar. The delay of the 
book spoils every thing. 

No. 55. 

Monday Night, Feb. 17, 1772. 
Surely you have misjudged it very much about the booL I 
could not have conceived it possible that you could protract ^ 
pubfication so long.— At this time, particularly before Mr» Saw- 
bridge's motion,t it would have been of singular use. Yoil 
have trifled too long with the public expectation. — ^At a certain 
point of time the appetite palls. — ^I fear you have already lost 



* Wheble had already printed an imperfect edition of the letters of SmxaoB^ 
^ In favor of trienniel poiliainents. 
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die BeasoD.-— The book, I am sure, ^nU lose the greatest part of 
the eflfect I expected from it-— But I have done. 

No. 56. 

About Feb. 22. 1772. 

I do you the justice to beUeve that the delay has been una- 
voidable. The expedient you propose of printing the Dedica- 
tion and Preface in the P. A. is unadvisable. The attention of 
the public would then be quite lost to the book itself, I think 
your rivals will be disappointed. Nobody will apply to them 
when they can be suppUed at the fountain head. I hope you 
are too forward to have any room for that letter of Domitian,* 
otherwise it is merely indifferent The Latin I thou^t much 
superior to tiie English. — ^The intended bill, in consequence of 
the message, will be a most dangerous innovation in the internal 
policy of this country.f What an abandoned prostituted idiot 
is your Lord Mayor.;( The shameful mismanagement which 
brought him into office, gave me the first and an unconquerable 
disgust. — ^AU I can now say is, make haste with the book. C. 

The appointment of this broker^ I am told gives universal 
di^ust That ***••***«•♦•* || would never have taken a 
step apparently so absurd, if there were not some wicked design 
in it more than we are aware of. At any rate the broker should 
be run down. That at least is due to his master. 

No 57. 

Saturday, Feb. 29, 1772. 

I am very glad to see that the book vnll be out before Saw- 
iHtdge's motion. There is no occasionifor a maA of admiration 
at the end of the motto. But it is of no moment whatsoever. 



* This letter, for the reason here stated, was not printed in the genuine 

edition, 
f The bill alluded to is the Royal Marriage Act. 

X In aOunon to the partial and impolitic conduct of Mr. jNash, at this time 
loidmayor, uponjthe common questions of citygpolities brought before him, 6q)e- 
cially in refusing to call a eommon hall, agreeably to a request very generally 
signified to him for this purpose. 

; Chamier. H Loxd Barrington. 



^ 
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When you see Mr. W. pray return hkn my thanks for die 
trouble he has taken. I wish he had taken more.* — ^I dioutd be 
glad to have a set, sewed, left at the same place to-morro^pr 
evening. Let it be well sealed up. C. 

^ No. 58. 

Tuesday, March 3, 1772. 

Your letter was twice refused last night, and the waiter as 
often attempted to see the person who sent for it — ^I was im- 
patient to see the book, and think I had a right to that attention 
a little before the general publication.! When I desired to have 
two sets sewed and one bound in vellum, it was not from a 
principle of economy. I despise such little savings, and shall 
still be a purchaser. — If I was to buy as many sets as I want« 
it would be remarked. 

Pray let the two sets be well parcelled up and left at the bar 
of Munday's Coffee-house, Maiden Lane, with the same direc- 
tioDf and with orders to be delivered to a chairman, who will 
adL for them in the course of to-morrow evening. Farewell. 

No. 59, 

Thursday, March 5, 1772. 

Your letters with the books are come safe to hand. The 
difficulty of corresponding arises from situation, and necessity 
to which we must submit. Be assured I will not give jrou 
more trouble than is unavoidable. — ^If the vellum books are not 
yet bound, I would wait for the index. If they are, let me know 
by a line in the P. A. — ^When they are ready, they may safely 
be left at the same place as last nig^t 

On your account I was alarmed at the price of the book.-*- 
But of the sale of books I am no judge, and can only pray 
for your success.— What you say about the profits:^ is very hand- 
some. I like to deal with such men. As for myself, be assured 



>» Mr. WiOns, at the request of Janiue, penued and revised the Dedie«tioii and 
Pre&ce to the genuine edition of the letters. 

t The genuine edition of the letters wss published on the third of Maicb« 
1778. 

X Woodfall made Junius tn ofierof half the prafitsof the book. 
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that I am far above all pecuniary views, and no otber penKm I 
think has any claim to share with you. Make the most of it 
therefore, and let all your views in life be directed to a solid» 
however moderate independence. Without it no man can be 
happy, nor even honest 

If I saw any prospect of uniting the city once more, I wouU 
readily ccmtinue to labor in the vineyard. Whenever Mr. Wilkes 
can tell me that such an union is in prospect, he shall hear of 
me. 

Qu6d n quis eocistimat me out volunUOe esie nmtatoy out 
debUiiata virtute^ out cmimo fracto^ vehementer err at. Fare- 
well. • 

In the Preface, p. 20, Hie 7, read umeasonable. 

p. 26, — 18, — accuracy.* 

Junius, in the foregoing letter, observes that, ^ The difficulty 
of corresponding arises from situation.^ This is the first time 
that Junius hints at his situation as being at a distance finom 
Woodfall's office, and it may be presumed he would not now 
have done so had not Woodfall been acquainted with his resi- 
dence. Heretofore when any delay occured in his correspon- 
dence, he had been out of town ; but the real fact now appears 
evident, that the country was his place of abode. John Home 
resided at Brentford, about six miles from London. The reader 
is left to make his own inference. 

The Latin quotation in this letter is thus translated by Dr. 
Good, and inserted in the preliminary essay to G. Woodfall^s 
Junius. 

^ But if any one believes me to be changed in will, weakened 
in integrity, or broken in courage, he errs grossly." 

* These errors are corrected in the present edition. — Ed, 

Notwithstanding the copy before os was printed in Philadelphia in 181 3, in 
which many imperfections of former editions are corrected, new copies aie 
continually issinng without amendments. This is an unpardonable neglect 
On referring to a Boston stereotype edition of 1897, I find the first passage 
aUaded to above is still printed as follows ; '* If he agreed in opinion with lord 
Mansfield, his discoorse was imperiment, ridicoloiia, and imreosoiMUe.*' The 
last woid, after the ezplicatives preceding it, is extremely fi»eble and mapplicshle. 
"^Jhn, Ed. 
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Tfab paaaage, a« eoanected with the preceding paragraph, 
haa a paiticukr reference to Wilkea, and hia name nof^t with 
propriety be aubatituted for quis (anyone) and the paaaage read 
thus; ^Biit if Wilkes believes me," 4kc. Now, coidd thb 
language be used by a friend of Wilkes 7 Junius as a writer 
under that signature was on perfect good terms with WOkes ; 
and althou^ there was a difference in opinion on some points, 
this did not lead to any expression of hostile feelings between 
them. In their correspondence Wilkes said, *' I am satisfied that 
Junius now means me well, and I wish to merit more than his 
regardy \oafriendMpr — "' I wish to comply with every direction 
of Junius, to profit by his hints, and to have the permission of 
writing to him on any important o Attion." — "^ I only take up 
the pen to say that I think myself happy in his (Junius's) ap- 
probation, that a line of applause from him gives the same bridt 
circulation to my spirits, as a kiss from Chloe, and that I mean 
soon to communicate to him a project of importance." 

These passages express in the strongest terms the high con- 
sideration in which Junius was held by Wilkes. Nor does 
Junius fall short, on his part, in admiration and respect for the 
virtues of Wilkes. He says, ^ You will recollect, sir, that the 
public opinion of you rises every day, and that you must enlarge 
your plan as you proceed, since you have every day a new 
acquisition of credit to maintain." In his last letter to Wilkes, 
when the latter had shown symptoms of distrust, he says, ^ When 
you have satisfied your understanding that there may be reasons 
why Junius should attack the king, the minister, &c. and yet 
should desert or hetray the man who attacks the house of lords, 
I would still appeal to your hearU Or if you have any scruples 
about that kind of evidence, ask your amiable daughter whom 
you so implicitly confide in — is it possible that Junius should be- 
tray me r* 

It is evident from the above extracts that the foregoing Latin 
quotation could have no reference to these kving friends, Junius, 
as a writer under a fictitious signature, and Wilkes ; but must 
apply to Wilkes and Junius personally f as enemies who had 
loDg contended, and whose contention had injured the common 
cause i^ch they both professed to support. 
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Na.60. 

May 4, 1719. 

1( parspTQ Mo be meant for me, I must beg the favour of 
you to recall it At present it would be difficult for me to 
receive it — ^When the books are ready, a Latin ver^e wiQ be 
sufficient 

No. 61. 

Sunday, May 6, 1T72. 

I am in no manner of hnnry about the books. I hope the 
sale has answered. — I think it will always be a saleable book. 
The inclosed is iact, and I wish it could be printed to-morrow. 
It is not worth announcing. The proceedings of this vn^ch 
are unaccountable. There must be some mystery in it which 
I hope will soon be discovered to his confusion. — ^Next to the 
duke of Grafton, I verily believe that the blackest heart in the 
kingdom belongs to lord Barrington. 

No. 62. 

May 10, 1772. 

Pray let this be announced, Memoirs of lord Barrington in 
our next. Keep the author a secret 

No. 63. 

Janoary 19, 1773. 

I have seen tfie signals thrown out for your old friend and 
correspondent Be assured that I have had good reason for not 
complying with them. In the present state of things, if I were 
to write again, I must be as siUy aa any of the homed cattle, 
that ran mad through the city, or a« any of your vrise aldennen* 
I meantthe cause and the public. Both are given up. 1 feel 
forthe hcmor of this country, when I see that there are not ten 
men in it, who will unite and stand together upon any one ques- 
tion. But it is all alike, vile and contemptible. 

You have never ffinched that I know of; and I shaD always 
rejoice to hear of your prosperity. 

If you have any thing to communicate (of moment to your- 
self) you may use the last address, and give a hint. 



400 urnvKs or juntos 



No. 64 



Sir, — ^I have troubled you with the perusal of two letters, as 
that of the prior date-accounts for the delay of not sendmg the 
books sooner ; and this acquaints you that I did not get them 
out of the bookbinder's hands till yesterday ; nor though I 
desired them to be finished in the most elegant manner possible, 
are they done so well as I wished. But» sir, if the manner of 
the contents and index are not agreeable to you, they shall be 
done over again according to any directions you shall please to 
favour me with. — ^With respect to city politics, I fear the breach 
is too wide ever to be again closed, and even my friend Mr. 
Wilkes lost some of his wonted coolness at the late election on 
Sawbridge, Oliver, &c. scratching agamst him.* I hope y^^n, 
will believe that however agreeable to me it must be to be 
honored with your correspondence, I should never entertain 
the most distant wish that one ray of your q>lendour should be 
diminished by your continuing to write. — ^Mr. Wilkes indeed 
mentioned to me the other day that he thou^ the East India 
Company a proper subject ; and asked if I could communicate 
any thing to you, to which my reply was that I could not tell, 
(as I did not know whether you might chuse to be intruded upon.) 
Tou will perceive by the piq[)ers that two persons have forced 
themselves upon us, who, without a tythe of Mr. Wilkes's 
abilities, imagine the public will look up to them as their deliver- 
ers ; but they are most egregiously mistaken, as every one who 
possesses a grain of common sense hold them in almost utter 
contempt. You will probably guess who I mean, and were I 
capable of drawing a parallel, I should borrow some part of it 

fitHn Shakespeare's lago and Roderigo. Should it please the 

Almighty to spare your life tiU the next general election, and I 

* Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Townahend were, after a sharp contest, retained to the 
court of aldermen for them to make their election of <Mie of these gentlemen to 
the mayoralty for the year 1773, when their choice fell upon Mr. Aldennan 
Townshend, in consequence of Sawbndge and Oliver scratching against WSkes. 
The candidates ibr that office^ with the number which they poUed, were as ander. 

Mr. Alderman Wilkes 2301 ; Townshend 2278 ; Halifax 2126 ; Shakespeare 
1919. 
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should at that time exist, I shall hope you will deign to instruct 
me for whom I should give ray vote, as my wish is to be repre- 
sented by the most honest and able, and I know there cannot 
be any one who is so fit to judge as yourself. I have no con- 
nexions to warp me, nor am I acquainted with but one person 
who would speak to me on the subject, and that gentleman is, 
I believe, a true friend to the real good of his country ; I mean 
Mr. Glover, the author of Leonidas. As I thou^t sergeant 
6l3mn deserving of something more than the mere fees of his 
profession, for the pains be took upon my trial, I have made a 
purchase of a small freehold at Brentford by way of qualifica- 
tion, in order to convince him, if he should offer himself at the 
next election, whenever it should happen, that I hold his services 
in grateful remembrance. But I am since informed that it is 
not his intention, and that lord Percy is to be joined with sir 
W. B. Proctor, who is to be supported by the duke of Northum- 
berland's interest. — ^I have heard much of a most trimming 
letter from Mr. Stewart to lord Mansfield on the Dou^ass cause, 
iMit cannot possibly get a copy, which probably would be a good 
letter to print 

K, sir, you shoidd not disapprove of the contents and index, 
I thought of advertising them in the manner of the enclosed 
form, if I have your permission so to do, but not otherwise.—^ 
May I beg the favour of a line in answer? Believe me, sir, to 
be, with gratitude and respect, your much obliged humble 
servant to command, 

HENRY SAMPSON WOODPALL. 

SfunifasF, Mmrch 7, 1773. 

Sawbridge, notwithstanding the assurances of Junius to the 
contraiy, continued, as Junius knew and mtended he should, a 
decided opponent of Wilkes. Of his friendship and that of 
Oliver and Townshend for Home, sufficient notice has been 
taken. I will add a short account of Mr. Glynn, to whom Mr. 
Woodfall presented a freehold at Brentford, taken from Ste- 
phens's memoirs. 

51 
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** Mb. SsRGBAirr Glykn. 

This gentleman, who was an able tod celebrated lawyer, 
lived in great friendship with Mr. Home, and was indebted to 
him for being chosen one of the knights of the shire for Middle- 
sex, without the expenditure of a single shilling. He was 
afterwards, on account of his upright conduct, elected recorder 
of the city of London, and thus sat in parliament for the first 
county, while he acted as the judge and legal adviser of the 
first city in the empire, until his death. He had exerted himself 
with equal enei)^ and abihty against lord Mansfield's doctrine 
of attachment for a supposed contempt in case of libel, and 
was the first practitioner who had dared to controvert the legal 
opinion of the chief justice. He had also given his gratuitous 
assistance during the late contests. The following are the 
precise words in which he was recommended to the county by 
Mr.Home: — ^*I beg leave to present Mr. Glynn to your chcHce. 
I know his principles to be as firm, and his heart as incorruptible, 
as his conduct is modest and moderate, and his abilities unam* 
tradicted.''* 

During the dispute between Mr. Home and Mr. Wilkes, he 
(Glynn) bore testimony to the unjust accusation adduced against 
his friend, by means of the following letter :-^ 

Jan. 16, 1771. 
'^ The charge against the rev. Mr. Home, as far ds respects my 
election, is false and groundless: with regard to the other 
charges, my experience of the integrity and dmnterestedness 
of Mr. Home entitles him to my testimony, if his general 
character had not made it totally unnecessary. 

C. GLYNN." 

Thus It appears that the friends of Junius, the rev. Mr. John 
Home and Henry Sampson Woodfall, are inseparable, the 
pretended quarrel of Junius and Home to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 
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No. 1. 
THE ELOQUENCE OF JUNIUS, 

VIBWBD III COMPABISOII WITH TUiiT OF OTHSB OKAWSICAL 

WKITBK8, AN GIBHT ANB MODBEN. 

Bt ROBERT HERON, Esci. 

|Ir. Hemn appetn to hav* studied hia author with the moel miinite and cir- 
amwpeel attontioii, and in an elo<iaent and masterly essay, prefixed to his 
edition of Jamas, has onwittingly portrayed the character, the aoqnirementsi the 
talents and Bentiments, in short, the veiy life of John Home To<^e, as the fol- 
lowing extracts will show. 

'' Junius kr, of all oratoni ancient or modeni,he who keepsthemost 
steadily in view the object of his eloquence. A few sacrifices he 
indeed makes to personal vanity, and to the pride of conscious 
ability and success. In his first letter, he wished to alarm adminis. 
tration, — to assume the character of a presiding demon, in regard 
to the discontents of the people and the malice of faction, — ^to show, 
at once, that depth of understanding, and that energetic vehemence 
of passion, which were requisite to make even persona of a charac- 
ter of intellect superior to that of the multitude, gladly rank them- 
selves behind him, as their leader. Such were, obviously, his 
purposes. Is there a line in his Introductory Letter which does 
not tend, in the strongest and most direct manner, to consummate 
Ihomr 

" Inconsiderate persons hare alleged, that, of all the adversaries 



404 

of Juniusy Home approached the Clearest to him in controvenial 
art . But, the truth is, that Juniua, when he spared Home, spared 
him for the sake of his adherents, and in order to prevent the 
threatened division of the city patriots.* In the attack on lord 
Mansfield, it may seem that undisguised virulence is su^red to 
burst forth injudiciously ; and I should think, that, in one or two 
instances in it, prudence must have been lost in particular resent- 
ment«t But Junius knew that the character of fearless boldness, 
in his invectives, was his best recommendation to authority with the 
mob. Lord Mansfield, too, was at that time exceedingly odious to 
all ranks of those who were in the same party with Junius ; and he 
was, really, and perhi^i/not altogether unjustly, believed to be, as 
a lawyer and judge, too favorable to the influence of prerogative 
in the courts, and ready to advance its authority by introducing the 
maxims of the imperial law of Rome, into the interpretation of the 
laws of England. Hence, boldness to arraign him, talents power- 
ful to cover him with confiuion, and pertinacious vehemence return- 
ing incessantly to the attack, and urging it with fury, were peculi- 
arly adapted to produce against lord Mansfield, that strong efiect 
which Junius hoped from them." 

'^ His letters abound with those deep and general, yet original, 
observations on human character, and on the fortunes of human 
life, which can be produced only by genius and judgment matured 
by experience, and fully informed by much and various converse 
both with books and with mankind. His observations have the 
sententiousness, the profundity, and even a cast of the malignity 
of those of Tacitus : they breathe somewhat of the solemn pensive 
wisdom of Johnson : and they mingle with these qualities, the 



* To say, Junius tpared fTome, is to admit that Home obtained a victoiy over 
him ; and ineonndarote fitrMM, it seems, are not aware of the views of JumuB 
in pennitting it I have before commented upon the reason here given, and I 
belieye shown that it is untenable and insufficient This is the important point 
apon which the whole controversy about Junius mainly depends. I contend, 
and have endeavored to prove, that tbe4lispute was an amicable one, or rather, 
that both mdes of the question were maintained by the same person. The 
great difficulty that commentators have had to account for the lamenesi of 
Junius in this case, is a strong evidence of the &ct 

f Mr. Home, in a great number of instances has shown a partkuiar, an invet- 
erate, an unconquerable, reieiUment towards lord Mansfield. One €£ the first 
productions of his pen was a violent philippic against him. 
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lively and keenly sarcastic discrimination of Swift. But, they 
possess, besides, a race of originality. 'Fhey are not borrowed 
from the stores of those writers, but add new riches to the common 
stock. Junius thinks like Johnson, like Tacitus, like Swift: but 
he does not tamely echo their thoughts. He is another and a greater 
master in U^ school of artists, not a mere copyist. It id't)y this 
grand quality in a particular manner, that the true critic may easily 
distinguish between the writings of Junius, and those of the puerile 
imitators of his eloquence, to whom, for lack of a known owner, 
his letters have been sometimes hastily ascribed. Had he no other 
power of eloquence ; were his letters destitute of all those anec 
dotes by which they are so interesting to malignant curiosity : did 
they not perpetuate the memory of one of the most important 
popular contentions that have not been carried to a destructive 
height ; did they even not preserve the political manners of Eng- 
land for the time, with all the force of an historical painting adding 
the comic manner of the Dutch, to the epic grandeur of the Italian 
school ; yet, on account soJdy of the great original truths which these 
letters contain, they would deserve to he studied^ with unwearied <itjt« 
genccy by readers of every dass^ from the school-boy of the highest 
form, to the statesman and the philosopher." 

" The knowledge of such general truths, can be the result only 
of an extensive, minute, and accurate knowledge in detail, of the 
characters, manners, fortunes, interests, and changing humours of 
a great variety of individuals. That Junius certainly possessed 
this knowledge— has been stated in speaking of the propriety and 
judgment with which he makes every thing co-operate in every 
letter towards the chief design. Examine his account of any one 
character that is the subject of his praise or invective ! He may,-» 
indeed, he does often, maliciously depart from the truth ; but he 
departs with a verisimilitude, and with a skill in flattery or carica- 
ture, which more strikingly evince his knowledge of the turns of 
character and passion, than if he had rigorously adhered to the 
truth. In the contest with sir William Draper, how he probes the 
soul ! With what art he tortures a man of no mean talents, to con- 
fession ! He was thought to have dwelt with outrageous severity 
towards the duke of Bedford : and never was there a more masterly 
stroke in eloquence, than that with which he contrives to disarm 
the public resentment, and to deprive the duke of that sympathy 
which seemed to have been raised in his favor, by representing 
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him BM utterly tmfeeUngy and a ilranger to Ani dittreu wkkk pMk 
campassion 9uppo§ed him to have miffered from the invectbes of 
Jimiiui/' 

** In fhysioA 9cknee he appears to have had eonsiderable infor- 
mation. He induces from it some of his happiest and most impres- 
sive allusions. He introduces them with an ease i^ propriety 
which evince him to have clearly and powerfully apprehended die 
principles of the sciences to which they belong. Of that ekemiMr^ 
which was known at the time when he wrote, he was considerably 
a master. He was not ignorant of the principles and the fonm 
of demonstration belonging io maihematicf* Of that which is, by 
way of eminence, called mOurtd phUosapkyy he seems to have had, 
also, a competent knowledge." 

** His acquaintance with the classical writers of Greece and 
Rome, is sufficiently evinced by the character of his compositioni 
resembling the force and compression of Demosthenes, of Thucy- 
dides, of Sallust, and of Tacitus. It is proved by the splendor of 
his metaphors, worthy of Virgil, Pindar, and Homer. It is plaiOi 
also from his quotations and allusions expressly indicating^ that he 
had certain passages of Tacitus and others, within his recollection, 
at different times, while he wrote. It is easy to perceive, that he 
had added to the study of the ancient classics, that, also, of the 
best French writers. Montesquieu, whose style and manner of 
composition had been for about five and twenty years before Juniw 
wrote, highly popular in England,-^-4iad undoubtedly been, in a 
very particular manner, the subject of his study. And, it is evident, 
that he was no stranger to the wit of Voltaire, nor always averee 
from imitating it. Of English writers, I should conceive him to 
have been conversant chiefly with Locke, Chillingworth, BoMog- 
broke, Robertson, Johnson, and with some of the pieces of Sheb- 
beare. Undoubtedly, he was much conversant with books of law, 
and with the simple precise writings belonging to actual bustnese*" 

** Whence had he that readiness of disrespectful allusion to the 
Bible, and the ceremonies of religion, which is so often displayed 
in these letters ? Perhaps from famUiar acqauinlance with iht 
Holy Scripiures, the Book of Common Prayer ^ and Ike ordimvy 
eermcee ofihe ehareh:* More probably, from the imitation of Vol- 



1* It is a wonder that Ut. Heron, when he wiote the abote paange^ did not 
Uiiiik of ponoii fl«rnf . 
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taire» Pope, and other wits, whose attempts to make the ceremonies 

of religion, subjects of profane merriment, were, thirty years since, 

too much admired by persons who should have had piety and taste 

to disdain and c^eck the abuse. Or shall I venture to conjecture, 

that Chillingworth and Pascal were much studied by him, even 

while he was engaged in the composition of these letters ; and, 

that like every other wnter, he insensibly transferred into his own 

works, some striking allusions from the books which he read ? His 

allusions to religion, so far as they are contemptuous, relate chiefly 

to the absurdities of the Roman Catholic religion ; a fact from 

which we may fairly infer, either that the course of his education 

and the imcideiUs of his Ufe^ led him into d^ partkyilar acquainUmee 

with these, and an indignant disgust against them,* or else that he, 

in this instance, merely echoed the voices of Pascal and Chilling- 

w^rth." 

^' His knowledge of the constitutional law was great and accurate. 

But the consideration of this knowledge in detail is reserved to be 

the subject of a separate essay. But, knowledge cimsidered 

separately from the active energies of genius which are in habitual 

exertion, will never account sufficiently for the production of such 

a work as these letters. What were, then, the habits and personal 

character of this Junius 7-*-It is sufficiently clear, that his under* 

ftfnnding was naturally, and by the whole train of culture which it 

had received, a vigorous one. It must have been in habits of in* 

cessant activity : never languishing in a feeble, careless diffiision 

of its dmcepHom ; never satisfying itself with half^discemment, not 



* The residence of Mr. Home in France and Italy, gave him Ml opportunity 
to become well acquainted with the Roman Catholie religion. For his opinion 
of it, see p. Ui, this volume. To which may be added the following observatioiis 
made by him in opposition to England's inteiiering inbehalf of Spain, in 1806L 

** The Spaniaida, he declared» were ao degenerate a people, that eveiy change 
moat be for the better ; even conqueat and subjugation themselyes, horrible as 
they doubtless were* ought to be contemplated as amelioration of their condition. 
What, but the sword of a foreign and more enlightened nation, could dispel such 
an odious superstition 7 such gross and horrid ignorance? so despicable and 
perfidious reliance on popery and priestcraft 7 Had we not heard that the 9aored 
tijbunal waa protected, supported, and encouraged by the new govenuneiit7 
that the banners of the holy office were to be unfolded on the side of liberty? 
and that the inquisition was to raise a regiment to combat in its behalf ?— a 
regiment of inquisttors combating for the freedom of a brave natlem f^-foolish ? 
ridiculous !<«-execFable !" 
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with obscure knowledge ; ever searching for the strongest relations 
of contrariety or resemblance in the ideas it compared ; chastening 
constantly the train of thought that passed flirough it, so as not to 
suffer remote and feeble associations to supplant, in that train, 
associations close, strong, and direct. The first principles em- 
bodied into its very texture, were those rather of jurisprudence and 
logic than of metaphysics. Its reasonings were habitually, in the 
cast of those of the lawyer and the polemical logician. It was, 
however, evidently more accustomed to detect the sophisms of 
others, than toadhere inflexibly to Attain truth for itself. It can- 
not have been, at any time, left to slumber in idleness." 

** His fancy f — that energy of the mind which is employed, not 
in deducing truth, but in picturing impressive possibilities, — appears 
to have been very powerful. Reading and the observations of 
life, though not of exterior nature, supplied it with abundant materi- 
als. It was often roused to activity by glowing passion. It was 
often employed in embodying the abstractions of reason and of 
science. It bums in all the higher efibrts of his eloquence. Its 
very presence seems entirely lost whenever the plain closeness of 
ratiocination, or the simplicity of the style of business, are alone 
required for the writer's purpose. Never was fancy so vigorous, 
more perfectly under the control of propriety and reason. It is 
that sort oi fancy which has its origin from vigor of underisrtanding, 
and instead of impairing that vigor, serves but to animate and 
strengthen it. Its efforts in these letters must have been the result 
of long previous habit. They cannot have been the first attempts 
of an untried energy. 

''It is easy to perceive, that the writer of these letters, was a 
man of strong glowing passions. That his passions were not wildly 
frantic or ift^gularly capricious^ is sufiiciently evident. They never 
lost sight of reason and utihty. But, they must have been hi^, 
impetuous, and while they yielded in part, to the constraint of reason, 
must also have had power to make his reason become, to a certain 
degree, subservient to their rage. The objects of these passions, 
seem, however, to hAve been truth, power, liberty, the triumph of 
genius, and the humiliation of those who were hated for rival inter- 
ests or dishonest intentions. The mind o£ the writer must have 
been nurtured to this cast and tone of passion. He could not have 
thus displayed them, if they had not been habitually predominant in 



his breast from early youth to the prime of manhood.'" Ifisgreiit- 
est weaiinesses of passion are a wild intemperance of rage which 
sometimes carries the Mroke beyond its own aim,— and a literary 
vanity which sometimes exults beyond measure in the success of 
his eloquence." 

'* There is nothing in these letters, from which we can infer their 
author to have been in his moral habits, either very bad or uncom* 
monly good. That his moral feelings were eagerly alive, suffi- 
ciently appears. But, it is not improbable, that their exercise 
might be directed much rather upon the conduct of others, than on 
his own. These passions, these moral sentiments, such a fancy, 
and so vigorous an understanding, with all the stores of knowledge 
with which they were furnished, bespeak a character in the prime 
of mature manhood,f practically acquainted with active and con« 
templative life, conversant more probably injuridicdlj but certainly 
fciUicdl business, full of ambition, and certainly not writing these 
letters merely for political amusement, nor concealing that he was 
the author, upon any other reason, .than the inevitable ruin of his 
hopes and fortunes, if he were as such publicly known." 

<' It is from the tenor of the following letters, that these facts 
concerning the oratorical and personal character oi their author, 
are inferred. Let his character as an orator, — ^let the qualities of 
the eloquence in these letters, — be compared with whatever in the 
same way, either ancient or modem eloquence can produce ; the 
result of the comparison will, certainly, not be disadvantageous 
to Junius. In knowledge of the principles and modifications of 
human character, in skill to sway the passions of the multitude, in 
extent and accuracy of general science, in ardent oratorical in- 
trepidity, and in the habitual exercise of shrewdness andprudence> 
JDepiosthenes was not his superior. Of the technical knowledge 
of the rhetorician, of the dialectics and ethics of the schools of that 
age, Cicero possessed, undeniably, a larger portion than can be 



* The biognphy of Homa shows in a very striking maimer the applicability 
of the above aentuiienU to him. In one of his earliest known productions, he 
thus expresses himself: "Spirit of Hampden, Russel, Sidney! animate my 
countrymen ! I invoke not your assistance for myself; for I was bora itiditd « 
fieemm," &c See page 121, thisvolume. 

t John Home was in the thirty-third year of his age when the first letter nnder 
tbengnature of Junius (included in the author's edition) appeared. 
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with truth ascribed te Junius. But, in fearless, manly enitrgy of 
soul, in independent decision of mind, in invigorating and command, 
ing self-confidence, in the power of bringing knowledge by ^e 
nearest way to the uses of business, we must not venture to com« 
pare the Roman orator with the English. — It is true, that, in his 
famous letter to D'Alembert on the influence of theatrical exhibi- 
tions upon public morality,— -in his answer to those who attempted 
the refutation of his paradoxical opinions concerning the relation of 
science to the happiness of hmnan life,— in his epistle of Self* 
Defence, to Beaumont Archbishop of Paris, — Rousseau has, no 
doubt, exercised some of the best powers of the true orator. But, 
his eloquence continually wanted that foundation in the principles 
of common sense, and that application to the real affairs of men 
without which eloquence is but the amusement of romantic ingenuity. 
His knowledge was less than that of the author of these letters. 
The letters of Junius have been even attributed to the late Mr* 
Burke. But, Burke, though he had of the forms and exterior 
apparatus of knowledge periiaps much more than Jimius, had of 
its soul, its quintessence, its elementary principles, greatly less. In 
soimd and manly sense, and in oratorical discretion, he was greatly 
inferior. His knowledge and learning continually o^ermform his 
eloquence so as not seldom to weaken its effects. He had not at 
all that insight into human character which so conspicuously appears 
in the letters of Junius. He knew not to sacrifice the ostentatioD 
of eloquence to persuasive effect. He used still to affect the 
rhetorician and the man of letters, when he should have thought 
only of doing business in the shortest and most decisive way. No: 
he was not at all equal to the composition of these letters. His 
eloquence had ever in it much of the diffusion of Cicero's, and the 
romance of Rousseau's : but Rousseau was oflen more logical than 
Burke.-^There is great resemblance between the oratorical efforts 
of the late Mirabeau, and those of Junius. Mirabeau has indeed 
more than Junius of what seems an unseasonable u^e of metaphy- 
sics. Yet, there was perhaps good sense in the use of metaphysics 
to persuade those to whom Mirabeau had to address himself. In 
similar circumstances Junius might possibly have done as much* 
David Williams does not indeed possess that deep and various 
knowledge which is displayed in these letters. In discarding from 
his mind, the prejudices of precedent and old vulgar opinion, he 
has certainly gone too far towards adopting the prejudices of inno- 
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vation in the dilfTerent subjects of scientific inquiry. Yet, from his 
writings may be gleaned passages approaching more nearly than 
any to be found in the writings of other English writers, to the 
general energy of thought, the fire of sentiment, the shrewd dis^ 
(crimination, and the closeness of reasoning, which distinguish 
Junius. Williams, too, unites energy with natural simplicity of 
style, more successfully than has been done by Junius in the most 
elaborately eloquent parts of his letters. There are in the Letters 
of an Old Statesman to a Young Prince, which I suppose the work 
of Williams, a few occasional paragraphs which no writer ancient 
or modern has ever excelled. There are in the writings of the 
late Dr. Gilbert Stuart, and in those of his imitator Godwin, occa- 
aional touches of an eloquence simpler in style, yet scarce less 
energetic than that of Junius. But, neither Stuart nor Godwin 
shows any thing of that deep knowledge of human character, or 
that skill in affairs, of which the writer of the letters of Junius was 
indisputably possessed." 

" The power of classical allusion, the familiar acquaintance with 
the rites of the Romish religion, the admirable skill in the nicest 
points of constitutional law which appear in the following letters, 
are qualities well known not to have belonged even to the manly 
and accomplished mind of Hamilton."* 

^* In the whole, excuse malignity, vanity, an occasional excess 
of epigrammatic turns, a structure of sentences sometimes labored 
to harshness and almost to obscurity, with a few incongruities of 
metaphor : and these letters must be owned to be, in all other 
respects, probably the most vigorous and faultless- specimen of 
human eloquence, that the world has yet seen." 

No. n. 

EXAMINATION OF H. S. WOODFALL. 

An abstract of the testimony and cross-examination of Henry 
S. Woodfall, on the trial of John Home, in 1777, before lord 
Mansfield and a special jury, for an alleged libel against the 
government, in publishing the advertisement, in June 1775, as re- 
corded in page 375, this volume. 

This is probably the most singular cross-examination that ever 

* W. Gerard Hamilton, who had been suspected to be anthor of Janios. — 
wHu Etdm 



412 Apmrmx. 

took place in any co«irt. The oslansible object of the defimdant 
appears to be to strengthen the testimony of the witnees agamst 
liim; whilst his real motive evidently was to endeavour to show, 
that his constant practice was to direct the printer to iiimish tibe 
fuUest evidence against him for every thing published at his request, 
in case he, the printer, should be called to account for the same, 
and thereby destroy at once every possible conjecture that he could 
be the author of Junius's letters. Upon any other supposition, the 
foBy tmd absurdity of his conduct upon this occasion, would exhibit 
him as one of the weakest and most trifling of men. His fictions 
quarrel with Junius, to be sure, had done wonders in his behalf; 
but still that does not i4)pear to have been sufficient completely to 
quiet his own mind, and every collateral means is resorted to for 
the purpose of quashing any germ of suspicion. 

Hxmnr Sampson Woodfai.l, swosn. 

Examined by Mr. Wallace.— What business are you?— A printer* 
Bo you print any newspaper?— Yes. What paper ?-*The Public 
Advertiser. Look at these two papers, (showing the witness the 
manuscripts of the advertisements.) The witness inspects the 
manuscripts. Have you ever seen these papers before ?-*Te8. 
When did you see the first of them ? — ^About the 7th of June, 1775, 
as near as I can recollect. By what means did you come by the 
sight of it? — Mr. Rome, the defendant, gave it me. For what 
purpose ?'^To publish in the Public Advertiser. Did you accord* 
ingly publish it ?— -I did. Had you any other directions from Mr. 
Home ? — ^Tes. — He desired me to send it to several other papers, 
which I did. Do you recollect the names of any of them ?•— Tlie 
whole, I believe, of them ; I cannot exactly recollect. Did you 
follow his directions? — ^I did. Was any thing paid for it? Yes. 
Mr. Home paid the bill. For the publication ?— Yes. 

[The reader will observe that the case was fully made out, that 
nothing further was required, and that what follows, in the cross, 
examination, was impertinent in the extreme.] 

Cross-examined by the Defendant. 

Mr. Home. — I mn very glad to see you, Mr. Woodfall. I desire 
to ask yon some questions. Pray, what was your motive for insert- 
ing that advertisement ?«-Your desire. Had you no other motive ? 
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-«I was paid for k, as advertisements are paid for. Pray, was it 
by accident or by my desire, that there should be a witness to see 
me write that advertisement ? — ^By your desire. And did I, or did 
I not, formally, before that witness, when called in, deliver that 
paper as my act and deed, as if it had been a bond 1 — ^Yes. It is 
true I did,-— Did I not always direct you, if called upon, to furnish 
the fullest proof that you could give ? — ^You did, sir. Now, then, 
sir, if you please, say whether I have ever written anything in your 
newspaper before ?•— Yes, frequently. How many years ago, do 
you think ?— The firstremarkable thing that I remember, was some- 
thing about sir John Gibbons, about his mistaking Easter for a feast 
or a fast. How loBg ago is that ? — About the year 1768, about the 
election time. That is about nine years ago ? — Yes. Have I at 
any time desired you to screen me firom the laws ! — No. Has not 
the method of my transactions with you at all times been, that you 
should at all times, for your own sake, if called upon, give me np 
to justice ? — Certainly that has always been your desire. Pray, sir, 
were you not once called upon by the house of commons for some- 
thing that I wrote in your paper ? — Yes, sir. Do you remember that 
I did, or did not, when I took care to furnish such full proof of this 
advertisement, give you the reason for it ? — I cannot say I recollect 
the reason. I will mention it. — Whether was this the reason. 
That in the last transaction before the house of commons, ir was 
pretended they let me off, because they could not get full evidence. 
Do you remember whether I rehearsed that or not ; and said, that 
if they now chose to take notice of this advertisement, they should 
not want full evidence ?-^I do recollect that conversation. You 
remember that was the reason I gave? — I do. Will you please to 
look at these newspapers ? 

[Here Mr. Home artfully skips over the whole time of Junius, 
and shows to the witness several papers of the Public Advertiser 
from May 30, 1775, to June 30, 1777, and proceeds.] 

Pray, sir, do you recollect the contents of the paper of May 30, 
17757— No, upon my soul I do not. You are upon your oatjj. — ^I 
kn(m that indeed. Read that part (pointing a part out ;) read from 
"In provincial congress, A^.ril 26, 1774," down to that jpSurt (point- 
tng it out.) Mr. WaifaLce.-^The officer shonld read it ; thov^ not 
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now. You will be entided to read it, when yoti come to your de- 
fence. 

[Mr. Home then asks the witness a number of questions 
respecting Mr. Arthur Lee, not apparently very important to his 
cause, and continues :] 

When were you first applied to, or were you ever applied to, to be 
a witness in this cause ?— I was not. You never were ?-^No. How 
came you to be an evidence ? — ^I heard that if I could produce my 
author, matters might be better for me ; and as you had no sort of 
objection, (which you told me at the time) I did, of course, produce 
those copies that appeared there, to Messrs. Chamberiayne and 
White, the solicitors for the treasury. Should you, at any time, i£ 
you had been called upon, have declared that I was the author of 
that advertisement? — Most certainly; for you desired it And 
would have given your evidence ? — Yes. Whom was the applica- 
tion made by?— -It was no sort of application at all ; I heard of it. 
By whom ? — ^My brother. You never refiised to furnish evidence 
against the author? — No. You never were apphed to, to do it ?•'— 
No; I was not. You have said that / never desired you to eonced 
me from the law far any thing you published from me. Did you 
never receive any message not to insert any thing in your paper 
about lord Mansfield's earldom ? — No. Upon your oath ? — ^Upon 
my oath, to the best of my recollection, I never did. From any 
quarter ? — No. Sir, were you ever sent for by lord Bute ? — ^No ; 
I never saw him. Were you not sent for, ibr inserting a paragraph 
about the king's marriage ? — No ; I am not consulted by the higher 
powers, I assure you. If I had thought ^ou were^ I never should 
haoe trusted you : I do not think you are. — ^I am much obliged to you 
for your good opinion. Mr. Home."— I will give you no more 
trouble. 

It must be remembered, that when Mr. Woodfall was prosecuted 
for publishing Junius's letter to the king, he did not then know the 
author, and he might therefore safely testify as he has done in this 
case, as Mr. Home did not personally apply to him on that occasion. 
There are two or three instances in which Mr. Home gave up his 
name to the printer, when he was confident the law would bear hilii 
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out. He waa always sanguine in the opinion that his conviction on 
the trial onder consideration, was contrary to law. 

I notice the following sentiment expressed by Mr. Home upon 
this occasion : 

'^ The nature of a libel always makes a jury the best judges of it. 
For a libel (if it be so) is indeed for mischief; it must therefore be 
intelligible to the people ; or no mischief could be produced by it. 
If a man writes a libel that a common jury could not understand 
(and you are a special jury, gentlemen) he must fail in his design." 
. Junius, in the Preface to his letters, observes : " But the truth is, 
that if a paper, supposed to be a libel upon government, be so ob- 
scurely worded, that twelve common men cannot possibly see the 
seditious meaning and tendency of it, it is in effect no libel. It 
cannot inflame the minds of the people, nor alienate their affections 
-firom government ; for they no more understand what it means, 
than if it were published in a language unknown to them." 

In the foregoing there is no servile, verbal imitation, on the part 
of Mr. Home, as in the case of Mr. Francis, but the expression of 
a similar sentiment in other words, carrying an evidence of the 
same genius and person in different situations. . 

There is a remarkable coincidence of sentiment in Junius's 
dedication of his letters and Home's opening dialogue on the 
English language, in his Diversions of Purley, which I will notice 
in this place. 

Junius says, ** When kings and ministers are forgotten, when 
the force and direction of personal satire is no longer understood, 
and when measures are only felt in their remotest consequences ; 
this book will, I believe, be found to contain principles worthy to 
be transmitted to posterity. When you leave the unimpaired 
hereditary freehold to your children, you do but half your duty. 
Both liberty and property are precarious, unless the possessors 
have sense and spirit enough to defend them." 

Mr. Home, in the commencement of the dialogue, which is 
£eigaed\y carried on with his friend. Dr. Beadon, makes the follow, 
ing remarks upon his political principles : 

<' But I am well contented that my principlesj which have made 
so many of your way of thinking angry, should only make you 
laugh. Such however as they are, they need not now be defended 
by me : for they have stood the test of- ages ; and they will keep 
their ground, in the general commendation of the world, till men 
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forget to lo^e themsffkes ; though, tili then perhape, they are Aoi 
likely to be seen (nor credited if seen) in the jwocfsce of many 
individuals." 

The word eommendationy in the copy before me^ is printed in 
italics, and no doubt was so in the author's edition, and had refer- 
ence, in my opyiion, to the general approbation and applause with 
which the principles maintained in the letters of Junius had been 
hailed. 

Mr. Home .upon thb occasion makes allusion to his suffering in 
the American cause, at the commencement of our revolution. 
This howevei^ though true, is a mere finesse. He never advocated 
repuhUcan government, but was always a stanch fneui to the 
English monarchy. 

No. m. 

DESTRUCTION OF THE JESUITS IN FRANCE. 

Junius, in Miscellaneous letters. No. 21, April, 17d8, says, "I 
remember seeing Busembaum, Suarez, Molina, and a score of other 
Jesuitical books, burnt at Paris for iheir sound casuUiryy by the 
hands of the common hangman." This remark has occasioned a 
little inquiry in regard to the time or times at which the destruction 
of the books of the Jesuits took place, and whether or not some of 
those for whom the authorship of Junius is claimed could have been 
witnesses of the event. Although I place little confidence in 
declArations of Junius respectmg himself, yet as there was little 
danger of detection to be apprehended from the exposition of a 
circumstance of this kind, it is highly probable that Junius here 
states a fact. And having met with nothing that mihtated against 
the claims of the person to whom I attribute the letters, out of mere 
curiosity, I took the trouble to examine the case, and the result is as 
follows : — 

On the 6th of August, 1761, the pariiament of Paris took into 
consideration the constitutions of the Jesuits, and also extracts from 
their writings, which they had caused to be made for that purpose ; 
but deferred a final judgment upon them for one year. They how. 
ever at the same time << ordained provisionally the shutting up of 
their (the Jesuits) college on the first of October following : the 
king, notwithstanding the representations of the parliament, pro* 
rogued this time till the first of April. 

The parliament then declared to the principal of die college, 



tltat mdiiiif m«e jt^mw!^ to thmyi l^ ta Ptf t ^ 9top^ to Ikeic 
lec^efi, by the fir^ of April, 1762, Fjcom tbAttime. the cottegea 
were 9bitf up, apd tti.9 aoci^Qr bfigan 9eiioif9ly ta 4e9p«ir of iti 
fortfiutje. At tongth tto 6Ui of Augu9tt 1798, tto <l»y 9a wJ0b«d 
for by tbQ public, mTived : tho iiMtitute wa9 aoaaimpualy cwdl^oiii- 
ed by tho parliemeot, vithout any oppomtioii oa ih^ pitft of tke 
soyoreign ; tb^ir vowa worp declared ppl l^indiiigy tto J«mut9 
aeculariaed and diaaolvod, and thaif eflocta alienated and aoUL" 
See D'Alembert's << Account of the destruction of ^0 Jeanito ia 
France." English translation, London* 1790* 

<< On the 17th of Aug. 1763, one hundred and wU^-Spm wMkfl» 
thoa^j and panopUata co nt aini n g reaolvea of the aociety odemmt 
were, by order of tba parlwnenh torn and huio^t m tbo o^uflt of 
the palace by the hands of the executioner/' Sae <* Calnndnnv 
JesuUiqu^ p^r I'ann^e 1028." 

"In the month of Not. 1764, an edict of tb» king dacided llba 
gen/eral mi defini^v# ««pula¥>n ^ ibfi Jfaauils/' San *5 HSaftcare 
ciyile, ph^si<|gi0 et moiata da Pana"-r-1835, Vol. 7, p. .48SU 

From ib» tima of the condanmation cf tha insidtutioo of ftha 
Jidfluita, to thair final eipulaion from France, ii ia probable many^ 
bonfiraa of their books took place, ataoraa onecf wfajich Mr* I^QXtM 
waa likely to be psesenit, for he was in France <' conaidaraUyxnoso 
than a yeaf " during that iMeo9d« 

Mr. D'Alembexl obaenrea, that '*the volume of aaaert^«0i 
extracted from the books of the Jesuits, condemned by the magia* 
tE^as, bad boon preceded acme yaajca before by Ihe omdemnation 
of the ^ork of the Jeauit Bua^nbamn, in whidb the doctrine of 
king-killmg ia openly maintained : the copy on which thia condcon* 
nation waa pronounced, bore date 1757."^ 

No. IV. 
EULOGY C%N JOHN HORNS TOOKS, 

BT Snt FRANCIS BUBDSTT. 

I diaV pwface ibia «iiort eulogy with an ftcconut of the tUfimibcy 
a94 Jaendahip aubidating batween the paiti^?, ^dxa^ed Sam St0^ 
phens'a Memova, «9 foUowa : 

In 1797, an event occuived, that contributed not a.liltie.to vary 
the life and gratify the feelings of Mr. Todke. Thia yftm Iho 
introdttctimi of sir Fcancia Burdett, aa a conatant .i»aitor and gueat 
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at Wimbledon. The bavonet then represented Boioiii^Mdge in 
parliament ; and, having heard much of the talents and acquiie. 
ments of the philologist, was desirous of his acquaintance. An 
intimacy soon took place, which at length ripened into friendship. 
They not only conversed daily, but actually studied together ; and 
I have been given to understand, that, during the first year or two 
of their intercourse, several <^ the Latin classics were perused, 
and many of the &vorite paasageB elucidated, explained, and com* 
mented upcm. 

Towards this gentleman the politician of Wimbledon always 
exhibited a marked regard, an unvarying attention, and the most 
lender solicitude. He was zealous for his welfare, and seemed to 
participate in his growmg fame and popularity. If report be true, 
eoon after their first acquaintance, he endeavoured to form his mind 
to pubUc business, and acted the same part by him, that Socrates 
had done by Alcibiades. 

That it was his aim to render sir Francis serviceable to the 
commonwealth, and that his views respecting him were pure and 
disinterested, will be readily beUeved by such only as have shared 
his confidence, studied his character, or were acquainted with his 
ruling passion. Whatever may be the event, his good intentions 
Can never be called in question by his friends ; and I have always 
thought, that the celebrated episUe firom Plutarch to his disciple 
Trajan, might, with a very trifling alteration, be deemed appropriate 
in this place : 

^< If you make honor and patriotism the rules of your conduct, 
and the end of your actions, every thing will proceed in harmony 
and order. I have explained to you the spirit of those laws and 
that constitution, that were established by our ancestors, and you 
have nothing to do, but endeavour to carry them into execution. 

Should this be the case, I shall possess the glory of having form- 
ed a statesman to virtue ; |)ut, if otherwise, let this letter testify 
that you did not endanger the empire, under pretence of my coon- 
eels or authority.*' 

Sir Francis was in the constant habit of repairing to Mr. Tooke's 
during many years, and their daily intercourse was not a little fecili- 
tated by the proximity of their houses, which happened to be only 
a few hundred 3rards distant from each other. At the Sunday 
dinners, he was generally placed on the right hand of his host; 
iftid on other occasions, took his seat any where, without ceremony* 
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He always appeared to me, to be modest, unassuming, and rather 
tacituru. As to his poUtical tenets, I shall not say any thing, either 
in commendation or dispraise, the public being already in full 
possession of his opinions, on all the great topics that have lately 
occurred," 

From the London Statesman. 

<<Sir. — ^The following lines (written by sir Francis Burdet^ 
Bart.) are on the pedestal of a beautiful marble bust of JohQ 
Home Tooke, a good likeness, executed about twelve years ago by 
the late Mr. Banks, statuary, in Newman-street. I took a copy of 
the lines on the 6th of October, 1800, for my own use ; perhaps 
the readers of the Statesman may be gratified, were you to spare a 
small space for their insertion. I believe the bust is now in the 
possession of sir Francis Burdett, Ficcadilly. I am, sir, yours 
very respectfully, T. H* 

8epi, 86, 1811. 

Behold the man who, touched by human woe, 
. Stood, though fltone, oppreaaion's constant foe : , 

With reason's light reviv'd the patriot flame, 
And dragg'djorth fmblie guiU Co puhUe shame. 
Fell vengeance arm'd corruption's harpy tribe, 
And strove to murder whom she could not bribe. 
Dauntless he brav*d the storm ; still undiamay*dt 
Proclaimed the people and th,eir rights betray'd ; 
Made tyrants tremble on their blood*8tain'd thion<r, 
And truth and freedom mark'd him forthorown. 

From the close intimacy that existed between sir Francis Bur- 
deitt and Mr. Tooke, it is evident that the former must have possessed 
the full confidence of the latter, and therefore knew whether or 
not he was the author of Junius. If he were not, sir Francis 
could not, with any show of propriety, have expressed himself in 
the manner he has. The poet's license by no means justifies 
such extreme departure from truth. If Junius was distinct firom 
Home Tooke, the latter could not, by the greatest latitude allowed 
to figurative speech, be said to have carried on the warfare^against 
the government singly. Junius had too great a share in that 
business to admit the assumption. But admitting Home Tooke to 
be Junius, the license here taken is excusable ; for the burden ap- 
pears to have fallen almost exclusively upon Junius. He says 
himself, in a postscript to his private letter to Wilkes of Sept. 7, 
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17T1, ^I will not omit ibis of^rtimity of observing to yoUt that 
litmnot properly mpporbed in the newspapers. As to myself it is 
of little moment. I can brush away the swarming insects when« 
ever I think proper. But it is bad policy to let it appear, in any 
instance, that we have fioC numbers as well as justice of our side." 
And in a letter to the same, Nov. 6, 1771, he says, *' Besides the 
fiJibilit^ natural to us all, no man writes under so great disadvan- 
tages as I do. I cannot consult the learned. I cannot directly 
ask the opinion of my acquaintance, and in the newspapers / ok 
never ottiffed." 

Junius, therefore, was the person to whom the lines of sir Francis 
Qurdett peculiarly applied. They could be iq>plied to no other. 

' No. V. 

JUNTOS DISCOVEIUED. 

Mt. Barker has given several versions of an account of the 
discovery of Junius, from which the following is extracted : 

^* Five letters are deposited in the archives of the Grenville 
family at Stowe, which establish, beyond the possibility of doubt, 
the real author of Junius. This eminent individual was politically 
connected with Mr. Greorge Grenville, the grandfather of the pre- 
sent duke of Buckingham, firom whom these autograph-proofe 
have descended to the present possessor. The venerable states, 
man has requested the discovery should not be published during his 
lifetime. 

The simple history of the discovery is, that some six weeks ago,* 
as lord Nugent and his grace of Buckingham were private-paper 
hunting in the Stowe-library, they lit upon a parcel studiously 
concealed in a, to them, unknown recess. The parcel contained 
three letters : one from Junius under his -fictitious signature ; an- 
other to George Grenville asking for legal advice as to the risk of 
publishing the UUier to the Jang mlh the real name; and athird,en. 
dosing Junius's letter to lord Mansfield, with the author's initials.t 
References are made in the last to a letter firom George Grenvilk 



* This communication is dated Oct 1887. 

t Juniu8*s fint letter to lord Bfansfield was sent to Bfr. Wood&ll for publication 
Nov. 1!^ 1770, and the deceaae of Mr. Geoife GrenviHe ocemred in that month. 
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to the author. The duke went off poAt-haste to Impmore with 
the parcel* Lord Grenville at once recognised it, and declared 
his intention of providing for the publicity of the documents after 
Ms death — ^but not till then. At his request, the duke and lord 
Nugent have pledged themselves to silence, till that event shall 
have taken place ; and thus I, and all others interested in the matter, 
are forced to stifle our curioaty as well as we can. Curiosity is a 
questionable phrase here — it smacks of Eve and Eve's daughters. 
I care not who wrote the letters ; but I wish to know, as a curious 
chapter in the history of the-human mind, the motives, which im- 
pelled the great libeller in the first instance to write those matchless 
productions at such an expense of time and trouble ; and which 
urged him to conceal himself, when the storm had passed over, and 
when the fame of thove letters was far vore than a counterbalance 
to the risk of the discovery. After all, I fear I shall not have a 
hundred years to wait for the gathering of the noble statesman to 
the last mansion of his fathers." 

It is added, that lord Grenville said, " He (Junius) is not any of 
the persons suspected." This assertion, if made, will by no means 
invalidate the claims of Mr, Home Tooke. The work of Mr. 
Thicknesse in ftivor of Tooke, before adverted to, seems not to 
have caused the least notice whatever, and it is very probable that 
lord Grenville never saw or heard of the production. A writer in 
the Literary Gazette, Jan. 12, 1828, (see Barker, p. 309.) observes, 
<<From Blake way's two pamphlets it appears that he, (Home Tooke) 
encouraged the notion that the leUers were written by mmxLF !" 
So astonished was the writer, or the publisher of the Gazette, that 
Tooke should have any pretensions to be Junius, that the word 
himself is printed, as above, in capitals, followed by a note of ad- 
miration. This astcmishment arose, no doubt, from the effect 
produced by his supposed quarrel with Junius. His abilities were 
never called in question. 

The above remark is the only notice taken of Mr. Tooke, in 
reference to the letters of Junius, in Mr. Barker's book, in which 
the claims of others are fully discussed. Let it be remembered 
also, that his biographer makes no mention of any suspicion rest- 
ing on him in this respect ; and that Mr. G. Woodfall, who investi- 
gated the pretentions of all others brought forward previously to 
the publication of his Junius, is silent as to those of Mr. Tooke. 
Mr. Woodfall, to be sure, gives a fac-simile of his hand-writing 
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among others who had been named as the author, but neglects him 
entirely in the body of th^ work, which is equivalent to saying, his 
claims are unworthy of notice. Mr. Woodfall knew to the con- 
trary, B9 I have endeavored to ' prove, and therefore, the course 
taken by him, as before observed, is one of thtf strongest evidences 
in fovor of Mr. Tooke. 

The foregoing facts fully show that Mr. Tooke has never been 
fairly before the public as a candidate for the honor of writing the 
letters of Junius, and therefore that the remark of lord Grenville 
does not affect his claims. If true, however, it is a death-blow to 
the pretensions of all others heretofore named. 

Mr. George Grenville, from the time the letters of Junius com. 
menced till his death, in Nov. 1770, was in opposition to the adminis- 
tration, and the partiality ufliformly shown towards him by Junius, 
renders it highly probable that through him the latter derived much 
political information, and a knowledge of ministerial intrigues. The 
club-meetings held at Mr. Grenville 's house tend to strengthen this 
supposition. Dr. Fellowes, in a letter to Mr. Barker, asks, '' Did 
Burke at this time (1769) form one of the literary junto, that 
constantly assembled at the house of George Grenville ? Did the 
junto subsist after the death of the principal in the November of the 
following year ?" 

Political men, and Mr. Grenville was one, are not in the habit of 
forming literary juntos. This club was probably christened by 
Junius. 

From the foregoing circumstances, I have full faith in the correct- 
ness of the report respecting the discovery at Stowe ; and have no 
doubt but that, when it is made public, it will confirm my opinion in 
regard to Junius. 

The Stowe discovery accounts for the cause of suspicion resting 
upon Charles Lloyd, who, being private secretary to Mr. George 
Grenville, was probably employed in transcribing communications 
from him, as well as conveying them through Woodfall, to Junius^ 
Mr. Grenville not choosing to trust to a common carrier. 
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No. VI. 
LETTER FROM DAVID GARRICK 

TO H. 8. WOODFALL.* 

Nov. 2(r; 1771. 

'*Sir, — 1 am obliged to address this letter to you and to 
appeal to your probity — in that, and my own, lies my defence against 
a most unprovoked and illiberal attack made upon me by your 
celebrated correspondent Junius. — Had you not convinced me, that 
the letter 1 received last Monday night, was really written by that 
gentleman, I could not have imagined that such talents could have 
descended to such scurrility. — However mighty the power may be, 
with which he is pleased to threaten me, I trust with truth on my 
side, and your assistance to be able to parry the vigor of his arm, 
and oblige him to drop his point, not for want of force to overcome 
so feeble an adversary as I am, but from the shame and conscious- 
ness of a very bad cause. In one particular I will be acknowledged 
his superior ; for however easy and justifiable such a return may 
be, I will make use of no foul language. — My vindication wants 
neither violence or abuse to support it : it would be as unmanly to 
give injurious names to one, who will not, as to him, who cannot 
resent it. Now to the fact, which, till you had explained to me, 
had made no impression upon my mind. I am told in most out* 
rageous terms, and near a month af\er the supposed crime was com- 
mitted, (for Junius was exactly informed of my praciices\ the day 
after,) that if the vagabond does not keep to his pantomimes, every 
hour of his life shall be cursed for his interfering with Junius. Is 
not this rather too inquisitorial for the great champion of our liberties ? 
Now let us examine into the dreadful cause of this denunciation. 
Mr.. Woodfall, the first informer, informs me in a letter in no wise 
relative to the swbject, tpithaut any previous impertinent inquiries on 
my part or the least desire of secrecy on his, i\i9X Junius would^v>rite 
no nu)re. Two or three days afler the receipt of yours, being obliged 
to write a letter upon the business of the theatre to one. at Richmond,:}^ 
and after making my excuses for not being able to obey his majesty's 



'I' This letter b in course of publication (1827) with other Ganick papers, by 
Mr. Colbam. — Barker. 

t The word pradtcef, instead of impertinent inquiries, was inserted in the letter 
sent to Garrick. — lb, 

t *^ This alludes to his friend Ramus."— G^. Coventry. 
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commands, I menticmed to him that Junius would write no more— 
but the triumph that succeeded this intelligence, never reached me, 
till I received Junius's letter ; and so far was I from thinking there 
was a crime in communicating what was sent me without reserve, 
that I will freely confess that I wrote no letter to any of my friends 
without the mention of so remarkable an event! I will venture to 
go further and afiirro, that it would have been insensible and 
unnatural not to have done it. I beg you will assure Jiinius that I 
have as proper an abhorrence of an informer as he can have— that 
I have been honored with the confidence of men of all parties, and 
I defy my greatest enemy to produce a single instance of any one 
repenting of such confidence. 

I have always declared that, were I by any accident to discover 
Junius, no consideration should prevail upon me to reveal a secret 
productive of so much mischief, nor can this most undeserved treat- 
ment of me make me alter my sentiments. 

One thing more I must observe, that Junius has given credit to an 
informer in prejudice of him, who was never in the least suspected 
of being a spy before. Had any of our judges condemned the 
lowest culprit i^n such evidence withouthearing the persoQ accused 
and other witnesses, the nation would have rung with iiyustice ! 

I shall say no more ; but, I beg you to tell all you know of this 
matter, and be assured, that I am with great regard for Juniua's 
talents, but without the least for his threatenings, 
YourwelKwisher and hiMnble servant, 

D. 6ARRICK." 

vn. 

THE BIRTH-DAY OF OUR LIBERTIES. 

BT JOHN HIMUfB TOOKS. 

Rouse, arouse from this slumber, thou child of oppresetODi 

Away with this Tile, this unmanly depression ; . 

Join 4hs bands of thy coontiymen anaed with thander, 

To burst all these shackles, these fettsn asunder; 

See they chaige them, they rash on to coaqtier or die ; 

See they follow, they follow, they are brokeOf they fly ! 

They are oonqner*d, they perish, no tyrant survives^ 

And the day of their deaths, is ihefint of siir lives ! 

These tyrants snppresA'd, there shall rise up noother^ 
But each man behoM in his neighboora brolber : 
Equal rights, equal laws, equal blessings shall nourish, 
Peace, justice, and plenty, hencefiNward ihsB flotoidb : 



O guaid them with jealousy^ spurn from this hour, 
The bribe of eornipHon the menace of power, 
And be this our decision, whilst Freedom survives, 
That the day of its death, be the last of our Iwee, 

No. vin. 

LETTER TO MAJOR CARTWRIGHT. 

*' My dear Cartwright, more dear to me than ever. You know 
that it was brought against m%as a treasonable act, that I had 
belonged to a society which gave thanks to Mr. Paine for his rights 
of man : now your letters to the duke of Bedford,* contain much 
more treason against scoundrels than any thing written by Paine 
in the whole course of his life ; and yet I do not hesitate to give to 
you my most deliberate thanks and praise for this most treasonable 
production. I know not which most to commend, its skill or its 
courage ; but for its principle, I still am, and always was ready, in 
any useful manner, to lay down my life. The gout, which, at this 
time, is furiously upon me, abates not one jot of my resolution. But 
the gout affects only my limbs : I fear you will find it in the heads 
and hearts of most of our countrymen. 

" However — I bono quo virtus tua te vocat — I pede fausto.f 

'' ^ost affectionately yours, 

"J. HORNE TOOKE.'' 

'' WinMedMi, J<rov. 4. 1805." 

No. IX. 
ANECDOTES AND SENTIMENTS, 

OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE, FBOH STEPHEN'S MEMOIBS. 

'< No man of our time has ever been an abler or more successful 
advocate for the constitution ; not in its main fabric and dimensions 
only, but in all its various parts, proportions, and combinatioas, 

<* In respect to the people at large, he generally mentioned, ttem 
towards the latter part of his life with respect ; < they only wanted 
instruction ; for the bulk of mankind always mean well, even when 
they are in the wrong.' Like Phocion, however, he entertained 



* "The State of the Nation, in a series of letters to his grace the duke of 
Bedford."— Jones Newgate-street. 1805. 
f Go where thy valor calb thee — go with prospered step.— t^. Ed> 
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but a slight opinion of their judgment ; and, like him too, was but 
little solicitous of their approbation." 

Whenever he was told of a new ministry, it was his constant 
observation, " this will do no good ; if the — whigs come in, 
they will turn tones ; it is not the men that should be changed, but 
the 83r8t€rm ! He was accustomed, with Swifl, to define party^-' the 
madness of inany for the gain of a few.' 

** Law, in his opinion, ought to be, not a luxury, for the rich, but 
a remedy, to be easily, speedily, and cheaply obtained by the poor. 
When told, that the courts of justice ' were open to all,' he replied : 
< and so is the London Tavern-— to such as can pay for the enler- 
tainment !' 

*^ To the delays of chancery he was a mortal foe, and quoted 
his own case, a few years since, as a proof of it, adding, 'I can- 
not now make my will for want of a decision !' 

** He always declared loudly against * political judges ;' and, on 
being asked his precise meaning, he observed, 'that the chanceiy 
and king's bench were fully sufficient to occupy the attention of 
any two mortal men.' 

^^Early in'1810, Mr. Tooke's various disorders had suddenly 
assumed such a violent appearance, thai his physicians were 
alarmed, and all his friends supposed his dissolution to be at hand. 
On Uiis trying occasion, the tender assiduity of his daughters, by 
administering to all his wants, contributed not a little to soothe his 
mind and assuage his sufferings. They constantly attended his 
pillow, anticipated his wishes, and did every thing that filial piety 
could dictate to alleviate the pressure of disease. 

^* On this occasion, the patient did not seem desirous of prolong- 
ing existence ; he was actually devoid of that vclUian deemed so 
necessary to recovery. 

*^ At length, however, he appears to have yielded to the entreaties 
of his fKends and relatives ; and nature having, at the same time, 
spontaneously interposed, after a severe but successful struggle, 
life, which seemed, at one time, to have ebbed nearly to the last 
drop of existence, now flowed in upon him in a genial current. He 
prophesied, however, from the first, that the change so much de- 
sired, would not prove of long continuance, and considered himself 
merely as a traveller on a journey, detained unwillingly and 
against his better reason, in consequence of the pressing solicita- 
tions of others. 
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<* Happening to ride oyer to Wimbledon (says Mr. Stephens) one 
morning during the spring of 1809, Mr. Tooke showed me a large 
bundle of manuscripts, which was supposed would prove sufficient 
to form a third volume of his great philological work* As he was 
in some doubts as to this circumstance, he desired me to guess ; 
and, to enable me to approximate the truth, I began by taking the 
number of the pages. The next step was, to ascertain the lines 
and the words in a single page, and, after multiplying these together, 
and making a comparative estimate with the printed copy, I pro- 
nounced, without hesitation, that there was enough to make one 
volume and a half, at which he seemed much pleased. 

*< During his last illness he formed the resolution of destroying 
all his manuscripts and every other paper> or writing, title-deeds 
and account-books only excepted. The operation was performed 
in an feipartment above stairs, and lasted during a whole month ! 
An incessant fire was kept up for that purpose, and one of the young 
ladies, who was obliged reluctantly to assist in the conflagnUion, 
has since very appositely compared it 'to the burning of the 
Alexandrian library.' On this occasion the manuscript alluded to 
above was wholly consumed ; a most valuable correspondence Vas 
at the same time committed to the flames, together with a treatise 
on Moral Philosophy, in express opposition, as I understand, to the 
pnnciples laid down by Mr. archdeacon Paley. It is not a little 
remarkable that the life of the author had nearly been sacrificed 
at the same time with his works ; for the combustion became so 
violent as to extend to his clothes, and actually scorched his great 
coat to such a degree as to render it utterly unfit to be worn again. 

*^ I have been informed, by a gentleman who has been praised by 
him, in vol. ii. and is no mean judge of every thing appertaining to 
language, that the first word in vol. tii. thus unrelentingly destroyed, 
was, '^ Mtef;" and that a large portion of the manuscript consisted 
of a critical examination of the credibility of human testiinony." 

Upon this occasion, I apprehend, all the manuscripts of Junius 
were consumed, that no vestige should remain to implicate any 
living soul in the mysterious transactions of the author. It cannot 
be conceived that Home Tooke, unless he were Junius, could have 
accumulated such a mass of papers requiring from their secret 
nature such total extinction. We have seen that the letters of 
Junius were all returned to him by Mr. Woodfall ; and, that the 
secret of authorship should, as he had declared, perish icith him. 
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their destnictioD was imperioudy dnynded to dose an aYcmie thta, 
would lead to certain detection. The motives induong such an act, 
apparently so rash, cannot reasonably be accounted for opoo any- 
other supposition than that the original letters of Junins composed 
a part of the materials thus committed to the flames. 

By the perusal of the life of Mr. Tooke during the times of Juniua^ 
die reader has seen that the efforts oiade in both characters con- 
stantly tended to the same end — that wherever Tooke af^eared 
personally, Junius never failed to prompt him from, behind the 
scene — that no measures against the govemmenty during the 
whole period, were undertaken without their joint co-openiti<»« 
— ^In short, that no object could be more faitRfulIy represented by 
its shadow than the one by the other. — Is it then possible to believe 
that the fictions and the real character are two distinct persons, and 
moreover, political enemies ? and above all, that their animosity 
should have arisen from the quarrel of Tooke with Wilkes ? Th^ 
contempt and detestation so oi^en expressed by Junius towards the 
latter ought to dispel such a delusion. The decided and strong con- 
trasf in the characters of Junius and Wilkes must have presented 
an thsunnountable barrier to any cordiaUty of feeling between them. 
The one actuated solely with a view of promoting the public good, 
the other concentrating all his patriotism into a single focus — self, 
aggrandizement. 

The supposed misunderstanding therefore between Junius and 
Tooke, when the ostensible cause of it is taken into consideration, 
will appear to be in opposition to every principle that governs 
human action. This fictitious dispute consequently, which is relied 
upon to disprove their identity, tends more than any other circum- 
stance that can be brought to bear upon the question, to substantiate 
the fact. 

In conclusion, the testimony and arguments adduced in this 
volume in reference to Junius, are respectfully submitted to the 
candid consideration of the reader. 
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